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“See, then, what a great need there is for this kind of
Prayer! Since we see that the world is full of sects and
false teachers, all of whom wear the holy name as a cloak
and warrant for their devilish doctrine, we ought constantly
to cry out against all who preach and believe falsely and
against those who attack and persecute the Gospel and
our pure doctrine and try to suppress it…” (Martin Luther, The Larger Catechism, on the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer)
Lent has four distinct spiritual disciplines: Repentance (which underscores the whole season),
Fasting, Prayer, and Works of Charity. Of these Disciplines, we are most concerned with Prayer
for this article, not because the others are of lesser value, but because the practice of Prayer often is neglected among us. Often we are eager to engage in some work—of Charity or otherwise—and thereby prove our worthiness to God and others. Likewise, we may Fast as well, usually picking the least or most superficial thing to abstain from, but thereby lending us some credential of suffering. But Prayer…all too often and typically, Prayer is neglected or set aside “for
next year,” but sadly, “next year,” never comes. Thus far, I have set the case that Prayer is effective and that it communicates—is a form of Communion—with God, and I have exhorted you that
a simple place to start is to simply (and honestly) survey your own Prayer habits and increase
them. But there is a crucial question that yet dangles in the air: What words can I offer? What
form of prayer would be acceptable before God? And, most crucially, how should I pray and
what should I ask of God?
Many contemporary Pastors and theologians would say these questions are nonsensical; that
there is “no form” that can or should be observed before God, that we can and should “ask God
for anything,” and that Prayer—and the words we offer—is rather inconsequential. The witness
of Holy Scripture could not be more different. Throughout the Bible, the subject of Prayer is of
the greatest importance; one does not simply or blithely traipse into God’s Presence without
preparation. There are a variety of rituals and prayers throughout the Old Testament that allow
people to cleanse and prepare themselves but also give people the words by which they can
speak with God. This continues in the New Testament: we hear about Baptism, by which we are
cleansed from Sin, and then we receive WORDS by which we can speak with God. It’s not that
other words are inappropriate, but our Lord
gives us words that we can always use when
all other words fail us. These words are what
we call “The Lord’s Prayer” (in English) or
the “Pater Noster” from the first two words of
the Prayer in Latin.
For what it’s worth, those who favor the idea
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that there is “no form” of prayer that is any more-or-less appropriate, we find “set prayers” like the
“Sinner’s Prayer” that are often given as “the prayer you should pray.” It is often also true that, in
the prayers people often come up with “at the moment,” tend to be peppered with all sorts of conditional statements like “just.” Any time we feel the need to make a conditional statement—
bargaining and the like—it is a signal that we do not feel worthy of what we are requesting, or, in
other words, that our form and request are not appropriate. This is NOT to cast aspersion on
others who pray this way, but rather to simply point out, contrary to the claim that “no form or
words are appropriate,” the human reality is to approach God and Prayer with a fear and uncertainty. The Lord’s Prayer is, therefore, a gift to us, because Jesus Christ—God the Son, Incarnate—GIVES US the words and the form by which we can have confidence in approaching God.
So, to answer the simple question of “What words shall I offer?” we can say directly: Offer
these words: “Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” (You may, of course, always add the Doxology.) These holy
and Blessed words are given to us so that we may pray them with complete and utter confidence. When faced with utter tragedy and disaster, when no other words are possible, these
words belong to us. When all else fails us, these words are sufficient. There is no moment
where they are not appropriate, there is no need these words cannot address.
So, when assessing the question, “How” or “What am I to Pray,” start here. Pray the Lord’s
Prayer. Inscribe these words in your heart and in your mind. Pray the Prayer frequently, let it
become as familiar and welcome to you as breath itself. And, in praying the Lord’s Prayer, let it
shape and mold you, reordering your priorities and wants, so that you might indeed come to
know, love, and trust God above all other things.
May you have a Blessed and fruitful Lent!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

Great time
had by all

at the Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper!

Reminder: Deadline for April newsletter is March 19th!!!
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Wednesdays during Lent
February 21st — March 21st
Soup and Bread Suppers at 6:00 pm
Vespers at 7:00 pm
Theme: “Ecumenical Brokenness”
Lay Assistants for Lenten Vespers
February 28th

Steve Woodruff

March 7th

Debby Borrelli

March 14th

Mary Haas

March 21st

Jeanne Lemasters

Sponsors for Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers
February 28th

Panera Group

March 7th

Fellowship

March 14th

Council

March 21st

Piecemakers/WELCA

Sunday School
We will have a special class at 9 am on March 18th.
We will learn about St. Patrick.
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From the Piecemakers
February was a short, but busy month. We received a very
heavy box from Jo Ann Failinger in Wisconsin. The box contained 53 quilt tops. This gift is more than half the number for
quilts we set for our yearly goal to Lutheran World Relief. YOUR
HELP IS NEEDED! Of course, with more tying we can do more
than the 100, and we are also planning on giving several quilts to
the Children’s hospital. Also, please let the church office or members of the Piece Makers know of anyone who would benefit from
a lap robe. Joining us during the Lenten Season would be a nice
service toward helping others throughout the world.
A new chart providing data on the distribution of items donated
through Lutheran World Relief has been posted in the narthex.
LWR works with other organizations. Nations receiving assistance tend to change over the years as new problems develop.
The news tells us of the large numbers of refugees from various problems in the world. Quilts we
make are distributed through the Maryland center. In 2017 people in Georgia, Haiti, India, Mauritania, Peru, Serbia, and Tanzania received a total of 159,390 quilts. In total LWR sent 305,490
quilts.
We are happy that Lee Paulson is better and can join us for fellowship. We were happy to learn
that Helen has had successful medical procedures and pray that these continue to provide her
with more energy. Among the large number of quilts now hanging in the church are some that
Helen and others have been taking home and tying. Please consider doing this if you cannot attend our Friday gatherings. Thank you Diann Craig for your donation of plastic storage boxes.
We use these to keep our supplies and tops needed in completing quilts. The Piece Makers and
WELCA look forward to seeing you at the Lenten Supper we will serve on March 21, and we look
forward to presenting a quilt at an upcoming baptism.

Mon^[y M[r]h 26 through Fri^[y M[r]h 30 — M[tins

9:00 @M

Tu_s^[y m[r]h 27 — ]hrism m[ss

11:00 [m

Thurs^[y M[r]h 29 — M[ss [n^ w[shing of F__t

7:00 pm

Fri^[y M[r]h 30 — Tr_ Or_ @ Trinity Epis]op[l

12:00 pm

Goo^ Fri^[y s_rvi]_ with [^or[tion of th_ ]ross
S[tur^[y M[r]h 31 — Chil^r_n’s _v_nt
Gr_[t vigil of _[st_r @ Trinity Epis]op[l
Sun^[y @pril 1 — m[tins

7:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 [m

Br_[kf[st

8:30-9:30 [m

F_stiv[l m[ss

10:00 [m
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News from Council
Council met on Thursday, February 15th. The first order of business was the election of new officers. The following were elected:
President: Steve Gabbert
Vice President: Aaron Metzger
Secretary: Jerry Bouquot
Treasurer: Debby Borrelli
Outgoing members Laura Bonsall and Brenda Stiles were thanked for their good work on
Council, with a special thanks to our outgoing President, Brenda, who worked so long and hard
and well for this church during the past year.
New members were welcomed: Steve Gabbert (continuing after filling a 1 year vacancy),
Aaron Metzger and Julie Sandolfini
Treasurer’s Report from Debby Borrelli: We are $2,291 under our expenses for this year, with
an average weekly offering of $4,439. We have received $2,748 in dividends from our new
Thrivent restricted account.
Lenten activities: Council encourages all members to attend the Wednesday evening meals
and services, and the Easter Breakfast. Each meal is prepared by different groups in the congregation and are always special activities. Also, Pastor is providing special teaching sessions
on Sundays and Tuesdays.
Youth Group dinner: The Youth Group had a very successful Italian dinner after last month’s
Annual Congregational meeting. They are planning two more similar events before they leave
for the national Lutheran Youth assembly in Houston this summer.
Charging for parking? Council has been asked to discuss the pros and cons of charging for
use of our parking lot during the week. If anyone has a comment or suggestion in this regard
please contact a Council member.

EASTER SUNDAY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
April 1st, 2018
Easter Continental Breakfast 8:30—9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Come and visit together and enjoy light breakfast foods.
Please use the signup sheets in the narthex to volunteer
to bring food items or for set up, serving, and clean up.

Page 6

The Epistle

Good news from the Chapel.
Attendance is up from the fall semester and general traffic has increased. The Chapel continues to be a strong Lutheran presence and provide important services to many WVU Students
and Faculty. Activities include Sunday Mass, Sunday and Tuesday Compline, Wednesday
Sext. Also the Chapel hosted Lemonade Days, Hot Dog Day, a screening of the PBS Martin Luther Documentary, Wurst Dinner, Joint Lutheran-Roman Catholic Prayer Service to Commemorate Reformation 500, Offered the prayer at the WVU Veterans Day Breakfast.
The Website has been renovated, and all social media platforms have been consolidated. Please take a look on
Website - www.lutheranmountaineer.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/LCMWVU
Twitter - https://twitter.com/LCMWVU
In addition to all of that, the Chapel basement has been reorganized and Pastor Tony now has a
desk upstairs in the Chapel Narthex.
The board passed a budget at the last board meeting. The board is
working to sustain the Chapel ministry by pledging to raise money as
individual board members. Funding is still a challenge as different
funding sources change or shrink. If you have questions about the
Chapel budget or funding please contact the Chapel Treasurer,
Debby Borrelli.
Respectfully submitted,
Dave Stiles
St Paul Liaison to the WVU Lutheran Chapel

March 2018

Page 7

EASTER FOOD BASKETS— Our Goal – 30 Baskets or more
for Rock Forge Neighborhood House
Three ways you can help:
1. Donate purchased food
2. Donate money
3. Donate time
We need 30 or more of each item listed
Item:
Potatoes
Dressing

Minimum Amount:
2 or 3 boxes instant
2 boxes or 1 large bag

Dinner Rolls
1 dozen
Noodles
1 large bag
Green beans
2 cans (60 or more total)
Carrots
2 cans (60 or more total)
Corn
2 cans (60 or more total)
Applesauce
1 jar
Gravy
1 or 2 jars
Peanut butter
1 small jar
Jelly
1 small jar
Rice side dish
1 bag or box
Drink packets (KoolAid)
2 packets
Mac and cheese
1 box
Easter candy
1 bag
Dessert (pie, cake or cookie mix)
Extra items that any family would appreciate are egg dye and disposable pans.
We will assemble the baskets on Sunday, March 25th, and deliver on Monday, March 26th. For
more information, contact Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com) or the church office
(office@stpaulmorgantown.org -- 304-599-0620).
If you would like to donate money please specify that your donation be used for the Easter baskets and place it in the offering plate. The people at Rock Forge are tell us that words cannot
express their appreciation for our donations. Your help will make a family’s Easter more joyful!!
Date

Set up

Clean up

3/4

MaryLee

Tiffany

3/11

Jeanne

Jeanne

3/18

MaryLee

Mary

3/25

Tamara

Gretchen

3/29 Maundy Thursday

MaryLee

Jeanne
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Holy Saturday
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
and EASTER EGG HUNT
March 31, 2018 1-3 pm
For all preschool and elementary children
A light snack will be provided. Please wear play clothes and bring a basket.

Donations of hard-boiled eggs are requested and greatly appreciated!
Please email Tamara Riegel at teriegel@yahoo.com or call the church office at 304-599-0620
with questions or if you would like to donate eggs. Thank you!

January 2018

March 2018
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S_rving in m[r]h
SERVING
ST. PAUL

LAY

March 2018

ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

S.
Kirkpatrick

H. Gillen

P. Smith

Gillen

S. Price

S. Gabbert

K. Powell

R. Shockley

L. Springer

S. Gabbert

A. Metzger

W. Slaughter

L. Bonsall

B. Graham

J. Kliner

D. Custer

A. Metzger

R. Sampson

S. & D. Lynch

4th
10:00 AM

M. Sampson

J. Bouquot

11th
10:00 AM

J.

R. Sampson

Lemasters

Naumann

S. Kirkpatrick
B. Shockley

18th
10:00 AM

M. Haas

Metzger

L. Bonsall
G. Endres

25th
10:00 AM

D. Borrelli

A. Peters

Palm Sunday

29

Ohlinger

K. Powell
J. Sandolfini

S. Gabbert
G. Riegel

th

Maundy
Thursday

Jeanne
Lemasters

Earl Melby

Ethan Stiles

Brenda
Stiles

R. Shockley

K. Powell

R. Sampson

S. McEwuen

*****

*****

*****

*****

*****

*****

7:00 PM

30th
Good
Friday
7:00 PM
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The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to misuse the name of your God. What is
this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not
curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but
instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to,
praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on
God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted
up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.
Person for whom we intercede:
Linda Kleeb
Rennay Worden
Audrey Smith
Bo Kaminski
Elizabeth Graham
Barbara Ambrose
Greg Baniak
Dave Maxson
Michael Frownfelter
Steve Game
Chris Lotspeich
Jason Campbell
Mary Myers
Adam Stiles
Sandra Moherman
Jamie Strauss
Midge Lemasters
Vernon Dalton
Dominic Petrucci
Charlie Shaffer
Ruth Duley
Larry O’Neal
Steve Hockensmith
Cindy Lemasters
Brent Berardi

For what we are praying:
Cancer
Illness
Stroke
Cancer/surgery
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Life challenges
Illness
Illness
Recovery from illness
Injury
Injury
Injury/rehabilitation
Cancer
Cancer
Stroke
Surgery
Illness

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Aaron Sampson

Stationed in VA
Stationed in AZ
Deployed in Kuwait

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg
Lee Paulson

Parkinsons

March 2018
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