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“A spiritual Master taught his disciple, ‘A lesson can be learned from anything.’  The Student, seeking to 

challenge the Master, searched the room, looking for the most mundane, the most inconsequential object, 

so that he might disprove the Master’s wisdom.  The Student’s gaze fell upon a telephone; certainly the 

Master’s wisdom could not have anything to say about this modern but ubiquitous object.  So the Student 

asked, “Master, what lesson can this telephone teach me?”  To the Student’s surprise, the Master’s face lit 

up and the Master responded, “Ah!  My Student, you grasp the most sublime Truth of all!  For the humble 

telephone teaches us what is said ‘here’ is heard ‘there’!  Indeed, you are wise!” (A Modern Buddhist 

Tale)  

   So, “Why” do we pray?  It’s a good question, so stop and think about it for a moment.  As I discussed 

last month, when the Church uses the word “Pray,” we mean something concrete (beyond keeping some-

thing or someone “in mind,” or merely sending out “positive” thoughts or “vibes”)—that in Prayer we are 

seeking God’s intervention in a situation and on behalf of someone—and that we believe that request (or 

petition) has an effect.  Our Prayers are never “empty words”; what is said “here” is heard “there.”  In this 

fashion, Prayer is “conversation,” a “telling” God about what troubles us, what hurts us, and what is hap-

pening in our world and our lives.  But “Why” do we pray?  The question doesn’t beg the question so 

much about what we mean about the definition of the word “Prayer,” but instead what we mean about the 

definition of “God.” 

   In a good, Western, neo-Aristotelian fashion of speaking about God, we confess that God is unlimited, 

eternal, omnipresent, and omniscient.  There is no time without God, no “place” without God, and there is 

nothing that God neither “sees” nor “knows.”  These are important qualities since if you remove them, 

“God” becomes just another “thing,” another temporal object; indeed, Saint Anselm posits that God cer-

tainly “is”…must “be” actually…since the human experience has no such other analog, so the very fact we 

can conceive of something that is “perfect” when we have nothing that we can point to from our experi-

ence must mean that God has disclosed it.  Or maybe, to put it 

more bluntly, if God isn’t “unlimited” then it isn’t really “god” at 

all, and that holds true for the other adjectives as well.  But if God 

is “omniscient” and “knows everything that is,” then why do we 

need to pray?  Likewise, if God is “omnipresent” and there is “no 

place where God is not,” why then do we need to pray? 
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News from Council 

St. Paul council did not meet in December, due to a light agenda and lack of quorum. 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is 

scheduled for Sunday, January 21st,              
immediately following worship.  

  Snow date is January 28th. 

 

Committee Chairs: 

please submit annual reports to the church office by January 14th. 

   The short answer reveals a new dimension of what the Church means when we speak of “Prayer.”  We 

(as Christians) do not Pray as though God does not know our lives and circumstances.  We may cry out “O, 

Lord help me!” but we always have the knowledge that God already knows what we need.  So Prayer need 

never be an attempt to cajole or coerce God’s intervention.  Instead, “why” we pray is because God desires 

relationship with us.  Just as Prayer is not “sending up good vibes,” so too Prayer is not pleading our case 

to an indifferent or ignorant deity.  God—who knows all, sees all, and is present in all—desires to speak 

with us and us with him.  God wants to hear your voice, to know your woes, to know what keeps you 

awake at night, to know the dark corners of your soul; not because God doesn’t already know them, but 

because God desires a relationship with you.  And we, in return, should also desire a relationship with God.  

If we love God, if we desire God for love’s own sake, then we too want to hear God’s voice as well.  The 

dynamic of Prayer can be seen as closely related to COMMUNION—an intimate sharing that cannot be 

compelled but can only happen freely and willingly.  In Prayer, God freely opens his Presence to us and 

desires that we, likewise, would freely offer ourselves to him. 

   So, “Why” do we Pray?  Because God desires us and we desire God.  The God of the whole universe en-

ters time and space to be “with us,” and Prayer is one of the chief ways we “dwell with God.”  We stop all 

else we are doing, we empty our hands and our agenda and spend time with God, holding nothing from 

him.  The fact that God is omnipotent, omnipresent, and eternal should not stifle our prayer, but rather 

should empower us to pray, for if God wanted nothing to do with us 

(“warts” and all), then God would not have to tolerate our presence.  

But wonders of wonders, God does seek us out, God wants our prayers, 

God desires you and me…”warts” and all.  So, this Christmastide, 

draw closer to God, even as God draws close to you. 

 

Pax Christi! 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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The 2018 Soup & Bread Luncheon, the primary fundraiser of Empty Bowls Monongalia, will be 
held on Saturday, February 24th, 2018, at Mylan Park.  Empty Bowls provides support for or-
ganizations that combat hunger and promotes awareness about local hunger issues.  

At the luncheon, soup is served in handmade bowls.  Guests may keep their bowl as a reminder 
of the meal’s purpose.  

Contact Tamara Riegel to purchase a ticket: in person, email at office@stpaulmorgantown.org, 
or phone 304-599-0620.  Please make out checks to Empty Bowls Monongalia; luncheon tickets 
are $20; children ten and under eat free, but do not receive a bowl. 
 
If you wish to volunteer at the luncheon, you may sign up online. To read position descrip-
tions, go to http://ebmon.org/ and click on “volunteer”.  Then email miketammymil-
lereb@gmail.com to sign up.  Signup begins January 1, 2018. 
 

St Paul will be sending 11 youth and 4 adults to the National 
Youth Gathering in Houston next summer.   The cost of sending 
the kids to the event is high; therefore we are planning various 
fund raising events.  

Mark your calendars; the next event we are planning is 
a Spaghetti and Meatball lunch, Sunday, January 21st.  We plan 
to have dinners ready for "eat in" during or "pick up" before and 
after the annual congregational meeting.  

   

  Dinners will consist of: 

  Salad 

  Pasta with marinara Sauce 

  Homemade Meatballs 

  Rolls 

  Variety of Desserts 

  Variety of Drinks 

 

Free will offering with a suggested donation of $10.  

For more information about the ELCA Youth Gathering visit this website -
 http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering 
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From the Piecemakers 

  

The Piece Makers finished 2017 with special activities and plans for 2018. Because we were 
treated to carols and favorite pop songs played by Sue Lynch on one of the electric organs in the 
fellowship hall, the Christmas Party on December 15 included singing rather than “whistling 
while we worked.” We also sent Christmas cards to several former members who have moved to 
other communities and talked of our hopes for their holiday activities.  

In December we completed several quilts with Christmas designs that you can see hanging from 
the balcony in the back of the church. We also completed 15 quilts 
which Sherry and Dana Fox delivered to the Lutheran World Relief. 
Thank you for delivering these for us. This past year we donated 
over 100 quilts to LWR and also a number of quilts to the Veteran’s 
Hospital in Clarksburg and to the Community Lutheran Partners’ as-
sistance program for the flood victims.   

Our work is made possible in part by donations of money and sup-
plies from members and friends. This month we especially thank 
Mary Ellen Smith, Sylvia McEwuen, and Sandy Price for their dona-
tions and Helen Goryance for taking home donated pieces of fabric 
to cut, arrange and sew into tops for lap robes.   

We will return to working on quilts January 5, 2018 at 10AM. Come join us. 

    CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS  

Thank you to all who donated and helped. 

You have brightened the holiday season for 
forty families!!! 
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November 2017 

Special Days in January 

January 1
st     

The Name of Jesus 

January 6
th     

Epiphany of Our Lord 

 January 7
th        

 Baptism of Our Lord  
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Sunday School  

We have a special New Year class at 9 am on January 7th. 

What talents do you have to share?What talents do you have to share?What talents do you have to share?What talents do you have to share?    

 

All of us have different talents, gifts and skills that we use in our 
daily lives at home, at work or school and in our civic organiza-
tions.  I would like for you to consider how our family at St Paul can 
benefit from your talents and skills.  Many of you are already in-
volved in visible and behind the scenes way, and we are grateful for your service.  If you haven't 
found the best way to use your skills, please take a look at the website – the address is on our 
new magnets (By the way, if you haven’t picked up your magnet yet, there are some available in 
the narthex).  The "our work" tab on the website contains a description of what we do here and in 
our community.  We also have printed copies of the ministry directory if you aren't a computer 
user.    

  

We have included a pdf attachment of the 2018 “Time and Talent Survey” in the email of this 
newsletter. You will notice that it looks a little different than in recent years.  It still includes a way 
to indicate your continued commitment to ministries and activities and a place to express your 
interest in getting more information.  A new section will allow you to tell us about your talents and 
skills and how often you might be able to use them.  For example, maybe you are great with 
home repairs and you could help out once or twice a year.  Are you able to lead a topic discus-
sion a couple of times a year?  Or do you enjoy computer work and could help out an hour a 
month?  The idea is that we can identify people with special skills or abilities that can be tapped 
into when a need arises.  You can decline if the time isn't right, but we hope that this additional 
opportunity may help you find a way to contribute when you can and as often as you can.  

  

As in any family, it takes all of us working together.  Paul writes in Romans 12: We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in dili-
gence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8, NRSV)  

 

Please print the 2018 Time and Talent Survey, fill it out, and return it in the offering plate or to the 
church office.  If you prefer an already-printed version, this will be included in the Sunday bulle-
tins in January. 

  

We ask you to pray for wisdom to know how you can best use your God-given gifts and, please 
listen for God's nudge.  He will help you find the time to use your talents.  

Lisa Moherman 

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee 
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Date Set up Clean up 

1/7 Jeanne Jeanne 

1/14 Tamara Tiffany 

1/21 MaryLee Gretchen 

1/28 Jeanne Jeanne 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

January 
2018 

  

LAY 

ASSIS-
TANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

7th 

10:00 AM 

Baptism of 
our Lord 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

B. Stiles 

 

A. & S. Peters 

S. Werntz 

G. Riegel 

 

S. McEwuen 

P. Smith 

 

Martin 

 

S. Woodruff 

G. Endres 

14th 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

T. Potter 

 

S. Gabbert 

H. Gillen 

 

D. Custer 

A. Metzger 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

J. Bouquot 

21st 

10:00 AM 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

 

S. 
Kirkpatrick 

 

J. Kliner 

L. Bonsall 

 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Metzger 

 

C. Toffle 

B. Shockley 

28th 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Sampson 

 

 

G. Grosso 

 

 

N. & R. 
Sampson 

 

L. Springer 

B. Graham 

 

 

Kristen Smith 

A. Peters 

 

B. Graham 

N. Atwell 

Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned ab-
sences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office (304-599-
0620 or  office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 

Reminder: Deadline for February newsletter is January 22nd!!! 

S_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ry    

     The church office will be closed December 25-26.  The office 
     will be open on an as-needed basis for the rest of the week.  
     Pastor Jerry is always available via his cell phone, 304-926-
     4752. 
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The Prayer List for St. Paul 
 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You are not 

to misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and love God, 

so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but 

instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give 

thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list 
here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Jackie Wesselschmidt        Cancer 
Quinn Williams (infant)        Stage 4 cancer 
Diann Craig          Illness 
Barnes-Rollands family        Family challenges 
Linda Kleeb          Cancer 
Rennay Worden         Illness 
June Suwak          Cancer 
Audrey Smith         Stroke 
Bo Kaminski          Cancer/surgery 
Elizabeth Graham         Illness 
Barbara Ambrose         Cancer 
Greg Baniak          Cancer 
Dave Maxson         Cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Steve Game          Cancer 
Bernard Knott         Cancer 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Jason Campbell         Cancer 
Mary Myers          Illness 
Rita Beauchamp         Serious injury 
Adam Stiles          Life challenges 
Sandra Moherman         Illness 
Jamie Strauss         Illness 
Midge Lemasters         Recovery from illness 
Vernon Dalton         Injury 
Dominic Petrucci         Injury 
Charlie Shaffer         Injury/rehabilitation 
    
Justin Kirkpatrick         Stationed in VA                  
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
Aaron Sampson         Deployed in Kuwait 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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