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The Reformation@500
Fact, Fiction, and Legend
Note: This is the final installment in a series of articles looking at
the history—the facts, the misconceptions, and the legends—of the
Lutheran Reformation as the West celebrates the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
If there is one, final, false narrative about the (Lutheran) Reformation that needs to be exposed
and discussed, it is the idea that October 31, 1517, marked a “final,” watershed moment and that
the Reformation was accomplished on that day. This narrative casts the Reformation in the pasttense and permanently casts the conflicts and divisions of the Reformation in stone. It is a pervasive narrative on “both sides” of the issue, and if it were true, would allow us to safely and
comfortably hate those in the other camp because there would be no future to dream about or to
strive for. In fact, the Reformation is, as of yet, unaccomplished and incomplete; an unfinished
work that must be picked up and resumed again, and again, and again.
Let us start at the ultimate end of all things, the “telos” [the Greek word Telos means the final
“state” and goal of a thing] of the Church in eternity. There is only ONE Church. The Scriptures
are unambiguous on this belief and we say it every Sunday in the Creeds. There is only ONE
Church. Why begin here? We need to start at the end because it is the ecumenical destiny of
Lutherans to be part of that ONE Church. Some Lutherans will argue that we can believe this
because it is the Lutherans who have a monopoly on the Faith and so they alone compose that
“one Church” that we strive for in the telos of God. But that interpretation strains against the witness and language of the Creeds and Luther himself who never makes that argument. If there is
one thing that tends to nettle Lutherans and Luther scholars, it is that Luther—unlike other Protestants like John Calvin—never sets up a new ecclesiology [a theology of the Church]. Why? Why did Luther never take the step of
setting up a new order of clergy and Bishops and drawing up new
rites and liturgies? The simplest and most direct answer is this: Luther never envisioned a “separate” Church apart from the Roman
Catholic Church so he did not see a need to set up a new ecclesiology apart from Rome. That ONE Church Lutherans dream of is the
same Church Luther sought to Reform 500 years ago! It is not that
“we” have a monopoly on the Truth or some new revelation of it, but
rather we, like Martin Luther, fervently look for the healing of the
wrongs of the Church so that we can live in harmony with the
Church.
In some ways, this raises more questions than it answers. If this is
so, then why are we “Lutherans” still standing apart from the Church
of Rome? Again, the simplest answer is that the Reformation has
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not been accomplished—yet—and we still, therefore, have matters of “Protest” that need to be
resolved. Some of the original “Protests” have been, thankfully, answered over the years. Other
articles are still in dispute. And some new issues unimagined by Luther and his contemporaries
have arisen on both sides. The list is probably too long for a newsletter article to chronicle, but
the main point is this: we (Lutherans) are NOT standing apart simply because we are too stubborn to move back into communion, nor because we somehow deign that our separate existence
was ordained by God. IF the ultimate telos of the Church is to be ONE, THEN we must continually ask ourselves why it is not yet so, and if there is nothing to honestly dispute within the
Church, then we ought to fold our tents and seek reconciliation with our Mother Church. But if
there ARE yet things of substance to be resolved, then we likewise owe it to ourselves—and our
brothers and sisters in Rome—to renew our efforts to see those matters addressed and resolved
for the sake of the well-being of the Church of God.
The reality is that we are still separate, still “Lutherans” and “Catholics,” BECAUSE there are
matters in dispute between us. But beyond our division from the Church in Rome, we Lutherans
are even divided within our own tradition. So, the work of Reform is not simply about re-lodging
our complaints against the Pope and the Catholic Church, but there also needs to be a sober examination of what is broken within US. Like a pane of glass that has been shattered, the resulting fragments of the Reformation are weaker than the original pane. Almost from the start, Lutherans have separated themselves from one another. Perhaps before even reassessing the issues between “us” and “Rome,” we ought to assess what we need to do to reconcile ourselves to
our brothers and sisters under the “Lutheran” banner. Lutherans, it turns out, are in desperate
need of Reform ourselves.
The call for “Reform” is easier to lob at someone than it is to hear directed to ourselves. That’s
why, I think, it is tempting to cast the Reformation in the “past-tense.” From the Roman side,
there still is great pain in hearing Protestant charges of wrong-doing. It is easier instead to cast
the Protestants as “trouble-makers” and mentally-troubled rebels. On the Protestant side, there
needs to be an honest examination of conscience; what have we done to the Church and how
willing are we to heal the divisions inside the Body of Christ? How have we, as Lutheran Protestants, contributed to the division in the Church in our uncharitable language and actions? How
have we, as Lutherans, failed to live up to the Lutheran convictions of “Justification by Grace
through Faith” and instead contented ourselves with being “protestant” purely for the sake of being “not Catholic?” And how have we, as Lutherans, accommodated ourselves to a culture of
separation and “politeness,” and surrendered our theological distinctiveness in favor of “just getting along”?
The Reformation has not ended. In truth, it didn’t “begin” on October 31, 1517, and similarly it
didn’t end there, either. If it had ended, we would have to assess the Reformation as a dismal
failure for it did not accomplish the Reformation of either the Roman Catholic Church nor the
“Protestant” Christians that came out of it. But, thanks be to God! The Reformation is NOT over,
it continues today and into tomorrow, drawing us to the telos of the Church where we will be truly
ONE.
Pax Christi!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS
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Council Meeting Highlights
St. Paul Church Council met Thursday, October 19, 2017.

Treasurer announced that for Sept, expenses were larger than income by $2,778. Year to date
expenses are $9,900 higher than income. This does not affect any of the special or designated
funds. Please review your giving , and catch-up if you need to, or consider giving additional offerings as you are able.
Pastor Kliner has been invited by the Martin family to officiate at the inurnment of Dr. James and
Elizabeth Martin’s remains at Arlington Nation Cemetery in Virginia. The date of the inurnment
is yet to be determined by the cemetery and family
The Youth Group will be conducting their 2nd fundraiser for the trip to the 2018 Youth Gathering
in Houston. The group will sell cake pans from now until Nov. 1st. See a youth member or Jen
Peters to place an order.
The Council has elected to call a second special congregational meeting following worship on
November 12th, one following the other. The first meeting will be to discuss and approve the
2018 Mission Spending Plan for the congregation. The second meeting will be to discuss and
approve a capital improvement project to construct a canopy over the Patteson Dr. side entrance
to the Fellowship Hall. The funding for this project will come from a Memorial donation.
The Council is still seeking a Sexton to provide routine maintenance. We will be contacting
MTEC, WV Women Work and the Unemployment office to place ads for the position. We are
offering a part time position of 5 hours/week at $12.00/hr.

Thanksgiving Baskets
We will be collecting donations for Thanksgiving baskets until November 20th. We will continue
to collect food through Dec 17th to stock the general pantry and fill baskets for Christmas.
Our goal is to provide meals for 30 or more families through the Rock Forge Food Pantry for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. We are asking for donations of food,
money and time. A list of food that is needed for each Food Basket will
be placed in the church bulletin and on the church website, or call the
church office for more information. If you would like to donate money,
please note “Food Baskets” on your check or offering envelope and
place it in the offering basket. The Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled on Sunday, November 19th, and we would love a donation of
your time to help assemble or deliver the baskets. Questions? Contact
the church office (office@stpaulmorgantown.org, or 304-599-0620) or
Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com) . Rock Forge appreciates your
continued support of this outreach to families in our community. Your
help will make a family’s holiday season much brighter!!!
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Our 2017 Walk to End Alzheimer’s team
Thirteen members of St. Paul walked on October 15th. Kay was
with us in spirit because she was at the wedding of her granddaughter in Texas. Thanks for all who walked and donated. Money
is still being collected for the walk so if you missed the walk or want
to give to our efforts, there are envelopes in the Narthex.

Remember to set your clocks back on
Sunday, November 5th

Reformation Sunday Special Event
October 29th, 9 am
Open to all ages
Join us for Reformation fun and learning
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From the Piecemakers
The Piece Makers sent off 19 additional quilts to the warehouse last month.
Thank you to Sherry and Dana Fox for making the delivery for us.
Thank you to the unnamed elves who donated fabric and sheets to our efforts. We really would like for some additional elves who can tie square knots
to join us in person on Friday at 10-2. Watch for the additional quilts to appear in the church as we are close to meeting the goal of 100 quilts for Lutheran World Relief
this year. This means that we will be looking for a volunteer who is driving east to deliver these
before the end of 2017.

St Paul will be sending 11 youth and 4 adults to the National
Youth Gathering in Houston next Summer. The cost of send
the kids to the event is high, therefore we are planning various
fund raising events.
Mark your calendars; the next event we are planning is
a Spaghetti and Meatball lunch, Sunday December 3rd. We
plan to have dinners ready for "eat in" or "pick up" after church
until 1:00pm.
Dinners will consist of:
Salad
Pasta with marinara Sauce
Homemade Meatballs
Rolls
Variety of Desserts
Variety of Drinks

Free will offering with a suggested donation of $10.
For more information about the ELCA Youth Gathering visit this website - http://www.elca.org/
YouthGathering
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Advent Vespers, Wednesdays, 7 pm
Beginning December 6th

Printed devotional resources for Advent will be available at
the church
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Sunday, Nov. 12th
Two meetings of the
Congregation:
The first to review and approve the
2018 Spending Plan
The second to discuss and approve a
capital improvement project
To be held immediately following
worship.

Date

Set up

Clean up

November 5

Tamara

Mary

November 12

Jeanne

Gretchen

November 19

MaryLee

Tiffany

November 26

Jeanne

Jeanne

Reminder: Deadline for December newsletter is November 20th!!!
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September 2017

Special Sundays in November

November 5th — All Saints Sunday. Please submit
names for remembrance during the service
November 26th — Christ the King
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The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment:
You are not to misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are
to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or
deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of
need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation,
we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
Quinn Williams (infant)
Diann Craig
Elaine Huy
Barnes-Rollands family
Linda Kleeb
Rennay Worden
June Suwak
Fred Meyer
Audrey Smith
Bo Kaminski
Elizabeth Graham
Barbara Ambrose
Greg Baniak
Dave Maxson
Michael Frownfelter
Bernard Knott
Steve Game
Chris Lotspeich
Jason Campbell
Mary Myers
Leroy Harrell
Rita Beauchamp
Corrine Schroyer
Adam Stiles
Sandra Moherman
Stan Huber

For what we are praying:
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Illness
Cancer
Family challenges
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Stroke
Cancer/surgery
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Serious injury
Illness
Life challenges
Falls
Illness

Family of John Erickson
Family of Miranda Maxwell
Family of Jean Comer
Family of Joan Huber

Comfort in grief
Comfort in grief
Comfort in grief
Comfort in grief

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Stationed in VA
Stationed in AZ

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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S_rving in nov_m\_r

SERVING ST
PAUL
November

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

J. Lemasters

M. Kirkpatrick

A. & S. Peters

P. Smith

Martin

C. Toffle

N. & R.
Sampson

L. Springer

K. Smith

D. Custer

G. Riegel

A. Metzger

H. Gillen

K. & G.
Kullman

Metzger

R. Shockley

K. Powell

Ohlinger

S. Gabbert

B. Graham

2017

5th
10:00 AM
All Saints

M. Ferer

12th
10:00 AM

M. Haas

J. Lemasters

Naumann

S. Price
B. Shockley

19th
10:00 AM

E. Stiles

R. Sampson

S. Werntz

26th
10:00 AM
Christ the
King

D. Stiles
N. Atwell

J. Kliner
D. Borrelli

E. Melby

B. Graham
J. Bouquot

B. Suder

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)
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