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The Reformation@500
Fact, Fiction, and Legend

Note: This is the fourth installment in a series of articles looking at the history—the facts, the
misconceptions, and the legends—of the Lutheran Reformation as the West celebrates the 500th
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
As the Lutheran Reformation unfolded, three principle slogans captured the Lutheran imagination and came to symbolize the essential points of what it meant “to be” a Lutheran. I want to
briefly look at each of these slogans to see what they say about who we are, but also how they
have been misused and misapplied over the years.

Sola Scriptura—Scripture Alone!
One of Luther’s key issues in the Indulgence dispute was over the authority of the Pope to declare truths (dogma) apart from, and even over and against, the witness of Holy Scripture. To be
sure, Holy Scripture itself—the Canon of Holy Scripture that we call “the Bible”—came from the
Church, so “Sola Scriptura” should never be used as a cudgel against the Church. Lutherans
invoke “Sola Scriptura” to assert that Scripture holds the “trump” position in terms of authority in
terms of revealing Truth and determining conduct. Every other source of authority stands under
the witness of Holy Scripture. An example of this regards the Truth around the Sacrament of
Holy Communion; we believe that the Sacrament IS the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
because Christ himself says “This is my Body,” and “This
is my Blood…”. We can quibble about matters around
the Sacrament—the type of wine we may use, for instance—but on the essential Truth of the Sacrament, the
Lutheran conscience is bound by Holy Scripture.
“Sola Scriptura,” gets misused when we try to argue
that “If it’s not in the Bible, then God doesn’t want us to
know it.” The Bible is silent on a wide variety of issues
that then get left to our best, prudential judgment. The
Church—in its Traditions, Theology, and Teaching—does
well to assist us in knowing certain things, but all Dogma
and Doctrine must be in accordance with Holy Scripture
and, if it is not commanded in Holy Scripture, one cannot
not be compelled to believe it.
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Sola Fide—Faith Alone!
The opposite of “Faith Alone” is a doctrine of “works,” which posits that a person is saved by
their works without ever having a shred of Faith. For instance, a theology of works would allow
a person to achieve salvation because they “lived a good life”—feeding the hungry, volunteering
at various “good” causes, etc…--but never believing that Jesus died for their sins. A theology of
works is pernicious and tells us to trust in ourselves and not in God. Instead, “Sola Fide” calls
us to place our trust not in ourselves and in our works, but to have Faith—which is Trust—in
God. This Faith then becomes manifested in our Good Works, but it is the Faith that saves us,
not the works themselves.
“Sola Fide” is misused when we imply that we need not do any Good Works, but rather that
we are “saved” by merely having a “private” and interior Faith. As the Epistle of James reminds
us, “Faith without works is dead.” Likewise, we misuse “Sola Fide” when we make “faith” a matter of intellectual thought (assent) or a matter of mere emotion. “Sola Fide” was never meant to
allow the Faithful to live apart from the Church nor to live dissolute lives with the certainty of
“being saved” because they “thought” or “felt” a purely interior “faith” or “belief in a god.”

Sola Gratia—Grace Alone!
Stemming from the assertion of “Sola Fide” that it is Faith which justifies and not works, the
cry of “Sola Gratia” carries great power for Lutherans. Salvation is God’s Free Gift, procured for
us by Christ’s Holy Suffering and Death. Through our works, we merit only God’s righteous
judgment and wrath, for we have done nothing worthy of God’s love. Indeed, were we to be
able to keep the Law perfectly, we would only be doing that which God desires and commands
of us. Instead, “Sola Gratia” reminds us that God’s love is pure and that salvation and life flows
freely from that Love without any merit upon our part at all.
We misuse and misapply “Sola Gratia” when we assert that “Grace” has negated the Law.
This is what Bonhoeffer rightly calls “Cheap Grace,” because, in the words of Bonhoeffer, it justifies the sin without justifying the sinner. Rather, the Law drives us to treasure God’s Grace because through the Law we come to understand the magnitude of God’s Grace and Love.
Hopefully as we explore and unpack these key Lutheran sayings, we can be drawn more
deeply into what the Lutheran Reformation can offer us. When used well, these three “Solas”
give meaning and direction to our Lutheran theology. They distinctively mark us as being
“Lutheran” among the wider Christian Church and even more distinctively among the plethora of
religions. As we celebrate this Anniversary of the Reformation, may they be a blessing to you.
Pax Christi!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS
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Council Meeting Highlights
St. Paul Church Council met Thursday, September 21
Council gathered early to hear Ryan Ebner, the ELCA Foundation Regional Gift Planner for our area. He discussed the benefits and pitfalls of arranging legacy gifts to
churches and charities through our wills, as well as through other legal and financial means. He offered to meet with our congregational members individually or in
groups, and to provide a short Temple Talk to explain gift planning. He also does
asset inventories and helps churches with their gift policies and practices. Our Memorial Gift Committee will review his information and bring a report back to Council, but Council was favorably impressed by his offerings.
Our Treasurer, Debby Borrelli, announced that we have fallen considerably behind in
our giving: expenses are more than $7,100 over income for this year. She also reported that our average attendance for August was 73, a bit lower than usual but
expected to increase from now on as summer has ended.
All committee chairs are asked to turn in their budget plan for 2018 before the end of
October, and we will have a Congregational Budget meeting on November 12th,
after the Sunday service. All members are asked to attend.
We have 11 Youth members and 4 Adult members attending the national Youth Gathering in Houston. Continued activities, especially football parking at the Church,
are still ongoing to raise the $1,400 cost for each person attending.
The brick sidewalk in front of the doors to the Education Wing have been replaced by
a concrete walk, so the doors are once again handicap accessible. We are also
planning to create a Memorial Garden and are seeking estimates for doing so. We
are also getting estimates for replacing the furnace.
The Property Committee is still looking for a new Sexton. The position entails about 5
hours per week, at $12.50 per hour. If anyone is interested, or knows someone
who might be interested, please contact Tamara at the Church office.
The Stewardship Committee is still culling through old membership rosters in order to
develop a more current list of members. The ELCA requires this to be done periodically. You can help by viewing the Church’s website during each of the next
three months and letting Tamara know if you see anyone on the lists whom you
know is no longer associated with the congregation. We will put up a different 1/3
of the list each of the next three months.
We have received a thank you note from Lutheran World Relief for our gifts of quilts
and kits, and Council would like to offer a special thanks for those who made the
quilts and contributed to the kits.
Along with other activities, Pastor Kliner will be offering a Tuesday adult class
throughout October to discuss Luther’s Small Catechism, in honor of the 500th Reformation celebration. He will also be attending the Houston Youth Gathering as an
invited worship coordinator, and is working with several local ministers from other
denominations to establish monthly meetings in Morgantown, to encourage more
cooperation and discussion between denominational leaders.
Carol Henry has agreed to be the new member of our Mutual Ministry Committee.
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500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Resources galore!
“Keep [God’s] word holy and gladly hear and learn it”
Did you memorize your Luther’s “Small Catechism” years ago for Confirmation class, but have
long forgotten it? Are you in need of a “refresher” course of who Lutherans are or what it matters
for your daily life? Are you a Lutheran “ace” who remembers Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Creed and have been
waiting for a place to show off your mad, Lutheran skills? Well, for all
of these…and frankly YOU, who are probably somewhere in between…Pastor Kliner and Saint Paul Lutheran Church will be offering
a “Catechism Class” that will work its way through the Small Catechism.
When? Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm
Where? The “Lounge” (unless we get too big) at Saint Paul Lutheran
Church
Catechism material will be provided, however if you wish to bring
your own Small Catechism, you are welcome to do so!
Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation
On the 500th anniversary of this pivotal event in European history, Rick Steves travels in the
footsteps of Martin Luther—distilling the story of that bold monk, the chaos of the Reformation,
and the larger political, economic, and theological context into an engaging, inspiring, and
enlightening program.
This DVD includes the one-hour Rick Steves' Luther and the Reformation public-television special — plus more than two hours of bonus extras: Germany's Luther Towns, the Rick Steves'
European Christmas special, and the Rick Steves' European Easter
special.
This video is on sale at 50% off beginning October 2nd. Quantities are
limited. To order, contact the church office at 304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org.

Reformation Sunday Special Event
October 29th, 9 am
Open to all ages
Join us for Reformation fun and learning

October 2017
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Our church is having a Reformation 500 Bookstore!
The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn
more about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop for
engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore
titles.
Stop by the narthex (entry) on October 15th and 22nd between
11:00 am and 12:30 pm to get fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family.

Got books?

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing
ministry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling biographies like Luther the
Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, a graphic novel for
young readers, and primary sources from The Annotated Luther series.

From the Piecemakers
In September the Piece Makers received so many gifts that we thought it was Christmas. But it
is not even Advent! Mystery donations of large pieces of fabric and sheets arrived on two different weeks. On another week 29 tops and 6 sheet sets arrived from JoAnn Failinger. Many of
the tops incorporated red and green fabrics, some with nonreligious Christmas designs. Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has a policy of not sending any religious messages or symbols on
quilts. Many recipients are not Christians or may live in areas where Christian symbols might
bring about a negative reaction. The LWR quilts and education packets are gifts for those in
need and a way to share in the work of God. Thanks to all of those known and unknown who
donated items for our work. Some of your gifts were incorporated into quilts right away, and rest
assured that all gifts will be used in the coming months.
A total of 13 quilts and 3 lap robes were tied with the help of 12 additional worshipers during the
“God’s Work, Our Hands” activities on Rally Day. We hope that you viewed the quilts after Pastor Jerry blessed them, before they were packed
up so Sherry and Dana Fox could deliver them to
the warehouse with a few additional quilts that
have been on display this summer. One picture
shows piles of 12 quilts backed up with a very complex quilt tied through the cooperative efforts of 6
volunteers being held in the background.
We hope that some helpers will join us on Friday’s
10-2 or take home a task to work on during the
week. Just ask, and we will be more than happy to
provide you with needed materials and instructions.
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Together, we knotted 13 quilts and 3 lap robes,
weeded flower beds,
and filled almost 30 One Plus Kits.

October 2017
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The Congregation meeting to
review and approve the
2017 Spending Plan is
scheduled for
Sunday, Nov. 12th
immediately following
worship.

Date

Set up

Clean up

October 1

Jeanne

Jeanne

October 8

Tamara

Tiffany

October 15

MaryLee

Gretchen

October 22

Jeanne

Jeanne

October 29

MaryLee

MaryLee

Reminder: Deadline for November newsletter is October 23rd!!!
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August 2017

Special Sundays in October and November
October 29th — Reformation Sunday
November 5th — All Saints Sunday. Please submit names for remembrance
during the service
November 26th — Christ the King

October 2017
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The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment:
You are not to misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are
to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or
deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of
need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation,
we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
Quinn Williams (infant)
Debbie Phillips
Diann Craig
Elaine Huy
Sandra Moherman
Barnes-Rollands family
Linda Kleeb
Rennay Worden
June Suwak
Miranda Maxwell
Fred Meyer
Audrey Smith
Bo Kaminski
Sherri Cook
Elizabeth Graham
John Erickson
Barbara Ambrose
Greg Baniak
Dave Maxson
Michael Frownfelter
Bernard Knott
Steve Game
Chris Lotspeich
Jason Campbell
Mary Myers
Leroy Harrell
Rita Beauchamp
Ravi Shibley
Joanne Seasholtz

For what we are praying:
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Illness
Cancer
Healing
Family challenges
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Stroke
Cancer/surgery
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Serious injury
Heart attack/surgery
Recovery from surgery

Family of Jim and Liz Martin
Family of Ann Devine-Kirk
Family of Inga Harrell

Comfort in grief
Comfort in grief
Comfort in grief

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Stationed in VA
Stationed in AZ

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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S_rving in o]to\_r

SERVING ST
PAUL
October

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

J. Lemasters

E. Melby

A. and S.
Peters

D. Custer

Gillen

K. Powell

R. Shockley

S. McEwuen

Kristin Smith

S. Gnegy

S. Gabbert

L. Springer

A. Peters

B. Shockley

N. Sampson

S. and D.
Lynch

Metzger

S. Woodruff

C. and E.
Melby

Ohlinger

F. and T.
Potter

Naumann

2017

1st
10:00 AM

K. Powell

D. Fox

8th
10:00 AM

D. Borrelli

S. McEwuen

15th
10:00 AM

S. McEwuen

M. Kirkpatrick

J. Kliner

G. Endres

22nd
10:00 AM

M. Sampson

B. Stiles

R. Sampson

29th
10:00 AM
Reformation
Sunday

H. Gillen

B. Graham
B. Stiles

G. Riegel
S. Woodruff

S. Kirkpatrick

B. Suder
S. Werntz

S. Kirkpatrick
L. Bonsall

L. Bonsall

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)

October 2017
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