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The Reformation@500  

Fact, Fiction, and Legend 
 

Note:  This is the first in a series of articles looking at the history—the facts, the misconcep-

tions, and the legends—of the Lutheran Reformation as the West celebrates the 500th Anniver-

sary of the Protestant Reformation. 

   On the Eve of All Saints, 1517, legend has it that an Augustinian Monk and Lecturer at the 
Wittenberg University, named Martin Luther, strode to the door of the University Church (the 
“Castle Church”) with a scroll in one hand and a hammer in the other.  With a defiant swing and 
a crashing report, the Monk nailed the document—named in a typical, if somewhat anticlimac-
tic, scholarly fashion, “A Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences”—to the Church 
door for all to see.  In the consciousness of the Western world, this event is seared into our col-
lective memory as the beginning of the “Protestant Reformation,” the name itself a misnomer.  
But over the ensuing half-century, “the Reformation” has continued to profoundly inspire and 
reshape Western culture, arts, and religion. 

   Let’s start with the basics: the title “The Protestant Reformation” is misleading because “The 
Reformation” was neither monolithic nor the sole agenda at work.  Where Reform of the Church 
was sought, the work was uneven; really “the Reformation” was a series of many, smaller 
“Reformations” that took place across Western Europe, and with a variety of intentions and ap-
plications.  The Lutheran Reformation, for example, was primarily a THEOLOGICAL reforma-
tion that focused on Church doctrine.  The English Ref-
ormation, by contrast, was primarily a POLITICAL refor-
mation.  In Switzerland, the Reformation led by John 
Calvin became overwhelmingly iconoclastic, smashing 
statues and stained glass and “whitewashing” the sanc-
tuaries of Geneva.  And, for a wide swath of Christians, 
there was no “reformation” sought at all, but rather inde-
pendence and new churches that bore as little sem-
blance to the Roman Catholic Church as possible.  Like-
wise, the grounds of “Protest” (from which the word 
“Protestant” is derived) were widely varied: the Luther-
ans protesting “Scripture alone, Faith alone, Grace 

alone,” the Swiss protesting “pre-destination,” and the 
English protesting a “British church for British people.”  
So, one must at the start, be precise of precisely 
WHICH, and WHOSE, reformation we are speaking 
about. 
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   But even in limiting our discussion to the “Lutheran” Reformation, we must exercise some cau-
tion in assuming common ground.  Almost from the earliest days, Lutherans themselves experi-
enced stratification and divisions: who are the “real” (“Gnesio” in German) Lutherans?  Over the 
years, various Lutheran subgroups have sought to “out-Lutheran” their fellow Lutherans…
sometimes to the extent of finding themselves completely outside the camp.  “Priests” or 
“Pastors”?  Wear clerical garb or wear professional business attire?  Follow the traditional, catho-
lic order of service or create something else?  All of these questions have been asked at one 
time or another and been used as a barometer of “Lutheran-ness.”  And that doesn’t begin to 
touch the nuances of Lutheran theology. 

   So, as we approach the “500th Anniversary of the Reformation,” where does all this leave us?  
Well, to begin with, in assessing the legacy of “the Reformation,” we must begin by speaking 
frankly of what “the Reformation” truly IS:  a diverse collection of movements and agendas that 
gripped Western Christianity and Western Civilization, and not a monolithic entity.  Especially as 
Lutherans—the theological descendants of the man usually credited with “starting” the Reforma-
tion—we must be able to speak frankly that “the Reformation” did not bring unity to even the 
“Protestant” wing of the Church, but rather brought fragmentation and visible dis-unity among 
Christians.  The Lutheran (turned Orthodox, and now of Blessed Memory) theologian, Jaroslav 
Pelikan, winsomely referred to the “tragic necessity” of the Reformation; Reform of the Western 
Church was necessary, but at the same moment, how the Reformation unfolded was inescapa-
bly tragic.  How can we truly assess something (in this case, the Reformation), if we cannot 
speak of what truly is? 

   We must also resist the temptation to engage in simplistic caricatures of either side.  There has 
been a large measure of “love” and romance bestowed upon Luther over the years, and likewise 
a large measure of derision heaped upon Pope Leo X and Cardinal Cajetan.  Lutherans tend to 
view the Reformation story like a melodrama: cheering the heroes (Luther, Melanchthon, and Ka-
tie) and booing and throwing fruit at the black-hatted villains (Leo, Cajetan, and Johannes “the 
Goat” Eck).  Luther’s brand of personal writing encourages this, but 500 years on it isn’t helpful—
especially in a world after The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification, where Lutherans 
and Roman Catholics alike agreed to suspend their polemics.  Both sides—Lutheran and Ro-
man—had highly sophisticated and nuanced theological points.  Both sides also had claims to 
Truth and Reason.  And both sides had missteps and errors that they would regret over the 
years. 

   Finally, we must realize the world we inhabit is NOT the world of 1517.  Many of the original is-
sues Luther protested have been resolved.  Some new issues that could not be imagined at the 
time have arisen.  And even in the case of original issues that sought Reform that are still unre-
solved, immense theological effort on all sides has developed the arguments and moved the ball.  
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary in a fashion akin to Civil War re-enactment brings us no closer 
to the Truth. 

   So, we’ll take a look at some of the central issues, slogans, tales, and legends of especially the 
Lutheran Reformation and try to unpack them over the next months.  We’ll see how these images 
and credos have functioned…and how they have been misused…so that as we commemorate 
this momentous anniversary, we might truly claim our Lutheran heritage.  

Pax Christi! 
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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Confirmation Day, June 4, 2017 

Our new adult members: 

Sierra Renee Gabbert, Harrison Kenneth Gillen,     
Allison Lyn Peters and Rachel Elizabeth Shockley 
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Tuesday, July 18th — Cookout social, 6 pm 

Friday, August 11th — Cookout social, 5:30 pm 

Sunday, August 13th — Congregational picnic at 
5 pm, followed by pool party, 6:30-8:30 pm 

St. Paul at Camp Luther, 2017 
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From the Piecemakers 

 Throughout the church are displayed the 
quilts completed in June. The number in-
creased quickly and so Sherry Fox will deliver 
quilts for us to the warehouse. We are pleased 
that Sherry is now in good enough health to 
perform this service for us. We presented a 
purple, lavender, and blue lap robe to 
Gretchen Brown as she departed for Maryland. 
Gretchen particularly liked those quilts with 
purple and lavender patterns, and she watched 
for the quilts in those colors to tie. Knowing this 
the Piece Makers created a special lap robe 
with a message of expressing our appreciate 
and wishes on it for Gretchen. The quilters will 

miss Gretchen’s faithful presence, but are happy that she is moving to be closer 
to her son and daughter. Hanging on the stair railing near the office is a display 
of our lap robes. Please let us or the pastor know of any members or family 
members who might benefit from receiving a lap robe. The Piece Makers al-
ways welcome new people to help us to perform a service to help make quilts 
on Friday’s 10-2. 

July 2 Jeanne Jeanne 

July 9 MaryLee MaryLee 

July 16 MaryLee  Mary H. 

Date Set up Clean up 

July 23 Tamara Tamara 

July 30 Jeanne Jeanne 
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SEXTON:  The sexton is asked to do small maintenance jobs around the 
building. This is a paid position. If you are interested in learning more, 
contact the church office or speak with any member of church council. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT: We are in need of someone to 
take charge of Christian Education for the 2017-2018 school year.  Please 
contact a council member or the church office. 

 



July 2017  Page 7 

 

 

Council Meeting Highlights 

 

• Our treasurer reported that expenses have exceeded offerings by $1889 so far in 2017 

• Amanda Menihan has stepped down as Sunday School Superintendent.  She and her family 
will be moving to Colorado in July 

• The new campus chaplain, Pastor Anthony Setley, will begin his duties July 1 

• A special meeting of the congregation was set for July 9 to discuss replacement of the pavers 
outside the upper doors of the education wing 

• Council approved a bid for $2700 to replace the windows in the lounge.  Funds will be taken 
from Capital Improvements 

• A representative for ELCA gift planning will speak to the council at their July meeting 

 

Special Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, July 9 

 

Immediately following worship, there will be a 
special meeting of the congregation to discuss 
repair and replacement of the brickwork be-
tween the sanctuary and the education wing. 
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Reminder: Deadline for August newsletter is July 21st!!! 

May 2017 
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving 
The Prayer List for St. Paul 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You are not to 

misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and love God, so that we 

do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very 

name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this 
command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in 
the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Tom Ross          Recurrence of cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Chris Bolyard         Illness 
Alex Werkmeister         Illness 
Steve Game          Cancer  
Jackie Wesselschmidt        Cancer 
Debbie Queen         Cancer 
Quinn Williams (infant)        Stage 4 cancer 
Debbie Phillips         Stage 4 cancer 
Diann Craig          Illness 
Elaine Huy          Cancer 
Kay VandenBosche         Recovery from surgery 
Sandra Moherman         Healing 
Vicky Guerra          Heart failure 
Rhett Koval (infant)         Recovery from surgery 
Barnes-Rollands family        Family challenges 
Traci Marriott Bowman        Illness 
Angel Torres          Surgery 
Linda Kleeb          Cancer 
Rennay Worden         Illness 
William Johnston         Recovery from surgery 
June Suwak          Cancer 
Amy Hunt          Illness 
Miranda Maxwell         Cancer 
     
Justin Kirkpatrick         Stationed in VA                  
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Jim & Liz Martin 
Bill Pierce  
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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SERVING ST 
PAUL 

July 2017 

 

LAY ASSIS-
TANT 

 

LECTOR 

 

ACOLYTES 

 

USHERS 

 

NURSERY 

 

COUNTERS 

2nd 

10:00 AM 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

T. Potter 

 

R. Shockley 

S. Gabbert 

 

K. & G. Kullman 

 

Metzger 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

S. Gabbert 

9th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

B. Stiles 

 

A. Peters 

S. Peters 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

Kristin Smith 

 

 

D. Stiles 

J. Bouquot 

16th 

10:00 AM 

 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

R. 
Sampson 

 

J. Kliner 

R. Sampson 

 

 

A. Metzger 

P. Smith 

 

Naumann 

 

S. Woodruff 

J. Bouquot 

23rd 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

S. 
Kirkpatrick 

 

G. Riegel 

 

 

L. Springer 

B. Graham 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

B. Stiles 

30th 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Sampson 

 

S. McE-
wuen 

 

R. Sampson 

 

S. McEwuen 

D. Custer 

 

Martin 

 

B. Graham 

M. Ferer 

Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned 
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office 
(304-599-0620 or  office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 

S_rving in julyS_rving in julyS_rving in julyS_rving in july    
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The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Web:  stpaulmorgantown.org  

Pastor’s Office Hours:  Tues-Thurs 9 am—1 pm  
 Saturday 10 am—noon 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Brenda Stiles 

Vice President:  Laura Bonsall 

Secretary:  Jerry Bouquot 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Jeanne Lemasters 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
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309 Baldwin St 
Morgantown WV 26505 
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Gretchen Endres    Mary Ferer     Dana Fox 

Nancy Atwell     Brian Shockley    Jerry Bouquot 
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