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The Reformation@500
Fact, Fiction, and Legend
Note: This is the second installment in a series of articles looking at the history—the facts, the misconceptions, and the legends—of the Lutheran Reformation as the West celebrates the
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
One of the most persistent myths of the “Protestant Reformation” is that the Reformation was a movement of personal liberty over and against structures of authority—the Church, the
state, and even societal norms themselves. The basic narrative is this: that before the Reformation, the “self” was subsumed by these larger and oppressive structures and that in the Reformation, Martin Luther freed the “self” to be true to its own nature. Where the Church had bound the
“self” by all sorts of arbitrary rules, Luther liberated the Self, through his claim of “conscience,” to
do whatever seemed right for the individual in their own reality to do. Likewise, where the State
had bound the individual by subordination and the feudal structures, the Reformation (maybe not
so much Luther here, but the wider “Reformation”) “freed” the Self to rise-up against earthly rulers to seek its own fulfillment, power, and destiny. And, in the metaphor of the “hammer-stroke”
of nailing the 95 Theses to the Castle Church door, the Reformation itself has been seen as the
shattering instrument of societal norms in favor of the Liberated Self—the rise of the nonconformist (“self conformist?”) pursuing their own, individual, convictions over and above the oppressive external expectations of others. For Protestants and Roman Catholics alike, this narrative of the Reformation has held great sway; for Protestants the image of Martin Luther, the glamorous rebel and the prototype of the “rugged individualist” has been somewhat cherished and for
Roman Catholics the fear of Protestants being unstable revolutionaries and little more than overgrown petulant teenagers, has haunted them for centuries.
But is this an accurate telling of the Reformation…or at least of the Lutheran Reformation?
Was Luther a nascent “Marlboro Man,” a complete individualist dependent upon no one but his
own—maybe even actively shunning outside opinion? My reading of the situation is a resounding “NO.” Take the classic Lutheran motto “Sola Scriptura”: Luther uses “Sola Scriptura” to assert that “Scripture alone” is the “norming norm” (or the highest rule) in determining what is true,
right, and just. The idea of Luther liberating the “self” through the “conscience” from every restriction simply wouldn’t have occurred to Luther; for the Lutherans, even the “self” was necessarily under the authority of Holy Scripture. Likewise, Luther’s understanding of “Law” and
“Gospel” presupposes that the “self” must hear the clear judgment of the Law that it has been
righteously condemned and put to death, so that the True Self—the new Creation of God—might
rise from the tomb even as Christ rose from the dead. It is true that some sects will claim
“liberation” during the Reformation and afterwards, but those same claims preceded the Refor-
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mation as well, so do not originate with the Reformation, per se.
This continues when we examine the claim that Luther sought the demolition of the Church and
earthly religion in favor of a “spiritual” and personal Faith. The claim is often made that Luther
struck out against “religion” as an empty and false show, and at the Church as the institution that
encouraged this empty “religion” in place of a valid Faith. Such a claim usually cites Luther’s
stance on “human rites and ceremonies” and his denunciation of the sale of indulgences and Papal authority over Scripture. And yet Luther said that Grace is rightly mediated through the
Church—we hear Absolution from the Pastor as “from God himself,” we receive the Sacraments
as “visible words” of God’s love, and preaching itself is rooted in the exposition of Holy Scripture.
Luther will famously go on to say that if one wants to “find Christ,” they must first seek out
Christ’s People—the Church—and observe them and do what they do. Far from overthrowing
the Church, the very word Reformation implies the renewal of the Church.
The final element, and perhaps the most confusing, is the idea of that Luther sought to separate “Faith” from the “Civil State.” Often here, people will cite Luther’s understanding of the “Two
Kingdoms” in looking at the roles of the Church (“The Kingdom of the Left”) and the State (“The
Kingdom of the Right”). It is true that Luther argued against simony—the sale of Church offices,
which also brought civil authority as well—and argued that Church authorities ought to tend to
their roles and Civil Authorities to theirs without confusing the two realms, but one needs to remember that BOTH kingdoms—the Church and the “State”—belong to God. In Luther’s writings,
the Civil Ruler and the Church Authorities are BOTH accountable to the same God. The Prince
and the Priest have distinct spheres of authority, but BOTH seek to do God’s will and BOTH will
answer to God. The Priest ought to be subject to the Prince in matters of civil law, but likewise
the Prince ought to be subject to the Priest in matters of Spiritual welfare.
What begins to emerge is a far more nuanced and complicated version of events. Luther is not
the darkly glamorous rebel, asserting the rights of the “self” over and against every other authority, nor is he advocating a state of perpetual immaturity where the Christian is “acting out” against
authority figures. Instead, Luther is arguing for a renewed sense of “self” which lives inside both
the Church and the State (the Civil Society). The Individual—the “Self”—does not depose other
authorities in search of its own power, but rather finds itself put into a proper order of existence:
under God (through Holy Scripture), then under the Church which mediates God’s Grace and under Civil Authorities that order human affairs, then under other social orders that mediate daily
life. Far from being an “anarchist” or favoring a “rugged individualist,” Luther seeks a proper ordering of the human within the wider relationships we live within.
Which, brings us back to the Reformation; here we rediscover the unsolved issues between
Luther and Rome that can continue to be worked upon. For Roman Catholics, we must still
question the Papal right to assert Dogma (“revealed truth”) over and against Holy Scripture. But
as Lutherans, we need to seriously address our issues with Authority. To be, five-hundred years
on in the Reformation, still acting reactively and reflexively against claims of Authority is not authentic to the Reformation nor is it healthy. Perhaps we can learn, from our Roman Catholic
brothers and sisters, what it is to live within the bounds of authority and magisterium again.
Pax Christi!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS
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New Beginnings Youth Group
Youth Group goals include:
• Service trip to southern WV to help with continued flood
relief and rebuilding. We will be coordinating with Community
Lutheran Partners (CLP). CLP will assign us a place and help
us find a time; we would like to make the trip during the early
fall. Best scenario would be to leave Friday and return Sunday afternoon.
•
•
•

•

Lock-In of some sort
Escape Room
Preparation for the ELCA Youth Gathering
More info will follow in the coming days. Parents should plan to attend the July 30th
meeting (more info to come) for Gathering info
Service work for the members of St Paul
Meeting dates have been set for the next year.

Sunday July 30
Sunday August 27th
Sunday September 17th
Sunday October 29th
Sunday November 26th
Sunday December 17th

Sunday January 28th
Sunday February 25th
Sunday March 25th
Sunday April 29th
Sunday May 20th
Sunday June 10th

Meeting times will be 5:00 to 7:00 each Sunday, place TBD although most meetings will be at the
church
The ELCA Youth Gathering is next summer starting Wednesday June 27 through Sunday July
1st.
Registration starts September 15th 2017. All kids in 8th through grade 12th Fall 2017 are eligible to attend the Youth Gathering. We are excited and want as many kids to experience the
gathering as possible!
Go to http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering or https://
www.facebook.com/youthgathering/ for more information
and keep your eyes open for more communication from us.
Dave and Brenda Stiles
dave.stiles@gmail.com – 304-282-0649
brenstiles@hotmail.com – 304-692-2736
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Two social events in August!
Cookout social, Friday, Aug. 11th, 5:30 pm
Congregational Picnic
August 13th, 5:00 PM
Come for fun and fellowship, followed by a private swim party
at Krepps Pool, 6:30-8:30 pm!
Please bring a dish to share and whatever meat you wish to put on the grill.
Invite your friends to this fun event!

Sunday School begins September 10th
Set your alarm an hour earlier for Sunday School at 9 am.
This year, Rally Day and God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday fall on the same day,
so we will have service opportunities for ALL AGES during the Sunday School
hour.

Council Meeting Highlights
St. Paul Church Council did not meet in July due to lack of quorum

August 2017
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From the Piecemakers
Even though July was a hot month the Piece Makers
kept very busy. Our storage closet was rearranged to make
room for donations. As part of the rearrangement Renate and
Mary took four lap robes to the Veteran Hospital in Clarksburg
and two red, white, and blue quilts. They also delivered two
boxes of personal items from the Veteran’s Auxiliary groups.
Two lap robes were given to quilting members and friends. We
believe these messages of concern and love help with the healing process. If anyone is traveling East, we have quite a few
quilts that might be delivered to the warehouse. In totaling up
the quilts made this past year, we believe that we are on the road to out producing our normal yearly 100 quilts.
Many thanks to JoAnn Failinger who sent us 35 quilt tops and 15 sheets, and to Steve
Woodruff and Alice Robbins for donations of sheets. We greatly appreciate all of your work
and generosity.

Date

Set up

Clean up

August 6

MaryLee

Mary H.

August 13

MaryLee

Jeanne

August 20

Tamara

Tamara

August 27

Jeanne

Tiffany

Lemonade Days at the Chapel
August 16-17
If anyone can assist with distributing lemonade
to anxious, thirsty WVU students, please see
Chaplain Tony
(chaplain@lutheranmountaineer.org) or Matt
Sampson (304-685-1584)
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SEXTON: The sexton is asked to do small maintenance jobs around the building. This is a paid position.
If you are interested in learning more, contact the
church office or speak with any member of church
council.
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT: We are in
need of someone to take charge of Christian Education for the 2017-2018 school year. Please contact a council member or the
church office.

August 2017
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Calling all German cooks!
This year’s VBS theme, Here I Stand, focuses on Martin Luther. We will be serving the
children a German lunch on Saturday, August 12th. If you have a specialty dish (noodles,
sauerkraut, sausages) you would like to prepare, please let me know!

Donations needed
Any donations of food items to VBS would be much appreciated. Please see the list below:

Root beer
Cold cuts
Cheese
Bread (whole loaves or rolls, not pre-sliced)
Store-bought strawberry shortcake shells (2 dozen)
Reddi-Whip (4 canisters)
Strawberries
Blueberries
Cool Whip (4 containers)
Oreos (2 packages)
Instant chocolate pudding (4 boxes)
Graham crackers (1 box)

If you would like to prepare a dish or bring a donation, please contact Kristy Martin at
kriswvuf@yahoo.com or 304-322-0560.
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June 2017

Reminder: Deadline for September newsletter is August 21st!!!

August 2017
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to
misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that we
do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very
name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this
command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in
the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Chris Bolyard
Alex Werkmeister
Steve Game
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
Quinn Williams (infant)
Debbie Phillips
Diann Craig
Elaine Huy
Kay VandenBosche
Sandra Moherman
Vicky Guerra
Rhett Koval (infant)
Barnes-Rollands family
Angel Torres
Linda Kleeb
Rennay Worden
William Johnston
June Suwak
Amy Hunt
Miranda Maxwell
Fred Meyer
Dorothy Hood
Audrey Smith
Bo Kaminski
Sherri Cook
Elizabeth Graham

For what we are praying:
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Illness
Cancer
Recovery from surgery
Healing
Heart failure
Recovery from surgery
Family challenges
Surgery
Cancer
Illness
Recovery from surgery
Cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Recovery from surgery
Stroke
Cancer/surgery
Cancer
Surgery

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Stationed in VA
Stationed in AZ

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Bill Pierce
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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S_rving in [ugust

SERVING ST
PAUL

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

J. Lemasters

E. Melby

H. Gillen

C. & E. Melby

Gillen

S. Kirkpatrick

E. Stiles

M.
Kirkpatrick

R. Shockley

K. Powell

S. Gabbert

L. Springer

J. Lemasters

J. Kliner

S. & D. Lynch

August 2017

6th
10:00 AM

S. Peters

N. Atwell

13th
10:00 AM

Ohlinger

D. Stiles
D. Fox

20th
10:00 AM

D. Borrelli

K. Smith

Kristin Smith

S. Woodruff

A. Peters

B. Shockley

Naumann

K. Powell

27th
10:00 AM

S. McEwuen

C. Diehl

L. & L. Bonsall

F. & T. Potter

L. Bonsall

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)

August 2017
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