The Epistle
St Paul Lutheran Church
Volume 16 Issue 6 June 2017
People sometimes wonder about “How Pastors are
made.” In short, the “typical” process of educating a Pastor requires a bachelor’s level degree and then enrollment
in a “Master’s of Divinity” (MDiv.) degree program. In addition, candidates for the ministry in the ELCA are required
to complete a unit of “Clinical Pastoral Education” (CPE)
at some point during their seminary education. CPE is spent in the field…often in a hospital…
and completing a unit exposes the student to ministry in a supervised setting with a certified supervisor and a colleague group. You spend a lot of time with your colleagues; they become your
main support system but they can also be a challenge as you often butt heads with them. This
is all by design and an intentional part of the CPE process. You hear critiques differently from a
peer than you do from an authority figure, and part of being a Pastor is learning to deal with the
most annoying people in the world—your fellow, and equal, Clergy. (Honestly, Pastors are
some of the most difficult people to deal with…and we know it.)
I spent two summers doing CPE—by my own decision and the request of the CPE staff who
(thankfully) wanted me back to fill a vacancy on their staff—at Wesley Medical Center in Wichita,
Kansas. Both summers I was blessed with some really good…and really crazy…colleagues.
We pushed, poked, prodded, and picked each other up through the hot Wichita summers. In my
first summer (1995), I had an especially nettlesome colleague, Charles, who was a Southern
Baptist. (Charles and I became friends, for what-itsworth.) It’s just that Charles was so…different…in theology and outlook than I was. Whenever he was challenged for rationale as to “why” he chose some lesson
for chapel, or why he said something to a patient, or
why he didn’t do something, his response was invariably “The Holy Spirit.” This led to Charles and I squaring off about the role of theology, liturgy, and human
reason; I imagine it got old real fast for our other three
colleagues. (We were the only two men in the group,
which I also imagine got old as well…) One day, our
Supervisor, who was a Methodist, intervened and
asked me something to the effect of what my own
(Lutheran) Confessions said about “The Holy Spirit.” I
stupidly responded that “I’m a Lutheran… I don’t do
the ‘the Holy Spirit’ thing.” To which he laughed and
told me to go read my Book of Concord. (Which I had
along for the summer.)
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The point is that we, as Lutherans, are DEEPLY “into” the Holy Spirit. Now don’t get me
wrong; we approach the Holy Spirit only through a good and established Trinitarian theology,
which when you stop and think about it is only right. How can one possibly speak about the Holy
Spirit apart from the Holy Trinity? You can’t. It’s a falsehood and a “cop-out” to speak of the
Holy Spirit without regards to God the Father and God the Son. And that became Charles’ struggle, to be more fully Trinitarian as his tradition at least claimed. My struggle, on the other hand,
was to more fully embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.
In his Catechisms, Martin Luther dwells deeply upon the work of the Holy Spirit. We are justified (pronounced Holy), not by our works but by the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But it is the Holy Spirit that communicates that Justification to us. We cannot, by our own powers
of will, strength, or mind, come to hear and trust the Justifying gift of Christ; Faith is not a “work”
of ours, but the result of the Holy Spirit working in us. If we were somehow able to “will” faith
within ourselves, then it would become yet another cause for self-righteousness. It is not “we,”
who make ourselves Christians, however. That is the work of the Holy Spirit.
When you stop and think about the implications of that statement, everything changes. “The
Church” is not about “me”—what I like or do not like, what is “convenient” or what “works for me,”
nor even “what I get out of it.” The Church’s existence and future do not hinge upon our latest
scheme, insight, or jingle. The Church exists yesterday, today, and into the future because the
Holy Spirit continues to “call, gather, and enlighten” the Church on earth and because the Holy
Spirit keeps the Church in a single unity of Faith with the Church Triumphant in Eternity. For Luther, one could not speak of the Church and Christian life without speaking of the Holy Spirit.
My colleague Charles was right about that. We need to have a rich and robust theology of the
Holy Spirit, not only at Pentecost but every day of the year. Our constant prayer should be,
“Amen! Come Holy Spirit!”
But likewise we should never try to separate the Holy Spirit from the Triune God—the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit never works apart from the Father and the Son, as
though the Holy Spirit were some sort of cosmic rebel. And the Holy Spirit is never an excuse for
laziness or personal whim: far too many people have claimed the Holy Spirit as their excuse for
mania or uncritical impulsiveness. But the Holy Spirit does breathe life into our dead and decaying corpses; the Holy Spirit does goad us into action where sloth would render us sedate; the
Holy Spirit does enlighten with Holy Wisdom where our darkened senses would leave us befuddled. As we say in the Creeds, the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, doing the
work of the Trinity.
As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, where we proclaim the Holy Spirit’s action among the
Church with vivid language and imagery, let us give thanks for the Holy Spirit and immerse ourselves in our tradition that venerates and celebrates the work of the Holy Spirit among us.
Amen. Veni, Sancte Spiritus!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

Important Dates
June 4: Pentecost; Confirmation Day
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Don’t miss Vacation Bible School!
Come and meet Martin Luther! The fun and learning begin Friday, August 11th, with
a light supper at 5:30 pm, followed by a session from 6-8 pm. On Saturday the
12th, we will meet 10 am to 2:30 pm (lunch provided), and on Sunday we will have
a final session 1:00—3:00 pm.
If you are an adult or teen who wishes to help with VBS, please contact Tamara or
notify the church office.

For more information, contact Tamara Riegel at 315-263-2963 or
teriegel@yahoo.com.

COOKOUT
Join us Wednesday, June 22st at 6 PM for the first social
of the summer season. Council will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs. Bring a side dish and a friend for a
relaxing evening of food and fellowship.
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From the Piecemakers
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to Gretchen Endres,
Sylvia McEwuen, and JoAnn Failinger for their donations of
sheets, sheets, and 33 quilt tops plus more sheets! With all of
these donations there are plenty of materials for making quilts
throughout the summer! We are pleased that Thelma Uteg‘s
daughter has moved to Morgantown and joined us in both tying
knots and driving her mother to Friday work sessions. We still
need more people to join us either on Friday 10-2 or by engaging in homework. Ask for an
assignment, and we will happily provide one. Thelma regularly ties quilts at Evergreen,
and several others sew at home for us. Thank you to Ann Fremouw for delivering 20 finished quilts to the warehouse and to Pastor Jerry for blessing the quilts on their journey
from St. Paul in Morgantown to distant parts of the world.

Date

Set up

Clean up

June 4

MaryLee

Tiffany

June 11

MaryLee

Mary H.

June 18

Tamara

Tamara

June 25

Jeanne

Jeanne

Community Lutheran Partners will be collecting flood
relief supplies at the 2017 Synod Assembly in Parkersburg to assist with ongoing 2016 flood recovery.
If you would like to donate, please bring items to the
church office.
•

Towel sets: Bath towel, hand towel, wash cloth
•

$25 Walmart Gift Cards

We need items by June 1
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Council Meeting Highlights
•

A combined April/May meeting was held Apr. 30th at the Synod office. This was combined with a Council Retreat opportunity.

•

Huber Scholarship has been awarded to Logan Cushing, 2017 Morgantown High School
graduate.

•

Confirmation class will meet with Council on Monday May 29th for dinner and conversation. Confirmation rite is scheduled for June 4th.

•

WVU Lutheran Campus Chapel Board of Directors are pleased to be in the process of
calling The Rev. Anthony Setley. He is scheduled to be on-site by the beginning of the
Fall 2017 semester.

•

Summer Socials – Wednesday, Jun 21 @ 6 pm; Tuesday, July 18 @ 6 pm; Friday Aug. 11
@ 6 pm (first night of VBS). Watch for more information.

•

St. Paul representatives to Synod Assembly, June 2-3 will be David and Brenda Stiles.
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to
misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that
we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that
very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following
this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted
up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Chris Bolyard
Michelle Pierce
Alex Werkmeister
Steve Game
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
John Erickson
Quinn Williams (infant)
Debbie Phillips
Diann Craig
Dorothy Hood
Tyler Moore
Elaine Huy
Kay VandenBosche
Sandra Moherman
Vicky Guerra
Kay Lotspeich
Sherry Fox
Rhett Koval (infant)
Barnes-Rollands family
Traci Marriott Bowman
Sarah Bartlett
David Riegel

For what we are praying:
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Lung cancer
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Illness
Medical procedure
Serious injury-auto accident
Cancer
Recovery from surgery
Healing
Heart failure
Recovery from surgery
Illness
Recovery from surgery
Family challenges
Illness
Injury
Illness

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Stationed in AZ

Marvin Riegel

Comfort in grief to family and friends

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Bill Pierce
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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SERVING ST
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LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

M. Haas

A. Metzger

G. Riegel

D. Custer

Metzger

S. Woodruff

S. Peters

K. Powell

June 2017

4th
10:00 AM

N. Atwell

L. & L. Bonsall

11th
10:00 AM

J. Lemasters

C. Diehl

A. Peters

C. & E. Melby

Ohlinger

J. Kliner

K. Powell
J. Bouquot

S Gabbert
R. Shockley

18th
10:00 AM

E. Stiles

E. Melby

Kyle Smith

S. & D. Lynch

Martin

S. Werntz

D. Stiles
D. Fox

25th
10:00 AM

M. Sampson

M.
Kirkpatrick

R. Shockley
G. Riegel

K. & G. Kullman

Metzger

B. Graham
B. Shockley

N. & R.
Sampson

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)

Reminder: Deadline for July newsletter is June 22nd!!!
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