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The primary goal of the Season of Lent is to prepare us for, and
deliver us to, the foot of the Cross. This is not an easy journey or
task for us; most days we like the idea that we are capable of
saving ourselves. “God is in his heaven, and all is right with the
world!” we might say. Or, “If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it…” might be
our mantra. Or, more pragmatically, “I am the captain of my own destiny!” and “Seize the Day!”
may be our governing philosophy. The Cross stands in opposition to all these sayings. “God is
NOT in his heaven, and all is NOT right with the world!” the Cross proclaims, because God the
Son is here, bodily hanging in full view of every eye, suffering, bleeding, dying. “It IS broken,
and it NEEDS fixing!” and “YOU” are broken and need fixing…otherwise why is the Lord of Life
hanging in such state? “I am NOT the ‘captain of my destiny’…” because this Christ dies for me
without my asking for it. “Do not ‘seize the day,’ but ‘Pick up your cross and follow me!’” is
what this Jesus says. In other words, it is not “natural” nor inevitable that we will be ready for
the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Lord; quite the opposite, actually. If we are not prepared, we will likely miss the Glory of the Lord upon the Cross. God save us from such a fate!
This is why we have a Season of Lent. It is not enough to passively drift through life and expect that we will be spiritually ready to follow Jesus on his most sublime and terrific journey. Luther (in good catholic form) identifies the “unholy trinity” of “our flesh,” “the world,” and “the devil”
as those things that conspire together to prevent us from seeing God’s Kingdom and doing
God’s Will. “Our flesh,” is attached to sin, pleasure, and even life itself; we do not like to suffer
even a little bit. “The world,” demands our allegiances and screams at us that there is nothing
“beyond” or ultimate; power, popularity, wealth, and prestige are the tools by which the world
lures us. “The devil,” is the active opponent of God—God gives life, the devil seeks to kill; God
seeks us in love, the devil tempts and deceives; God creates, the devil seeks destruction. The
disciplines of Lent challenge and defy this “unholy trinity” and mock them. Or, in other words,
the Season of Lent reveals this “unholy trinity” and prepares us to see the ultimate Sacrifice of
the Holy One—Jesus Christ our Lord.
So if you have not already, USE this season to prepare
yourself for what is yet to come! It is not too late to start.
Make good use of this time! For the time when we will witness
the sublime journey of our Lord to his Blessed and Holy Cross
is not far off. Will you be ready to see him and walk with him?
Have a Blessed Lent!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS
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EASTER FOOD BASKETS— Our Goal – 30 Baskets or more
for Rock Forge Neighborhood House
Three ways you can help:
1. Donate purchased food
2. Donate money
3. Donate time
We need 30 or more of each item listed
Item:
Minimum Amount:
Potatoes
5 pound bag or 2 or 3 boxed instant
Dressing
2 boxes or 1 large bag
Dinner Rolls
1 dozen
Noodles
1 large bag
Green beans
2 cans (60 or more total)
Carrots
2 cans (60 or more total)
Corn
2 cans (60 or more total)
Applesauce
1 jar
Gravy
1 or 2 jars
Dessert (pie, cake or cookie mix)

Already donated:
4 boxes
4 boxes
2 bags
4 cans
4 cans
60 cans
2 jars
4 jars
2 bags

Extra items that any family would appreciate are egg dye, candy, and disposable pans.
We will assemble the baskets on Sunday, April 9th, and deliver on Monday, April 10th. For more
information, contact Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com) or the church office
(office@stpaulmorgantown.org -- 304-599-0620).
If you would like to donate money please specify that your donation be used for the Easter baskets and place it in the offering plate. The people at Rock Forge are tell us that words cannot express their appreciation for our donations. Your help will make a family’s Easter more joyful!!

Wednesdays during Lent
March 22nd — April 5th
Soup and Bread Suppers at 6:00 pm
Lenten Vespers at 7:00 pm
Theme: “The Corporal Works of Mercy”
Lenten offerings will go to Community Lutheran Partners
Sponsors for Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers
March 22nd

Council

March 29th

Piecemakers/WELCA

April 5th

Panera Group

April 2017
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News from Council
St. Paul Council met March 16th, 2017.
•

Treasurer Debby Borrelli reported that our income to date is $1,119 less than our expenses.
She also reported that she has opened, at the direction of Council, a Thrivent mutual fund
account, in which she has placed all the off-budget (not current operating) monies. At present we have $195,400 in the account.

•

Fellowship is looking for members willing to make coffee for Sunday mornings. Please see
Gretchen Endres if interested.

•

We have formed a Constitution Committee, charged with reviewing our constitution and
bringing it into line with the ELCA Model Constitution.

•

We need two people, preferably one male and one female, to represent St. Paul at the WVWMD Synod Assembly, June 2-3 in Parkersburg. Please contact a council member or the
office. Expenses are covered by St. Paul.

•

Confirmation Day will be June 4; council will meet with confirmands on May 29.

SERVING ST
PAUL

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

J. Lemasters

J. Kliner

C. & E. Melby

HOLY WEEK
2017

12th
7:00 PM

S. Woodruff

Tenebrae
Vespers

13th
7:00 PM

M. Haas

H. Gillen

Maundy
Thursday

14th
7:00 PM
Good
Friday

S. McEwuen

A. Menihan

K. & G. Kullman
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Holy Saturday
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
and EASTER EGG HUNT
April 15, 2017 1-3 pm
For all preschool and elementary children

•

Easter egg hunt
•
•

Crafts
Egg dying

A light snack will be provided. Please wear play clothes and bring a basket.

Donations of hard-boiled eggs are requested and greatly appreciated!
Please email Amanda Menihan at amenihan@comcast.net or call the church office at 304-5990620 with questions or if you would like to donate eggs. Thank you!

EASTER SUNDAY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
April 16th, 2017
Easter Continental Breakfast 8:30—9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Come and visit together and enjoy light breakfast foods.
Please use the signup sheets in the narthex to volunteer to bring food items.

Through a bequest by Mary Rancinger, St. Paul is
again offering scholarships for half the cost of
Camp Luther in 2017. The Camp Luther scholarship form and the Camp Luther registration form
have been included in pdf attachments to the April newsletter email.
Copies are also available at the church.

April 2017
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For Graduates
Huber Scholarship
The Huber Scholarship, given by the Huber family in memory of
Jennifer Huber, is awarded to a high school senior who has been active at St.
Paul. Interested graduates should submit a brief essay describing their activities
and faith life at our church and how they hope to apply their faith to their journey
in college. Essays should be submitted to the church office by April 30th. See
Pastor Jerry or Brenda Stiles with questions.

Do you know of someone graduating in May or June?
Please let us know so that we may recognize them.
High school and up only, please.
Call the church office 304-599-0620.
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From the Piecemakers
You are not seeing as may quilts in the church because in March quilting met fewer days.
We again received several donations from people for which we are
thankful. We like to thank the individuals so please include a short note
telling us who is donating fabric or sheets. Thank you to the mystery
donators of this past month. Special thanks also goes to Diann for organizing all of the fabrics
and backing materials in the closet. We can now find things more easily. Several of our members also worked later on Fridays or took home fabric to combine pieces into tops and backs.
Among the fabric donations that Thelma Uteg sent us, we found pictures that revealed to us that
Thelma has long been a very talented lady in quilting and making decorations from fabric. Being
homebound does not stop her from helping others with her talents. She is continuing to tie quilts
at the nursing home and has asked for additional quilts to be brought to her. We are thankful for
Thelma’s continuing help even though she can no longer drive and get around town easily.
We especially thank Debby Borrelli for arranging with Community Lutheran Partners to receive
25 quilts for the flood victims. If anyone is planning on traveling east into Maryland later this
spring, please let us know if you might be able to deliver quilts to the warehouse.
On Good Friday, April 14 the quilters will not be meeting, but would appreciate others joining us
on the additional three Fridays during April between 10 and 2.

3/26

MaryLee

Mary H.

4/2

Jeanne

Jeanne

4/9

MaryLee

MaryLee

WV-WMD Synod Assembly 2017

… will be held June 2-3

at Parkersburg, WV. The theme for the event is “Faith Comes
From What is Heard.” Each congregation selects one male and
one female as lay voting members. If you would like to be considered for one of these positions, please notify a council member or the church office (304-599-0620) by April 17, 2016. Come
early and cruise the Ohio on the Valley Gem Sternwheeler on
Thursday night!

April 2017
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to
misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that
we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use
that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be
lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Lee Paulson
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Chris Bolyard
Michelle Pierce
Alex Werkmeister
Sandra Moherman
Steve Game
Caitlyn Tarys
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
John Erickson
Quinn Williams (infant)
Jack Boring
Debbie Phillips
Diann Craig
Dorothy Hood
Tyler Moore
Ned Hubbard
Elaine Huy
Kay VandenBosche
Brenda Gall
Jack Blasingame
Vicky Guerra

For what we are praying:
Leukemia
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Lung cancer
Illness
Shoulder injury
Cancer
Injury
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Recovery from surgery
Stage 4 cancer
Illness
Medical procedure
Serious injury-auto accident
Recovery from surgery
Cancer
Recovery from surgery
Illness
Bypass surgery
Heart failure

Clem Pemberton

Comfort in grief to family and friends

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Stationed in AZ

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Bill Pierce
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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February 2017

SAVE THE DATE!
A Might Fortress Reformation VBS is coming!
August 11-13

Reminder: Deadline for May newsletter is April 19th!!!

April 2017
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SERVING ST
PAUL

LAY ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

S. Woodruff

R.
Sampson

S. Gabbert

C. & E. Melby

Kristin Smith

S. Price

A. Peters

L. Bonsall

E. Melby

Lindsay Bonsall

Metzger

S. Gnegy

April 2017

2nd
10:00 AM

J. Kliner

9th
10:00 AM

J. Lemasters

F. & T. Potter

Kyle Smith

S. Gabbert

R. & N.
Sampson

16th
7:30 AM

D. Borrelli

Easter
Matins

16th
10:00 AM

S. Werntz
M. Haas

S. McEwuen

Easter

Leah Bonsall

D. Custer

B. Graham

G. Riegel

B. Graham

J. Bouquot

B. Suder

D. Fox

23rd
10:00 AM

M. Sampson

T. Potter

A. & S. Peters

S. & D. Lynch

Ohlinger

S. Kirkpatrick
G. Endres

30th
10:00 AM

D. Borrelli

A. Metzger

R. Shockley

L. Springer

H. Gillen

A. Metzger

Martin

K. Powell
B. Shockley

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)
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