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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary
Resurrection: noun res·ur·rec·tion \ˌre-zə-ˈrek-shən\
Definition
(capitalized) : the rising of Christ from the dead
(often capitalized) : the rising again to life of all the human dead before the final judgment
the state of one risen from the dead

(Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
“I believe in…the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Amen.” (The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed)
Ideas about what the ultimate fate of all things is abound—everything
from the ultimate recycling of everything (reincarnation) to nihilism (that
there is literally nothing beyond this mortal existence)—you can find positions that propose something about the fate of all that exists. Often, you
can find those beliefs inside the Christian Faith as well. Do they fit?
Sometimes we use the phrase “in good conscience” to backstop our
personal opinions against criticism; as if our sincerity would justify even
the most errant belief. The history of the phrase, “in good conscience”
however, has a much different origin. “In good conscience” was coined by
the Church to allow those divergent opinions that did not conflict with the
essentials of the Faith and it was a judgment rendered upon (from above,
as it were) a belief, not claimed by the disputant. So, for example, the
question “Does the soul ‘go to heaven’ immediately upon death?” might
be answered reasonably both “yes” and “no”…”in good conscience”…
provided that answer does not contradict the essentials of the Faith. A
belief, however, that contradicts the essentials of the Faith—oh, say a belief that says “Yes, the ‘soul’ goes to heaven and the body never does!”—
cannot be said to be held “in good conscience” regardless of how fervently or sincerely it is held, inside of the Christian Church.
Why the digression? Because the moment we tread upon the Resurrection in this modern Church, almost inevitably we step on toes and
challenge personal belief. As I began, there are a variety of opinions and
beliefs held among the wider body of Christians, but not all of our wider
opinions are correct or orthodox. As G.K. Chesterton once said, “I do not want the Church to be
right where I am right…I want the Church to be right where I am wrong!” Part of being a Creedal
Church is that we put our personal opinions and beliefs in subjection to the Creeds, which are
subject and born of Holy Scripture. So, to believe something “in good conscience,” is NOT to
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believe it fervently or sincerely, but rather to believe something in harmony with the Creeds and
the Scriptures themselves. And when that comes to the Resurrection, it means that we believe
that death is not the end, but rather that our flesh and blood will indeed be raised to eternal life.
When the Apostles hurried to the tomb that Easter morn, they did not find the body of Jesus
lying there discarded “like an empty shell.” Likewise, when the Resurrected Christ appeared to
the Apostles, he did not merely appear as an apparition; he breathed on them, he touched them,
he ate with them. When the Resurrected Christ ascended into heaven, he did not “drop his body
and his soul went to heaven,” instead he is taken physically into heaven, the Apostles stand gazing into the sky where they saw him go. So we are not free, “in good conscience” to fall into despair, believing that “there is nothing beyond this mortal life.” We are not free, “in good conscience,” to believe that the body is unimportant, and therefore, can be treated with contempt.
We are not free, “in good conscience,” to believe that the Resurrection is a quaint metaphor for
the Stoic belief that we must “pick ourselves up and keep on going in the face of defeat,” or that
we should never admit to the fact of our mortality, or that we believe in the “Circle of Life” no matter how much you like the movie and the song. The Scriptures and the Creeds, however, bind us
to a truly hopeful belief: that Christ truly conquered death and therefore our mortal existence has
an eternal meaning.
Think about it for a moment. THIS life is not merely a prelude for what is yet to come, as if we
were merely marking time or paying dues…or whatever…for what is yet to come. Nor are we
just some cosmic, existential place-holder in an uncaring drama that went before us and continues after us without ever missing a beat. THIS life...your flesh-and-blood existence…has Divine
and eternal implications. When we say that we “believe…in the resurrection of the body…” we
mean just that. Your body has a place in eternity. Just as Jesus did not discard his flesh, we believe that our flesh will likewise be called from the dust and brought into eternal life. Easter is not
just about “Jesus’ Resurrection,” but ultimately about OUR resurrection. In Holy Baptism, we are
united with Christ in his life, his death, and his Resurrection. In Holy Communion, we partake of
Christ’s Body and Blood, thereby partaking in his fate. Christ’s Resurrection IS our resurrection.
The Easter greeting, “Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!” is a joyful pronouncement of what we believe, “in good conscience,” about the ultimate meaning of Life. We
believe that indeed the Resurrection of our bodies, the world, and the entire cosmos will happen;
and that we are destined, through Christ, to live eternally with him.
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS
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News from Council
St. Paul Church Council met on March 18, 2016. Here are some highlights:
•

February offerings were strong as usual, yet our expenses exceeded offerings by $5,164.
Our spending in February was $17, 773 and our offerings were $12, 609.

•

Property Committee called in an electrician to fix a short within a light pole that was tripping
breakers inside the building. This issue has been resolved.

•

Council approved the following distributions from Parking Committee funds:
Christian Help
Bartlett House
Rock Forge
CLP
Glade Run
Scott’s Run Settlement House
Chestnut Mountain Boys’ Ranch
St. Ursula
Morgantown Hospice
Morgantown Alzheimer Affiliate
Habitat for Humanity
Operation Welcome Home, Mgtn
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS

•

$3,000
$2,500
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$12,500

Council approved a concert by the Ashland University Choir; an overnight stay by Girl Scout
Troup #4091 (April 1-2), the 2016 Huber Scholarship, Camp Luther Scholarships, and finding Synod Assembly voting members.

Through a bequest by Mary Rancinger,
St. Paul is again offering scholarships for
half the cost of Camp Luther in 2016. You
may download the Camp Luther scholarship form online at stpaulmorgantown.org, where you
will also find a link to Camp Luther registration forms, or
use the printed form on the following page.
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From the Piecemakers
Hope you have noticed the new quilts in the back of the sanctuary and narthex. These will
soon be taken down to Lutheran World Relief’s Maryland Center. A poster with information on
the 2015 distributions of LWR is posted in the narthex on the bulletin board. We are pleased to
be a part of these efforts of the church. Notice that there are other helpful projects that are not
as complex as quilt making. Perhaps others might want to create a Thrivent Action Team and
support one of these additional efforts.
This is a portion of the report that Renate prepared for our quilting
"Thrivent Action Team.” We were successful and will be using our
supplies as we move forward:
Using the $250.00 credit card provided us, we were able to purchase a Roll of batting, six new sheets for quilt backs, sewing
thread and crochet cotton, pins and needles. These are all necessary supplies for making quilts.
The ninety days went way too fast, and we had a great time completing our project. We have
many quilt tops to complete and we now have to rely on other donations from friends and
church members as we continue through the year. Please come join us on Friday mornings at
10:00. We can always use additional sheets for backing. Remember us as you do your spring
cleaning.

FOR GRADUATES
Huber Scholarship: The Huber Scholarship is awarded to a high school senior who has
been active at St. Paul. Interested graduates should submit a brief
essay describing their activities and faith life at our church and how
they hope to apply their faith to their journey in college. Essays
should be submitted to the church office by Sunday May 8th. See
Pastor Jerry or Lisa Moherman with questions.

Do you know of someone graduating in May or June?
Please let us know so that we may recognize them.
High school and up only, please.
Call the church office 304-599-0620.
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WV-WMD Synod Assembly 2016

… will be held

June 3-4, 2016, at the Bridgeport Conference Center. The
theme for the event is “Freed and Renewed in Christ.”
Each congregation selects one male and one female as
lay voting members. If you would like to be considered for
one of these positions, please notify Pastor Jerry or the
church office (304-599-0620) by April 17, 2016.

Fellowship Teams are forming now. The teams are: Coffee Hour, Receptions, Lunches/Dinners, Entertainment/Activities, Set Up, and Kitchen.
Please sign up for your favorite team. Sign-up
sheets will be available in the narthex after Easter.
We will be holding an additional information session in early April to explain the new Fellowship
Teams format for those who were not able to
make the meeting in March. If you are unable to
attend a meeting and would like additional information, please contact Lisa
Moherman at ljmoherman@aol.com or (304)282-3676.

Ashland University Choir Tour — Save the date!
On Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 7 pm the Ashland University Choir will be presenting their tour concert at St. Paul. We will be providing a meal for the approximately 40 students, choir director, and organist prior to the concert. We will also
be looking for host families. The choir director,
Dr.
Rowland (Ron) Blackley, is a personal friend of
Lisa Moherman, and he assures us that we will
have a very professional group of students to
host. If you know now that you will be able to
host a choir member (or two), please let Lisa
know at ljmoherman@aol.com or (304)282-3676.
More information will be available soon.
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You
are not to misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and
love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s
name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to,
praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in
every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Ann Cloonan
Lee Paulson
Anne Hartley
Fred Schaupp
Elizabeth Graham
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Sue Brown-Walters
Jeffrey Carder
James Hartley
Chris Bolyard
Judy Mancuso
Robert Meyer
Brenda Stiles
Dan Werkmeister
Tom Fox
Miranda Maxwell
Cheryl Olson
Sue Tucker
Thelma Uteg
Vince DeFelice
Jeanne Lemasters
Stephanie Fox-Torres, Sophia
Torres-Fox, and Robert Torres
Danica Brecht
Edna Carlson
Edward Twiggar II
Dr. Robert Smith
Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Jacob Burger
Larry Trask
Rilla Tonon
Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Alta Mundell
Edna Dillon
Victoria Sickles
Welma Pierce

For what we are praying:
Autoimmune disease
Leukemia
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Recurrence of cancer
Preparing for surgery
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Pneumonia
Illness
Illness
Illness
Recovery from surgery
Illness
Recovery from surgery
Cancer
Cancer
Recovery from surgery
Illness
Cancer
Vision problems
Illness
Illness
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Stationed in AZ
Deployed in Kuwait
Deployed overseas

Parkinsons
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SERVING
ST. PAUL
April 2016

LAY

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

E. Melby

L. & L. Bonsall

C. & E. Melby

Gillen

S. Price

ASSISTANT

3rd
D. Borrelli

S. Werntz

10:00 AM

L. Bonsall

A. Peters

10th
M. Haas

G. Grosso

10:00 AM

K. Smith

S. McEwuen

S. & B. Peters

K. Powell

Ohlinger

K. Powell
M. Ferer

G. Riegel

17th
S. Woodruff

S. Price

J. Kliner

F. & T. Potter

Martin

R. Sampson

10:00 AM

S. Kirkpatrick
N. Atwell

T. & B. Suder

24th
M. Sampson

10:00 AM

M. Kirkpatrick

R. Shockley

B. Graham

A. & S. Peters

D. Custer

Metzger

G. Riegel

Deadline for May newsletter is April 18th!!!

S. Gnegy
J. Bouquot
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