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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary
Sanctus: noun Sanc·tus \ˈsaŋ(k)-təs; ˈsäŋ(k)-təs, -ˌtüs\
Definition
1: an ancient Christian hymn of adoration sung or said immediately
before the prayer of consecration in traditional liturgies (MerriamWebster Dictionary)
In the sixth chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the Prophet enters into the Temple (he
is a Priest), and, to his horror and dismay, finds that he has walked straight into the presence of
Almighty God. This is not a welcomed encounter upon Isaiah’s part; mortal flesh cannot abide
in the presence of the Almighty One. When Moses had asked to see God’s face, God declines,
telling Moses that if Moses were to see God’s face, he (Moses) would be utterly consumed; instead Moses may see the “back-side” of God after God has passed by. Likewise, when the
Prophet Elijah is fleeing the wicked Queen Jezebel and God meets him upon a mountain-top,
Elijah wraps his face in his mantle (scarf), so that his (Elijah’s) face is totally covered. Only then
does Elijah venture out to converse with the Almighty. So when Isaiah enters the Temple, only
to bump straight into God’s presence, it is a moment of utter terror and despair. “Woe is me! I
am lost!” the Prophet exclaims, “For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts!”
Yet, even as the Prophet casts himself down in despair, giving himself up as dead, angels—
Seraphim and Cherubim—swoop and soar calling out “Holy! Holy! Holy!” In Latin, this is
translated “Sanctus! Sanctus! Sanctus!” from whence we derive the title of the “ancient Christian hymn of adoration sung immediately before the prayer of Consecration…” When we sing
these words, we join our voices with those of the Heavenly Choir, proclaiming God’s Holiness. It
is a potent reminder that what we do and say in worship is not about “us,” but rather an overt
sign that we have entered into the presence and glory of the Almighty One, and that our voices
are but a small part of the wider, Heavenly Chorus.
Martin Luther argued that the Law works in three, primary ways. The “First Usage” of the Law
is that it works as a curb, uncritically stopping us from doing harm to ourselves and our
neighbors. But the “Second Usage” of the Law serves as something of a mirror, pointing out our
sins to us and quite completely disabusing us of any sense of “self-righteousness.” When we
meditate upon God’s Law, we become so fully aware of our sin and unworthiness that we, like

Page 2

The Epistle

the Prophet Isaiah, would be terrified to enter into the Presence and Holiness of God. This is
what we confess on Ash Wednesday after all, that “Against you have I sinned, O God, “and “My
sin is ever before me.” (Psalm 51) The Law relentlessly points out our sins and failings so that
we will not trust in ourselves nor presume to trust in our righteousness, but instead cast ourselves purely upon God’s Righteousness through Christ’s grace and mercy.
But the Sanctus doesn’t merely stop there either. Luther posited a “Third Usage” of the Law
as well; that, having been convicted of our sin and having received the consolation of the forgiveness of our sins, we might be instructed in the ways of Holiness. This, in theology, is called
Sanctification, the process of being made Holy, not through our power or merit, but through the
work of the Holy Spirit. The Law guides and teaches us about what it IS to be Holy, what God
would will us to do in our daily living. When we cry out, “Holy! Holy! Holy!” in the Sanctus, we
are not merely dispassionately describing something, we are proclaiming something about that
which we are about to receive. This Holy One will make us Holy; he takes upon himself our sin
and in return bestows upon us his Holiness. Therefore we are sent not merely to go about our
mundane business of sinning, but instead to go and live holy lives. If we were merely left to do
our sin, then the words of the Sanctus would be nothing more than words of abject despair. But
the Sanctus becomes a joyful shout because the holiness of God is not beyond us nor is it so
terrible as to destroy us, but rather is promised to us in the Eucharist which follows.
It was asked of me during my Vicarage, what the Angelic pieces of the Liturgy “do” for the congregation. The “Gloria” and the “Sanctus” are moments where we, quite literally, get to “sing like
angels.” They are concrete moments in the liturgy where we step out of “time and space” and
into eternity. Just as the Prophet enters the Temple only to find that he has stepped into the
eternal Presence of the Holy One, so too do we look up to find that we have stepped into the
Presence of the Christ—the Holy One—who has entered into our temples and fills our space
with his life. Holy! Holy! Holy!
Pax Christi!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

News from Council
St. Paul Church Council met on April 21, 2016. Here are some highlights:
•

Council has received a bid from a landscaper to redo the beds in front of the church and the
memorial area on the side of the church. The bid is about $5000. The projects will be done
in two halves: the improvements to the memorial area will be done using memorial gifts; the
Youth will raise funds to do the front beds. A member of the congregation has offered to
pay for half.

•

Since Debby Borrelli is unable to attend the Synod Assembly, council voted to appoint
Jeanne Lemasters as voting member in her place.

•

Debbie Rhodes is moving, so Council will need to appoint someone to finish out her term.
Council will be contacting potential candidates.

•

After long discussion, the Huber Scholarship was awarded to Ethan Stiles.
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Representatives of Thrivent Financial are coming to St.
Paul
Who: Thrivent Financial
Date: Sunday, June 26
Time: 11:30AM (following service)
Thrivent Financial (www.thrivent.com) is a not-for-profit, membership organization of Christians
that helps individuals, businesses and institutions create financial strategies. They will be holding an information session to discuss what Thrivent Financial can do for St. Paul, including shortand long-term investment options, as well as the services they offer for individuals. This meeting
is open to anyone interested in learning about giving, planning and saving as individuals or as
part of St. Paul’s family.

Congratulations to our cradle roll graduates: James
Hartley and Aden Martinez celebrated their third
birthdays in May!
We pray that they continue to grow in their faith.

Join us June 22nd at 6 PM for the first social of the summer
season. St. Paul has a new grill, and Council will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs to break it in! Bring a side dish
and a friend for a relaxing evening of food and fellowship.

Lay School of Theology at Gettysburg Seminary — for
laypeople interested in lifelong learning
July 24-30, 2016: Christian Identity a la Luther and Co.
More information is available in the office,
and a link is posted on our website, stpaulmorgantown.org.
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Don’t miss Vacation Bible School! The journey begins Friday, July 22nd, with a light supper at 5:30 pm, followed by a
session from 6-8 pm. On Saturday the 23rd, we will meet 10
am to 2:30 pm (lunch provided), and on Sunday we will have
a final session 2:30—4:30 pm.
If you are an adult or teen who wishes to help with VBS, please contact Amanda or notify the
church office.
For more information, contact Amanda Menihan at 303-522-3058 or amenihan@comcast.net.

From the Piecemakers
Spring brings the return of birds and birds are seen flying around.
The quilts are also flying out of the church to the warehouse. We
sent 17 more just this past month thanks to Ann’s delivering them
for us as she traveled east. If you will be traveling through Maryland, ask if we have quilts in need of delivery. With the consistent work of members and the contributions of our friends, St.
Paul makes an important contribution to bring some “Peace of
the Lord” to people in need. With the terrible storms no doubt
many in the USA as well as world-wide will be receiving quilts. Our members work diligently
each week, and we reward them with friendship and satisfaction through fellowship. Come and
join us on Fridays 10-2. We welcome all ages and are pleased to recognize our members with
a birthday card and desert at lunch on the week of their birthday. As we pray each week in the
service for the needs and health of members and friends of St. Paul, the Piece Makers also
keep track of members, friends, and family members who might benefit from receiving a lap
robe. If you know of someone who could benefit from a lap robe, please tell the Pastor or one
of the Piece Members. Thank you to those who have made financial contribution to our group
and those who bring us sheets to use for quilt backs. A special invitation to teens to join us
during their summer vacation time. We can use your talents, and you will gain lessons from the
historical tradition of quilting.

From a letter received from the Alzheimer’s Association of WV:
“Dear Friends,
Thank you! We enormously appreciate your support of the …
Walk to End Alzheimer’s with your gift of $1182. You are now
part of a nationwide movement to build awareness and raise
critical funds for care, support, advocacy and research.
Because of your commitment and dedication to our cause, we can take steps together to fight
this disease, so that future generations don’t have to know the devastation of Alzheimer’s and
dementia.”
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You
are not to misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and
love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s
name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to,
praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in
every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Ann Cloonan
Lee Paulson
Anne Hartley
Fred Schaupp
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Sue Brown-Walters
Jeffrey Carder
Chris Bolyard
Judy Mancuso
Robert Meyer
Dan Werkmeister
Miranda Maxwell
Cheryl Olson
Vince DeFelice
Danica Brecht
James Hartley
Diana Thompson
Tamara Riegel
Sarah Powell
Glenn Borrelli

For what we are praying:
Autoimmune disease
Leukemia
Cancer
Illness
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Lung cancer
Cancer

Welma Pierce
Rilla Tonon
Edna Dillon

Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Jacob Burger
Larry Trask
Paul Menihan

Stationed in AZ
Deployed in Kuwait
Deployed overseas
Deployed overseas

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Alta Mundell
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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SERVING
ST. PAUL

LAY

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

A. Metzger

K. Smith

S. McEwuen

Martin

S. Gnegy

S. Peters

L. Springer

J. Kliner

F. & T. Potter

ASSISTANT

June 2016

5th
E. Stiles

M. Ferer

10:00 AM

12th
M. Haas

T. Potter

Ohlinger

S. Price
N. Atwell

A. Peters

10:00 AM

19th
J. Lemasters

F. Riegel

G. Riegel
R. Shockley

10:00 AM

Paul and Kevin
Smith

Metzger

K. & G. Kullman

Gillen

S. Woodruff
J. Bouquot

26th
S. McEwuen

E. Melby

R. Sampson
S. Werntz

10:00 AM

Deadline for July newsletter is June 13th!!!

B. Graham
L. Springer
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