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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary 

Calendar: noun cal·en·dar \ˈka-lən-dər\ 

Definition  

1: a document, chart, etc., that shows the days, weeks, and months of a year 

2:  a list or schedule of events or activities that occur at different times throughout the year  

3: a particular system for organizing the days of the year by month. 

 (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
 

   The very idea of a calendar in many ways is so basic that, at first glance, it might seem almost 

ridiculous to explore the idea.  The passage of time and seasons is an existential reality for hu-

mans; we are temporal creatures, which is to say we live IN time.  We have a “past” and a 
“future,” both of which bracket this most tenuous of realities—the “Present.”  Beyond the single 

moment (and…it’s gone!) we call the “now,” we live enmeshed in ever-wider circles of time: the 

day, the season, and the ages.  Each has its own distinct rhythms, and we seem to order those 

rhythms instinctually into patterns.  Indeed, God is seen as intentionally weaving these things into 

Creation itself in (the First Creation account in) Genesis 1, setting first the day and the night and 

then the stars and the moon themselves to give us seasons.  So it is that the ancient Israelites 

saw our temporal existence, not as a burden but as a gift, part of God’s own Creative design. 

   Modern life in many ways has sought otherwise.  The “industrial revolution” gave us hard in-

dustries that did not rely so much upon the seasons around us.  Later, industrialists gave us the 

“Third Shift” which defied the very diurnal rhythms of day and night, wakefulness and sleep.  Ex-

istentialist philosophers probed the question as to whether humans are “part” of nature or “above 

it.”  And modern and post-modern life challenges us with ever more “connectivity” and “busy-

ness,” so that the once assumed patterns of life are shattered.  Out of this, many “modern” Evan-

gelical-Protestants have come to treat Sundays and the seasons to a “curiosity” at best and often 

irrelevancy at worst.  And yet our culture remains fascinated with the ancient feasts of Christianity 

and Paganism alike, noticing the customs of ancient Wiccans and Islam…in no small part be-

cause they help mark, order, and give meaning to time. 

   At its basest level, that’s what a Calendar does: it orders the passage of time in such a way 

that it bridges “the now” with a past and a future.  The Calendar locates us in time in the same 

way that a map locates us in space.  But beyond a mere, valueless description of “You are here,” 

the Church’s calendar locates us in the cycle of God’s redeeming story (what the Germans call 

“Heilsgeschichte”).  The Seasons of the Church’s calendar come loaded with meaning just below 

the surface—Advent with its promise of Christ’s imminent return, Christmas with its twelve days 

of rejoicing over the coming of the Messiah, Lent with its call to repentance and fidelity, Easter 

with her call to hope and contentment…along with the two “green” seasons of “Ordinary Time” 

which remind us that most of life and spiritual work is accomplished among the mundane, day-to- 
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day tasks of life—all framing the passing days with meaning.  And inside of the larger seasons, 

we have myriad Feasts and Commemorations in which we hear the stories of our relatives, the 

Saints, and remember what they have accomplished while heeding their call to remain faithful in 

our lives.  The calendar reminds us that none of us “live or die for ourselves,” that we are part of 

a much, much, much larger story.  The existential angst of loneliness is refuted by the Calendar; 

we are NOT alone nor are we the first to walk this way.   

   So it is that Lutherans have seen a recovery of the calendar in the past few generations of wor-

ship books.  Not that we, as Lutherans, ever really “lost” the calendar, but the practice of 

“Calendar Keeping” is much richer now than a generation or two past.  While we have lost some 

things…the Latin “sima” Sundays, for example, for the much blander numbering…the keeping of 

Sundays and Seasons (not the name of a publication here) among Lutherans is far more robust 

in the whole.  And yet, things are not always clear-cut.  There is always a chafing between the 

Church’s calendar and our civil calendar.  For example; there is always pressure to “celebrate 

Christmas” in the civil sense from October onwards in defiance to the Christian sense of celebrat-

ing Advent in December and Christmas from December 25 to January 6.  But that too can be a 

gift, an opportunity for the Church and Christians to present a counter to our culture’s commer-

cialism, hedonism, and sentimentality.  Remember, the Church’s calendar is not “valueless,” but 

is inherently loaded with values and meanings.  The “Why’s” of the Calendar reveal meaning and 

values (what is “good” and what isn’t).  If the Church will not offer our culture these values, then 

who will? 

   So pay attention to the Calendar.  What does the passage of time tell you about who you were, 

where you are, and where God is taking you?  Notice the Saints around you, those peculiar peo-

ple who accomplished such great things and prove that Faith and Faithfulness are indeed possi-

ble. Rejoice in the passage of time, for this is the fabric of our life.  And, having noted the tempo-

ral nature of our lives, we will ponder the infinite. 

Pax Christi! 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 

 

Flooding in southern West Virginia 

How you can respond 

At this time, donations of items are needed for the muck-out and 

clean-up phase.   You may bring these items to the church narthex 

and they will be collected and taken to the proper place.  These items 

must be donated by July 7th.   

 

 Mops and brooms    Contractor-sized trash bags 

 Bleach     Scrub Brushes 

 Buckets     Rubber gloves 

 Work gloves     Pet food/pet supplies 

 Shovels, rakes, water hoses 
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Flooding in southern West Virginia 

How you can respond (cont.) 

Water and food are not needed at this time.  NO clothing will be accepted. 

Another list will be published in about a week’s time, with items needed for the next 

phase of the response. 

As with most disaster situations, the best and most con-
venient donation is cash.  You may put a check (made 

out to Community Lutheran Partners) in the offering 

plate, or donate online at clp-online.org. 

Additional information is posted on our website, stpaulmorgantown.org. 
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News from Council 

St. Paul Church Council met on June 16, 2016.  Here are some highlights: 

• Giving was good during May; please remember to continue your offerings during the sum-

mer months 

• A congregational meeting may need to be held to approve money needed to abate mold in 

the fellowship hall and to manage plumbing issues in the men’s room.  A possible date is 

July 17th after worship. 

 

VBS Expedition Norway, July 22, 23 
and 24, 2016 is looking for volun-
teers. Helpers can be adults or youth 
of the congregation in grades 6 and 
up. We need people to help decorate 
and lead stations (tell stories, make 
crafts, play games) as well as be 
crew leaders and donate food items. 
Please contact Amanda Menihan at 
303-522-3058, at ameni-
han@comcast.net, or sign up on the 
sheet in the narthex if you can help 
or can donate food items.  

Please use the form on the next page 
to register your child.  Return the 
form to the church office. 

 

Join us July 22nd at 6 PM 
for a social evening with 
food and fellowship; drop 

in and see what’s hap-
pening at Vacation Bible 

School afterwards. 
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From the Piecemakers 

Summer brings vacations and travels, but the Piecemakers still keep 
working. We especially appreciate short-term participants of all ages to 
fill in for those on vacation.  Join us from 10-2 every Friday morning.  

Lutheran World Relief has recently sent a newsletter which included an 
article describing how they distribute their gifts in Tanzania. The proc-
ess is very well organized. Before sending things, LWR performs a 
family survey to learn how many of each item is needed. The elderly 
are given an extra quilt (I can attest to the fact that it does get cold at 

night in Tanzania, especially in the higher elevations!). Then the supplies are sent, and families 
are notified of the distribution day and location. The article included pictures of the lines of 
women waiting patiently to receive quilts and the smiling faces of women and the children with 
their new school bags and supplies. It was nice to view the reception of the items by family 
members who will use them and the happy facial expressions of appreciation for the efforts of 
people in churches far away to enrich their lives. For those of us who are so greatly blesses with 
worldly items, these people affirm our need to share and join together in helping others. 

We appreciate your joining us through your presence or donations. We currently have many 
completed tops, but are in need of sheets or large pieces of fabric for backings. So clean out the 
closets or visit the garage sales and look for sheets that we can use to continue quilting! 



Volume 15, Issue 7   Page 7 

 

Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving 
The Prayer List for St. Paul 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You 

are not to misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and 

love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s 

name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, 

praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in 

every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congrega-

tion’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Ann Cloonan          Autoimmune disease 
Lee Paulson          Leukemia 
Anne Hartley          Cancer 
Tom Ross          Recurrence of cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Sue Brown-Walters         Cancer 
Jeffrey Carder         Cancer 
Chris Bolyard         Illness 
Robert Meyer         Illness 
Miranda Maxwell         Cancer 
Cheryl Olson          Cancer 
James Hartley         Illness 
Diana Thompson         Illness 
Tamara Riegel         Cancer 
Sarah Powell          Lung cancer 
Eva Thomas          Back surgery/disability 
Maggie McEwuen         Heart defect/possible surgery 
Sue Woodruff         Recovery from surgery 
Carol Henry          Recovery from knee surgery 
Larry Kidd          Recovery from surgery; grief 
Jill and Thomas Hildreth        Safe travels; mission work 
Frederick Schaupp         Illness 
 
Glenn Borrelli         Comfort in grief to family and friends  
Vince DeFelice         Comfort in grief to family and friends  
 
Justin Kirkpatrick              
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
Larry Trask          Deployed overseas 
Paul Menihan         Deployed overseas 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Jim & Liz Martin 
Alta Mundell 
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

July 2016 

  

LAY 

ASSISTANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

3rd 

 

10:00 AM 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

G. Riegel 

R. Sampson 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

K. Gillen 

10th 

 

10:00 AM  

 

M. Sampson 

 

A. Menihan 

 

S. Peters 

R. Shockley 

 

C. & E. Melby 

 

K. Smith 

A. Peters 

 

K. Powell 

L. Springer 

17th 

 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

E. Melby 

 

R. Shockley 

A. Peters 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

Metzger 

 

S. Woodruff 

J. Bouquot 

24th 

 

10:00 AM 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

C. Diehl 

 

R. Sampson 

G. Riegel 

 

P. Smith 

D. Custer 

 

Ohlinger 

 

S. Gnegy 

L. Moherman 

31st 

 

10:00 AM 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

R. Sampson 

 

A. Peters 

S. Peters 

 

S. McEwuen 

K. Powell 

 

Gillen 

 

B. Graham 

M. Ferer 

 

 Deadline for August newsletter is July 20th!!! 

S_rving in julyS_rving in julyS_rving in julyS_rving in july    
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