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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary 

 

 

Reformation: noun ref·or·ma·tion \ˌre-fər-ˈmā-shən\ 
The act of reforming, the state of being reformed often capitalized. 

A 16th century religious movement marked ultimately by rejection or modification of some Roman 

Catholic doctrine and practice and establishment of the Protestant churches. 

(Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
 

   “What does it mean to be ‘Lutheran’?”  It’s a good question that everyone who bears the 
name “Lutheran” should be able to ask and answer.  “Lutherans” do not occupy a distinct liturgi-
cal position apart from the (Roman) Catholic (the Western Church) Church; our liturgy is, by 
and large, consistent with Roman Catholic liturgy and the other Western traditions.  In theology, 
we can speak of a Lutheran distinctiveness; after all, the Lutheran Reformation was a theologi-

cal Reformation as opposed to a political, social, or liturgical one.  The Lutheran Reformation is 
marked by a distinct theological emphasis on human sinfulness and God’s Grace, a continual 
need for repentance and forgiveness, and a dependence of the Faithful upon Christ. 

   That Luther and those who followed him are REFORMERS is not insignificant.  Often (small 
“p”) “protestants,” see themselves, not as reformers, but more as iconoclasts.  Iconoclasts 
“break” things; the ethos of an iconoclast is one of “rupture.”  The “Reformer,” on the other 
hand, seeks renewal from within; the ethos of a reformer is one of “renewal,” as opposed to 
“rupture.”  So in the liturgy, for example, it makes sense that “Lutheran” liturgy is overwhelm-
ingly consistent with Catholic liturgy because the Reformational principle is to “renew” and 
“mend” those distinct pieces that are in error as opposed to “breaking” the wider symbol and 
creating something distinctly different.  Likewise in theology and confession, the Reformational 
principle is to mend and remedy those specific points that are in error while remaining within 
the wider theological tradition of the Western Church as opposed to rejecting the wider tradition 
and pioneering something new or antithetical to the tradition. 

   It is important then, as “Lutherans,” that the opening step of answering the question “What 

does it mean to be a ‘Lutheran’?” that we recognize that, “to be a Lutheran” means that we are 

“Reformers.”  We do not operate as iconoclasts, reflexively “breaking” the prevailing symbols of 

the Church and living from an ethos of “rupture.”  This often puts us at odds with our 

“protestant” neighbors who may not share the same ethic of “Reform.”  In truth, there is no sin-

gle “protestant” identity; rather it is a broad descriptor of those who are “non-Roman Catholic”  
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Mark your calendar for the “Ministry Fair” 

Sunday October 9th, immediately after church until 1pm. 

The theme is a Treasure Hunt for our time and talents to 
share.  Church committees and various groups will have 
stations to explain their activities.  There will be games, 
including a scavenger hunt, door prizes, and food.  This 
will be a great time to meet and greet those who don’t 
share your pew on Sunday mornings.  If it has been 
awhile since you have been at St. Paul, we invite you to 
join us and see what has been happening.  We look for-
ward to seeing you.   

As always, we will remember "We are Children of God, 
sent by the Holy Spirit, to love others, as Christ loved 
us." 

Special Sundays in October and November 

 

October 30th  — Reformation Sunday 

November 6th  — All Saints Sunday.  Please submit names for remembrance 
during the service 

November 20th  — Christ the King  

as opposed to a specific theological or doctrinal position.  But “Lutherans” are a specific type of 

“protestant,” marked out by the Reformational ethos.  We seek the ongoing Reformation of the 

Church—the Catholic Church but also the Reformation of the “Lutheran” churches as well.  Ref-

ormation begins within and then percolates out.   

   So, as we approach the yearly commemoration of the Reformation, celebrate your Reformation 
heritage.  It is a good and great thing to be a Reformer, to seek renewal and mending of the 
Church—both the Church domestic and the Church catholic.  Remember the task that Luther and 
the Reformers set us to: to heal and mend the Church, not to smash or rend it.  Pray always for 
the task of Reformation and seek it always.  

Pax Christi! 

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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News from Council 

St. Paul Church Council met September 15th, 2016.  Here are some of the highlights:    

Treasurer reported that for the month of August, income and expenses were nearly equal; how-
ever, year-to-date income is $5618 less than expenses. 

Pastor Kliner will be taking vacation Sundays on Oct. 2 and Nov. 27. 

The campus chapel has an interim chaplain, the Rev. Tracey Bowman from the Allegheny 
Synod (PA). She will begin a 10 month interim on Oct. 2. 

The 2017 Congregational Spending Plan Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 13, 
immediately following worship. Committees and church activities should have spending recom-
mendations to their council liaison by Oct. 13th. 

Dear Friends,   

As we begin preparing the 2017 Spending Plan for St. 
Paul, it is important for us to evaluate our current financial 
wellbeing.  As you review the financial summary in this 
newsletter, you will notice that we have paid approximately 
$5000 in expenses over offering so far this year.  Please 
prayerfully consider what you may be able to do to help, so 
that we may carefully and more accurately plan for 2017.   

Lisa Moherman, Congregation Council President 

 

The Congregation meeting to       

review and approve the 2017 
Spending Plan is scheduled for                     

Sunday, Nov. 13th immediately  
following worship. 



Page 4                                                              The Epistle

 

From the Piecemakers 

Our 10th Anniversary month flew by, but was filled with much activity that will start us on the way 
to additional mile markers.  

We began the month by having the pastor bless the next batch of quits for Lutheran World Re-
lief. The 28 quits will bring our total number of quilts completed to (1159 plus +28 = 1187). Hope-
fully by the end of the year we will have competed 1200 a good start toward our 2000 goal. 

Linda Ross delivered 4 Lap Robes members friends at the Point Marion Nursing Home in Point 
Marion, PA. The residents were so pleased and could not believe that we were being given a 
gift!  A total of 163 Lap Robes have now been presented to those who have had surgeries or ill-
ness that have slowed them down. Our files are filled with thank you cards for these robes. Sev-
eral of St. Paul men who received Lap Robes told me on Sept. 11th that they still use their robes 
now that they are home and can get out.  I, too, regularly use the Lap Robe I received after my 
surgery two years ago, and I keep it handy by displaying it over a chair in my living room.   

We introduced the “Trip Around the World Quilt” 
the center piece of our “WOW PROJECT.” We 
were so pleased when a number of congrega-
tional members spontaneously reacted with posi-
tive oral expressions including “wow.” “WOW” was 
the response all the quilters made when we were 
shown the quilt top and asked if we could use it.  
God always seems to provide by moving people 
to help us.  Just the week before we were dis-
cussing how we might raise some money to con-
tinue our work. The quilt is hanging in the back of 
the sanctuary.  It is 80” X 100” large enough to 
hang over the sides of a bed or cover a King Size 
bed. We have donations tickets for at $1.00 each 
or 6 for $5.00.  They will be available before and 
after church until the first Sunday in December 
when we will draw for the winner. We had some 
expenses to complete the quilt so we and need to sell lot of tickets.  If you have friends or co-
workers who might be interested in taking a chance, we have a slip with the information and a 
quilt picture you might share with others to help sell tickets. Ask Mary Haas for this information.  

Thank you to the Fellowship Committee for the lovely reception honoring our 10th anniversary on 
Sept. 11th. If you visiting and did not see the powerpoint “The Piece Makers at Work” on the 11th, 
you can view it again in October. All of our workers are shown performing different tasks that 
complete a quilt. 

Thank you to those who donated spools of white thread and 10 sheets to assist us.  The Fellow-
ship Committee suggested displaying a basket where supplies might be donated in September. 
We always need sheets as every quilt must have a back, and twin sheets are a perfect size. Of 
course quits need to be sewn together and bound before they can be knotted so we use lots of 
thread.  

We are always pleased to have people drop into to see us on Fridays. But happier if you join in 
and tie knots, bring us supplies, or a little snack.  As “good” Lutherans the coffee pot is always 
on.  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

The congregations of the Eastern Potomac Conference of the WV-WMD Synod heartily invite 
you to participate in a fellowship event that honors our roots while rejoicing in the present. 

We are holding a "1517 Festival" Street Fair on October 15, 2016 on the streets of Historic Shep-
herdstown.   

Any profit we may receive will go to help with Flood Relief in Southern WV.   

Costume dress is welcomed and encouraged!   

The event is for ALL AGES.  We will have various activities for children of 
every age, adults, and families, including crafts, games, entertainment, and 
more.   

We have participation from various local churches from 
other denominations in our area, so spread the invitation to any you wish.   

This is an opportunity simply to have fun together and celebrate!   

https://www.facebook.com/1517festival/ 

 https://1517festival.wordpress.com/ 

 



Volume 15, Issue 10   Page 9 

 

Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving 
The Prayer List for St. Paul 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You 

are not to misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and 

love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s 

name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, 

praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in 
every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congrega-
tion’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Lee Paulson          Leukemia 
Tom Ross          Recurrence of cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Sue Brown-Walters         Cancer 
Jeffrey Carder         Cancer 
Chris Bolyard         Illness 
Robert Meyer         Illness 
Miranda Maxwell         Cancer 
Cheryl Olson          Cancer 
James Hartley         Illness 
Eva Thomas          Back surgery/disability 
Maggie McEwuen         Heart defect/possible surgery 
Judy Trotter          Recovery from surgery 
Sherry Fox          Recovery from surgery 
Ethan Stiles          Recovery from surgery 
Julia Brecht          Recovery from surgery 
Michelle Pierce         Lung cancer 
Alex Werkmeister         Illness 
Anne Hamilton         Cancer 
Pastor Sean Smith         Injury/surgery 
Bill Pierce          Grief; infection 
 
Kitty Nutter          Comfort in grief to family and friends  
 
Justin Kirkpatrick              
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
Paul Menihan         Deployed overseas 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Jim & Liz Martin 
Alta Mundell 
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

October 2016 

  

LAY 

ASSISTANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

2nd 

 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

S. Gabbert 

L. Bonsall 

 

E. & C. Melby 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Woodruff 

L. Bonsall 

9th 

 

10:00 AM  

 

S. McEwuen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

 

G. Riegel 

H. Gillen 

 

L. Springer 

K. Powell 

 

Martin 

 

S. Gnegy 

K. Gillen 

16th 

 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Sampson 

 

C. Diehl 

 

Kyle Smith 

J. Kliner 

 

 

S. & D. Lynch 

 

 

 

Metzger 

 

B. Graham 

L. Springer 

30th 

Reformation 
Sunday 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

A. Menihan 

 

S. & A. Peters 

N. Sampson 

B. Suder 

 

 

D. Custer 

P. Smith 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Price 

L. Moherman 

23rd 

 

10:00 AM 

 

E. Stiles 

 

J. Lemasters 

 

R. Shockley 

R. Sampson 

 

G. & K. Kullman 

 

Ohlinger 

 

S. Gabbert 

B. Stiles 

 

 Deadline for November newsletter is October 19th!!! 

S_rving in o]to\_rS_rving in o]to\_rS_rving in o]to\_rS_rving in o]to\_r    
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Calendar 

OCTOBER 



ST . P@UL LUTHER@N 

CHURCH 

309 Baldwin St.  
Morgantown, WV  26505 

 

The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Pastor Kliner: Tues-Thurs 9 am to 1 pm;  

 Sat 10-12  

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Lisa Moherman 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Jerry Bouquot 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Sandy Price 

Council Members 
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Nancy Atwell     Kevin Gillen     Jerry Bouquot 
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