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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary 

 
Eschatology: noun, es·cha·tol·o·gy \ˌes-kə-ˈtä-lə-jē\ 

Definition  

:  A branch of theology concerned with the final events in the history of the world or of humankind. 

:  A belief concerning death, the end of the world, or the ultimate destiny of humankind; specifi-

cally:  any of various Christian doctrines concerning the Second Coming, the resurrection of the 

dead, or the Last Judgment. 

 (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
 

   The month of November always marks the end of the Liturgical Year, and with it comes festi-
vals and lessons that, more than any other time of that year, are eschatological, and which, 
begs the question, “What is the Church’s Eschatology?”  Broadly defined, an eschatology is any 
study of “the end” or final disposition of things.  In Greek, there were two words that spoke of the 
“end” result of things—“Telos,” which referred to the “final purpose” of a thing, and “Scatos” which 
referred to the final state or substance of a thing.  The “Telos” of “life, the universe, and every-
thing” might be summed up nicely by the first statement of the “Westminster Catechism:” to glo-
rify God and enjoy him forever.  That is the “ultimate purpose” of the cosmos, the ultimate destiny 
to which we grow into.  But what of the “final state” of the cosmos?  
This is what falls within the realm of eschatology. 

   There are many competing eschatologies out there, and many of 
them are not good.  For example, many people believe that there is 
“no end;” that the universe will simply go on ad infinitum.  Humans 
and the earth itself may cease to exist (indeed, most scientists will 
allow for the certainty that humans, as every other species, will be-
come extinct as we currently understand “humans” to be…), but the 
cosmos—the whole of the universe—will go on quite nicely, thank 
you.  Think, perhaps, of a grand version of “The Circle of Life” from 
Disney’s “The Lion King,” such an eschatology is merciless and un-
heeding of our peculiar existence; indeed there is nothing to “care” 
about us, only the universe and its processes.  We might consider  
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Dear Friends,   

As we begin preparing the 2017 Spending Plan for St. Paul, 
it is important for us to evaluate our current financial wellbe-
ing.  As you review the financial summary in this newsletter, 
you will notice that we have paid approximately $5000 in ex-
penses over offering so far this year.  Please prayerfully 
consider what you may be able to do to help, so that we 
may carefully and more accurately plan for 2017.   

 

Lisa Moherman, Congregation Council President 

this comforting insofar as what “we” do has no real consequences for us—no God to offend, no 
heaven to gain or lose, no hell to risk—but ultimately such an eschatology can offer us no com-
fort or hope either.  “The Universe” does not care if you live or die, whether you are happy or 
grieve, or anything else about you.  Ultimately there is no meaning to your life nor your death, no 
purpose nor rhyme to your existence, no “good” or “bad” to your existence; only the ebb and flow 
of nature and the mechanics of the cosmos. 

   Others will offer up an eschatology with an essentially angry god who anxiously is waiting to 
destroy creation and punish all who have offended him.  This deity doesn’t have to be a neces-
sarily “Christian” deity; world history is replete with variations on the “angry god” motif.  The god, 
whatever he or she is called, must be appeased and the moment the god’s patience is done, bad 
things will happen including the punishment of those who were outside the god’s favor.  Usually 
this form of eschatology features “The End of the World,” in which the god not only punishes hu-
mans but all of Creation, burning, devouring, or otherwise destroying everything.   

   A Christian eschatology, however, offers something quite different.  The orthodox Christian un-
derstanding of eschatology says that, at a time of God’s ordaining, God will decisively intervene 
in history in such a way that HISTORY (or “Time” if you will) comes to an end—God does not 
merely “reset” things so that it may continue ad infinitum—but that time itself will come to an end.  
There will be a “Judgment,” but God is not moved by anger but by mercy, for Christ Jesus himself 
has borne the “sin of the world” upon his Body and has made satisfaction for our sin in his suffer-
ing and death.  But what then of us, how will we be judged?  While the mechanics are uncertain, 
the Bible itself says that we judge ourselves by our Faith in Christ.  But whatever Judgment is 
rendered, the “final state” of the Cosmos—the eschatology of the universe is NOT destruction 
but for Resurrection and Life.  The Church’s eschatology does not speak of “the end of the 
world,” but “…world without end. Amen.”   

   In the Church’s view, the final disposition (eschatology) of all things is coherent with the final 
purpose of all thing (telos): all things came from God and return back to God, to glorify God and 
enjoy him forever.  Eschatology, then, is about the Resurrection, speaking about the renewal and 
restoration that comes about after death.  Time will end.  Sin will end.  Death, which comes about 
in time and from sin, will end.  But the proper final disposition of life, the universe, and everything, 
is for eternity. 

Pax Christi;  

Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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News from Council 

St. Paul Church Council met October 20th, 2016.  Here are some of the highlights:    

Treasurer Debby Borrelli announced that our expenditures are $6,654 above our income for 
the year to date. 

The Ministry Fair, held on October 9th, was well attended.  We thank Mario’s for catering the 
event.  We plan to continue this activity next year. 

Pastor Kliner announced that the Rev. Traci Marriott Bowman has embraced the position of in-
terim chaplain with enthusiasm. We look forward to working closely with her and the Chapel. 
Pastor Kliner also thanked those who supported his participation in the Alzheimer’s Walk. 

Since Christmas is on a Sunday this year, there will be a regular morning service that day. 

We have received thanks from the Morgantown Community Kitchen for a donation, which came 
from the parking fund. 

Council asks those who use church facilities to return furnishings to their places when finished.  
Council also asks those who post announcements on church bulletin boards to please remove 
them in a timely fashion. 

Elections for Council members will be held in January. If you would like to nominate someone, 
please inform our Council Secretary, Jerry Bouquot, or Tamara Riegel in the office.  

Council is aware of the occasional problems with the sanctuary’s sound system and is working 
to resolve the issue. 

The annual meeting on the Spending Plan will be held Nov. 13th after the service.  The pro-
posed plan will be made available the week prior to the meeting. 

 

The Congregation meeting to review and approve the 

2017 Spending Plan is scheduled for                     

Sunday, Nov. 13th immediately  following worship. 
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From the Piecemakers 

Thanksgiving is a special time to remember why we are thankful. 
Natural disaster this past October made it clear that during our cele-
bration, the need remains. The Piece Makers have many reasons to 
be thankful. First, to God for the gift of forgiveness and for the many 
talents of our members. We are also thankful for the wiliness of so 
many members of the St. Paul congregation. In the month as we cele-
brated the 10th anniversary, Piece Makers received additional dona-
tions of money, sheets, fabric, and many individuals have received do-
nations on our behalf from friends and neighbors for us toward the 
“WOW Project. Keep spreading the word as we are still accepting donations through November 
before or after church and on Fridays.  

 

UPS delivered special gift of 35 quilt tops from Joann Failinger. We estimate that these tops re-
flect about 280 hours of work that she has devoted in addition to the fabric in the tops. We will be 
very busy on Fridays combining all the donations into finished quilts and lap robes. Currently we 
are missing Renate on Fridays because of surgery and recuperation. Please join us in praying 
for her recovery and return. Come and join us on Fridays as there are lots of knots to tie! 

    Advent Vespers, Wednesdays, 7 pm 
    Beginning November 30 

     Printed devotional resources for Advent                                 
      will be available at the church 

St Paul Ministry Fair Wrap-up 

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank everyone that participated in the Ministry Fair. 
The success of this event is directly related to the great effort expended on the displays.  St Paul 
is blessed to have so many ways to minister to each other and the community.  Special thanks 
to Grethe Myles for lending her impressive organizational and creative talents and assistance to 
the Outreach committee advertising the event. 

The leadership of St Paul hoped that a Ministry Fair would be a way to communicate to both 
members and visitors all of the many ministries and services St Paul has to  
offer.  Over 24 displays lined tables in the fellowship hall.  Games were  
played and a light lunch was provided.  Comments like  "I didn't know we  
were involved in this activity", "this was a great reminder to everyone about  
our ministries", "what a great way to get caught up with everyone" and "the  
food was great" suggest to the Stewardship committee that the first annual  
ministry fair was a success.  The Stewardship committee is excited to build  
on this new tradition. Keep an eye open for the awesome displays; they will 
be setup in the narthex throughout the next year.  Then look for news 
about the next ministry fair in 2017!   
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The Stewardship Committee Mission 

 

"Help God's people grow in their relationship with Jesus through the use of the time, talents, and 
finances God has entrusted to them."   

Last fall the Stewardship Committee embarked on a Stewardship discussion.  We would like to 
continue that discussion this year.  In the next few weeks look for temple talks about steward-
ship.  Feel free to talk with members of the committee about the talks or questions you have 
about stewardship.  We encourage everyone to complete the time, talent and financial 
pledge forms found in the bulletin, Narthex and attached to this newsletter.  Please place com-
pleted forms in the offering plate or return to the office by November 12th.  If you are interested 
in electronic giving, information is available in the narthex and at stpaulmorgantown.org. Also, if 
your family has not picked up a Ministries Directory, these are also available in the Narthex.    

 

Stewardship Committee Members 

• Debby Borrelli 

• Sandy Price 

• Jerry Bouquot 

• Lisa Moherman 

• Dave Stiles 
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We will be collecting donations for Thanksgiving baskets un-
til November 20th.  We will continue to collect food through Dec 
18th to stock the general pantry and fill baskets for Christmas.  Our 
goal is to provide meals for 30 or more families through the Rock 
Forge Food Pantry for Thanksgiving and Christmas.   We are ask-
ing for donations of food, money and time.   A list of food that is 
needed for each Food Basket will be placed in the church bulletin 
and on the church website, or call the church office for more infor-
mation.  If you would like to donate money, please note “Food Bas-
kets” on your check or offering envelope and place it in the offering 
basket.  The Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled on Sunday, 
November 20th, and we would love a donation of your time to help 

assemble or deliver the baskets.  Questions?  Contact the church office 
(office@stpaulmorgantown.org, or 304-599-0620) or Dave Stiles (dave.stiles@gmail.com) .  
Rock Forge appreciates your continued support of this outreach to families in our community.  
Your help will make a family’s holiday season much brighter!!! 

The Board of Directors for the Lutheran Campus Foundation at West 
Virginia University is pleased to welcome The Rev. Traci Marriott Bow-
man as full-time interim chaplain of the Lutheran Campus Ministry at 
WVU. Chaplain Traci, who formally assumed the position on Oct. 2, 
will serve in this office for the remainder of the 2016-2017 academic 
year. 

Chaplain Traci is a graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Gettysburg and most recently served as the parish pastor for Laurel 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Jennerstown, Pa. She will remain a rostered 
minister in the Allegheny Synod, where her husband is the pastor of 
Journey in Faith Lutheran Ministries. 

Chaplain Traci will bring to the chapel her skills and passion for 
preaching, teaching, and walking with others as together they explore 
what the Gospel of Jesus Christ means in our world today. With joy and hope, she seeks to 
serve God by serving others, celebrating God’s love through Word and Sacrament. 

The worship schedule at the chapel will remain unchanged. Mass with Eucharist is on Sunday 
evenings at 7 pm. Compline is at 9 pm on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Noon prayer ser-
vice is held on Wednesdays. 

The board will continue in its process to call a full-time, permanent chaplain in time for the 2017-
2018 academic year.  

The LCM at WVU, located at 1497 University Ave. in Morgantown, is an embassy of confessional 
Lutheranism in the midst of the academy. This ministry is made possible through the financial 
support of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the West Virginia-Western Mary-
land Synod of the ELCA, and by generous contributions from congregations and individual do-
nors. 
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving 
The Prayer List for St. Paul 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You 

are not to misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and 

love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s 

name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, 

praise, and give thanks to God.  Following this command to call on God’s name in 
every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congrega-
tion’s worship. 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Lee Paulson          Leukemia 
Tom Ross          Recurrence of cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Sue Brown-Walters         Cancer 
Jeffrey Carder         Cancer 
Chris Bolyard         Illness 
Robert Meyer         Illness 
Miranda Maxwell         Cancer 
Cheryl Olson          Cancer 
Maggie McEwuen         Heart defect/preparing for surgery 
Sherry Fox          Recovery from surgery 
Michelle Pierce         Lung cancer 
Alex Werkmeister         Illness 
Anne Hamilton         Cancer 
Pastor Sean Smith         Injured shoulder 
Bill Pierce          Grief; infection 
Sandra Moherman         Shoulder injury 
Bowie Toffle-Goddard        Recovery from heart surgery 
Renate Strakal         Recovery from surgery 
Becky Hoyt          Hospitalization 
Richard Stolz          Preparation for surgery 
Carroll Kile          Pneumonia; cancer 
 
Alta Mundell          Comfort in grief to family and friends  
 
Justin Kirkpatrick         Deployed at sea           
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
Paul Menihan         Deployed overseas 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Jim & Liz Martin 
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

November 
2016 

  

LAY 

ASSISTANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

6th 

All Saints 

10:00 AM 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

M. Kirkpatrick 

 

L. & L. Bonsall 

Kyle Smith 

J. Kliner 

 

S. McEwuen 

K. Powell 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

M. Ferer 

13th 

 

10:00 AM  

 

M. Haas 

 

R. Sampson 

 

S. Peters 

H. Gillen 

 

F. & T. Potter 

 

A. Peters 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

N. Atwell 

20th 

Christ the King 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Sampson 

 

E. Melby 

G. Riegel 

B. Suder 

A. Peters 

N.  Sampson 

 

E. & C. Melby 

 

 

 

Ohlinger 

 

S. Woodruff 

J. Bouquot 

27th 

1st  Sunday of 
Advent 

10:00 AM 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

A. Metzger 

 

R. Sampson 

S. Gabbert 

 

L. Springer 

B. Graham 

 

Martin 

 

B. Graham 

L. Springer 

 

 Deadline for December newsletter is November 21st!!! 

S_rving in Nov_m\_rS_rving in Nov_m\_rS_rving in Nov_m\_rS_rving in Nov_m\_r    
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The Epistle is a publication from: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Morgantown, WV 

The Rev. Gerald R. Kliner, Jr., pastor 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00—12:00 

Pastor Kliner: Tues-Thurs 9 am to 1 pm;  

 Sat 10-12  

Telephone:  (304) 599-0620 

Officers Of The Congregation 

President:  Lisa Moherman 

Vice President:  Larry Springer 

Secretary:  Jerry Bouquot 

Treasurer:  Debby Borrelli 

Financial Secretary:  Sandy Price 

Council Members 

Lisa Moherman    Mary Ferer     Larry Springer 

Nancy Atwell     Kevin Gillen     Jerry Bouquot 

Laura Bonsall    Connie Toffle     Brenda Stiles 

Leah Bonsall     Ben Peters      


