
The Epistle 
St Paul Lutheran Church 

Volume 16 Issue 1   January 2017 

          Recently, I had a conversation with a parishioner who was dis 
    tressed  that the petitions in “The Prayers of Intercession” now in 
    cluded a prayer for our “President—Elect, Donald.”  This parish 
    ioner was not upset that the prayers have, since I arrived at Saint  
    Paul, included a petition that named “Our President. Barack,” nor the 
fact that we now include “Our Governor—Elect, James” to go along with “Our Governor, Earl 

Ray,” but clearly she was upset at the fact that Donald Trump was going to be the next President 
of the United States.  She offered me some suggestions of things I “could pray for,” none of 
which were particularly appetizing.  I suspect that these sentiments are not rare. 

   Once, while I was on my CPE Residency, I was summoned to the Behavioral Health Unit 
(known at this hospital as the “Psych Unit”) to see a patient.  This woman had been brought in by 
the Des Moines Police after a violent psychosis-induced incident at a local convenience store 
which resulted in her (very) involuntary confinement at the Hospital.  When I sat with her, I asked 
her what I, as the oh-so-helpful and eager Chaplain, “could do for her.”  She responded without 
reservation: I could pray.  I could pray that God would smite the Police. (Her exact words…)  I 
could pray that God would smite the Doctors.  I could pray that God would smite her family and 
everyone else who, in her psychotic state, was out to get her.  (Eventually, the oh-so-helpful and 
eager Chaplain would be added to the “smiting” list…)  I told her that I had to decline her request.  
As a Lutheran, we are told about the 2nd Commandment (“You shall not make wrongful use 

of the Name of the Lord, your God.”) that “We are to fear and love God so that we do not 
curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive God’s name, but we are to use that very name 

in every time of need to call upon, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.”  Obviously, this 
was NOT part of the conversation that day—she was neither willing nor able to hear the theologi-
cal and ethical reasons why I declined to pray for God to “smite” those she viewed as her ene-
mies—but I simply could not honor her request because the 2nd Commandment forbids me from 
doing so.  I offered instead to pray for something more wholesome, but she declined. 

   The point here is that Prayer is a Holy and meaningful work.  We dare never take Prayer lightly, 

as if it consisted of vain, empty words.  A different parishioner once claimed that Prayer was 

“irrelevant” since “God knows everything anyway.”  Such a view of Prayer argues that what we 

do in Prayer is really something of a “self-reflective” nature; we comb through our consciousness 

and desires, but God already knows everything so we need not engage with any intensity in 

Prayer.  “Prayer” (see “air quotes” here) may be “nice” and something we might engage in when 

feeling stressed, or cornered, or have the urge to do so, but it’s not substantive.  I’m going to 

suggest that this is, in fact, not prayer at all…or at least Christian Prayer.  Christian Prayer, on 

the other hand, is indispensable; one cannot BE a Christian and not pray any more than one can 

be “alive” and not breathe.  (If for no other practical reason that Prayer is Commanded of us…)  

God wants us to Pray—to name our joys and hurts, our needs and our fears, our deepest wants 

and our pettiest whims—not because somehow God “doesn’t already ‘know’ them,” but because  
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Special Days in January 

January 1
st     

The Name of Jesus 

January 6
th     

Epiphany of Our Lord 

 January 8
th        

 Baptism of Our Lord  

God desires us to be God’s own loving children.  But God wants us to take care not to slander 
God’s Name by assuming that God will do whatever we ask of him…even base evil itself. 

   Which brings us back to the reason we Pray for our President, Governor, and the President—
Elect and Governor—Elect.  Saint Paul bid that we pray for the Emperor and for Kings, that we 
might live in peaceful times.  So we pray for the chief executives of our Nation and our State; we 
could well pray for all our officials, from the local level on up, but that would be time prohibitive.  
We pray for them when we are happy and we think they are doing what we think they “ought to 
do.”  But much more so, we pray for them when we are unhappy and we see our leaders acting 
foolishly or wickedly.  (They need our prayers more when they are wrong than when they are 
right!)  Our Prayer ought not have any party affiliation nor show any preference for power, wealth, 
race, or gender: we misuse God’s Name when we allow these things to influence our prayer, as if 
God would show racism, sexism, or favor a flat political party affiliation.  We pray that our leaders 
would have Humility and Holy Wisdom; we pray that Peace would break out on earth and that 
Justice might be manifest for all peoples;  we pray that we might have Good Governance that re-
strains evil.  And, maybe, like Tevia in “The Fiddler on the Roof,” we pray that “God would keep 
the Czar…far away from us!” 

   Since I have been a Pastor in West Virginia, I have prayed for three Governors—Robert 
(Wise), James (Manchin), Earl Ray (Tomblin)—and now I add another James (Justice) to that 
list.  I may or may not have voted for any or all of them, I may or may not have agreed with “how” 
they governed or the decisions they made.  But I prayed for them all the same.  Likewise, I have 
prayed for two Presidents—George (W. Bush) and Barack (Obama).  I may or may not have 
voted for either one of them and I may or may not have agreed with their decisions; but I prayed 
for them all the same.  Now I add another name to that list: Donald (Trump).  I may or may not 
have voted for him, I may or may not be happy about his election; but those things are irrelevant.  
I will pray for the President—Elect.  I will pray and give thanks when he does what is good and 
right and just.  I will pray all the more when he does that which I find to be odious and wrong.  I 
will pray that God gives him Holy Wisdom and sober judgment.  I will pray that God will uphold 
him in all Good Works and that God corrects him when he errs.  And, perhaps like Tevia, I will 
pray that “God keeps the President…far away from us.” 

Pax Christi; 

Pr.. Jerry Kliner, STS 
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News from Council 

St. Paul council did not meet in December, due to a light agenda and cold weather. 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is 

scheduled for Sunday, January 29th,               
immediately following worship.  

  Snow date is February 12th. 

Committee Chairs: 

please submit annual reports to the church office by January 15th. 

There will be no Sunday School December 25th and January 1st. 

Classes resume January 8th. 

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Soup & Bread Luncheon, the primary fundraiser of Empty Bowls Monongalia, will be 
held on Saturday, February 25th, 2017, at Mylan Park.  Empty Bowls provides support for or-
ganizations that combat hunger and promotes awareness about local hunger issues.  

At the luncheon, soup is served in handmade bowls.  Guests may keep their bowl as a reminder 
of the meal’s purpose.  

Contact Tamara Riegel to purchase a ticket: in person, email at office@stpaulmorgantown.org, 
or phone 304-599-0620.  Please make out checks to Empty Bowls Monongalia; luncheon tickets 
are $20; children ten and under eat free, but do not receive a bowl. 
 
If you wish to volunteer at the luncheon or bake cookies for the event, sign up sheets are posted 
in the narthex. 
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From the Piecemakers 
Mark your calendar for January 6th to join the Piece Makers 
as we start off the New Year of 2017. We will build on past 
efforts to help continue providing warm quilts to those in 
need of help. We have had a request for additional quilts 
beyond the 22 we sent in August for the flood victims in 
southern West Virginia. With good weather on Fridays we 
will honor this request to help citizens right here in West Vir-
ginia.  

 

In December Sherry and Dana Fox delivered 14 quilts to the 
warehouse which brought our total  over ten years to over 
1200. We are also happy to report that the WOW PROJECT 
exceeded our goal! First, we thank Frances O’Brian for the 
donation of the quilt top and Susan Berry for taking the quilt 
to someone who could perform the quilting so nicely and 
quickly.  We had an expense of $100 for completing the quilt 
and so we earned a total of $716. Half of this or $353 will be 

donated to Lutheran World Relief to help cover the costs of shipping quilts. We could not have 
done this without the help of many members of the congregation who 
told people about the project and brought us donations from many 
friends and family members.  On December 4th three tickets were 
drawn for the WOW PROJECT. We were in hope of getting $500 in 
donations to the project, but when we passed the $600 amount we de-
cided to award two additional quilts to members of the congregation for 
their special help and additional donations during the project. We des-
ignated the bird quilt to go to a second name drawn and the third name 
would select their choice of one of the Christmas quilts. We were 
pleased that all three tickets had names who were members of St. 
Paul. Congratulations to Earl Melby on receiving the trip Around the 
World quilt, Candy Custer, and LuAnn Hartley. May you enjoy your 
quilts.  

    CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS  

Thank you to all who donated and helped. 

You have brightened the holiday season for 40 families!!! 

A big thank you to the Piecemakers for all the work involved in the 
quilt raffle.  I feel grateful to be the lucky winner.  CeCe and I will 
think of you often when we enjoy the beautiful quilt — Earl Melby 
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November 2016 

   The new FLOWER CHART for 2017  

is posted in the narthex.  Please choose a Sunday when you would 
like to place flowers on the altar.  We will order the flowers for you, 
and you will be sent a bill from the florist.  Please let the office know if 
you would like a particular type or color of flower. This is a wonderful 
way to remember someone special, celebrate a special occasion, or 
just to the Glory of God.  If you have any questions, please call the 
church office.  
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Date Set up Clean up 

1/1 Tamara Tiffany 

1/8 Jeanne Gretchen 

1/15 MaryLee Mary H. 

1/29 Tamara Jeanne 
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving 
The Prayer List for St. Paul 

 

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes:  The Second Commandment:  You are not to 

misuse the name of your God.  What is this?  Answer:  We are to fear and love God, so that 

we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use 

that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.  Fol-
lowing this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be 
lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship. 

 

 

Person for whom we intercede:        For what we are praying: 

Lee Paulson          Leukemia 
Tom Ross          Recurrence of cancer 
Michael Frownfelter         Illness 
Chris Lotspeich         Illness 
Sue Brown-Walters         Cancer 
Chris Bolyard         Illness 
Robert Meyer         Illness 
Maggie McEwuen         Recovery from heart surgery 
Michelle Pierce         Lung cancer 
Alex Werkmeister         Illness 
Anne Hamilton         Cancer 
Bill Pierce          Grief; infection 
Sandra Moherman         Shoulder injury 
Bowie Toffle-Goddard        Recovery from heart surgery 
Richard Stolz          Preparation for surgery 
Kate Barton          Serious Illness 
Cody Brogan          Pneumonia 
Helen Goryance          Recovery from surgery 
Steve Game          Cancer  
Sherry Fox          Illness   
Caitlyn Tarys          Injury 
Jackie Wesselschmidt        Cancer 
Debbie Queen         Cancer 
     
Carroll Kile          Comfort in grief to family and friends  
Bernice Borrelli         Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Donald D’Amato         Comfort in grief to family and friends 
Virginia Wangerin         Comfort in grief to family and friends 
 
Justin Kirkpatrick         Deployed at sea           
Brian Fox          Stationed in AZ 
 
Wilma Chisler 
Jim Tucker          Parkinsons 
Jim & Liz Martin 
Victoria Sickles 
Thelma Uteg 
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SERVING   

  ST. PAUL 

January 
2017 

  

LAY 

ASSIS-
TANT 

   

LECTOR 

  

ACOLYTES 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY  

  

COUNTERS 

1st 

10:00 AM 
Name of 

Jesus 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

E. Melby 

 

 

G. Riegel 

T. & B. Suder 

R. Shockley 

 

E. & C. Melby 

 

—— 

 

S. Woodruff 

L. Springer 

8th 

10:00 AM 

Baptism of 
our Lord 

 

M. Sampson 

 

G. Grosso 

 

A. & S. Peters 

K. Smith 

L. Bonsall 

 

S. McEwuen 

L. Springer 

 

Martin 

 

S. Price 

M. Ferer 

15th 

10:00 AM 

 

E. Stiles 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

S. Gabbert 

H. Gillen 

 

B. Graham 

L. Cushing 

 

A. Peters 

 

S. Gabbert 

B. Stiles 

22nd 

10:00 AM 

 

J. Lemas-
ters 

 

 

M. 
Kirkpatrick 

 

J. Kliner 

R. Sampson 

 

 

P. Smith 

K. Powell 

 

Gillen 

 

S. Kirkpatrick 

L. Moherman 

 

29th 

10:00 AM 

 

M. Haas 

 

 

A. Menihan 

 

 

K. Smith 

S. Peters 

 

K. & G. Kullman 

 

 

Metzger 

 

K. Powell 

N. Atwell 

 

Reminder:  ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned 
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office 
(304-599-0620 or  office@stpaulmorgantown.org) 

S_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ryS_rving in j[nu[ry    

The church office will be closed December 26-27.  The office will be open on an as-needed 
basis for the rest of the week.  Pastor Jerry is always available via his cell phone, 304-926-
4752. 
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Reminder: Deadline for February newsletter is January 23rd!!! 

January 
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