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The word “Ethics” is an ancient Greek word that usually refers to the guiding mores and values that assists us in making
decisions. Ethics usually comes into focus in the earthshattering moments of life—another word that comes to us
from Greek, Crisis—or sometimes they come into focus when
there has been a lack or failure of ethics by some public figure.
But in truth, Ethics are at work most often when we don’t even notice them, in the mundane decisions that we make every day. Everything you do and say, those little decisions you are hardly
aware of, all of those speak of your—our—ethics.
The word “Ethics” comes from the same root word, “Ethos,” as the word “Ethnic.” We usually
do not draw the linkage between the two; we speak of things “Ethnic” when we are referring to
distinct cultures and sub-cultures, we speak of “Ethics” in terms of decision-making. So, for example, one may attend an “Ethnic Studies” class at the University in which they study the social
norms, expectations, frustrations, and experiences of a specific culture or sub-culture. Then you
may go down the hall to take a “Bio-ethics” class in which you study the ethical and legal issues
facing the medical community. Occasionally there may be some overlap—the particular medical
challenges facing a patient who is a “Jehovah’s Witness,” for example—but by and large we are
predisposed to see “Ethics” and “Ethnic” as distinct and separate issues and disciplines. But
both words have the same Greek root, they are not “separate” nor “distinct” in the Greek, but
rather are intimately related.
“Ethos” are all those things that define a people, it is “that which makes you who you are.”
Your culture, your values, your shared experience…all these things fall within “Ethos.” On a
very small level, your Ethos is formed by your family (“family of origin” in a more precise usage).
I remember my mother telling me, “It doesn’t matter if everyone else does it… They’re not a
Kliner and you are.” Our families are the core unit of Ethos, they impart to us the indelible marks
of “Who we are” and “Who we will be”—for better and for worse. From our families, we then
merge into ever wider communities: our neighborhood, our Parish Church, our State, our Nation,
and, for Christians, all the way up to the Church catholic, which spans all of time and space.
And, as we move into wider communities, our Ethos inevitably comes into conflict with other
peoples’ Ethos; hence we end up all too often with ethnic strife and ethical conflict.
There are several possible responses to this conflict, and all of them may be appropriate at
certain times and under certain circumstances. One strategy is the Enclave—the withdrawing of
an Ethos into a heterogeneous community. (The dark side of the Enclave is “segregation” and
the “ghetto.”) An Enclave is not always a “bad” thing (ah, Ethics now come into play!), Enclaves
can be vibrant, offer support, and provide a common Ethos. Another strategy is “Conquest/
Surrender” in which a dominant Ethos overwhelms and subsumes smaller Ethe (I promise,
“Ethe” is the plural of “Ethos”… I looked it up!) and appropriates pieces of those sub-ethe, becoming neither the original Ethos nor its components. (Think, here, of the “American melting-
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pot” culture…) There are other strategies of course—including genocide—that offer conflict as
their dominant model for dealing with the clash between the varying Ethe in the world.
Why am I dabbling here, in what is probably a sociological issue? Because “The Church” is an
Ethos—a People. And, as an Ethos, it has a distinct identity; and with that identity comes mores
and values and a shared experience…all those things that inform “who you are” and hence “how
you will decide what to do.” Like the wider Ethos, the family is the smallest unit of the Church…
it’s not so much “coming to Church” that will inculcate the Faith, but what you do “at home” that is
the root of Faith. How does one “join” this People? Not through genetics nor even through binding agreement, but through Baptism. What values govern this People? For all Christians, the
core has been the Truth revealed in Holy Scripture, centered on the person of Christ Jesus, that
has shaped and determined the mores and values of the Church.
So the question comes faces us in these days, “WHO ARE YOU?” In a turbulent time in our
wider, national Ethos, what mores and values will govern us, as the Church, and what will those
mores and values say about how you, as a Christian, will react, say, and conduct yourself? Like
my mother once said to me, “It doesn’t matter if everyone else does it… They’re not Christians
and you are!” What we do and say, how we view the world around us and how we react to it, is
shaped by our Ethos, but also reflects (or perhaps reveals) our Ethos. Saint Ignatius of Antioch
once said, “I wish not merely to be called Christian, but also to be Christian.” Or in other words,
the Ethos, the People of the Church are distinctive among the wider Ethos of the nation.
Our particular Ethos and our Ethics will determine how we, as the Church, act and react. They
will sometimes set us apart from the wider Ethe around us; it may even lead to conflicts with the
various other Ethe as they respond in their own particular ways. But BEING a Christian is to lead
a particular life, a “life worthy of the calling to which you are called” in the words of Saint Paul.
BE the Church. Be the Church in everything you do and say. Be the Church in how you view
the events of the world and how you react to them. Let your Ethos, as a Christian, be evident in
everything you do and everywhere you go. In the words of the Baptismal Rite: “Let your light so
shine before others so that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Pax Christi;
Pr, Jerry Kliner, STS
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News from Council
St. Paul Council met January 19th, 2017.
•

Treasurer reported an excess of income versus expenses for Dec. 2016 of $1,661; 2016
Jan.-Dec. showed a deficit of $2,063.

•

A revised church use policy, including order of priority for use, and a revised usage fee
structure was approved. Implementation for these revised policies is March 1, 2017.

•

T&D Contracting has been employed to provide snow removal and salting for the church
parking lot and sidewalks.

•

Council approved a vendor change for the church office copier/printer service to Hart Office
Solutions. The Administrative Assistant will coordinate the change in service.

•

Julia Brecht, Tom and Gretchen Endres, and Charles Hintze were approved to be received
into membership via Letters of Transfer. Two additional Letters of Transfer are anticipated.
A late spring reception of new members will be planned.

The 2017 Soup & Bread Luncheon, the primary fundraiser of Empty Bowls Monongalia, will be
held on Saturday, February 25th, 2017, at Mylan Park. Empty Bowls provides support for organizations that combat hunger and promotes awareness about local hunger issues.
At the luncheon, soup is served in handmade bowls. Guests may keep their bowl as a reminder
of the meal’s purpose.
Contact Tamara Riegel to purchase a ticket: in person, email at office@stpaulmorgantown.org,
or phone 304-599-0620. Please make out checks to Empty Bowls Monongalia; luncheon tickets
are $20; children ten and under eat free, but do not receive a bowl.
If you wish to volunteer at the luncheon or bake cookies for the event, sign up sheets are posted
in the narthex.
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From the Piecemakers
There is an old saying that, “When it rains it pours.” The Piece Makers
have been recipients of many gifts of supplies this past month even
though we had a holiday off and an additional snow day. We thank
JoAnn Failinger for the 39 quilt tops. These will keep us very busy for
the remainder of the winter. Thelma Uteg found it necessary to give up
her apartment and her daughters brought us many lovely fabrics,
backing fabric, and padding. We all recognize her talents with quilting
and her collection of fabrics are very lovely. All of these gifts will enable us to make many quilt and lap robe tops including several baptismal quilts or baby quilts.
Julia’s neighbor, Ruth Long, decided that it was time to give up quilting and passed along to us
some lovely pieces of fabric for quilt tops.
We have completed the Wow Project by sending $353 to Lutheran World Relief to pay for shipping quilts overseas. Lutheran World Relief has sent us a new chart that reports where the quilts
were distributed this past year. The chart will be in the narthex for your examination. Our quilts
are distributed through the distribution center in Maryland. Please check out the chart and see
what additional assistance Lutheran World Relief makes. Other groups are most welcome to undertake a project to assist some of these projects. Of course, we would be happy to have you
join us on Fridays in making quilts. If you can tie a square know you can tie the knots on a quilt.
The quilts that you are seeing in the church and narthex now will be going to the Lutheran Community Service to be distributed to the victims of the floods last spring. We have been asked to
donate quilts as their efforts are now turning from cleaning up to providing items for warmth as
winter approaches. We are pleased to help the citizens of West Virginia through our quilt making
efforts.

A sign up sheet for Sunday morning coffee and treats is
posted on the bulletin board in the entry. Please, if you
are so inspired, contribute to our fellowship time.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is
scheduled for Sunday, January 29th, immediately following worship.
Snow date is February 12th.
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Date

Set up

Clean up

2/5

Jeanne

Gretchen

2/12

MaryLee

Tiffany

2/19

Tamara

Mary H.
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to
misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that
we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use
that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be
lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Lee Paulson
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Chris Bolyard
Robert Meyer
Michelle Pierce
Alex Werkmeister
Anne Hamilton
Sandra Moherman
Kate Barton
Steve Game
Caitlyn Tarys
Jackie Wesselschmidt
Debbie Queen
John Erickson
Patricia Obenauf
Quinn Williams (infant)
Jack Boring
Debbie Phillips
Diann Craig

For what we are praying:
Leukemia
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Illness
Illness
Lung cancer
Illness
Cancer
Shoulder injury
Serious Illness
Cancer
Injury
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Cancer
Stage 4 cancer
Recovery from surgery
Stage 4 cancer
Illness

Stephanie Groves

Comfort in grief to family and friends

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox

Deployed at sea
Stationed in AZ

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Bill Pierce
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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S_rving in F_\ru[ry

SERVING
ST. PAUL

LAY

February
2017

ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

A. Metzger

H. Gillen

F. & T. Potter

Ohlinger

S. Gnegy

5th
10:00 AM

S. Woodruff

S. Peters

K. Gillen

12th
10:00 AM

S. McEwuen

S.
Kirkpatrick

R. Shockley

C. & E. Melby

R.
Sampson

J. Kliner

C. Henry

S. Gabbert

A. Metzger

G. Riegel

S. & D. Lynch

Gillen

A. Peters

B. Graham
L. Bonsall

19th
10:00 AM

D. Borrelli

Martin

D. Stiles
J. Bouquot

26th
10:00 AM
Transfiguration of Our
Lord

M. Sampson

T. Potter

B. Suder

A. Peters

S. Price

K. Smith

C. Toffle

R. & N.
Sampson

Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)

Reminder: Deadline for March newsletter is February 20th!!!
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