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Last week, a “Facebook” friend and fellow Pastor, put a picture on
her feed of the Christus Victor mosaic from the (Roman Catholic) Na
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in Washington, DC. This
mosaic depicts the “Triumphant Christ” in glory, judging the “living and
the dead,” and he is not smiling. The visage in Christ in this mosaic is stern—even angry, perhaps—and one cannot help but feel the weight of judgment and sin that has wounded this Christ.
The reaction on “Facebook” was somewhat predictable; most felt “put off” by this Christ, they
were offended by it. Most of the respondents offered more gentle alternatives, Jesuses with a
more benevolent expression on their faces—some weeping, others smiling, all with their arms
outstretched in welcome. I was struck by just how many Pastors could not abide the idea of a
Jesus who might be angry.
In speaking of his Jesus-character, Aslan, gives this word of caution: Aslan is not a tame Lion,
but he is GOOD. It is a pernicious and dangerous idolatry that tells us to domesticate Jesus, to
“tame” him if you will. We carefully groom the image of Christ, quaffing the hair, lightening the
skin, carefully making the image of Christ into one that pleases us. But most of all, we place
upon the face of Jesus the emotions we want him to feel. An earlier generation depicted Jesus
as suffering; suffering for us and suffering with us. Upon the face of the suffering Christ, we
could see our own pains. “Nobody knows the troubles I seen…” the words of the Spiritual says,
“…Nobody but Jesus.” My generation favored the “Laughing Jesus.” When I was in seminary,
most of my classmates had some version of Jesus’ face frozen in a laugh, delighting in some Divine humor or another. The idea was that Jesus could be delighted in us…and maybe we could
be delighted in him as well. There are other motifs as well—the “Serene” Jesus who is “in control,” the “Wise Jesus” lecturing children and crowds, and the “Soppy” Jesus who looks down at
us like a rendering from the cover of a romance novel—but all of them attempt to “tame” this
Lion, to render Christ static, safe, predictable. Mine.
But Christ is NOT static, predictable, or safe. Like Lewis’ Aslan, this is “No tame Lion” we are
dealing with. But he is GOOD. In truth, I am not advocating for a sterile iconoclasm that would
destroy the images we have created for Christ. The images (in Greek, “icon”) are not the problem; they help us connect with Christ, to remember that Christ is not some sort of ethereal, spiritual ideal, but rather “took human flesh and dwelt among us.” Idolatry does not come with the
creation of a “graven image,” but rather when we attempt to limit the image of Christ. Idolatry
happens when we will only see a “Suffering” Christ without the “Laughing” Christ or conversely
the “Laughing” Jesus while refusing to see Jesus suffering and dying on the Cross. Idolatry happens when we demand that Jesus only gaze soppily upon us with a love-struck expression on his
face with no other alternative. Idolatry happens when we reject a stern Jesus, who just might be
disappointed with our sin and our repeated attempts to make our desires his desires.

Page 2

The Epistle

“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent” [Matthew 4:17], he willed the entire life
of believers to be one of repentance.” This was “Thesis #1” of Luther’s “95 Theses.” Behind
this opening thesis, one glimpses a Jesus who is not smiling, who is not saying, “It’s all good!”
The face of Christ looking sternly at me—who ought to…who DOES…know the Commandments
and what God desires—and yet has once again done otherwise, is sobering. It should challenge us, it should reprove us, it should remind us of what exactly is at stake in this world; our
sin has consequence, it hurts us, our neighbors, and it offends God.
In Advent, we focus on the Coming of Christ. We need to be able to see Christ’s face in all its
Glory and Majesty. But we dare not delude ourselves that Christ can feel no anger. He indeed
is “No tame Lion,” but above all, he is GOOD. The same, stern visage that challenges us is the
same face that will laugh in delight at the repentant who comes home stammering some halfthought-out excuse. It is the same face that will gaze with mingled love and sorrow as it dies on
the Cross. Come and behold this Christ in all his glory and let him behold you as well. He is not
static, predictable, or safe; but he is GOOD.
Behold, he stands at the very gates and knocks.
Pax Christi;
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS
We will be collecting donations for Christmas baskets until December 18th.
Our goal is provide a meal for 30 or more families through the Rock
Forge Food Pantry. We are asking for donations of food, money and
time. A list of food that is needed for each Food Basket will be placed in
the church bulletin and on the church website, or call the church office for
more information. If you would like to donate money, please note “Food
Baskets” on your check or offering envelope and place it in the offering
basket. The baskets will be assembled on Sunday, December 18th, and
we would love a donation of your time to help assemble or deliver the
baskets. Questions? Contact the church office
(office@stpaulmorgantown.org, or 304-599-0620) or Dave Stiles
(dave.stiles@gmail.com) . Rock Forge appreciates your continued support of this outreach to families in our community. Your help will make a
family’s holiday season much brighter!!!

Bible Study for Advent
Join us in the library, beginning November 27th, 9 am.
See Tamara Riegel in the office for materials.
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News from Council
St. Paul council met on November 17th. Here are some highlights:
•

Debby Borrelli, treasurer, reports that we are $6341 behind expenses for the year. We ask
that you prayerfully keep this in mind as you wrap up your giving for 2016.

•

The youth group participated in a rummage sale that raised $711 for flood relief in WV. The
youth also helped shop, sort and sack the Thanksgiving food baskets.

•

Pastor Kliner will be on vacation Nov. 24-30. If you are in need of emergency pastoral care,
please call Father Mike Hadaway, 443-797-5422.

•

Council has formed a nominating committee for new council members to be elected in
January. Please prayerfully consider your decision should a nomination come your way.

•

Council approved the use of the church by the Mountainside Baroque music group, January
10th.

•

Council has formed committees to review and revise, if necessary, the church use policy
and dispute resolution guidelines.

•

St. Lucia Sunday will be December 11th.

•

It was decided to post “park at your own risk” signage for game day events to deter issues
with our grass lot.

•

Annual congregational meeting is scheduled for January 29th, with a snow date of February
12th.

Congratulations to Kay VandenBosch, our very
own Walk to End Alzheimers’ Queen! For nearly
30 years, in thankfulness for the help which she received from the Association, Kay has been organizing the St. Paul team and supporting the Walk.
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From the Piecemakers
In December we celebrate of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. And
the Piece Makers will also be celebrating the completion of the
WOW PROJECT. As I write this message we still have an additional two weeks for receiving donations. But we know that we have
met our monetary goal and more. We will report the exact amount
of money. We also received many sheets and thread to assist in
making quilts. We appreciate all of these items as they are essential
to completing the quilts.
Hope you have noticed the newly completed quilts. We are looking for someone who is
heading East and might deliver quilts to Lutheran World Relief. If you are traveling east and willing deliver the quilts please tell one of the Piece Makers.
December is a busy month, but the Piece Makers will take time on Dec. 16 to celebrate
Christmas and the birthdays of two members. We also are looking forward to the first Sunday in
December celebrating with the winner of the Trip Around the World Quilt. Christmas always
brings surprises. The Piece Makers hope there will be pleasant surprises that make your Christmas more merry.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is scheduled for
Sunday, January 29th,
immediately following worship.
Snow date is February 12th.

Give the gift of a better life this Christmas!
Have you ever selected a gift for someone in need from a
Christmas tree in a store or shopping mall? This year, donate a cow, a pig, or honeybees to a family in need through
ELCA Good Gifts. Choose an ornament (or two) from the
tree in the narthex, enclose the appropriate amount of
money in one of the envelopes in the pews, and place in the
offering plate. Then take the ornament home to place on
your own tree. Or, donate on behalf of a friend and give the
ornament to them as a remembrance of your gift.
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October 2016

Poinsettias can be ordered by calling the church
office at 304-599-0620 or by emailing
office@stpaulmorgantown.org. Cost is $7.00 each.
You may place payment in the offering plate. Please
mark your check or your envelope “Poinsettias.”
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
SERVICES AND EVENTS
ADVENT VESPERS: WEDNESDAYS
NOV. 30th, DEC. 7th, 14th, and 21st AT 7:00 PM
Refreshments and fellowship afterwards
Choir practice following the service
DECEMBER 11TH: HANGING OF THE GREENS, after worship
DECEMBER 24TH:
COMMUNION SERVICE 6:00 PM
(pre-service music by our young people)
COMMUNION SERVICE 11:00 PM
DECEMBER 25TH: COMMUNION SERVICE 10:00 AM

Lutheran Campus Chapel Interim
Chaplain Traci Marriott Bowman will
begin a study of “Faith, Sexism,
Justice” as part of a conversation
toward a new ELCA social statement. There will be six meetings,
all at 7:30 pm: 11/29, 11/30, 12/1,
12/5, 12/6 and 12/7. Please bring a
device to access the study online.
For more information, call Traci at
304-296-5388.

December 2016
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The new FLOWER CHART for 2017 is posted in the narthex. Please
choose a Sunday when you would like to place flowers on the altar.
We will order the flowers for you, and you will be sent a bill from the
florist. Please let the office know if you would like a particular type or
color of flower. This is a wonderful way to remember someone
special, celebrate a special occasion, or just to the Glory of God. If
you have any questions, please call the church office.

Saint Lucia
At St. Paul, we have established a discretionary fund named the
Santa Lucia fund that is used to continue the service to the poor and
hungry. A special collection will be taken during the December 11th
worship service. For more information about St. Lucia, visit our
website.
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The church office will be closed December 26-27. The office will be open on an as-needed
basis for the rest of the week. Pastor Jerry is always available via his cell phone, 304-9264752.

Date

Set up

Clean up

12/4

Jeanne

Tiffany

12/11

Tamara

Gretchen

12/18

MaryLee

MaryLee

12/24 6 pm

MaryLee

MaryLee

12/24 11 pm

MaryLee

Mary H.

“HANGING OF THE GREENS”
December 11th — Following worship
Come and join the fun and fellowship as we
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.

December 2016

Page 9

Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You are not to
misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and love God, so that
we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use
that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in every situation, we list here intercessions to be
lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Lee Paulson
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Sue Brown-Walters
Chris Bolyard
Robert Meyer
Maggie McEwuen
Michelle Pierce
Alex Werkmeister
Anne Hamilton
Pastor Sean Smith
Bill Pierce
Sandra Moherman
Bowie Toffle-Goddard
Renate Strakal
Becky Hoyt
Richard Stolz
Carroll Kile
Kate Barton
Cody Brogan
Helen Goryance
Steve Game
Sherry Fox

For what we are praying:
Leukemia
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Heart defect/preparing for surgery
Lung cancer
Illness
Cancer
Injured shoulder
Grief; infection
Shoulder injury
Recovery from heart surgery
Recovery from surgery
Hospitalization
Preparation for surgery
Pneumonia; cancer
Serious Illness
Pneumonia
Preparing for surgery
Cancer
Illness

Alta Mundell
Arlin Kile
Betty Wallace

Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Paul Menihan

Deployed at sea
Stationed in AZ
Deployed overseas

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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ASSISTANT

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

A. Menihan

K. Smith

K. & G. Kullman

Gillen

S. Gnegy

4th
10:00
AM

S. McEwuen

B. Suder

K. Gillen

11th
E. Stiles

T. Potter

A. & S. Peters

S. & D. Lynch

Ohlinger

S. Gabbert
C. Toffle

10:00
AM
18th
J. Lemasters

S. Price

M. Haas

S.
Kirkpatrick

R. & N.
Sampson

F. & T. Potter

S. Gabbert

P. Smith

J. Kliner

S. & D. Lynch

Metzger

K. Powell
L. Moherman

10:00
24th
6:00 PM

————

S. Price
L. Springer

R. Shockley
Lindsay Bonsall

24

th

11:00
PM

S. Woodruff

B. Stiles

S. Werntz

B. Graham

Leah Bonsall

K. Powell

————

B. Graham
B. Stiles

E. Stiles

25th
Christmas

D. Borrelli

————

J. Kliner

B. Graham

————

S. Kirkpatrick
L. Springer

11:00
Reminder: ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS — If you and/or your family have planned
absences from church, etc. — PLEASE — contact Tamara Riegel at the church office
(304-599-0620 or office@stpaulmorgantown.org)
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December

Reminder: Deadline for January newsletter is December 14th!!!

S T . P AUL L UTHERAN
C HURCH
309 Baldwin St
Morgantown WV 26505
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