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A Theological and Liturgical Dictionary
Transcendence: noun tran·scen·dence \-ˈsen-dən(t)s\
1: The quality of being transcendent.
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
Last month, we looked at the Calendar, which roots our Faith in time, counting the days and
seasons of our lives and reminding us that the Christian Faith is an incarnate faith. But the
Christian Faith is not merely a cycle of natural days lived solely in the present moment. In his
iconic song “Imagine,” John Lennon sings “Imagine there's no heaven, it's easy if you try. No hell
below us, above us only sky. Imagine all the people, living for today...” One of the striking things
of this philosophy is the lack of anything beyond the present moment; the whole of the human
experience is reduced to a moment that passes away and is gone. Likewise, the philosophy of
Empiricism argues that all that can be truly known, and hence all that truly exists, is the physical
realm that can be seen, measured, and comprehended. Our Faith IS an incarnate, embodied
faith that is lived out in the physical realm of time and space. And yet, there is also the pressing
need within the Christian Faith of Transcendence, of “That which is beyond our finite reality.”
An interesting question that is worth pondering is “Does God EXIST?” Now, before you panic
that your Pastor has lost his mind and faith and “gone atheist,” stop and ponder it for a moment.
The category of “Existence,” as human reality defines it at least, brings some necessary elements or definitions with it: to “exist” something must occupy a physical space and time, usually
things that exist have an origin and a time before the “existed,” and usually things that exist have
a time when they “will not exist.” God, on the other hand, abides beyond our categories of time
and space, of “existence” and “non-existence.” So, God—in order to BE God—does not, cannot,
“exist”…at least insofar as “we” exist. And this is Good News for us! For, if God existed as we
exist, if God were merely another creature who lives and dies and is no more, if there were nothing transcendent, nothing beyond our transitory reality, then our lives would be condemned to
meaninglessness. We would be condemned to endlessly repeating the Sisyphean task of “rolling
the boulder up the hill every day,” only to die and hand the endless, redemptionless task to our
children and their children. There is a singular hopelessness in this that crushes the soul and
psyche.
But the God of the Christian Faith IS Transcendent. God IS; there was never a time where
God “is not,” the “past” and the “present” and the “future” have no power or meaning for God.
Likewise, physical space has no bearing upon God; God IS “here” and “there” and “everywhere”
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all at once. When the Reformed theologian Ulrich Zwingli opined that Jesus “couldn’t” be physically present in the Sacrament (of Holy Communion) because “Jesus’ body is [physically] present in Heaven,” he was wrestling and ultimately rejected Transcendence. How can Jesus be
physically present in the Sacrament and still “sit at the right hand of the Father”? Because of
Transcendence; the Sacrament is not about our “here and now,” but rather about God’s
“beyond-ness.”
When we enter into the Liturgy—the same Liturgy that takes seriously the Calendar—we step
outside of our daily “time” and “space” and into Eternity. Liturgists speak of this in terms of
Chronos—the “time” of existence, the seconds and days and years of our life—and Kairos—the
transcendent eternity of God’s “time,” and “space.” The Church exists “here” and yet throughout
the world and throughout the ages at once; to be “here” at worship is to worship with the Faithful
across the world but also in Heaven. The Saints here sing, but we also are also truly joining our
voices with Christians across the globe, but we are also singing with the Saints in Heaven. This
is no vague “brotherhood of man,” but a Transcendent reality that confesses that the “empty”
space next to us is not empty at all, but occupied by the Saints; whether I can “see” or “perceive”
their presence or not.
If God is Transcendent, or “beyond,” we must also be quick to reject the ancient notion that
God is so far beyond us so as to be “inapproachable,” and “immovable.” God the Son is forever
human, forever Incarnate, and so eternally bridges and transcends our human existence within
time and space, and God’s eternal being in eternity. Throughout the witness of Holy Scripture,
we see God reaching towards and seeking us; desiring us to know God and eternity. Rather
than God retreating into fathomless eternity, it we who tend to retreat into our finite existence
trying to flee from God. Part of Transcendence is that God spans and bridges that which divides, it is an outgrowth of our human brokenness that we insist that God cannot know—indeed
no one can know—our increasing and insular “reality.” But thanks be to God who “goes beyond”
our limited categories, our fragmented existence, the limits we place upon ourselves and others!
Pax Christi!
Pr. Jerry Kliner, STS

August 7th, 5:00 PM!
Come for fun and fellowship, followed by a private swim party
at Krepps Pool, 6:30-8:30 pm!
We suggest that, if your last name starts with:
A-H: Please bring a dessert
I-P: Please bring a side dish
Q-Z: Please bring a salad
Also please bring whatever meat you wish to put on the grill.
Invite your friends to this fun event!

Volume 15, Issue 8

Page 3

Lemonade Days at the Chapel
August 15-16
If anyone can assist with distributing lemonade to anxious,
thirsty WVU students, please see Matt Sampson (304-6851584)

News from Council
St. Paul Church Council did not meet in July due to lack of quorum.
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From the Piecemakers
Piece Makers for August
Have you noticed the many colorfully striped quilts in the back of the
church and on the stair railings? Piece Makers are completing quilts for
use by the Lutheran Community Partners to aid relief efforts for the victims of the southern West Virginia floods. We told the Lutheran Community Partners we would have 30 quilts available. We have almost
reached this goal!
Last month we donated three quilts and a lap robe filled with images of
animals and children to the Children’s Hospital. We hope these quilts will entertain the children
as well as bring warmth. Each quilt sent to the hospital has a note sewn on its back that says the
quilt is prepared with love by the Piece Makers at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Morgantown.
These local activities have not caused us to forget our major charge of assisting the Lutheran
World Relief. Recently we learned that it costs $2.25 to send a quilt to its final destination. If you
cannot join us on Fridays to tie quilts or cannot find sheets or fabric for backing, perhaps you
might put some cash into an envelope and put it into the offering plate. Please mark such donations with your name and the words “For Sending Quilts”.
As we approach the Piece Makers Tenth Anniversary we are planning a “WOW” activity to support our Lutheran World Relief efforts. Listen and watch for more about this effort during the
Sunday church announcements and in the next News Letter.
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Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving
The Prayer List for St. Paul
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther writes: The Second Commandment: You
are not to misuse the name of your God. What is this? Answer: We are to fear and
love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s
name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call on, pray to,
praise, and give thanks to God. Following this command to call on God’s name in
every situation, we list here intercessions to be lifted up in the midst of our congregation’s worship.

Person for whom we intercede:
Ann Cloonan
Lee Paulson
Tom Ross
Michael Frownfelter
Chris Lotspeich
Sue Brown-Walters
Jeffrey Carder
Chris Bolyard
Robert Meyer
Miranda Maxwell
Cheryl Olson
James Hartley
Sarah Powell
Eva Thomas
Maggie McEwuen
Larry Kidd
Jill and Thomas Hildreth
Judy Trotter
Sherry Fox
Ethan Stiles
Julia Brecht

For what we are praying:
Autoimmune disease
Leukemia
Recurrence of cancer
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Illness
Cancer
Cancer
Illness
Lung cancer
Back surgery/disability
Heart defect/possible surgery
Recovery from surgery; grief
Safe travels; mission work
Recovery from surgery
Recovery from surgery
Recovery from surgery
Recovery from surgery

Frederick Schaupp
Anne Hartley
Renee Kisner
Marilyn Pemberton

Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends
Comfort in grief to family and friends

Justin Kirkpatrick
Brian Fox
Paul Menihan

Stationed in AZ
Deployed overseas

Wilma Chisler
Jim Tucker
Jim & Liz Martin
Alta Mundell
Victoria Sickles
Thelma Uteg

Parkinsons
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S_rving in @ugust

SERVING
ST. PAUL

LAY

LECTOR

ACOLYTES

USHERS

NURSERY

COUNTERS

A. Metzger

Kyle Smith

K. & G. Kullman

Kristin Smith

K. Powell

A. Peters

N. Atwell

Metzger

S. Gnegy

ASSISTANT

August 2016

7th
S. Woodruff

J. Kliner

10:00 AM

14th
D. Borrelli

T. Potter

L. Bonsall

L. Springer

R. Shockley

B. Graham

S. & A. Peters

F. & T. Potter

B. Stiles

10:00 AM

21st
M. Sampson

E. Melby

Ohlinger

S. Woodruff
L. Bonsall

10:00 AM

28th
M. Haas

B. Stiles

R. Sampson
L. Bonsall

C. & E. Melby

Gillen

S. Kirkpatrick
C. Toffle

10:00 AM

Deadline for September newsletter is August 22nd!!!
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Calendar
We’re trying something new with the calendar this month. Use of the
church by outside (non-St. Paul) groups is listed in small, gray print.
Please let Tamara know whether this is helpful, or just confusing.
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