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Financial Plan 

 

At this time we do not have concrete            

numbers, but we are estimating that the   

total project cost may be close to 

$500,000.  At this point $54,000 has been 

contributed through gifts from members 

and friends of our church family.  We 

have already begun to research institu-

tions that will provide us with loans to help 

finance the project.  These are some of 

the ways that we will be helping to meet 

this financial goal: 

 Accessibility and Structural Grants 

 Estate Planning and Donations 

 Fundraising 

How can you help support this project and 

see it through to fruition?  There are three 

ways that you can help support our capi-

tal campaign.   

 While we are still accepting campaign 

fund donations, in the spring we will 

be asking members and friends to                  

prayerfully consider how they may 

make a financial commitment over 

and above regular   giving for the next            

several years. 

 Volunteer to serve or assist as a part 

of our R.E.A.C.H. Team. 

 Most importantly, pray.  Pray for our 

church and its ministries. Pray for 

those who are affected by these min-

istries.  And also pray for guidance as 

we seek an answer on how together 

we can meet the challenges ahead. 

R.E.A.C.H.    
Renew,    
Enhance,                    
Access our 
Church  
Home 
 
Capital Campaign  

Accessibility Improvements 

Sanctuary Repair 



To the Members and Friends of the Pearl River United Methodist Church: 
 
Our church’s sesquicentennial celebration in 2015 has given us all a chance to reflect on the importance that 130 
Franklin Avenue in Pearl River plays in our lives.  Perhaps your children go or went to Sunday School there…..or a 
family member was baptized or married or even memorialized within its walls…..or your spiritual needs were nourished 
on Sunday mornings……or perhaps you were part of a group that meets in the building. 
 
Whatever the reason or reasons that this building is a part of your life, they all share one thing in common.  The Pearl 
River United Methodist Church has provided a venue to both reach into the building to practice your beliefs with your 
fellow members and reach out (or outreach) from the building to improve our community and our world.  Let’s face 
it….reaching is such an important part of what we believe that you will find it in our mission statement! 
  
We are indeed fortunate that those who came before us had the foresight to create and develop the facilities that we 
now take for granted, and we have been good stewards of the building by continuing to make improvements, including: 
 

Air Conditioning in the Sanctuary 

New flooring in many rooms 

New Sign 

New Doors at the John St. entrance 
 
We are now at a point that we need to address two major issues with our beloved church.  First, the building must be 
made more accessible, by providing an improved entrance area off the main driveway.  Second, the stability of the 
sanctuary must be addressed by reinforcing the structural members. 
 
So how will we do this?   We will conduct a capital campaign called REACH, which is an acronym for Restore, Enhance 
and Access our Church Home.  
 
While the REACH capital campaign is new, we have already been working on parts of it for the past couple years, by 
completing the projects mentioned above.  We will now “REACH” for the two larger projects that will help us as the 
current stewards of this building to provide a safe and accessible space for the coming generations, to help us better 
REACH out to those groups and individuals who currently cannot access or have difficulty accessing our facilities.   
 
Why “REACH”?  Reaching implies a need to stretch out a little further and provide more effort than normal to get to 
the target that you are reaching for.  Through a combination of fundraising, grants, loans and a multi-year capital 
campaign, we will REACH our goal of providing a restored, enhanced and accessible church home for the future gen-
erations to continue God’s work in this community.  After all, the building is only a building….it’s what we do within and 
outside of its walls that makes a difference in our community and our world! 
 
We will continue to “REACH” out to you in the months to come as we move forward in the planning and implementing 
of this project, but I encourage you to also feel free to “REACH” out to the Church Council and the Trustees to learn 
more about this ambitious and worthwhile initiative. 
 

With God’s Blessing, 
Richard L. Rose, Jr. 
Church Council Chair 

 
Our Beginnings 
 
 The Pearl River UMC was organized as a 
church June 26, 1865.  At that time, worship 
services were conducted in private homes.  In 
1868, we                purchased the local Baptist 
church as a space to gather and  worship.  It 
was 1894 that the present site was donated to 
us by Mr. and Mrs. George Braunsdorf, and a 
building was erected.   
 
 In 1901, we had grown enough so that we 
were appointed our first resident Pastor, Rev. 
Ora Shoop, and we built the Parsonage next to 
the church building.  In 1922, an addition was 
built onto the church to accommodate our 
growing membership and again in 1957, the 
Education Building was added to provide 
more space for the expanding congregation. 
 
 This year we celebrated our 150th Anniversary 
of ministry and mission in the Pearl River                    
community.  We have been blessed to have a           
facility that allows us to reach so many both in 
our church fellowship and in our local com-
munity.  Over the years there have been times 
when our church has needed to adjust this 
facility to meet its changing needs.  Our facility 
is currently at one of those points.   Our goal 
is to Renew the current structure of our sanc-
tuary, Enhancing our building through capital 
improvements to flooring and our walkways 
and make our facility Accessible to all, so that 
our Church Home might continue to be a 
beacon of God’s love for future generations. 
 

R.E.A.C.H. Team 
Amy Andrews                 Bob Anschick 
Chris Connor              Helen D’Agostino 
Bill Gesner                    Maria Halzack 
John Murphy                         Rich Rose 
Pastor Cyndi Stouffer          Steve Stouffer 


