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  We are a Community: 

  Rooted in Grace 

         Growing in Faith 

        Reaching Out with God’s Love 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

What an honor and a privilege it is to serve as your pastor during this momentous 150th 

year of ministry and mission in Pearl River.  When the first gathering of Methodists came                      

together in 1865 on the corner of Gilbert Avenue and Middletown Road our world and our 

community looked very different than it does today.  Although much has changed, the faith 

of our leaders and the devotion of our community to be the hands and feet of Christ still             

remain at the core of who we are.  As we celebrate this anniversary we are given the               

opportunity to look back and be grateful for all the many saints of our church that have           

given their time, talents and witness over the years.  We give thanks for the many voices 

that have shaped the lives of our members and continue to speak through the members of 

our faith community today.  For the ministries of music, education, youth and children, 

UMW (United Methodist Women), and the many missions that our members continue to 

engage in both locally and globally, we give thanks.   

As we move forward into the next 150 years, we do so with a “cloud of witnesses” that have 

inspired and encouraged us in our journeys of faith.  We trust that God will continue to 

lead us to new places, new ministries and new ways of being God’s presence here in Pearl 

River and beyond, to our world.   

I personally give thanks for the many pastors that have nurtured and challenged this                 

community of faith to be a beacon of God’s light and love.   May the light of Christ continue 

to shine through the lives of this community as we move together as people of faith. 

 

In God’s amazing love,  

 

Pastor Cyndi Stouffer 



 
Palisades District 

 
Rev. Wayne Plumstead, District Superintendent 

Sam Noah, District Lay Leader  Marie Sullivan, Administrative Assistant 
 

 
 
June 7, 2015 
 
Dear Members of Friends of Pearl River United Methodist Church, 
 
Blessings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
I am so pleased to send my congratulations and best wishes on your 150th anniversary. That is quite a                   
milestone! 
 
Anniversaries allow us to look back upon our years of service with justifiable pride.  But, of course, without 
a commitment to claim God’s future, anniversaries are only a wistful glance back in time.  That is why the 
thing I celebrate most about Pearl River UMC is its forward-thinking ministry and its desire to faithfully 
serve the present age as its forbearers so faithful served theirs.  My hope for you is that you will use this           
anniversary celebration to claim that bold new future for yourselves and for your church, remembering that 
the church exists not for its own benefit but to serve others and point them to the God we are so fortunate to 
know in Jesus Christ. 
 
Pearl River UMC has been truly faithful to that mission across these many years as it has dedicated itself to   
loving its neighbors and drawing them into an ever deepening relationship with our Lord.  Today, through its 
faithful ministries it is demonstrating a servant’s heart as it reaches out to help those less fortunate in many   
diverse ways.  It has been their voice and hope for a better tomorrow.   
 
Your worshiping community has each week for 7,800 Sundays preached good news to the poor, proclaimed 
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, and set at liberty those who are oppressed.  
 
So once again, accept my heartfelt congratulations not only for what has been but for what will yet be over 
the next 150 years as you continue making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of that important 
corner of God’s world called Pearl River. 
 
Grateful to be serving with you! 

Wayne J. Plumstead 
Rev. Wayne Jack Plumstead 
District Superintendent, Palisades 
The United Methodist Church of Greater New Jersey 

 
 
 
 
 
 

100 Dayton Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450 
Office: 201.670.1400 | Fax: 210.670.1402 | Email: palisades@gnjumc.org  

www.gnjumc.org 

mailto:gatewaysouth@gnjumc.org%0d


 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

History incorporates the actions of many.  Likewise the actions and contributions of many have been incorporated into 
this account of our first 150 years. We are grateful to the following for their support of this 150th. Anniversary Book : 

 

Bishop - John R. Schol 

District Superintendent - Rev. Wayne Plumstead 

Rev. Cynthia Stouffer, and the entire Church Council for their support. 

Richard Rose and Johnny Murphy for organizing sponsorships 

United Methodist Women 

PRUMC Outreach Committee 

PRUMC Youth Group, and especially Rebecca Chew-Zorn 
 

The entire congregation for sharing with me their recollections and visions,  and for all of their moral and                                    
financial support, and particularly a word of thanks to Camille Cascia, our church secretary,                                                                 

for her gracious assistance in putting this publication together. 
 

Finally, I must acknowledge a word of sincere thanks to all those individuals, church groups,                                                            
and various community businesses who generously gave financially to cover costs of producing this book.                                  

Their names appear in the sponsor’s ads at the end of this book. 
 

Picture Collection: 

Collections from former PRUMC Historians, George Ahrens and Jean Patterson 

Helen D’Agositino, Rena Gesner, Peter and Gerri Slagan, Rebecca Chew-Zorn, Marilee Guarnieri,                                                      
for her contributions to the Fifty Year Members list 

 

Shared Stories / Research: 

  Mel and Gloria Matern 

  Charlotte Swift 

  Kay Pawlicki 

   Helene and Dusty Rhodes 

  Tommie Ahrens 

Herb Johns 

Selma Jones 

Arthur and Helen Blauvelt 

Rena Gesner - Outreach 

Helen D’Agostino - UMW 
 

Interviewers:  Judy DiToma, Beth Kane, Sara Pafford, Rev. Cynthia Stouffer, David Slagan 
 

James Cassetta, Pearl River Public Library 
 for his inspiration, guidance and knowledge of local history 

 
 

A BIG Thank You to David  Slagan for all his time and hard work                                                                                                                               
in  preparing and compiling our 150th Journal.  



 
History of The Pearl River  

United Methodist Church in Poetry 
David M. Slagan 

 
In ‘65, June Twenty-sixth we formed; 

Levi, Frances, James, Eliza; 
Jabez, Sally, Euphemia were we. 

We met at Levi Leach’s barn 
To form the Middletown M.E. Society. 

 
We laid our plans for future years 

And met in barns and homes; 
The Baptist Church we hoped to seek 

We rented out each Sunday morn, 
For just a buck each week. 

 
At three we sought a different church, 

“Old Baptist,” right upon the bend 
On Middletown’s old Burial Ground. 

Four hundred bucks the church was ours; 
A church home finally found. 

 
By ten we’d grown to almost forty 

Members strong in spirit; 
We left Spring Valley for to stand alone 
And joined up with our Hillsdale friends; 

A flowering peace had grown. 
 

Then came the Nineties, “Old Baptist” on the fritz, 
For fifty dollars it was sold. 

The Braunsdorfs gave us land to build 
A newer, stronger church to own. 

A monument to us our God had willed. 
 

As century nineteen drew to a close 
Prosperity was found inside our doors. 
Pearl River came to be a single charge 
Ora Shoop our pastor was in charge. 
The church was growing faster now 

Our membership had grown quite large. 
 

We’d grown so much in size and space, 
A parsonage we needed next. 

By nineteen-one it was complete; 
And joined as one with Montvale’s Charge- 

‘Til 1912 we both did meet. 
 

We celebrated fifty years in style 
With a picnic at Fort Comfort; 

To Piermont we did go. 
Two hundred of us gathered there, 

Nine teams of horses took us to and fro. 
 

The Roaring Twenties saw us grow again, 
Our Sunday School enlarged. 

New heating, organ, larger sanctuary; 
New classrooms for the kids. 
Our outlook was so merry. 

 
 

 
 

Our students from the Epworth League 
Tirelessly did build a dugout room. 
As World War Two was at our door 

When Blackouts came in here we met 
Throughout that fateful war. 

 
In 1940 we turned seventy-five, 

And celebrated once again. 
We held dinners, services, and we prayed. 

One hundred ninety five came out 
On such a festive day. 

 
We started growing faster 

When the Baby Boom began. 
Our services were multiplied by two. 

Four hundred members filled our pews, 
Two hundred thirty in church school. 

 
A decade later growing still were we, 

Three hundred at each service every morn; 
So many kids grades k right through eleven. 

We built a new church school 
And dedicated it in Fifty Seven. 

 
Our choirs they were growing too; 

In ranks of old and young; 
We purchased bells and started ringing 

Playing tunes to God’s content; 
Our church was filled with singing. 

 
By our hundredth year our membership had peaked; 

Four fifty in the church school ranks; 
Eight hundred names upon our rolls. 

We called ourselves United Methodists, 
Exceeding all our goals. 

 
The eighties found us renovate again 
Our sanctuary, altar, and our pews- 

We took out all the organ pipes 
And changed so many lights 

To make our sanctuary shine like new. 
 

Today we celebrate our heritage 
And look back on our past. 
Our children are our future 

Of a heritage we hope will last. 
 

Now we near a milestone 
Of year One Hundred Fifty, 

I’d like to hear from you today, 
what makes this church so nifty! 

 
 

Written by David M. Slagan - June 6, 2002 



 
 

PEARL RIVER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - A CHRONOLOGY 
 

 
1865, June 26 - The First Methodist Episcopal Society of Middletown, Rockland County 
was organized.  The Presiding Elder, Nicholas Van Zandt, in the chair.  The original 
members were:  L.A. Leach, his wife, Frances, James Titus, Jabez Wood, Sally Wood, 
and Euphemia Gibson.  ‘ 
 
August 15 - At a meeting of the male members of the First Methodist Episcopal Society 
of Middletown, Rockland County, NY, held at the home of L.A. Leach pursuant to notice 
duly and timely given for the purpose of electing trustees of the society, the Rev. Merritt 
C. Reed, pastor in charge, was elected Chairman and L.A. Leach, Secretary. 
 
1865, August 28 (August 21, 1866 per legal document) - The Methodist Episcopal 
Society of Middletown, Rockland County, NY was incorporated.  For a time, meetings 
were held in private residences. After some time arrangements were made to rent space 
from the Independent Baptist Church which stood at the Northeast Corner of Gilbert 
Avenue and South Middletown Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Independent Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1867 - On account of some trouble in renewing the lease of the old Baptist Church, the 
services in that building were discontinued for a time and were held in Mr. Leach’s barn 
from the first of June until the middle of November.  Later in 1867 the old Baptist Church 
was again rented for $1.00 per year. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
1868 - The old Baptist Church was bought for $400.The roof was repaired in accordance 
with the resolution of the Trustees, and they believe that the water from the roof is 
effectively stopped out. The cost of the job was seven cents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Old Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Old Baptist Church was built around 1817.  It stood at the bend of old Middletown 
Road east of the Small Cemetery. 
 
Sometime around 1867-1870 or so Charge connected with Spring Valley.  It is unclear 
from the minutes when our association with Spring Valley began. 
 
1870, Apr. 21.  Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed for the purpose of 
letting slips in the Church, for the current rates that they rented last year. (Slips in those 
days were equivalent to pews and sittings in these days).  In case where there may be 
more than one applicant for the same slip, in which case the said slip or slips shall be let 
to the person or persons who shall offer and pay the highest premium therefore, and the 
annual rent of the said slips shall be paid to the Treasurer, quarterly, in advance on the 
first days of January, April, July, and October.  The receipts from the rental of the slips 
were the largest part of the revenues. 
 
1873 - The Organist, Miss Everett. Paid a salary of $50 per year.  The Choir consisted 
of four women. 
 
1877 The official members of Spring Valley wished to be separated from Middletown 
and stand alone as a charge;  and to have their pastoral relations severed from the 
present preacher in charge on account as they allege his family is too large.   
 
1877, March 26 - The Spring Valley Charge was Separated from Middletown in order for 
Spring Valley to stand alone. 



 
 
 
 
1878, May 31 - The Official Board of Hillsdale asked that their pastor preach at 
Middletown on the second Sunday of each month.  We then formed an association with 
Hillsdale.  The records report that at about the time of the present church’s construction 
in 1894, the Rev. Isaac Thomas, Hillsdale pastor, preached in the Pearl River Methodist 
Church on Sunday afternoons. 
 
1893 - The name of our church was changed to Pearl River Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 
 
1894 -  The Old Baptist Church was sold for $50.  In this year Rev. Theodore Haggerty 
was made resident pastor. 
 
The property where our present church and parsonage now stand was given to the First 
Methodist Episcopal Society of Middletown by Mr. And Mrs. George Braunsdorf. 
 
In a subsequent meeting a motion was made that we build a church not to exceed 
$1500.  On a motion a building committee was appointed consisting of Rev. Theodore 
Haggerty, Bro. P. S. Tygert, and Bro. D. B. Everett.  While the construction of the 
church was under consideration the matter of windows was discussed.  It was thought 
that those with plain glass would do, as a matter of economy, but the pastor, Rev. T.S. 
Haggerty, was in favor of stained glass.  He set about raising the necessary funds for 
them and succeeded in doing so. Those windows with their brilliant and blending colors, 
have been and are the admiration of the passing public, and a comfort to those visiting 
the sanctuary.  They stand as a memorial to the successful effort of the minister and 
generosity of the people. 
 
1894, June 5 -  P.S. Tygert offered to donate the foundation. The Trustees who were 
elected and put in charge were H.C. Sloat, D.B. Everett, T.Rhodes, and T.C. Dexter.  
The church was completed in due time by day’s work.  There is no record of any 
dedicatory services. 
 
The floor space was divided into two parts or rooms: The larger one was used for 
preaching service and The Adult Sunday School. The smaller one was used by the 
Primary Department and the Senior and Junior Epworth League. The audience room 
was lighted by kerosene lamps placed in a chandelier, hung from the center of the 
ceiling, connected by a pulley and regulated by a hook on the end of a pole. 
 
There was a large stove in the rear room into which huge blocks of wood were thrown to 
make the room comfortable. The aroma of burning oak and the commotion of 
replenishing the fire would sometimes arouse the sensibilities of the drowsy pew holder. 
 
There was one musical instrument, a reed organ which stood at the side of the pulpit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1895, October 19 -    The Secretary posted a notice offering a reward of $25.00 that 
would lead to the conviction of the person or persons who mutilated and robbed the 
cornerstone of the church. 
 
1898 (Fall) - Laides’ Aid Society is formed.   A well known member of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society was Mrs. Samuel Cooper.  A window in the choir loft is dedicated to her tireless 
work with the society.   
 
1899, June 17- The Official Board asked the presiding elder to set aside Pearl River 
Church as a charge by itself with the first Pastor under the new arrangement being 
Rev.Ora Shoop. 
 
1900, November 27 - It was discussed, moved, and carried that we build a parsonage.   



 
 
 
A Building Committee was selected, consisting of Talbot C. Dexter as Chair, S.B.  
Ryder, and Rev. Ora Shoop.  Over this early period the plans for the new parsonage 
were drawn up and discussed.  William Springsteen was the builder of the parsonage.  
He also built the house across Franklin Avenue, now a doctor’s office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1901, January 26 - The trustees elected included Talbot C. Dexter, president, Dr. R.R. 
Felter, S.B. Ryder, V.B. Marsh, secretary, and Rev. Ora Shoop, pastor.  A loan of 
$1500 was secured and given to Captain D.B. Everett.  A motion was then made for 
the Secretary to take out an insurance policy of $1500 on the parsonage.  The total 
cost of the parsonage, including well and grading was $1787.94.   At the time, the debt 
of the trustees over and above the mortgage was $254.78.  Funds on hand were 
$16.75.  The total collected by the trustees was $6.00 so the total funds on hand were 
$22.75. 
 
1901. May 7 -  (Which is the earliest date I have found in the minutes of the Quarterly 
Conference, First Quarter Conference meeting) Our Church Charge was associated 
with Upper Montvale.  
 



 
A typical Sunday around 1901 consisted of the following:  Preaching by Pastor Ora 
Shoop at 10:30 AM (Still our fall-spring worship start time today).  Immediately 
following the service was a Sunday School session.  In the afternoon there was a 
meeting of the Junior Epworth League, a group very similar to our youth group of 
today, though in these days the group consisted of both younger children, and older 
youth.  Edward Johnson was the leader.  A photo of the Junior Epworth League of 
1907-08 is shown here.  In the evening the adult Epworth League met - A small-group 
session of adult members of the church who would get together to discuss the religious 
principles and philosophies of the day.  This would be followed by an evening 
preaching service.     
 
A passage in our church meeting minutes describes the day’s festivities  as... “a busy 
day for young and old, but who will say that the activities of the day did not strengthen 
religious feeling and help to establish those principles around which a successful and 
honorable life might be built.” 
 
1902, May 21- John K. Knox was elected to the Trustees and was appointed to collect 
the balance due on the church debt.  It was moved and carried that a water-closet with 
tank, pump, and flushing box (Called a wash out closet) be put into the parsonage.  
Trustees Dexter and Knox were in charge of securing its purchase. 
 
1902 Summer- Lightning struck the church, causing considerable damage to the 
steeple. 
 
January 8, 1906, After the usual routine, the church debt was discussed.  A joint offer 
of Mr. Knox and Mr. Dexter to pay $1000 in consideration that the balance be about 
$750 be raised during the next six months.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Church Sanctuary, January, 1907 



 
 
 
1906, September 23 - the Pastor, Rev. JW Dalley, reported payment, in full, of the 
mortgage debt of about $1800, five years after the building of the parsonage. 
 
The Upper Montvale Church, presently a residence, is located behind the Lukoil gas 
station at the SE corner of Summit Street and Spring Valley Road. 
 
Around 1906-7 - It is stated that in the early years of the Twentieth Century, the 
membership held steady at around 100 members, with amounts in the Sunday School 
varying from 90 to 130, according to reports made to the Newark Annual Conference. 
 
1908 - Electric lighting is installed in the church, less than 20 years after electric lights 
installed in the White House. 
 
1912, May 12 - Church Charge separated from the Montvale appointment, and for the 
first time in its history, Pearl River is to stand alone.” 
 
Upon ending our association with Montvale, the Pearl River Methodist Episcopal Church 
was invited to join with the Lutheran Church to observe Thanksgiving services.  This 
popular interfaith service of Thanksgiving worship continues today.   
 
1913, October 12 -Union Services with the Lutheran Church were held in the Odd 
Fellows Hall. The attendance was large and services in every way were successful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
1915 - The fiftieth year of our Church, was celebrated with a grand church picnic at Fort 
Comfort in Piermont, NY. It was reported that: “Two hundred gathered there with nine 
teams of horses taking participants to an fro.”  It is however, quite interesting that the 
Pastor’s reports from 1915 do not make any mention of any special events for this year. 
 
1916, January 21 - The earliest mention of modifications and enlargements needing to 
be made to the church building can be found in the Rev. Gardner Howland’s Pastor’s 
Report of the Fourth Quarterly Conference: 
 
“Perhaps the most important problem that we are facing just now is the alteration and enlargement of our 
church building.  This matter has been under consideration for several years and it seems as if the time 
had come to undertake it .  More room and better accommodations are needed by the Sunday School, 
the ladies need equipment that cannot be provided in the present building while the work with the boys 
and the children could be developed if a place of meeting better adapted to the work were available.  
There seems to be a very general spirit of interest and agreement and we are expecting that something 
practical will be done in the near future.  A committee, appointed by the Official Board, are working on 
plans and will soon be able to report.” 
 
1918 - The first plans for addition and enlargement of the Church building were laid out.  
These plans were later discarded and new plans were not approved until 1922.   
 
1922, April 7 - New plans for the sanctuary were adopted.  In this year, it was reported 
by the District Superintendent that “Pearl River on one evening subscribed $12,000 
toward enlarging their church plant (through a fund raising dinner).”  The Building 
Committee was urged to make speed in completing the alterations and these were 
completed by the Summer of 1922.  The scope and cost of the alterations were as 
follows: 
 
 Church Building, including new Church School rooms     -       $5,785 
 Heating System              $1,900 
 Walls and Grading          $1,500 
 Installation of new pipe organ                      $4,000 
 
As part of the 1922 renovation, the church pews were significantly altered.  The center 
aisle was taken out and two smaller side aisles  were constructed. 
 
There is no record of a dedicatory service, but an inaugural recital of the new organ was 
held on March 5, 1923.  Charles Gulick was the organist. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The total value of the Church by 1923 had risen to $25,500.   The Pastors salary had 
increased from $500 in 1899 to $2,100.  Membership in our church had risen from about 
100 in 1900 to 174 in 1923 with 200 enrolled in Sunday School. 
 
1925 - The Missionary Society was founded through the efforts of Mrs. Sawyer.  It has 
worked vigorously, raising on the average of $200 per year, which amount was used for 
the work in the foreign and home mission field.   
 
During the depression years, the pastor’s salary was cut from $3,000 to $2,000. 
 
1939, October - The first Newsletter, “Pearl Methodist Tidings” was published.  It was a 
modest, three page newsletter discussing the activities and events of the church. 
“Tidings” evolved into our present day “Circuit Rider.” 
 
1939 - The Pearl River Methodist Episcopal Church became known as the the Pearl 
River Methodist Church. 



 
 
 
 
 
The Epworth League requested permission to create a dugout room under the 
sanctuary for its own meeting place and recreational purposes.  It was dedicated on 
May 8, 1942 and during WWII became a Blackout Room.  
 
1940 - The Seventy-fifth Birthday of the Church was celebrated with a service and many 
festivities.  A dinner, costing 75 cents per person was held, and attended by 195 people.  
After the dinner, a magician entertained the crowd, and a prayer meeting followed by 
Dr. Felter reading the church history.  Francis J. McConnell, DD, LLD, was the Bishop, 
Rev. Karl Quimby, DD was District Superintendent.  Assistant Pastor was Harry N. 
Taylor, PhD. 
 
1940, September 26 - At a Meeting held in the Methodist Church, The Ladies’ Aid 
Society of many years standing and noted for its religious and social activity ceased to 
exist as such and was replaced by the Woman’s Society of Christian Service.  Also at 
this time the Missionary Society also merged with the Woman’s Society of Christian 
Services. 
 
1944 - A Victory Dinner and commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the completion 
of our church building was held at our Church.  Many guests attended, Including Rev. 
W.E. Sawyer, Mrs. W.E. Sawyer, Mrs. Gardner Howland, Rev. A.N. Smith, Mrs. G. 
Storey, Rev. Albert Allinger, DR. H.N. Smith, Mrs. HN Smith, Mrs. Reese, Mr. David 
Storey, and Miss D. Howland,   Cost Was 75 cents.  Singing was by the Methodist 
Church Male Quartette, and included speeches by Mrs. E. Maxwell, of the WSCS, Dr. 
R. Felter of the Trustees, and Mrs. Walter Akhurst, or the Church School. 
 
A series of Church Night Programs were held at the church.  The classes entitled “Local 
Interest” were given by members of the community and discovering how the 
congregation could become involved with them.  They involved the local Police 
Department, Local Government, giving blood, State Hospital, and Community Health.  
There were also Bible studies.  These classes held on Wednesday evenings were well 
attended. 
 
1945 - The sanctuary was completely redecorated.  Fuel Oil was rationed and services 
were held on Monday and Wednesday.  67 attended the service. 
 
1948 - The Sanctuary was again renovated, and the center aisle was created, thus 
making the sanctuary appear much like it does today. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1950, April 23 - The Burning of the Mortgage Service at our church. All indebtedness 
was paid off with a special burning of the mortgage.  Shown left-to-right: Mrs. Olga 
Papeman, Dist. Sup. Rev. John R. McLaughlin, Rev. Joseph A. Keiper, G.B. Johnson, 
Walter Akhurst, Jr.  
 
1956 - Tom Thumb weddings, which had started many years prior, reached their peak 
this year with two services, one in Sunday School and one in worship.   
 
1956-57  - The church school was growing at a rapid rate, the church school enrollment 
had reached 230 by this time.  Meetings were being held regarding the need for 
additional space for the program of the Church and the Church School.  The 
congregation, after subscribing $107,000 made arrangements for the erection of an 
educational building at the cost of $131,631.   
 
1957, September - The Education Building was completed, and included classrooms, 
nursery, pastors study, rehearsal rooms, and a large fellowship hall with stage. 
 
 
1960 - Mother Daughter Banquet attended by 350 served by 30 waiters. These very 
popular dinners have continued until very recently. 
 
1962, March 15 -  The Bells were purchased by Rev. and Eleanor Callander. 
 
1965, June 27.  One Hundred Years, and one day after the founding of our church a 
One Hundredth Anniversary Service was held.  The Woman’s Society prepared a large 
dinner, and the Rev. Forest M. Fuess was guest preacher on Anniversary Sunday. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1968 - Our Church was renamed the Pearl River United Methodist Church.  The 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service also changed its name again, becoming known 
as the United Methodist Women. 
 
1971 - Sanctuary rededicated, included Re-opening of stained glass windows, and 
installation of Wall to Wall carpeting. 
 
1970’s Youth group, known as the Methodist Youth Fellowship, or MYF, attend Camp 
Aldersgate, in Northwestern New New Jersey, a Summer camp which combines 
spiritual activity with outdoor and social recreation. Over 20 youth are attending. 
I, David Slagan, personally recall the wonderful times spent at Camp Aldersgate with 
my own youth group colleagues.    
 
1980 - The pipe organ in the choir loft was replaced with an Electronic organ and 
wooden screen in the choir loft.    The dedication attended by Bishop C. Dale White.  
(See article on our Choir Room wall). 
 
1983 The UMW held a special craft fair and auctioned off several homemade quilts.  
The fair has always been one of the highlights in our church for the United Methodist 
Women. 
 
1984 - With Dotty Clark conducting, A bell concert was held at the Nanuet Mall. 



 
 
 
1985 - 120th Anniversary Service.  The rest of the sanctuary was remodeled this year. 
Dedication ceremony attended by Bishop Irons. 
 
1989 - Congregation Members visited New York City churches, and a performance by 
the Jazz Vespers.   
 
1990; 125th Anniversary Service - March 31, 1990, 10 AM to 3 PM.  We eat, entertain, 
hold garage sales, and bake sales,  Bishop Taylor invited to attend.  
 
1990 is also the inaugural year of the PRUMC Train Show, hosted by the Bergen 
County Model railroad Collectors Club.  This event has become a huge sensation in the 
community, inviting thousands of guests annually, with more and more train setups 
being added yearly. 
 
1992 - Parsonage Renovation.  Ground broken in April for an addition was placed onto 
the back of the Parsonage.  Trustees were Tom Lanks, president, Robert Tompkins, 
Vice President, Priscilla Lowery, Secretary, Helen D’Agostino, Treasurer.  Other 
members, Hoagi Koster, Don McCoy, Charlotte Oliver, Jeff Frederick, and Peter Slagan. 
 
$8,525 was received for Parsonage Building Fund. 
 
1992 - Dick and Lenore Rommer’s 50th. Anniversary was celebrated with a special 
coffee hour and Luncheon 
 
1993 - One of the dinner highlights of the year was an International Dinner, with 
members bringing food, music, and displays, representing their own nationalities. We 
saw the ethnic diversity of our church and the many different backgrounds we came 
from. 
 
1994 - Dotty Clark, longtime leader of our bell Choir is given a wonderful farewell dinner, 
with gifts by the Sunday School, and choirs. 
 
A big year for the bell choir with concerts during this time at Kings College Briarcliff 
Manor, NY, and the Bear Mountain Inn at Christmastime. 
 
We also marked the 100th. Anniversary of our present Church building with a special 
birthday cake. 
 
1997- Gift Sunday - Our spiritual gifts were on display in the sanctuary, as members 
brought their crafts, drawings, photographs, music, etc. And talked about how God has 
worked these talents into their lives. A talent show was also a highlight of the  weekend. 
 
1997, April 15th. - Bishop Alfred E. Johnson visits our Church with attendees  Rev. 
Motta, Bob Tompkins, Gwen Kendall, Joanne Griffith, Helen D’Agostino, and many of 
our school children.  Tucker Motta got to ring the bell. 



 
 
 
 
 
1997, April 27, Betty Maxwell’s 90th Birthday was celebrated with family and friends. 
 
1997, Oct. 11 - Tom and Priscilla Lanks host a Crab Cake Dinner in Fellowship Hall.   
 
1998 - Several members of our church participate in RISE, in upstate New York as an 
annual outreach event to a community in need.  Workers spent a week fixing houses, 
helping the elderly, and at night attending prayer and praise services. 
 
1999 - Memorial Day - A special Coffee Hour Program for Mel and Gloria Matern were 
held in Fellowship Hall.  It was 50 years ago Mel was in service in WWII in France.  Mel 
shared his memories of those days, and especially of how he kept a bulletin tucked in 
his helmet that was sent to him by his mother.  Mel would always read the prayers. 
 
2000, June - The newly refurbished Council Wall was dedicated on Heritage Sunday.  
The north wall in the Choir Room was painted, and many of the earliest historical photos 
of the Church and Sanctuary were hung on the wall.  Paintings of Rev. Kowar, painted 
by member Gwyn Guerriero, and a painting or Rev. Callender, and a logo of the United 
Methodist Church inviting “People to Christ and Christ to People” were unveiled. 
 
2001, Sept. 11.  Following the attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and 
the hijacking in Pennsylvania, an interfaith prayer vigil was held in the Central Avenue 
Field.  Rev. Frank Kowar led the prayer, attended by the community, fire department, 
and many anxious family members waiting the status of their loved ones.  It was a 
galvanizing moment for the Community when everyone of all faiths came together and 
worshipped. 
 
The following Sunday a large paper scroll was wrapped around the sanctuary and our 
members were invited to write the names of those missing in 9/11 on the paper.  I can 
recall writing the names of our three Port Authority Executives on the paper, and we all 
prayed for them.  A few days later the Lord worked wonders in my life, and those of my 
business colleagues.  Later that week I received a phone call from one of the executive, 
Anthony Spera, who stated that all three of the men were fine and had been able to 
escape the tragedy. 
 
2002 - June 16th. The 25th. Anniversary of Frank Kowar’s Ministry is Celebrated with 
his family and distinguished guests and friends. 
 
2002 - September 23,  The congregation enjoyed “Pounding the Pastor” as we tried to 
make our money outweigh Rev. Kowar, though he tried to load up on his favorite snack 
of Dunkin Donuts! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
2010 -  Our current pastor, Cynthia Stouffer, becomes the first female pastor at Pearl 
River United Methodist Church.  During the early years, “Pastor Cyndi” as she is 
affectionately known, splits her time between Pearl River and Suffern United Methodist 
Churches. 
 
2012, November - In the wake of the devastation caused by Superstorm Sandy, a group 
of congregation members, along with some of our youth take part in the “Big Day of 
Sharing” to help out residents whose homes were severely damaged by the storm.   
 
2013, May 31 - our Pastor Cyndi is ordained as an elder.  In the years Rev. Stouffer has 
been with us as pastor, there has been a sharp increase in membership, especially with 
families with young children, youth, and even more ethnic diversity.  
 
2014 - Rev. Stouffer visits the Holy Land, and returns with a fresh new way of seeing 
the life of our Lord, and of seeing our own spirituality.  
 
2014 - The outreach ministry of the Pearl River United Methodist Church is celebrated 
in many ways.  We truly are a church rooted in grace, growing in faith, and reaching out 
with God’s Love, as our adopted motto says.  We host a CROP walk, hold food drives 
for St. Stephen’s Food Pantry,Walk For Many Causes, Pearl River Day, Tree of Life, 
Operation Christmas Child, Thanksgiving Baskets 
 
2015 - Many special events are being held to mark the 150th Anniversary of our church  
is being Celebrated on June 7. 
 
Note:  This is not intended to be an account of the entirety of the history of Pearl 
River United Methodist Church.  It is intended to be a recap and chronology of 
those events that have made our church special over the past 150 years, and to 
highlight the many ways we have celebrated God’s love through ministry and 
mission. 



*Have photographs of these pastors included in the Picture Collection.   
 
 
Our Church was known under the following names: 
 
1865-1892   The First Methodist Episcopal Society of Middletown, Rockland Co., NY 
1893-1939   Pearl River Methodist Episcopal Church 
1940-1968   Pearl River Methodist Church 
1968-           Pearl River United Methodist Church 
 
Our Women’s Circles were known as the following: 
 
1898 - Ladies Aid Society 
1946 Women’s Society of Christian Service 
1968  United Methodist Women 
 
  
DMS. 

 
 

 
LIST OF PASTORS 
 
1865 - Merritt C. Reed 
1866 - Joseph Warren Dally 
1868 - Andrew McIntire 
1869 - Walter Chamberlain 
1871 - Thomas H. Jacobus 
1873 - Elbert Clement 
1876 - Jacob P. Fort 
1877 - Elam M. Garton 
1878 - John H. Trimbrell 
1880 - Samuel Sargent 
1881 - Henry M. Simpson 
1882 - Louis F. Burgess 
1883 - Jacob A. Craig 
1885 - George F. Dickinson 
1888 - Joseph F. Andrew  
1892 - Theodore S. Haggerty 
1896 - Isaac Thomas 
1900 - Ora J. Shoop   
(First Pastor exclusively selected for Pearl River) 
1902 - Thomas S. Molyneux 
1904 - Joseph W. Dally 
 

 
 
 
1909 - W. Irving Dice 
1912 - Gardner Howland 
1923 - William E. Palmer 
1924 - Harold M. Herbert 
Sept. 1924 - William E. Sawyer 
1928 - Norman P. Champlin 
1933 - Frederick W. Poppy 
1937 - Archibald N. Smith 
1939 - George F. Storey* 
1941 - Albert Allinger* 
1944 - Lawrence A. Richards* 
1947 Nov. - Joseph A. Keiper* 
1953 - Edward D. Callender* 
1967 - Elmer W. Wilkins* 
1972 - Donald B Jones* 
1977 - Leopold Schneider* 
1991 - Bradford L. Motta* 
1997 - Frank W. Kowar* 
2007 - Wayne Ackerman* 
2009 - Gerald P. Koob* 
2010 - Cynthia Stouffer* 



 
 

TOMMIE AHRENS 
 
When Tommie Ahrens came to the Pearl River United Methodist Church (Then known 
as the Pearl River Methodist Church) , George was still a member of the Lutheran 
Church, but later he started coming with Tommie to services.  They both enjoyed the 
friendliness and hospitality of the congregation.  The church membership was very large 
with two services,  and two Sunday Schools.  There was no fellowship hall as of yet, so 
most of the activities took place in what is now the choir room.  Tommie remembers 
how this room would be packed during the Mother-Daughter banquets.   The library  
was the kitchen at the time and there was a small window between the rooms through 
which they would serve the dinners.   
 
Tommie was active in the  womens’ groups as well.  She recalls how the older women 
could be very tough on  the younger ones, who wanted to do it “Their way.”  Lillian Card 
was an early friend of Tommie’s 
 
All three of Tommie’s Children loved singing, and couldn’t wait to be old enough to be in 
the choir.   She recounts how Beverly Miller did not allow any talking while in choir and 
during rehearsals, so Beverly would teach them all to use sign language instead, which 
her children, especially CharLou found quite amusing.  In addition, Tommie was  
Choirmother when Rev. and Mrs. Callender were here.  This is when we purchased the 
handbells in 1961. 
 
Tommie also fondly remembers the Tom Thumb Weddings at our church.  She was in 
charge of organizing these events.  There were so many children that they had to have 
two parties.  Her son Ray was “Duke Snider” and daughter Debbie was a bridesmaid.  
Dexter Griffith photographed the children, and he was shocked that everyone could 
name all of the children in the Tom Thumb Weddings.  They had everyone, the children 
and parents all in the choir room, and somehow they managed. 
 
According to Tommie, one of the strong points of our church is how the congregation 
would pull together in trying times.   When Rev. Schneider had a heart attack, the board 
and lay people got together.  They did not know where to turn for help.  Divine guidance 
intervened when seven men, called the ‘shaky seven’ took over Rev. Schneider’s key 
responsibilities to keep the church running.  Among those who made up the shaky seven 
were Bob Tompkins, Harvey Wanamaker, Mark Griffith, Sr., and George Ahrens.  This 
group ran meetings, conducted services, paid bills, kept up the church, and performed 
many other duties to keep the church running. 



 
 

ARTHUR AND HELEN BLAUVELT 
 
 

Youth have always played an integral role as part of our church’s missions, but this month I ran 
across a story which I would like to share with you, as recalled by Arthur and Helen Blauvelt, of 
one of the greatest accomplishments of the youth group, then called the Epworth League.  To 
Mr. And Mrs. Blauvelt, this is what they were “most proud of” when recalling their memories of 
our church. 
 
Although we are no longer members of the Pearl River Church, we cannot help but think of the 
many enjoyments we had during our years of living in Pearl River and being active in the 
church.  The church was our life.  Next to that I believe I would say the Ambulance Corps. And 
drivers corps.  
    
One of the many things that come to mind was our work with the young people.  I think one of 
their biggest accomplishments was the building of the room under the Church building.  In 1938 
the young people thought they would like to have a room they could call their Epworth League 
(Now Methodist Youth Fellowship) room and hold all of their activities and meetings there.   
      
They asked the Official Board for permission but were denied.  The project was to excavate 
under the rear room in the church which had been previously the furnace room.  An old coal 
fired furnace with duck pipes running to the rear room and the sanctuary before the 1923 
remodeling.  In order to reach this room, one had to either enter from the outdoors or a trap 
door under the north west window.  At that time some people did not have too much faith in the 
ability of the young people and their being able to undertake such a large task.  Some even 
questioned how this would be used.  The young people were determined and persistent.  They 
finally started to raise money, and in 1940 permission was granted. 
 
Every Saturday about eight or ten of the young people met with pick, shovels, and wheelbarrows 
to dig out from under the church and dumped the dirt over the John Street Bank, load by load.  
After they finished for the day they would go to our home [of Arthur and Helen Blauvelt] where 
they were served a dinner.  This was a slow process and it was finally decided to hire some of the 
work don.  Bill and Arthur Kuhn, and their father William R, who helped a great deal, are to be 
given much of the credit.  The paneling and trim was all done by them.  Also I believe the wiring 
and heating.  We had a heating unit with fans in the corner. 
 
The room was officially dedicated on May 8, 1942.  During the war, this was the only room in the 
church which could be blacked out, so it was used by the choir and all groups meeting at night. 
 
The youth group raised all the funds for this project.  Some of the accessories in our kitchen are 
from the Blauvelt’s home, as they used to host picnics, and cooked dinners for the youth. 
 
The following took part in the work: Bill Kuhn, Arthur Kuhn, William R. Kuhn, Bob Jansson, Al 
Sayer, Jerry Couard, Fred Kennedy, and Arthur Blauvelt. 



 
 

 
HERB JOHNS 

Lineage from Everett, 1865 to Johns, 2015 
 

 
My great, great grandfather, Capt. David Bartlett Everett, was born in 1825, Maine, USA.  
He became a sea captain and moved to Massachusetts and married Mary Clementine 
Fales.  They and three daughters subsequently moved to New York City for a period, 
prior to moving to Pearl River where they settled on “The Farm” located on the east side 
of Old Middletown Road, with property extending eastward toward Naraushaun. 
 
David, Mary, and daughters attended the first meeting of the new church, presently 
known as the United Methodist Church of Pearl River. 
 
My great grandmother, Mary Clementine Fales, one of the four Everett Daughters, 
married Dr. Albert Bogert and took residence in their home located across the road on 
the west side of Old Middletown Road.  From this location, Mary Clementine painted a 
picture of her mother and father’s home.  I still retain her painting.   
 
The Bogerts then had four daughters of which Ella Osborn Bogert was my grandmother.  
She married my grandfather, Herbert C. Straut, and they took residency in a home on 
the north corner of Old Middletown Road, where my mother, Alberta Osborn, was born.   
 
Alberta married my father, Pitt Johns, in Florida, where I, Herbert, Pitt Johns, was 
born; moved back To Pearl River after which I married Jessie Anita Shackleford. 
 
All generations continued membership in our Methodist Church, including our oldest 
son, Craig Erskine Johns, thus completing the line of six generations. 
 
I personally first attended Sunday school at church either 1932 or 1933; joined the 
church in June of 1942, then enlisted in the Army in May, 1945. 
 
As a youth, in about 1937, I participated in a Tom Thumb Sunday School play.  I later 
obtained a large photograph of the players, including their names and locations in the 
photo.  This photo can be found in the picture collection of this book. 



 
 

SELMA JONES 
 
 
Selma Jones and her husband Clarence moved to Pearl River in 1953. At that time Clarence was 
a member of the New City Methodist Church.  He liked attending because of how they honored 
Veterans. Selma, at that time a Catholic, wanted to join the Methodist Church, and in 1955, after 
looking around, joined the Pearl River Methodist Church.  This was right after Rev. Callender 
came.  He knew Clarence was a lifelong resident of Rockland County and would frequently call 
upon Clarence and Selma for guidance as to where to go in the county.  As Selma states, he 
depended on both of them to get around. 
 
Selma recalls how warm and welcoming our church was, and its great diversity at this time, and 
how everyone felt accepted. She knew it was the church to stay with. Selma also became good 
friends with Mrs. Eleanor Callender, who convinced Selma to join one of the women’s circles in 
the 1960s, and become involved at a time when Clarence was having some health problems.   In 
these days there were as many as a dozen circles, with as many as 10-12 women in each circle.  
Selma recalls how the two or three women would rotate between different circles to get to know 
many of the members. However, some of the members who needed special assistance or needed 
rides would stay together with those who were helping them out.  They would do this by putting 
names in a hat and drawing which circles the women would go to next.  The women would 
frequently put on plays and host dinners, most notably the mother-daughter dinner, which 
Selma attended with her daughter, Judy in 1960.     
 
Later, Selma became finance secretary of the Womens’ Society of Christian Service and  found 
this time to be a great period of spiritual growth for her.  In the early 1970’s Selma was president 
of the womens’ group, which by this time had changed its name to the United Methodist 
Women.  Selma says there was resistance to the name change and they wanted to keep it as the 
WSCS.    
 
Under Rev. Wilkins, in the late 1960’s there were two services, one at 9:30 AM and one at 11:00 
AM year-round.  There were about 750 members and 400 in Sunday School, so the sanctuary 
would be very crowded.  Women were very active as teachers in the Sunday School during this 
time given the large number of students attending Sunday School, and she remembers how 
crowded the Sunday school room (present choir room) was. She also recalled a stage at one end 
of the room for plays and musical productions.   
 
During the time of Rev. Schnieder‘s pastorship, Selma says he emphasized quiet meditation 
before service.  There was no “passing of the peace” or talking when you entered the sanctuary, 
just meditation, devotion, and music. She also recalls how many of our members came to assist 
Rev. Schneider and his wife when he had developed heart problems later in his ministry.     
 
Today, Selma is a member of the Mary-Elizabeth Circle. She likes the emphasis that Rev. 
Stouffer places on getting the children and the youth involved in the service, and outreach.  It 
makes them feel involved.  Also, as many of you know, Clarence had a stroke in the Fall of 2013.  
Many of our congregation members, including her circle, have come to her assistance in driving 
her to church, shopping, and to social events.  We pick up groceries, keep her lawn looking good, 
or just mail her a card that shows we are thinking about her.  We are very happy to have Selma 
as part of our congregation, and we do miss having Clarence in Church with us. 



 
 
 

MEL AND GLORIA MATERN 
 
 

Mel and Gloria have lived in Pearl River their whole lives and the Pearl River church 

has been an important part of their lives together.  Gloria remembers walking through 

the woods between Washington and Central Ave. on her way to Sunday school classes, 

wonderful experiences with youth choirs and being a part of the Adult choir.  

 

She recalls teaching Sunday school with Jackie Winne and explaining the presence of 

the Holy Spirit as wind…”you may not be able to see God, but you can feel that God is 

there.”  Mel shared with me the story of a bulletin his Mother sent to him when he was 

overseas during the war.  He kept it in his helmet the whole time as a reminder of all 

the wonderful people that were praying for him back home.   

 

Both Mel and Gloria have wonderful talents that they have given so freely to our 

church.  Hanging in our choir room is a painting created by Mel and each year we bring 

out the tomb that he designed for our Easter morning worship.  Gloria has shared her 

love of music, both in the choir and as a member of the bell choir.  She insists they 

called themselves the “Menopause Maidens,” but I haven’t seen that listed in any 

bulletins.  

 

Both Gloria and Mel are so thankful for all the blessings of the PRUMC community: for 

friends that have walked alongside them in both good and tough times.  Gloria sums it 

up this way: “A part of my heart will always belong to the Pearl River UMC.” 

 

 

Lovingly submitted,  

 

Pastor Cyndi 



 
 
 

KAY PAWLICKI 
 
 
Kathren (Kay) Pawlicki remembers walking up the hill with her siblings to attend 

Sunday school at the Pearl River Methodist Church.  “There were always wonderful 

teachers there to make us feel welcomed.  We would gather in what is now the choir 

room with many other kids from the community.  At that time there was a stage and 

several of the leaders would play instruments and teach us songs.  On special occasions, 

like Christmas, the teachers would pass out little boxes of hard candy and each of us 

would get our own box.  It was a treat we looked forward to each year.” 

 

Kay remembers the picnics, where they would travel up to a local park with all the 

children sitting on chairs in the back of a pickup truck.  Not so sure we get away with 

that today, but Kay remembers fondly all the fun that she had on those trips. 

 

Kay recalled wonderful pastors that reached out and supported her during times of 

difficulty.  Joining the church at age 12, Kay has continued to be a vital part of our faith 

community.   We give thanks for her continued witness of love and the joy that we 

experience just from being in her midst. 

 

 

Faithfully submitted,  

 

Pastor Cyndi 



 
 

EARLY YEARS 
By Helene Pawlicki Rhodes 

 
 
In 1946 my parents, Kathren Zilko Pawlicki and Michael Pawlicki, decided to move 
back to mother’s hometown of Pearl River where the Zilko family lived.  Mom took my 
brother, Michael- three years old, and me- five years old- to her home church, the Pearl 
River UMC.  Mother taught me my first prayer in Russian -which she says she can’t 
remember now- nor can I, followed by “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep…” In Sunday 
School I memorized the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
I distinctly remember sitting in the Primary Room looking out the window.  The “new 
addition” was not built until the end of the 50s so there was a huge oak tree outside 
that John Street window.  When the teacher proclaimed “God is everywhere,” my five 
year old mind looked out that window, deciding that the tree was probably one of God’s 
thumbs! Another memory is of a huge, colorful painting by a church member that was 
hanging in the front of my classroom.  It is of Jesus sitting outside with children coming 
to him. At the time we were learning to sing “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible 
tells me so…” and “Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world, they are 
red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight, Jesus loves the little 
children…”  Well, up until recent years I thought all the children in that painting were of 
all the ethnicities of the world as the song states.  One day I ambled through the church 
classrooms after worship, spotting the beloved painting.  I had to smile because it was 
so much smaller in size and had only “white” children in it. But, important lessons were 
learned about the compassion and inclusiveness of God’s love through the painting, 
the songs, the lessons, and the dedication of the teachers. 
 
“Blessed be those who have loved you into becoming who you were meant to 
be…” 
 
Helene Pawlicki Rhodes (April 30, 2015) 
 
Reminiscing as the Pearl River UMC celebrates its 150th Anniversary 



 
 

MEMORIES OF CHARLOTTE SWIFT  
as recorded by Beth Kane - April 2015 

 
1) Charlotte Swift taught Sunday School for over 70 years. She is now 97 yrs old (2015). 
When she first started coming to our church, it was known as the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  She started attending Sunday School when she was 8 years old (3rd grade) and walked 
2 miles to get to church. Marian Johnson was her teacher, who also played the Piano. Sunday 
School was held in Fellowship Hall and Walter Akers was Superintendent of SS, with Rev 
Champlain as our minister. The youth group met on Sunday nights at 7pm with about 100 
people attending.  They had Rally Days every year. Rev Story had a stroke and died. Then Dr Rev 
Taylor arrived from Pennsylvania to take his place. 
 
2) They had a children’s choir called “Little Choir” started by Rev Poppy. Later, there was Rev 
Callander, who was an excellent minister.  His wife was choir director for children and also 
taught piano lessons.  There was also a “Big Choir” The choir mother was Hannalore Griffith and 
Charlotte Swift.  The new classrooms in SS wing were built while Rev Callander was minister.  
There were two sessions of SS. Mr.McClung was the Disciplinarian (he was Marilee’s father).   
 
3) **Ricky Murphy loved the music. Dorothy Fink Clark was in charge of the Bell Choir.  
Later years, Kelly Kennedy was in charge of Bells. Now it is Pam Gunning.  Some Choir 
Directors were: Mrs. Slater, Mr. Schultz, Mrs. Callander.  Later, SS classes met in the Dug out 
Room. Rev Callander brought in a lot of children to the church.   
 
4) The SS used to go to Sunset Lake for Picnics and swimming on Saturdays.  They did this 
for about six years. There were 3 aisles in church, the SS children would walk up and down 
singing - “Garden of Prayer”.  *Men were in charge of the Sunday School and the Wives were 
teachers.   
 
5)  Each year every child in SS gave 25 cents for gift for teacher.  Charlotte’s quote: “The 
children are the future of the world”. Classes were also held in what is now the kitchen by the 
choir room.  Other classes met in what is now the choir room. Sometimes, we had classes in 
sanctuary broken into grades. Church was held at 10:30-11:30 am with Sunday School 
afterwards between 11:45 to 1:00 pm. There was also a Church service at 7:00 p.m. at night on 
Sunday.  Children took part with Bible verses, but they didn’t sing in church, except on 
Christmas.  In the 1960’s, we had nursery rugs on the stage and all classrooms were used for 
Sunday School. 
 
6) Original choir robes were made by the mothers, with black sleeveless gown and white over 
sleeve like the acolytes wear.  During the 60’s new robes were purchased by the hard work of 
Katherine Pawlicki. We had Christmas parties every year and all classes had fun. With lots of 
students in SS, we used Fellowship Hall in 60’s. Charlie Winnie was the head of Sunday Youth 
Group – nicknamed “Sing and String”. They used popular music that related to God –for 
example: Johnny Cash and Cat Stevens.  This group traveled to other churches in NY and NJ.  
The Guitar players were Paul Wanamaker and Mark Griffith Jr. as leaders of the group.  Charlie 
always said – “treat others with respect or don’t come”.  He was excellent with young people. 



 
 

Pearl River United Methodist Church Outreach Activities Report 
 
 

Over the past four years, I’ve had the pleasure to work as our church’s Outreach Chairperson; 
really I should say Head Co-Chair, as our committee members organize and tirelessly work to 
run many of our outreach missions independent of assistance from me.  We are blessed to 
support and fundraise for local, regional, national and global efforts; this is in partnership with 
the tremendous support of our entire congregation.  Thank you to our committee members for 
all your organization and tireless work and to our church members for always being there when 
we ask “how would you like to help us…..”  
 
To give you a glimpse of our many 2015 missions, I offer the following list of our good works:  
making and serving dinner to homeless guest at the New City United Methodist Church to 
support the Safe Haven Project in Rockland County; participating in the annual CROP 
Hunger Walk to address local and world hunger; hosted an ping-pong tournament to support 
CUMAC ECHO; organizing a Rockland County Relay for Life team to raise money and help 
bring awareness to cancer prevention; collecting magazines throughout the year and delivering 
to the Rockland Psychiatric Center; collecting school supplies for Back to School with 
Dignity, a program ran by People to People to ensure needy children have the basic supply at 
the start of school; sponsor our Youth Group on their summer mission trip to Washington, 
DC to work with and learn more about our capital’s homeless issue; organizing and hosting a 
Mission Sunday where all church member are engaged in an outreach mission, including 
visiting our shut-ins, making prayer shawls, working in a community garden, preparing 
sandwiches for a local shelter, sprucing up things around the church;  hosting a food drive at our 
local supermarket, ShopRite, that normally yields 3,000 pounds of food that is delivered to St 
Stephen’s Food Pantry and People-to-People food pantry;  participating in Operation 
Christmas Child, this organization collected over 4,500 shoe boxes from our county alone to 
support global needs of children; collecting fresh vegetables, frozen turkeys and other items for 
our Thanksgiving Food Drive at church and deliver to the People-to-People food pantry; 
adopting two families with a combined total of about 8 children at Christmastime and arranging 
to fill each child’s Christmas wishes through the People to People Project Joy, this helps 
give some of our Christmas spirit to the children.   In addition to these many activities we have 
ongoing collections for Feed the Pig (donations for local mission), soup labels to support the 
Red Bird Mission and pop tab collections for Ronald McDonald House.  Other missions 
are supported as the call comes for money, clothing and food.   
 
In honor of our 150th Anniversary our committee decided to host an Outreach Inc. food 
packaging event to help feed the food insecure in our region.  We believe our church members 
and members of other local United Methodist churches will be excited to not only have the 
ability to donate but to participate in this mission.  Our minimum goal is to prepare and package 
20,000 meals at a cost of $.25 each.  This means we must fundraise a minimum of $5,000 and 
obtain 150 volunteers.  Please support and pray for us as we begin our work to host this 150th 
celebration mission event! 
 
 
Thank you and God bless,  
 
Rena Gesner, Chair, Outreach Committee 



 
 

Pearl River United Methodist Women 
 
 
The UMW has had a long history of caring and serving, as well as extensive outreach 
programs.  Presently we have three active circles, Miriam, Mary/Elizabeth, and the 
Circle of Sisters (Deborah).  We welcome all women of our church. 
 
Caring: 
Strong friendships and connections have evolved through offering support, prayers, 
encouragement, transportation to church and appointments, meals, friendly phone 
calls, or other needs. 
 
Service: 
We serve as Sunday morning greeters, coffee hour hosts, welcome and support new 
clergy, provide post-funeral luncheons, communion supplies, youth projects, Vacation 
Bible School, celebration coffee hours, as well as other services when called upon. 
We support our projects by the Train Show Dining Car, Spring and Fall Rummage sales, 
White Elephant Sales, and, for 75 years, the Annual UMW Church Fair. 
 
Outreach: 
We support numerous projects in our local church, Community, District, and World.  
Since 1996, the UMW has recognized clergy and lay persons with a donation in their 
honor to the Centenary Fund.  For more than 75 years, we have awarded special 
recognition pins to members and friends who have demonstrated considerable 
assistance to our organization.  We also support Boy Scout Eagle/Girl Scout Gold 
Awards, Hospice, Meals-on-Wheels, Alzheimer Association, the Family Shelter, food 
cupboards in the district, Crop Walk, UMCOR, UM Homes and Hospitals.  In our world 
we support Disaster Relief and World Hunger.  Currently we provide food to the Grace 
Episcopal Church in Suffern, NY, (Lunch with Love Program).  We also supply shoes, 
clothing, personal supplies to an orphanage in Nicaragua. 
 
As President of the UMW I truly appreciate the love, support and encouragement I 
receive from our membership and admire their devotion to the UMW and each other. 
 
Peace and Love,  
 
Helen D’Agostino 
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PRUMC Vision - 150th anniversary- VISION 4/21/15 
 

We have looked back to the very beginnings of our church and its congregation, we 
have looked at its wonderful history through 150 years, right up to our PRUMC Staff, 
committees, small groups, of today. 
 
As a final part of this 150th. Anniversary booklet, we look at the future - YOUR future 
church as YOU have envisioned it! 
 
At a recent Sunday service, our congregation was handed a yellow sheet of paper.  We 
then asked each member of the congregation  that day to fill up those sheets of yellow 
paper with  some of their visions, goals, and dreams for the Pearl River United 
Methodist Church as we begin our next 150 years.  In what direction should we be 
going?  Is there anything different you would like to see?  What parts of our church and 
its functions, both inside and outside the church, should  be changed? 
 
-Just IMAGINE!! 
 
The youth were similarly asked what some of their visions were.  It was interesting to 
see that while many of their visions had much in common, they do envision fresher, 
more diversified music program, and more church involvement in social media. 
 
Here are some of the top visions of the Pearl River Methodist Church: 
 
1) Increase membership to hit capacity (grow, grow, grow) and add second 
contemporary or praise worship service at noon or at night for those working or 
participating in sports.  During the worship service, have alternative “automated choir” 
and only piano music or other instruments, not organs.  We could have stadium seating 
in the sanctuary- (maybe the youth could do a fund raiser to pay for this). 
 
2) Get all members involved and participating in activities or small groups, like UMW 
or women's circle, or Bible studies with more video and interactive screens.   
 
3) Have praise services with lively music or dancing. 
 
4) Neighborhood church-Church as center of community. 
 
5) Successful Church Capital campaign, so we have money left to invest 
for future. 
 
6) Children’s programs - in 10 years, I want to see many more children 
in Sunday School and youth group, choirs, bells. Increased youth with 
waiting list to go on mission trips. Continued children sermons with 
more kids.  Getting the children and youth involved gives them a sense of place and 
purpose in the church. 



 
 
7) I would like to see a nursery school at our church. 
 
8) UMW a women's circle, ie; small groups. We need more active small 
group participation. 
 
9) Church glowing more than Christ 's transfiguration robe!? add angel 
statue in steeple area?? 
 
10) Similar to district education meetings quarterly, but on Skype to 
share ideas, concerns, connections, "Methodist Meetings of the minds." - More 
presence of our church  on social media 
 
11) Start new group for 30-45 yr olds and then involve them in life of church. 
 
12) More mission days. We need more than one per year to be out in 
community helping. Our community outreach needs to serve "those 
outside our comfort zone". 
 
We need to open doors to all who want to worship God. We need more 
outreach programs that reach poor and homeless. We could work with 
homeless to find jobs/housing and network with places that offer 
training/education. All people matter! 
 
13) Offer sign language or audio translation to show captions on overhead 
screens during sermon for hard of hearing. During worship service, reduce paper 
usage, go green and use electronic bulletins, similar to projection on screens in church, 
but also available to upload to your tablet or your phone.  The worship service could 
also be recorded or streamed live to shut-ins. 
 
14) add handicap ramp and handicap accessible bathroom, add parking lot 
 
15) addition at north side behind choir room 
 
16) When people visit our church and hear Pastor Cyndi, it will 
empower other women to become pastors and it will spread. 
 
17) Additional ministry and outreach activities involving taking care of our members’ 
pets and other animals - walking, grooming, feeding, and being more aware of their 
needs.  All animals are part of God’s kingdom. 
 
 We truly are a church congregation rooted in grace, growing in faith, and reaching out 
in God’s love.  Here’s to another 150 wonderful and prosperous years!! 



 

 

 
 

Thank You!!!!!!! 
We gratefully acknowledge the many people,                      

groups and businesses listed in the following pages      
who sponsored the production and printing of the 

150th Anniversary Commemorative Journal. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
DONOR MESSAGES: 

 
 

 Happy 150th Anniversary—Joline Junghans 
 

 Congratulations PRUMC wishing you another 150 years.  
God bless!  The Stewart Family 

 
 Celebrating your 150 years—70 of them a                                

wonderful part of our lives—Sue (Crosby) Nelson 
 

 Happy 150th Anniversary—Tish Ahimon and Family 
 

 Happy 150th Anniversary—Betty Kerr 
 

 Happy 150th Anniversary—Judith DiToma,                               
Ed Westman, Roger Card and Taylor Yablonski 

 
 Happy 150th, PRUMC!—Amy Andrews and Family 

 
 Here’s to another 150 years!                                                       

John, Heather, Brian and Patricia Conklin 
 

 Blessings to all our church family—The Halzacks 
 

 Happy 150th Anniversary—Charlotte and J.P. Bonomolo 
 

 Congratulations on the 150th Anniversary!  We are 
blessed to be part of this beautiful church and family. 

—The Gesner Family 
 

 



Congratulations on your 
150th Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

The Ricco’s 

In Memory of                
my Mother,                            

Father and Sister 

 

Naomi Fagen 

Congratulations on the  
Sesquicentennial of the  

Pearl River United Methodist Church 
 

Richard and 
Kathleen Rose 

It’s an honor and a privilege to come 
each and every Sunday to worship with 
such nice people.  I love our Church!  
It’s the best thing that happened to me 

when I moved to Pearl River. 

Andrew Pollner 

In loving memory of our 
parents: 

William and Charlotte 
McClung 

 

By Marilee and Sal                  
Guarneri and                           

Norman McClung 

Congratulations—May we grow 
in love and faith for another              
150 years!—Patricia Everett 

 

Since my son               
Warren Pafford can’t 
be with us during our 

150th Anniversary,            
he says hello from 

USS Chicago Guam! 

 

Sara Pafford 

 

Best Wishes to PRUMC in the next 
150 years!—Susan Doyle & Family 

 

 
 



 
To Our Church Family 

 
Congratulations on the                           

150th Anniversary of the                            
Pearl River United  
Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 

 
With God’s Grace there                      
will be 150 years more! 

Sheila and Kevin Campbell 

 
Congratulations on  
150th Anniversary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joseph Shields 

Franchisee 
191 N Middletown Rd. 

Pearl River, NY 
 

Proud caterers  

of the  

150th Anniversary                         

luncheon! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Helene Pawlicki Rhodes  
wishes PRUMC another      
150 years of “Rooted in  
Grace, Growing in Faith                  
and reaching Out with                    

God’s Love” 

 

 

 

 

 

106 N. Middletown Road, Pearl River, NY 10965 
845-735-9110 

info@luigiogradys.com 



We celebrate the           
journey that is past             

and the journey                    
that is yet to be! 

 

Wayne          
and             

Rosemary 
Plumstead 

 

 

In Memory of                  
Mark Griffith Sr. 
 
 
 
 
 

Joanne Griffith and 
the Mark Griffith Jr. 

Family 

In Loving Memory 

of 

Edith and George Dennis 

and their extended family 

by 

Marylin Dennis Rowe 

and her family 

 

 

 

Congratulations on 
the 150th Anniversary 

of our Church! 
 
 

Herb and Anita Johns 





 

Congratulations on your 150th Anniversary! 
 

 

 



 

Congratulations 

And Best Wishes 

For the next 150 Years 

From the Anschick Family 

 

Peggy and Bob 

Susan, Brian and Braiden 

Donna, Ken, Devin and Tiffany 

Bob, Jen and Nicole 

Phil, Jen and Victoria 

 

 

United                              

  Methodist   

   Women 
 
 

  Caring,  
   Sharing,  
    Serving,  
     Praying,  
      Fellowship 
         Faith, Hope and Love 

 

  God’s Love in Action 



HAPPY 150TH ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
on your 150th 

Year of             
Mission &                
Ministry!!!! 





Phoenix Plumbing and Heating 
wishes a Happy 150th  

Anniversary to the Pearl River 
United Methodist Church 

Courtesy of  
Joe DiToma 









Happy Sesquicentennial to the  
Pearl River United Methodist Church!  


