
  
I therefore beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling 
   to which you have been called,   
        bearing with one another in love,   
             making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit  
                in the bond of peace.  ~Ephesians 4:1-3 

  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ’s love,  

 

 “Christmas is a kind, forgiving, charitable, 
pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the long 
calendar of the year, when people seem by one consent 
to open their shut-up hearts freely…. And therefore, 
uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver 
in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and 
will do me good; and I say, God bless it!” These are 
the words of Ebenezer Scrooge’s nephew Fred in 
Charles Dickens classic “A Christmas Carol.”  
Scrooge’s reply… “Bah Humbug”   
 
 It seems as if most of us fluctuate between the 
sentiments of Fred and the grumbling of Scrooge 
during this time of year.  The busyness of schedules…
the expectations of a perfect Christmas…and our 
struggles with the consumerism of the season leave 
many of us wondering if it is all really worth the effort.  
Throughout Advent we are looking at the story of 
Christmas alongside the story of Ebenezer Scrooge and 
his redemption. Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need 
of a second chance. You see, the Christmas story is a 
story of God’s redeeming love, for a world in need of 
second chances. And if Scrooge can be redeemed, then 
so can we!  
 
 So when we become overwhelmed in this 
coming month…can we take a moment to remember 
the love that came down at Christmas for us?  And 
when the bells ring out, can we seek out moments of 
God’s peace and trust that God can still make a change 
in our hearts as well.  And in the words of Tiny Tim, 
are we willing to sing out, “God bless us, everyone!” 
In God’s wondrous love, 

 

Pastor Cyndi  

CIRCUIT RIDER   
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

Join us on Saturday, Dec. 3rd  at 

10am as we prepare our worship 

space for Christmas. There will be 

coffee and donuts, fellowship and a 

chance for you to add your talents 

to the beautification of our sanctuary  

for Christmas Eve.  Come on out and join us. 

 

Christmas Caroling 

Join us on Sunday Dec. 11th for a time of 

Christmas caroling.  We will gather at 

the church at 6:00pm and then head out 

to sing for some of our homebound 

members.  We will return to the church 

for Hot Cocoa and some Christmas 

treats around 8:00pm.  What a great 

way to share the joy of this season! 
 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE                                 

AT THE STOUFFER’S 

Sunday Dec. 18th from 4-6:00 pm 

Join us for a light meal and time of fellowship at the 

parsonage in Pearl River.  Food, fellowship and maybe 

even a Christmas carol sing-a- long. The parsonage is 

right next to the church.  Our family looks forward 

to sharing with you. 

 

LIVE NATIVITY 

When: Dec. 18th  

from 6-8pm 

Where: Front 

Lawn of PRUMC 

Sign up to be a part of bringing the story to life.  We 

need people to play Mary and Joseph, Angels, Wise-

men and Shepherds.  This is your chance to be a part 

of the story.  Invite your friends, families and neigh-

bors to come and experience the Light that came 

into the World.  Sign up sheets will be available dur-

ing Coffee Hour. 
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Worship for November 
 

December 4th                

2nd Sunday in Advent - HOPE 

CHRISTMAS PAST:  

Hope from Heartbreak 

Isaiah 9, Luke 2:8-14 

 

December 11th 

3rd Sunday in Advent - LOVE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT:  

The Very First Night Before Christmas 

 

December 18th 

4th Sunday in Advent - JOY 

CHRISTMAS FUTURE:  

Death-Defying Acts 

Luke 4:18-19, Romans 8:4-17 

 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve 

7:00pm – FAMILY SERVICE  

(Impromptu Pageant & Candlelighting) 

CAROLS AND LESSONS 

Luke 2,  John 1 

10:30pm – SPECIAL MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS 

11:00pm – TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

(Candlelighting & Communion) 

Redemption of Scrooge:                              

Keeping Christmas Well 

Luke 2, Matthew 2:1-14 

 

December 25th: Christmas Day  

God Bless Us Everyone 

Join for a time of worship, fellowship and 

sharing together in Christ’s love. 

Come as you are (pajamas are welcome)! 

Bring any Christmas goodies to share together.   

 

 
Nursery volunteers for December  

 
November 4 

Lori Miceli-Waxtel  
and Brandon King 

 
December 11 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

December 18 
Lindsay Crouch  

and Katrina Christopher 
 

December 25 
Temple Beth Am, Pearl River, NY 

 

News From the Bell Room: 
 

You are invited to 
A Christmas Concert 

Saturday, December 3 at 5:00pm. 
Featuring the Cherub Chimes,                    

the Wesley Ringers                                         
and the Memorial Bells. 

We hope to see you there! 

COME AND 

SING! 
Choir rehearsals are 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm. We meet in the 
choir room next to the church office. New 

voices are always welcome. 
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                              Give thanks with a grateful heart… 

 

 

Sunday, November 20 saw a generous outpouring of donated fresh fruits, vegetables 

and turkeys. Our children were so very helpful in carrying all of the donated items 

into the sanctuary where they helped Pastor Cyndi say a special blessing over the 

collected food.  Following the service, 420 pounds of food were taken to People to 

People's food pantry in Nanuet to help them distribute for Thanksgiving meals to 

struggling families throughout Rockland County.  The staff at People to People              

commented how much the fresh fruit and vegetables were needed.  The Outreach 

Committee would like to thank you all for your generous giving for those in need. 

Congratulations to                                    

Deb Stewart,                                                

Gutenberg Ahimon                                     

and Rich Rose,                                          

who recently renewed their                       

Lay servant certification by completing the  

"Let the Whole Church Say Amen"                        

advanced course! 

 

 

Diane and I would like to thank every one who donated anything   

for Operation Christmas Child. It was all greatly appreciated.  We 

were able to fill 35 shoe boxes for the children. With everyone's  

help we were able to brighten a few children’s  lives. We look  

forward to your help again next year.  

 

Thank you again, Gloria Murphy and Diane Cobb 

SHOPRITE CARDS It’s holiday 

time. When planning your holiday 

dinners and gatherings, please               

remember to use our Shoprite 

Cards to purchase all that you 

need to feed and entertain your guests. Can’t 

think of what to get someone for Christmas? 

How about a Shoprite Card? Cards are available 

in $50.00 & $100.00 amounts and can be                  

purchased at Coffee Time or at the church                 

office. Remember this is a NO COST TO YOU 

fund raiser. You buy a $100.00 card, you get 

$100.00 worth of food, etc. from Shoprite and 

the church gets $5.00 
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UMW News 
 
The 2016 Fair had a new concept this year, 
30 vendors with various products and               
services for sale. The UMW also had several 
booths with Crafts, Used Jewelry, Baked 
Goods, Country Cupboard, a luncheon with 
home made soup, chili and deserts. There 
were 5 Whit Elephant booths and the Youth 
had a gift  wrapping table. 
 
There are so many people to thank:  John 
Murphy with assistance from Lori Miceli-
Waxtel for contacting the many vendors, 
welcoming them and assisting in place-
ment. John even spent Fri. night at the 
church to ensure all was well. Jo Ann Lee 
spent many, many hours   setting-up the 5 
White Elephant booths, getting helpers and 
finding a place for everyone. Joline 
Junghans with Marilyn Nelson provided the 
hand-made crafts we are known for as well 
as the Country Cupboard booth. Mary/
Elizabeth Circle were at the Baked booth 
and also the used Jewelry booth. Deborah 
Circle members prepared the Luncheon. 
 
Greeting cards were written to Service men 
and women ready for Christmas delivery.  
 
The follow-up sera of vendors was very  
favorable. Most agreed that we were                
welcoming and helpful, people were friendly 
and they would return next year. 
 
I thank all who helped in so many ways. 
 
To date a profit of $5,202.84 has been 
earned. 
 
Peace and Love, 
Helen H. D'Agostino, Pres. UMW   

 

 

 

 

 
December 4, 6-7:30 PM Youth Meeting. We will                
continue our Sermon on the Mount series by exploring 
desire, promises, and justice.  Bring your Bible and I'll 
see you there! 
 
December 11, 6 PM Christmas Caroling.  Please help 
spread some Christmas Cheer to our sick and               
shut-ins by joining in some caroling.  We will meet at 
the church and split into cars once we're there. The 
whole family is invited, this is a church-wide event! 
 
December 18, 7-8 PM Live Nativity. Help remind Pearl 
River to keep the Christ in Christmas by participating 
in the Live Nativity. Wear some warm layers! 
 
January 6-8 Search Retreat.  Senior High Youth are 
encouraged to attend the Search Retreat in Edison, 

NJ this coming January.  For more information check 
out www.searchretreat.org and/or talk to Becca. 
She has been involved with this retreat for 14 
years and finds it to be a valuable part of her 
faith journey.  
 
Thanks! Becca 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Children’s Christmas Pageant  

is entitled 

  “The Very First Night Before Christmas”.     

Sunday,  December 11, 10:30 a.m. 
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Circle of sisters will meet on Friday, 
December 16th at Maria Halzack's home 
in lieu of going out to dinner if you would 

like to come please let Maria know. 
 

Our next book in Born in the USA the 
biography of Bruce Springsteen. We will 
be meeting on Friday, January 20th at 

Lynn Kavanaugh's to discuss it. 

Pearl River UMC would like you to 

join  Worship Announcements!  

 

To receive messages via text, 

text@worshipan to 81010.   

You can opt-out of messages 

at anytime by replying, 

unsubscribe@worshipan’.  

Trouble using 81010?  

Try texting @worshipan  to 

(845) 687-3667 instead.  

 

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE? Remind is a free, 

safe and simple messaging tool that helps churches share 

important updates and reminders with parishioners. All 

personal information is kept private.  If you have any questions 

or need help with subscribing, please see John Murphy. 

IT’S PIZZA TIME 

Mark your 2017 calendar, 

Monday January 9th is PIZZA 

TIME FOR US. Our next food 

fund raiser will be at PizzaRev, 

next to Toys R Us in Nanuet, from 11am until 

10pm. PizzaRev will give us 20% of the cost of  both 

the dine in or take out purchases you make. Please 

note that OnLine orders are not valid for inclusion in 

this fund raiser. At PizzaRev you craft your own pizza. 

You choose your dough, your sauce, your cheese, your 

toppings (28 in all) and watch as their staff puts it 

together for you. Then you get your beverage and relax 

in their large dining area while it quickly bakes. They 

also have gluten–free dough, kid’s meals, salads and 

desserts. When you go in on Jan. 9th just show our 

flyer, which will be included in next month’s Circuit 

Rider, or simply mention the PRUMC at the cash 

register and 20% of your bill will be donated to our 

church. Please spread the word, ask your 

family and friends to join you there.   

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE WITH PASTOR CYNDI 

When: First Tuesday of Every Month 

  December 6th   

Time: 9:30am 

Where: Hogan’s Diner 

Why: A chance to talk and connect.   
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MODEL TRAIN SHOW--FOUR WEEKENDS IN 2017!!  

Starting on President’s Day weekend, February 18th, including President Day, February 

20th and ending on Sunday, March 12th.  

What can you do to help?  

Station Master Rich Rose needs an assistant who will be the new Station Master in train-

ing for 2018. Anyone interested please contact Rich. We will need Ticket Agents. Please 

sign up for at least one time slot. The Dining Car Managers need Dining Car Staff, please 

contact them and sign up. They also will need donations of: Soda (all varieties), Juice               

Boxes, 16 oz. Bottled Water, Small Packs of Cookies & Chips, Brownies, Cakes & Pies 

(uncut) and Sabrett Hot Dogs.  Monetary donations are always needed and welcome!  

 This is a wonderful opportunity to show off our church to the Pearl River community—

please be a part of this great event! 

 

2017 OFFERING 
ENVELOPES 

 
2017 envelopes will be 

available for pickup 
beginning December 18. If you have not 

participated in the envelope program but 
would like to start, e-mail Rich Rose or the 
church office.  Most boxes of envelopes also 
contain "REACH" Capital campaign 
envelopes, for use to honor a pledge 

made or to make a gift toward the 
capital needs of our building! 

 
FINANCE UPDATE 

 
2017 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 

The Stewardship Drive is on-going, 
and provides an opportunity to make 

your financial commitment to the mis-
sions and ministries of our church. To 

date, we have 48 pledges totaling 
$101,112 for 2017! If you wish to 

pledge and have yet to do so, contact 
Financial Secretary Rich Rose. 

mailto:otownrec@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3jPXAzf_JAhVGPj4KHTI1AJUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.newhopechurchmn.org/events/envelopepickup.php&bvm=bv.110151844,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNF2xTmwZ78bEeBuZv5CkVmCTFThtg&ust=1451428
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 1 
UMW Exec Bd 

Meet 10am 

Cherub Chimes 

6pm 

Wesley Ringers 

6:30pm 

Memorial Bells 

7:30pm 

2 3 
Handbell 

Concert 

5pm 
 

 

 

4 
 

Children’s Choir 

9:15am 

Sunday School 9:30am 

Chancel Choir 9:30am 

Prayer Group 9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 

Confirmation Class 

7pm 
Youth Group meeting 

6pm 

5 
 

 
Disciple III 

Bible Study 
7pm 
 

Table Tennis 
7pm 

6 
 
 

Coffee with the 
Pastor 9:30am 
 

 
Church Council 

meeting 7:30pm 

7 

 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir 
7:30pm 

8 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

10 
 

11  
Children’s Choir 9:15am 
Sunday School 9:30am 

Chancel Choir 9:30am 
Prayer Group 9:30am 
Worship 10:30am 

CHRISTMAS  
PAGEANT 
Youth Group meeting 

6pm 
CHRISTMAS                     
CAROLING 6pm 

Confirmation Class  7pm 

12 
 
 

Disciple III 
Bible Study 
7pm 

 
Table Tennis 
7pm 

13 

 

 

 

 
Trustees  
meeting 7:30pm 

14 

 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir 
7:30pm 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
 
 

 
 
 
Circle of Sister’s 
Book Group 

6:30pm 

17 

 
 

18 
Children’s Choir 

9:15am 

Sunday School 9:30am 

Chancel Choir 9:30am 

Prayer Group 9:30am 

Worship 10:30am 
STOUFFER’S OPEN 
HOUSE 4-6pm 

Youth Group meeting 
6pm 

Confirmation Class 

7pm 
LIVE NATIVITY 6-8pm 

19 
 
 

Disciple III 

Bible Study 
7pm 

 
Table Tennis 
7pm 

20 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Finance 
meeting 7:30pm 

21 

 

 

 

 
Chancel Choir 
7:30pm 

22 

 

 

 

 
 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Circuit Rider—December 2016 

             We are a Community: 

  Rooted in Grace 

         Growing in Faith 

        Reaching Out with God’s Love 

MINISTRY TEAM 

MINISTER………………...……………………....Every Member of Pearl River UMC 
PASTOR……………………....………………….…………..The Rev. Cyndi Stouffer 
LAY LEADER…………………………………………………..………..Maria Halzack 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REP…………………………...……..………John Murphy 
ORGANIST…………………………………….........................................Chieko Delran 
CHOIR DIRECTOR……………………………………………………Steve Stouffer 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR……………………………………………Pamela Gunning 
YOUTH LEADER…………………...…………………………Rebbecca Chew Zorn 
USHER……………………………….……………………………………….Trustees 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT…………………………...Camille Cascia 

Phone: (845)735-2241 

E-Mail: pearlriverumc@juno.com  

Website: www.pearlriverumc.com  


