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e is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! This is the proclamation of faith which the Church sounds forth on Easter
Morning! Could there possibly be any greater sound to the ear of the believer? Could there be any words
more joyous to proclaim? “Jesus is not here! He is Risen just as He said. Come see the place where they
laid Him.”
This traditional greeting has its origin in both Scripture and the tradition of
the Church. As Methodist Christians we are often quick to squash the idea of
tradition. Yet, we are very traditional people. Our church uses a liturgy which is
over 1500 years old. It is not found word for word in Scripture, yet we use it!
Tradition! We use candles in worship! With the rise of the electric lightbulb the
need for candles was over, but we still use them. Tradition! Our clergy wear an
array of vestments which are neither commanded nor forbidden in the Word of God.
Tradition! Tradition is not evil, though its use can be! If tradition takes the place of
the clear Word of Scripture then sin has taken place. The Word of God alone is the
only norm of faith and life for the Christian. Tradition has its usefulness to aid in our
understanding of who we are and from where we have come!
Such is the cry of faith on Easter Morning. “He is risen” is a traditional
greeting of Easter which proclaims the greatest truth the world has ever known.
Unlike Christmas, which has been virtually stripped of its meaning in society, Easter
still carries a significant message. (The Easter bunny is not as strong an image as
Santa Claus).
When the world thinks of Easter, they still recall the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It would be almost
impossible to find a person in our community who had never heard of Jesus. But knowing the name and
understanding the impact of His life are two different things. Jesus is alive today because our God has revealed
Himself as all powerful over our enemies of sin and death. Jesus has trampled them under His feet and He stands
victorious over them.
The cross of Christ is the darkest moment in the history of humanity. Man, filled with pride and arrogance,
murdered the Son of God. Sin and its punishment were put upon Christ! Sin of which He was guiltless. Punishment
which was not His and which He did not deserve. Willingly, Christ bore our sins and paid the debt owed by all
people. The blood which dripped from His body as He hung upon the cross was the payment God required for our
sin. The blood Jesus shed paid our debt in full! There is no more need for sacrifice, no more need to seek God’s
approval. There is nothing left to be done except BELIEVE! It sounds so simple, doesn’t it. So simple to believe
and have our sin forgiven and rejoice in eternal life! So simple everyone is doing it, right? “Would that all would
believe in Him.” This is the apostle Paul’s confession in Romans 8. Paul’s love was so great for the people he
served, he even goes so far as to be willing to sacrifice his own soul if his people would believe in Jesus.
The Apostle Paul’s heart was fearful of what was going to happen to people who died without knowing Jesus
as the Messiah. What actually happens to a person who dies without faith? Have we ever really considered the
existence of the unbeliever in Hell? To stand before the Holy God and have the same voice which was powerful
enough to create everything which exists speak against you. To speak words of condemnation and judgment. To be
humiliated as all your sinful acts are revealed. To have the words you spoke and even the thoughts and imaginations
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of your heart exposed. Then to hear God Himself declare you unworthy of His glory and to hear the chorus of
“Amens” echo through eternity as all the saints of God voice their agreement. To be bound by the angel attendants
and cast into the abyss, the lake of fire. To exist in agony with the shame of all your sin. To be tormented with your
guilt and to harden your heart and hate God for it. To know there are no second chances! Hell is forever – there is
no reprieve.
If we understand what hell is truly like then the proclamation “He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed” should burn
all the more brightly in our hearts. When we know from what we have been saved, we rejoice all the more in the
salvation which is ours. Our love for Christ intensifies as we realize more fully that He suffered all we deserve on
the cross.
Understanding the hell we deserve and the salvation we now have fills our heart with joy, but it must not stop
there. When we truly understand our own rescuing, we also understand God desires to save ALL people. God
created hell as a place for the devil and his angels. It was never intended for people. Yet, all who die in unbelief
share the devil’s fate. The only thing standing between the unbelievers you know and hell IS YOU! You are the
Church. You are God’s people here in this place, at this time, for the salvation of the people of this day.
I began this article by addressing tradition. We are a very traditional
church. Our liturgy, our music and hymns, our vestments and altar furnishings all
serve a useful purpose. Not everyone will like them but they are useful to us and
thus to the church as a whole. We are traditional in other ways as well. I fear if
John Wesley himself were here he would declare us all heretics. We have
unwittingly excluded the majority of the people of our world from being one with
us in Christ.
It is easy to say all are welcome, but it is another thing to actively seek
them out to be part of who we are. In our community the majority of the people
you see on the street at any given time are going to hell because they have no
relationship with Jesus the Messiah. They know the name but not the Man. It’s
easy to think that the other churches in town can do the job of reaching across
cultural and ethnic barriers, but it is obvious this hasn’t happened. We have not
yet done our part!
As Methodist Christians we are a unique bunch. We have the clearest confession of the Gospel of any church
out there, yet we are the slowest to adapt to our culture and proclaim it. I do not want our church to be like other
UMC congregations. To have one third of our members in worship on a given Sunday is unsatisfactory. To gain only
a few adult converts each year is unacceptable. Jesus wants everyone to be saved! He died for everyone. Will we
settle for anything less?
The empty tomb should encourage and spur us on in two ways. First, it is empty! Death has been defeated
and we have eternal life. Jesus is alive! He is risen! Secondly, the tomb is empty. No person should ever have to
fear death. The tomb is empty! It should stand as a visible witness of what we desire Hell to look like, EMPTY!
Empty because people have heard the Gospel, the Good News that Jesus died on the cross for you, me, and all of
them.
May we continue to be a traditional UMC Christian congregation which holds its tradition as something of
great value for learning. May we continue to be a people who have Scripture alone as our guide for faith and life.
But may we throw off the muzzles which have silenced our voices and may we proclaim boldly and loudly the Good
News that Jesus is the Savior of the World. “HE IS RISEN!” “HE IS RISEN INDEED!”
Pastor Nebhut

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
IN RATLIFF STADIUM
We are excited to announce the participation of
all six Odessa UMC congregations will be jointly
hosting the first Odessa Community Easter
Sunrise Service.
This service will be held at Ratliff Stadium on
Easter Sunday Morning beginning at 7:00am.
The date of Easter this year in April 1st, so we
are hoping for good weather and a great turnout
from the community.
Please mark your calendars and make plans to join us to celebrate the victory of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Asbury United Methodist Church

First United Methodist Church

The Bridge
Mackey Chapel United Methodist Church
Resurrection United Methodist Church
Highland United Methodist Church

Holy Week Schedule
March 25th

March 30th

March 31st

April 1st

Palm Sunday
9:00am Traditional Service
11:00am Instrumental Praise
12:00pm UMM Palm Sunday
Luncheon

Good Friday
Service 7:00pm

Holy Saturday
Easter Egg Hunt
Murry Fly Park

Easter Sunday
7:00am Sunrise Service
Ratliff Stadium
11:00am Asbury Easter Service

Planning for the Future
For Yourself and Your Loved Ones

Estate Planning – Durable Power of Attorney
Wills – Charitable Giving
Medical Power of Attorney – Funeral Preparation
This Workshop is FREE and it is provided as an opportunity for you
to ask questions and learn how to best make future plans for
yourself and your loved ones.
SPEAKERS
Dr. Richard Bartlett - A Funeral Director
An Attorney will be present to answer questions.
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Saturday, April 28 , 2018
9:00am - 12:00pm
Asbury United Methodist Church

Mythbuster's Adam Savage:
‘The Internet Hates Women’ and Why He's
Warning His Sons About Porn
Adam Savage, co-host of Discovery TV's hit show Mythbusters, is
an aggressively left-brained, scientific method-loving personality. So
it's no surprise that when it comes to parenting, Savage talks about
his twin kids' brains like they're computers.
"I have been worried since before my twins were born about what
sort of people they'll become," Savage said recently on The Moth podcast. "Only about 10 percent of the code their
brain is running is mine, and I have no idea WHICH 10 percent. They're like dogs when they're young: You accept
the behavior you're willing to live with you reject the behavior you're not and there's a lot of fluid cleanup," Savage
says in his characteristic joking style.
But as Savage's kids grew older, the parenting challenges increased. After one of his kids was caught looking up
pornography on the computer, Savage realized he was facing a crucial moment in his kid's life.
Savage recounts a conversation with his kid in the car, telling him "Listen, what you did is totally reasonable. Being
curious about what people look like naked is a rational and normal response to the world and it is a reasonable
curiosity to have, and I'm not mad."
He went on to tell his son, though, that the decisions he would make now, as a 10-year-old, would shape the rest
of his life.
"So I talked to him about what he saw, and what he felt about what he saw," Savage recounts. "But what I'm
thinking about is the 800-pound gorilla in the room which is not what he saw, but what he's going to see. So I tell
him, ‘You have to be careful out there. It's normal to be curious, but your curiosity is going to pay off with some
unexpected dividends pretty quickly.'
"There's some really awful stuff out there. And I see in his eyes a curiosity and I'm thinking ‘that's NOT what I
want!' So I tell him you'll see things you'll never be able to unsee that will stick in your brain and ruin moments for
you because they'll show up later. And now I see fear in his eyes. And he's 10 at this point and I'm still reasonably
omnipotent to him and I realize I've maybe scared him away from the Internet for a year, but not much longer than
that. So how am I going to prepare him for what he eventually sees?"
Savage says he realized this conversation with his son was a pivotal moment, and that cultural change in our country
begins with conversations just like this one. At that moment Savage knew what he had to say:
"I told him, ‘The thing you have to understand, bud, is that the internet hates women.' And I realize
some of you think that's an incredibly broad brush to paint the Internet with, but let me put it this
way: If you could look into someone's brain the way you search the Internet and the Internet is a
dude, that dude has a problem with women."
Savage's point is profound. As the anti-porn group Fight the New Drug thoroughly points out, pornography is a
deeply harmful societal problem, specifically in how it promotes the objectification, degradation and abuse of
women. On their website, Fight the New Drug explains, "It might seem a little crazy at first to think about, but read
this: A few years ago, a team of researchers looked at 50 of the most popular porn films—the ones bought and rented
most often. Of the 304 scenes the movies contained, 88 percent contained physical violence and 49 percent

contained verbal aggression. On average, only one scene in 10 didn't contain any aggression, and the typical scene
averaged 12 physical or verbal attacks. The amount of violence shown in porn is astonishing, but equally disturbing
is the reaction of the victims. In the study, 95 percent of the victims (almost all of them women) either were neutral
to the abuse or appeared to respond with pleasure."
As society catches up to the damaging effects of pornography, it's increasingly agreeing with what Christianity has
said all along: Pornography is damaging to relationships, degrading to women, and acts like a spiritual cancer that
kills intimacy. Savage, who is an atheist, understands this, and is hoping to guide his kids toward a better life.
"I realized this [understanding of pornography] is the code I want to run in my kid's brain, and he's
old enough to run it. I want him to realize that if he's not a part of the solution, he's part of the
problem. And I want him to think when he's talking to women ‘I'm one of the good ones.'"

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES
V.

GOD'S STEWARDS ARE IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF THE
WORLD.

What does this mean?
God's stewards recognize that the Lord sets them apart from the world and by
the transforming power of the Gospel sends them into the world to live out the
Gospel.
What does God's Word say about this?
Romans 12:2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
John 17:15-18
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. There are
not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into
this world, I have sent them into the world. (cf. John 20:21-23)
Genesis 12:1-3
The LORD said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land
I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.
John 16:33
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.
How is this done?
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will:

Ë

Emphasize how the Gospel transforms stewards' attitudes in, about and toward the world;

Ë

Emphasize the Christian witness of stewards in the decisions that are made; and,

Ë

Encourage the support of appropriate projects and activities both within and outside the church.

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not:
Ë

Limit the scope of Christian stewardship only to "church-related" projects and activities;

Ë

Use spiritually defective approaches and motivations from the world that are based mainly and primarily on
the criterion that they "work;" or,

Ë

Forget the daily tensions and struggles of being God's stewards in but not of the world.

For Your Funny Bone
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
A. Ruth-less.
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A. German Shepherds.
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.
Q. What was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet.
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard throughout
the land. Honda, because the apostles were all in one Accord.
Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.
Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.
Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
A. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.
Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan. The banks were always overflowing.
Q. Who is the greatest baby sitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.
Q. Which Bible character had no parents?
A. Joshua, son of Nun.

Blessed Are The Peacemakers
To
Honor - Support - Give Thanks
For
The Odessa Police Department
April 29th, 2018
4:00pm - 6:00pm
Asbury United Methodist Church
4001 E. University Blvd
Odessa, Texas
Co-Sponsored by

42nd Street Store

Pastor Transitions
As I am sure all of you know by now, I am being reassigned to St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in El Paso.
Many people have asked me how I feel about the new appointment. What I can say is that the prospects of a new
challenge are exciting, but the thought of leaving Asbury is a heart wrenching pain. We have grown together, and
I mean this in many ways. I am a better pastor for having spent the last four years in ministry with you. I have
watched Stephanie come into her own as a pastor’s wife and your encouragement throughout her CLM studies have
made all the difference. Our kids have grown in regular way, but you have allowed them to expand and grow
spiritually and use their own gifts in ministry here at Asbury, and for this I thank you.
While transitions in leadership are both painful and exciting, what I can say to you is that I will never forget the love
and support I have received from all of you individually and as a congregation. You will not be forgotten, but rather
the memories of our time together will be cherished.
So what is next?
You have been assigned a new, young pastor and family. You will have the opportunity to give to him and his
family the same love and support which you have given to us. He and his family will be truly blessed to be in
service here at Asbury.
As for you, here are some things you can do now and in the future:
1st - Pray for Sean! Pray God gives him patience with all the trials of the transition time and peace about
following God’s will and leading.
2nd - Pray for Courtney, his wife. As a family with small children, there is a great deal of adjustment needed.
Also, a pastor’s wife is in a unique position, never knowing what she is to do or not to do. Give her the
freedom to be who God has made her to be. Do not place any preconceived expectations on her. Give her
the freedom to allow God to use her in her own way.
3rd - Pray for their two young daughters. I know all of you! Those kids will feel just like my kids. They will
begin to view many of you as additional grandparents. This is good and they will be blessed because of you.
4th - Pray for your Church! Pray for Asbury! You are here for a purpose and that purpose is Jesus! Never
allow yourself to get distracted or sidetracked from the mission God has entrusted to you as an individual
or all of you as a congregation.
5th - Be Patient! With every leadership change, there will be new ways of doing things, new areas of focus,
and a huge learning curve on everyone’s part. Instead of comparing with the past, look to the future and
what God is doing now in your midst, and be excited.
When you have done all of this, if you think of us from time to time, send up a prayer for us! I assure you we will
be doing the same for you. We know how God can use you and work through you as a congregation. I am excited
to see what He accomplishes in your midst.
Know this! While parting is difficult, we have the assurance that the day will come when we will be together
forever. So will not say goodbye, but only, see you when we get home.
Pastor Russ

