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Grace, peace, and comfort be yours through Jesus Christ our lenten Savior. We have once again made the
transition into a new Church season. The joyous sounds of Christmas Alleluias which filled the air are gone
and the uncomfortable silence of Lent settles in. Lent is upon us and the reality of our sin is clear, yet it is
in our helplessness that we see the true power of the Gospel.
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). This phrase from the pen of
the Apostle Paul is so familiar that I fear we have lost the significance of what it means. A reconciliation
needed to take place. There was a division, a separation, between God and all humanity. This separation
was the result of sin and the reality that sin has very real and hard consequences in this present life and for
all eternity. God looked out of eternity and saw what had happened to us. Having been created perfect and
beautiful in every way, we were now corrupt and ugly, vile and vulgar, hideous haters of God. Our only
motivation was to live for self and seek to avoid the consequences of our sinful actions in this life.
While some are able to avoid most of sins consequences in this life, none can avoid the judgment
of God upon sinners for all eternity. We can hide our sin from other people, but God sees everything we
do and He never forgets! Sin makes us an enemy of God! It causes us to live a life contrary to the will of
God and it can even create a desire in our hearts to love evil and hate what is good. Sin leaves us helpless
before a holy God!
Our sinfulness is the true focus of the Lenten season. Lent is called a penitential season, a season
in which we express true sorrow for our sin. True Christian sorrow for sin is not a result of the
consequences of sin. In fact, true Christ sorrow for sin sets aside the consequences of sin and focuses on
the fact that we have sinned and done what is evil in the sight of our God! Our sin is first and foremost an
offense against God! We have hurt the one who loved and created us. We have spurned His love and
sought to do all which is contrary to His will. We have rejected Him!
Because of our sin there is nothing in us which is worthy of God’s love and mercy. God would have
been justified to send all of humanity to hell and to heap upon us all His wrath forever. But God chose to
save us instead of damn us. He was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. God chose to heal the
division (the sin) which made it impossible for us to have a relationship with Him. He did this through the
shed blood of Jesus.
Think for a moment of all which Jesus actually did for each of us and our salvation:
He descended that we might ascend (John 6:38 & John 14:3).
He became poor that we might become rich (2 Cor. 8:9 & James 2:5).
He was born that we might be born again (John 1:14 & John 3:2).
He became a servant that we might be sons (Phil. 2:7 & Gal. 4:6-7).
He had no home that we might have a home in heaven (Matt. 8:20 & John 14:2).
He was hungry that we might be fed (Matt. 4:2 & John 6:50)
He was thirsty that we might drink of the wells of salvation (John 19:28 & Isa. 12:3).
He was wearied that we might rest ((John 4:6 & Matt. 11:29).
He was stripped that we might be clothed (Matt. 27:28 & 2 Cor. 5:4).

He was forsaken that we might not be forsaken (Matt. 27:46 & Heb. 13:5).
He was sad that we might be glad (Isa. 53:3 & Phil 4:4).
He was bound that we might go free (Matt. 27:2 & John 8:32-36).
He was made sin that we might be made righteous (2 Cor. 5:21).
He died that we might live (John 19:33 & John 5:24-25).
He will come down that we may be caught up (1 Thess. 4:16-17).
Everything which pertains to our salvation was accomplished for us by Jesus Christ in His life, death,
and resurrection. As we stand in the midst of the Lenten season we should reflect upon our sin and
remember that it is because of us, our sin, that Christ suffered on the Cross. We should grieve and mourn
because we caused Him bitter pain and suffering. We should repent and cry out to God for mercy!
We should do all these things, but we need not despair because God HAS reconciled us unto
Himself. In the midst of our remorse we find our hope in the shed blood of Jesus. Through simple faith
in Him we receive forgiveness and we are once again able to stand before a holy God and to be accepted
by Him today and forever.
Pastor Nebhut

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
IN RATLIFF STADIUM
We are excited to announce the participation of
all six Odessa UMC congregations will be jointly
hosting the first Odessa Community Easter
Sunrise Service.
This service will be held at Ratliff Stadium on
Easter Sunday Morning beginning at 7:00am.
The date of Easter this year in April 1st, so we
are hoping for good weather and a great turnout
from the community.
Please mark your calendars and make plans to join us to celebrate the victory of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Asbury United Methodist Church

First United Methodist Church

The Bridge
Mackey Chapel United Methodist Church
Resurrection United Methodist Church
Highland United Methodist Church
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BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES
IV. GOD’S STEWARDS ARE UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET
PROFOUNDLY PLURAL.
What does this mean?
God’s stewards recognize that their lives are not solo performances but are personal
responses to God, lived out within the community of faith to benefit the whole world.
What does God’s Word say about this?
Rom. 12:4-5 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
1 Cor. 12:12-13

1 Pet. 4:10

2 Cor. 8:13-14

Gal. 6:10

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they
form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s
grace in its various forms.
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might
be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the
family of believers. (cf. 6:7-10)

How is this done?
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will:
·

Emphasize the privilege and the accountability this privilege entails of being unique children of God with
specific gifts that honor the Lord and bless others;

·

Recognize the personal and sensitive nature of the steward’s response; and yet emphasize the truth that
Christian stewards are members of the Body of Christ and are in kingdom work together with fellow
Christians; and,

·

Remind Christian stewards that God showers blessings upon those who manage them wisely and well for
the common good.

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will not:
·

Emphasize one aspect or area of church work to the exclusion or detriment of others;

·

Teach or influence in ways which minimize the steward’s connection to and need for the rest of the Body
of Christ; or,

·

Equate stewardship with merely meeting an organization’s budget or financial goal.

Asbury is truly a blessed congregation.
We ended 2017 having done everything we desired to accomplish in our mission of building the
Kingdom of God in our world.
Our General Fund bank balance on December 31st, 2017 was $27,824.57
Income for January 2018 totaled $34,681.00
Expenses for January 2018 totaled $23,030.07
Total gain in General Fund assets was $11,650.93
Thank you for Generously Supporting the Kingdom’s Work

Total Dedicated Fund Balances for January 31st, 2018 is as follows:
Adopt a Mission
Advance Specials

$ 3,228.73
160.00

Asbury Bereavement Fund

2,026.58

Asbury Family Care Fund

1,728.20

Building Use

29.00

Children’s Ministries/VBS

854.20

Flowers

426.97

Fold Sunday School Class

806.29

Insurance

691.03

kitchen Fund

374.70

Landscaping

-377.61

Meditation Garden

208.55

Memorial Fund

1,744.05

Misc In and Out

2,959.85

Mission Blanton Elementary

310.65

Music Ministry

766.61

Property Improvement & Maint.
Scholarship Fund

18,863.93
5,141.00

Staff Appreciation

401.92

Vehicle

295.09

Youth Ministries/Camp
Total Dedicated Accounts

10,465.80
$51,105.54

Pretzels for Lent
The common pretzel was originally designed for use during Lent.
Sometime during the Middle Ages, when Lent was accompanied by
strict bans on dairy products and meat, people subsisted largely on
breads, pastries, soups and vegetables.
Bakers in Germany decided to create a food that would even look
religious — the pretzel. The crossed arms of a pretzel represent a
Christian in prayer.
Place the palm of each hand on the opposite shoulder, so that your forearms cross. That’s the
shape of a pretzel.

I am a Seenager (Senior teenager)
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 55-60 years later.
I don't have to go to school or work.
I get an allowance every month.
I have my own pad.
I don't have a curfew.
I have a driver's license and my own car.
I have ID that gets me into bars and the wine store.
I like the wine store best.

The people I hang around with are not scared of getting pregnant, they
aren't scared of anything, they have been blessed to live this long,
why be scared?
And I don't have acne.
Life is Good! Also, you will feel much more intelligent after reading
this, if you are a Seenager.
Brains of older people are slow because they know so much.

People do not decline mentally with age; it just takes them longer to
recall facts because they have more information in their brains.
Scientists believe this also makes you hard of hearing as it puts
pressure on your inner ear.
Also, older people often go to another room to get something and when
they get there, they stand there wondering what they came for.
It is NOT a memory problem; it is nature's way of making older people
do more exercise.
SO THERE!!

From the mouths of Babes......
A little child in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed the offering plates. When
they neared the pew where he sat, the youngster piped up so that everyone could hear: “Don’t pay
for me Daddy, I’m under five.”
A little boy was attending his first wedding. After the service, his cousin asked him, “How many
women can a man marry?” “Sixteen,” the boy responded. His cousin was amazed that he had an
answer so quickly. “How do you know that?” “Easy,” the little boy said. “All you have to do is add
it up, like the Bishop said: 4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.”
After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy suddenly announced to his mother, “Mom,
I’ve decided to become a minister when I grow up.”
“That’s okay with us, but what made you decide that?”
“Well,” said the little boy, “I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more
fun to stand up and yell, than to sit and listen.”
A 6-year-old was overheard reciting the Lord’s Prayer at a church service: “And forgive us our
trash passes, as we forgive those who passed trash against us.”
A boy was watching his father, a pastor, write a sermon. “How do you know what to say?” he
asked. “Why, God tells me.” “Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?”
A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on and on. Finally she leaned over
to her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?”
After the christening of his baby brother in church, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in the
back seat of the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied,
“That priest said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home, and I want to stay with you guys!”

The following excerpt is from the book “The Traveler’s Gift,” by Andy Andrews.

Decision 2
The Guided Decision
I Will Seek Wisdom.
Knowing that wisdom waits to be gathered, I will actively search her out. My
past can never be changed, but I can change the future by changing my actions
today. I will change my actions today! I will train my eyes and ears to read and
listen to books and recordings that bring about positive changes in my personal
relationships and a greater understanding of my fellow man. No longer will I
bombard my mind with materials that feed my doubts and fears. I will read and
listen only to that which increases my belief in myself and my future.
I will seek wisdom. I will choose my friends with care. I am who my friends
are. I speak their language, and I wear their clothes. I share their opinions and
their habits. From this moment forward, I will choose to associate with people
whose lives and lifestyles I admire. If I associate with chickens, I will learn to
scratch at the ground and squabble over crumbs. If I associate with eagles, I will
learn to soar great heights. I am an eagle. It is my destiny to fly.
I will seek wisdom. I will listen to the counsel of wise men. The words of a wise
man are like raindrops on dry ground. They are precious and quickly used for
immediate results. Only the blade of grass that catches a raindrop will prosper
and grow. The person who ignores wise counsel is like the blade of grass
untouched by the rain—soon to wither and die. When I counsel with myself, I can
only make decisions according to what I already know. By counseling with a
wise man, I add his knowledge and experience to my own and dramatically
increase my success.
I will seek wisdom. I will be a servant to others. A wise man will cultivate a
servant’s spirit, for that particular attribute attracts people like no other. As I
humbly serve others, their wisdom will be freely shared with me. Often, the
person who develops a servant’s spirit becomes wealthy beyond measure. Many
times, a servant has the ear of the king, and a humble servant becomes king for
he is the popular choice of the people. He who serves the most grows the fastest.
I will become a humble servant. I will not look for someone to open my door—I
will look to open the door for someone. I will not be distressed when no one is
available to help me—I will be excited when I am available to help.
I will be a servant to others. I will listen to the counsel of wise men. I will
choose my friends with care.

I will seek wisdom.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT. . . . . . . .
Windshield Message from a Child
One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main streets of town, taking those extra precautions necessary
when the roads are wet and slick. Suddenly, my daughter, Aspen, spoke up from her relaxed position in the seat,
“Dad, I’m thinking of something.”
This announcement usually meant she had been pondering some fact for a while and was now ready to expound all
that her six-year-old mind had discovered. I was eager to hear. “What are you thinking?” I asked.
“The rain,” she began, “is like sin and the windshield wipers are like God wiping our sins away.”
After the chill bumps raced up my arms, I was able to respond. “That’s really good, Aspen.” Then my curiosity
broke in. How far would this little girl take this revelation? So I asked, “Do you notice how the rain keeps on
coming? What does that tell you?”
Aspen didn’t hesitate one moment with her answer: “We keep on sinning and God just keeps on forgiving us.”
I will always remember this whenever I turn my wipers on. Isn’t it distressing to know, that when you relay this
message to others, you will not tell it to many because you’re not sure what they believe or what they will think of
you for telling them.
Funny how we can be more worried about what other people think of us than what God thinks of us.
ARE YOU THINKING???? Are you going to tell two people? Are you going to tell anyone at all?
In order to see the rainbow, you must first endure some rain.

SOMETHING FOR THE “FUNNY BONE”
MICE IN CHURCH
Three pastors met and were talking over the conditions at their churches.
The first pastor said, “You know, since summer started, I’ve been having trouble with mice in my church. I’ve tried
everything ---- noise, cats, spray ---- nothing seems to scare them away.”
The second pastor said, “Yeah, my church too. There are hundreds of them living in the church basement. I’ve set
traps and even called in an expert exterminator. Nothing has worked so far.”
The third pastor explained that he had been experiencing the same problem but he had found a solution to his
problem. I tried all the things that you two have but to no avail. This was my solution to the problem. He said, “I
baptized all of the mice in our church and made them members. I haven’t seen one of them since that day.”

ADAM’S SUIT
A little boy opened the big and old family Bible with fascination. He looked intently at the old pages as he turned
them. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked it up and looked at it closely.
It was an old leaf from a tree that had been pressed between the pages. With excitement he ran to show his mother.
“Momma, look what I found!” the little boy called out. “What have you got there, dear?” His mother asked. With
astonishment in his young voice, he answered: “I think it’s Adam’s suit!”

THIS PASTOR HAS GUTS!!!!!
Minister, Joe Wright, was asked to open the new session of the Kansas Senate with prayer.
Everyone was expecting the usual generalities; but, this is what they heard:
“Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and to seek your
direction and guidance. We know Your Word says, ‘Woe to those who call evil good,’ but
that is exactly what we have done.
We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values.
We confess that we have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your Word and call it
Pluralism.
We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.
We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.
We have killed the unborn and called it justice.
We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.
We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self esteem.
We have abused power and called it politics.
We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition.
We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of
expression.
We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it
enlightenment.
Search us, Oh, God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free.
Guide and bless these men and women who have been sent to direct us to the center of Your
will and to openly ask these things in the name of Your Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen!!”
The response was immediate. A number of legislators walked out during the prayer in
protest. In six short weeks, Central Christian Church, where Rev. Wright is pastor, logged
more than 5,000 phone calls with only 47 of those calls responding negatively. The church
is now receiving international requests for copies of this prayer from India, Africa, and
Korea.
Commentator Paul Harvey aired this prayer on his radio program, “The Rest of the Story,”
and received a larger response to this program than any other he has ever aired. With the
Lord’s help, may this prayer sweep over our nation and wholeheartedly become our desire
so that we again can be called “one nation under God.”
If possible, please pass this prayer on to your friends. “If you don’t stand for something, you
will fall for anything.”

I ASKED GOD....
I asked God to take away my habit. God said, No.
It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.
I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God said, No.
His spirit is whole, his body is only temporary.
I asked God to grant me patience. God said, No.
Patience is a by-product of tribulations; it isn’t granted, it is learned.
I asked God to give me happiness. God said, No.
I give you blessings; Happiness is up to you.
I asked God to spare me pain. God said, No.
Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to me.
I asked God to make my spirit grow. God said, No.
You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to make you fruitful.
I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life. God said, No.
I will give you life, so that you may enjoy all things.
I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as He loves me.
God said..... Ahhhh, finally you have the idea!!!!

The Baptist Baptism....
The young son of a Baptist minister was in church one morning when he saw for the first time
baptism by immersion. He was greatly interested in it and the next morning proceeded to
baptize.....you guessed it... his three cats in the bathtub.
The youngest kitten bore it very well and so did the younger cat; but, the old family tom cat
rebelled.
The old feline struggled with the boy, clawed and tore his skin and finally got away. With
considerable effort, the boy caught the old tom again and proceeded with the “ceremony.” The cat
acted worse then ever, clawing and spitting, and scratching the boy’s face.
Finally......after barely getting the cat splattered with water, he dropped him on the floor in disgust
and said, “Fine, be a METHODIST if you want to!!!!”

Graceless at Grandma’s.....
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother’s house. Everyone
was seated around the table as the food was being served. When little Johnny received his plate,
he started eating right away.
“Johnny, wait until we say our prayer,” his mother reminded him. “I don’t have to,” the little boy
replied.
“Of course you do,” his mother insisted, “we say a prayer before eating at our house.”
“That’s at our house,” Johnny explained, “but this is Grandma’s house and she knows how to
cook!!!”

Moot Question....
A visiting minster waxed eloquently during the offertory prayer. “Dear Lord,” he began, with arms
extended toward heaven and a rapturous look on his upturned face. “Without you we are but
dust.....” He would have continued, but at that moment my very obedient daughter (who was
listening!) leaned over to me and asked quite loudly in her shrill little girl voice, “Mom, what is
butt dust?”

The Annual United Methodist Men’s
Palm Sunday Luncheon
The annual Palm Sunday Lunch will once again be sponsored by
the Asbury United Methodist Men’s Club.
This is our men’s clubs primary fund raiser for the year. Each year the men raise money and
use their proceeds to fund numerous organizations in our community.
Please plan on joining us on March 25th immediately following the 11:00am service for a
wonderful lunch as we enter into Holy Week.

Holy Week Schedule
March 25th

March 30th

March 31st

April 1st

Palm Sunday
9:00am Traditional Service
11:00am Instrumental Praise
12:00pm UMM Palm Sunday
Luncheon

Good Friday
Service 7:00pm

Holy Saturday
Easter Egg Hunt
Murry Fly Park

Easter Sunday
7:00am Sunrise Service
Ratliff Stadium
11:00am Asbury Easter Service

URGENT NEWS
Our New Mexico Annual Conference is doing something new!
The New Mexico Annual Conference is organizing a Conference Youth Choir for Jr. High & High School Students.
WHY?

Our churches have youth with talents, gifts, service abilities, and High-Impact Presence to give voice
to The Church.

WHAT?

A new leadership training option for our young people to use their VOICE to go "fishing" for the
Kingdom in their unique ways.

WHO?

Middle School and High School students throughout this Conference with an interest in music,
drama, dance, public speaking, art, performance design, and theater technical arts:
sound/lighting/graphics/program design.

WHERE?

Rehearsal locations are offered around the conference, including Sacramento Camp and Conference
Center, for advance preparation during the spring season to enhance the final offering of this new
choir at Annual Conference 2018 in Albuquerque NM.

WHEN?

Registration and participation fee will be due by March 1, 2018.
(Please contact Dacia if you need an extension.)

Registrants will receive a packet of music and instructions soon after. This packet will include dates, locations, and
details for spring rehearsals. One spring rehearsal will be REQUIRED for each participant. Below is an outline of
that location schedule:
Sacramento Camp/Conf Center -----------------March 10th
Odessa, TX @ Asbury UMC----------------------March 24th
El Paso, TX @ Trinity UMC -----------------------April 21st
Albuquerque, NM @ Mountainside UMC ------May 6th
These spring rehearsals will run from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. The purpose of these rehearsals will be to introduce and
work the music and other details lined out for our eventual performances and/or worship services in June.
The Main Event:

This newly formed leadership group will then gather in full for concentrated rehearsals at
Sacramento Camp June 8th for 2 nights. Following the rehearsals at the camp the choir will
travel June 10th through 12th. This will be a slow journey to Albuquerque with concerts and
an outreach experience along the way.

The Big Finish:

Cost:

The primary goal for this experience is to end this mini choir tour with leadership at Annual
Conference in Albuquerque, June 13-15, 2018. The group will have their own schedule of
rehearsals, group activities, etc., during Annual Conference, while also being in leadership
at some of the Annual Conference worship and meeting settings.

This first year efforts are being made to keep the tour itinerary simple and economical in terms of
rehearsal and performance locations, lodging, food, entertainment, etc. This will offer an opportunity
to learn as we go for our 2019 choir tour. With that in mind, the fee for the June 8th through June
15th will be $250 for students and adults. This will help cover Sacramento fees, meals (some being
provided picnic style in-house and/or potluck by a couple of churches), travel expenses, and budget
lodging (such as sleeping bags on church floors).

Service Project:

Another goal for this group experience includes a service project for our teens to put some
of their skills into action. Negotiations are in process for leading a 3 hour day-camp for
children in the community of our June 11th performance site. This day-camp will focus on
spiritual growth through performance and worship arts for children in this church and
possibly include other children and youth support agencies from that community. This is
"Creative Outreach", if you will. The day-camp would be followed by a Worship Arts service
where the participants lead alongside the choir members, sharing what they learned during
their day-camp activities.

Ways your church can help:
WE NEED ADULTS with availability June 8th - 15th. Help will be needed with driving, chaperoning 24 hr days,
food organization and preparation, as well as TLC substitute parenting throughout the entire event. If these adults
are performance-oriented in any way and currently safe sanctuary trained that's even better!!
PLEASE NOTE: ALL PARTICIPANTS 18 AND OLDER WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE A BACKGROUND
CHECK ON FILE FOR PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROJECT.
FINANCIAL SUPPORT:

CHURCH VANS:

Churches, can you offer any financial support for students or adults that might want
to participate, but need financial support to make it possible?

Do any of you have church vans that could be used for transporting conference participants
from your surrounding area?

CONTACT: The director for this event is Dacia Lust. Dacia is one of our conference CLMs, as well as a director
and teacher for the Conference music camp, MUSIC ON THE MOUNTAIN, for the past 7 summers.
She has also recently joined the Annual Conference Worship Design Team and is working on this
new project in conjunction with the leadership of that team. All registrants will receive information
packets about adult teachers and leaders to be overseeing this project.

REGISTER AT SACRAMENTO ASSEMBLY WEBSITE
https://sacramentoassembly.campbrainregistration.com/
Dacia's contact info: keysandkords@hotmail.com 505-554-8598 voice message or text

What Does a Way Forward Look Like for the NM Conference?
Dear Friends and Colleagues in Ministry,
As you are likely aware, our denomination is facing uncertain times as we struggle
through debates over human sexuality-essentially how and whether we are going to
include gay and lesbian persons in ministry and the life of the church and how and
whether we might maintain unity in the face of such diverse opinions, preferences, and
practices.
The task of navigating us through this time has been taken up by our Council of Bishops and a specially
appointed Commission on a Way Forward, which is a special, called session of the General Conference
scheduled for February of 2019. While the Commission continues their work, the Council of Bishops has
asked annual conferences to foster "listening sessions" for preliminary feedback on the proposed way
forward (currently summarized in three loose "sketches"). We have scheduled four such listening sessions
with members of our delegation throughout the New Mexico Annual Conference for this spring:
Feb. 18 - Western Hills UMC in El Paso at 3:00 pm
March 4 - First UMC in Odessa at 3:00 pm
March 18 - First UMC in Clovis at 3:00 pm
April 22 - Central UMC in Albuquerque at 3:00 pm
While this divisive topic can raise anxiety levels, I believe it is right and fitting for us to gather for some
further conversation and "conferencing" in the spirit of our on-going sharing that began last year at Annual
Conference and the conversations from Bishop Bledsoe's Fall Itineration. As I shared at the Annual
Conference session, part of what makes a conference a conference is that we talk, we discuss, we interact
with each other (even when it is challenging).
One word of caution, however: because the work of the Commission is as-yet unfinished, our time together
this spring will not be a debate, nor will we conclude our time together by taking votes or registering
preferences. Our objective will simply be to share the information about where we are and where our
denomination is in this process, learn more about the "sketches" currently being developed and proposed
for a Way Forward, and discuss (together and with our delegation) how and where our values, our hopes,
and our fears lie as the people called Methodist in New Mexico and far West Texas.
I ask for your fervent prayers for the Commission's work, for our delegation members, for our Bishop, and
for all who would lead us. I hope you make plans to join one of our listening sessions and I look forward
to seeing you there.
As always, I am grateful to be in ministry with you all!
In Christ,
Randall
Randall Partin, Provost

Blessed Are The
Peacemakers
To

Honor - Support - Give Thanks
For

The Odessa Police Department
April 29th, 2018
4:00pm - 6:00pm

Asbury United Methodist Church
4001 E. University Blvd
Odessa, Texas

