FEBRUARY 2018
Asbury United Methodist
4001 E. University Blvd
Odessa, TX 79762

Grace and Peace be yours in Christ Jesus our Lord. This month as we begin to focus our attention on the
events of Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent, I would ask of you to indulge me as you pastor to speak
to you from my heart for a time.
Having now been here at Asbury for almost four years, I believe I have come to a point to know most of
the members of our congregation fairly well. I have been with you through times of joy and times of
sadness. We have celebrated together and we have cried together. I trust you have seen me as a man and
as a pastor who is devoted to his family and dedicated to the ministry of the Gospel here at Asbury. It goes
without saying that you have seen my mistakes and at times your patience with me has been extraordinary.
I hope you have truly heard me when I have said the words "I'm sorry."
What we have experienced together is life as God's people! Our life together is filled with all the joys and
excitement God has to give. We also share together the difficult times which life in this fallen, sinful world
throw at us. We sometimes fail those we love the most and find ourselves seeking to rebuild relationships.
This is real life! It is not make believe or pretend! It is real and it is at times a hard reality that our world
is not perfect, our church is not perfect, and we are not perfect.
The difference between we who confess Christ and the unbelievers in this world who do not know Him, is
that we have no illusions of perfection in this life. We do, however, have the one special ability which the
world will never understand apart from Christ. We have a personal understanding of forgiveness and the
ability to extend forgiveness to those who offend and hurt us. Forgiveness is at the heart of our relationship
with God and it is at the heart of our relationship with each other.
I often sit and speak of forgiveness with couples who are looking forward to marriage as well as those who
are in the midst of marriage difficulties. The dilemma is that we are quick to speak forgiveness and very
slow to actually give it to another.
Think for a moment what our life before God would be like if He forgave us in the same way we forgive
those around us. Lets say God does not throw our sins away as far as the East is from the West (Ps 103:12).
Oh, God says He forgives you but He keeps your sins handy in order to remember what you did in your
past. Or what about Psalm 51:7; "Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean cleaner then I was; Wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow somewhat whiter than I use to be." Would verses like these bring
comfort to your troubled heart? Would the fear of God's wrath and judgment be taken away if you believed
God kept a record of all your sins?
Thanks be to God we have a Savior from sin Whose shed blood means that we are totally and completely
forgiven of all our sins. This great Scriptural truth has been called "the forgetfulness of God." God forgives

and because of His great forgiveness for us He chooses to forget all of our sin. God makes the decision out
of His love for us to remember our sins no more.
We pray in the Lord's Prayer for God to "forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us." Can
we really pray this wanting it to be true when we bear un-forgiveness toward one another? I fear we have
become so accustomed to making up the rules of our religion we have forgotten what faith is all about. We
are called by God be His children, who bear the image of His Son, Jesus Christ, Romans 8. This image is
to be manifested in our lives today by how we live and relate to one another as Christians and in the future
by bearing His image full on the day of resurrection.
The whole leadership of our congregation beginning with myself as pastor along with the elected
leaders are devoted to living out the image of Christ Jesus for all to see. It is my desire as your pastor to
grow in my understanding of forgiveness and to assist you in doing the same. I pray in the months ahead,
as we reflect on what this year has been like for our congregation, we will see where we have grown in our
ability to forgive and rejoice even more fully in the forgiveness God has for us.
Pastor Nebhut

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES
III. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE SAINTS AND SINNERS.
What does this mean?
God's stewards rejoice in and live out what the Lord has declared them to be through
the cross. At the same time His stewards recognize they are sinners who fight sin and
its consequences each day.
What does God's Word say about this?
Eph. 4:22-24 You were taught, which regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new
self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (cf. Col. 3:5-17)
Rom. 7:21-25 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner
being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to
God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in
the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
1 John 3:1-2

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends,
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
How is this done?

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will:
!
!
!

Recognize that the potential for great good, or great evil, lies in the way stewardship is presented and
received;
Evaluate carefully all communication, oral or written, according to the proper distinction between Law and
Gospel, and in keeping with the biblical truth that each steward is at the same time saint and sinner; and,
Offer varying opportunities for Christian stewards to grow, recognizing that they are at different points of
spiritual maturity.

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not:
!
!
!

Assume that, because we are dealing with Christians, we can set aside the proper application of Law and
Gospel in serving God's stewards;
See all Christians as being at the same maturity level; or,
Use any approach to stewards that appeals to the sinful nature, selfish interest, or something other than faith
active in love.

Funny But True
}

Funny how a $100 "looks" so big when you take it to church, but so small when you take it to the mall.

}

Funny how long it takes to serve God for an hour, but how quickly a team plays 60 minutes of basketball.

}

Funny how long a couple of hours spent at church are, but how short they are when watching a movie.

}

Funny how we can't think of anything to say when we pray, but don't have difficulty thinking of things to talk
about to a friend.

}

Funny how we get thrilled when a baseball game goes into extra innings, but we complain when a sermon is
longer than the regular time.

}

Funny how hard it is to read a chapter in the bible, but how easy it is to read 100 pages of a best selling novel.

}

Funny how people want to get a front seat at any game or concert, but scramble to get a back seat at church
services.

}

Funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks advance notice to fit a church event into our schedule, but can adjust our
schedule for other events at the last moment.

}

Funny how hard it is for people to learn a simple gospel well enough to tell others, but how simple it is for the
same people to understand and repeat gossip.

}

Funny how we believe what the newspaper says, but question what the Bible says.

}

Funny how everyone wants to go to heaven provided they do not have to believe, or think, or say, or do anything.

}

Funny how you can send a thousand jokes through e-mail and watch it spread like wildfire, but when you start
sending messages regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing.
FUNNY, ISN'T IT ? Are you laughing? Are you thinking?

Little Eyes Often See Things Differently
A pastor was walking through a store and came upon some preschool children. One
of the little boys, about three or four stopped and looked at him and his clerical clothes and
asked, “Why do you dress funny?” He told them that he was a pastor and that this is the
uniform pastors wear.
Then he pointed to the pastor’s plastic collar and asked, “Does it hurt” “Do you have
a Boo-boo?” The pastor was perplexed till he realized that to him the collar looked like a
bandage. So the pastor took it off to show him. On the back of the collar are raised letter
giving the name of the manufacturer. The little guy felt the letter, and the pastor asked, “Do
you know what those words say?” “Yes I do,” said the little boy who was not old enough to
read. Peering intently at the letters he said, “It says, ‘kills ticks and fleas up to six months!’”

This Year our Ash Wednesday service will include both the imposition of ashes and the
celebration fo the Lord’s Supper.
The use of ashes is part of the heritage of God’s people who throughout the Old Testament
are seen repenting in sackcloth and ashes. The imposition of ashes today reminds us of our
sinfulness and the ultimate result of the fall into sin, our physical death. “For dust you are
and to dust you shall return” are the words we hear as the ashes are put upon our foreheads.
May we through this ancient ritual be reminded once more of our total dependance upon
God.

Abraham Lincoln's Spiritual Wisdom
During the Civil War, a delegation came to confer with him about the conflict.
Sometime during the meeting a minister said to President Lincoln, "I hope that the Lord
is on our side." The President amazed the group with his response. "I don't agree with
you," he said to the pastor. "I am not at all concerned about that, for we know that the
Lord is always on the side of the right. But it is my constant anxiety and prayer that I and
the nation should be on the Lord's side."
Carl Sandburg in Abraham Lincoln, The War Years (III)

A Startling Confession
In his excellent book, What's So Amazing About Grace?, the gifted writer, Philip Yancey, tells about going to Russia
in 1991 with a group of American Christians. One evening they listened to the then vice-chairman of the KGB, Gen.
Nikolai Stolyarov, speak. Right off, the general confessed that the Russian leadership in the past had been wary of
Christians who practiced their faith seriously. He said that in the teaching of scientific atheism, the claim was made
that religion divides people. "Now," he continued, "we see the opposite: love for God can only unite." He said further
that "political questions cannot be decided until there is sincere repentance, a return to faith by the people."
Philip Yancey said that upon hearing that confession, "Our heads spun." When the time for questions came,
Joel Nederhood, a Christian Reformed Church pastor, remembering the many Christians who had been imprisoned
by the Soviets, asked this question: "General, your agency, of course, is responsible for overseeing the prisons,
including the one located in the basement of this building. How do you respond to that past?"
Gen. Stolyarov answered: "I have spoken of repentance. This is an essential step .... The time has come to
repent of that past. We have broken the Ten Commandments, and for this we pay today."

Say, “I love you.”
All of us who have ever loved or been loved know that the words “I love you” can never
be spoken too often. For some of us who have weathered the hurts of broken relationships,
saying, “I love you,” for the first time again is one of the most frightening things we will
ever do.
Saying “I love you” out loud is an important milestone in any relationship — whether you
are
• whispering it to a new sweetheart,
• promising it to a new child,
• admitting it to an estranged parent,
• offering it to a lonely friend,
• revealing it to a rival sibling.
Saying “I love you” once is never enough. It is just the beginning. We must say “I love you” over and over
again — we must hear “I love you” over and over again — before we begin to trust the reality of those words and
before we can feel the weight of the love that lies behind them.

Unique Revelations From Scripture
During this Lenten season I would like to give you something to think about and
ponder! Most of us have known for a long time that the names given to people
in the Bible often have meaning. I would like for you to understand the names
given to those who are first mentioned in the Bible reveal a unique message to
the world.
Here is a listing of the first generations:
Adam begot Seth! Seth begot Enosh! Enosh begot Cainan! Cainan begot Mahalalel! Mahalalel begot
Jared.
Jared begot Enoch. Enoch begot Methuselah. Methuselah begot Lamech. Lamech begot Noah!
Creation
|
|
to
the
|
|
|
|
Flood

Adam
Seth
Enosh
Cainan
Mahalalel
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
Lamech
Noah

Now look at the meanings of each of the names given our first ancestors!
Name
Meaning of the Name
Adam
“Man”
Seth
“Appointed”
Enosh
“Mortal”
Cainan
“Sorrow”
Mahalalel
“The Blessed God”
Jared
“Shall Come Down”
Enoch
“Teaching”
Methuselah “His Death Shall Bring”
Lamech
“The Despairing”
Noah
“Comfort”
Now, Read the genealogy as a sentence or message from God to us!
“Man (has) Appointed Mortal Sorrow; (but) The Blessed God shall come
down Teaching, (and) His death shall bring the despairing Comfort.”

“For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” (Jn. 3:16)

Matt & Alicia Lippman
Feb. 14th

Gwen Guidry 6th
Margaret Weaver7th
Lara Buckingham 12th
Joy Bolding 14th
Cherryna Little 14th
Belinda Richey 15th
David Stevenson 15th
James Cornell 17th
Taylor Vickery 17th
Roy Hefflin 23rd
Alexander Boring 26th

The following excerpt is from the book “The Traveler’s Gift,” by Andy Andrews.

Decision 1
The Responsible Decision
The Buck Stops Here
From this moment forward, I will accept responsibility for my past. I understand that
the beginning of wisdom is to accept the responsibility for my own problems and that by
accepting responsibility for my past, I free myself to move into a bigger, brighter future of
my own choosing.
Never again will I blame my parents, my spouse, my boss, or employees for my present
situation. Neither my education or lack of one, my genetics, or the circumstantial ebb and
flow of everyday life will affect my future in a negative way. If I allow myself to blame these
uncontrollable forces for my lack of success, I will be forever caught in a web of the past.
I will look forward. I will not let my history control my destiny.
The buck stops here. I accept responsibility for my past. I am responsible for my
success. I am where I am today—mentally, physically, spiritually, emotionally, and
financially—because of decisions I have made. My decisions have always been governed
by my thinking. Therefore, I am where I am today—mentally, physically, spiritually,
emotionally, and financially—because of how I think. Today I will begin the process of
changing where I am—mentally, physically, spiritually, emotionally, and financially—by
changing the way I think.
My thoughts will be constructive, never destructive. My mind will live in the solutions
of the future. It will not dwell in the problems of the past. I will seek the association of those
who are working and striving to bring about positive changes in the world. I will never seek
comfort by associating with those who have decided to be comfortable.
When faced with the opportunity to make a decision, I will make one. I understand that
God did not put in me the ability to always make right decisions. He did, however, put in me
the ability to make a decision and then make it right. The rise and fall of my emotional tide
will not deter me from my course. When I make a decision, I will stand behind it. My energy
will go into making the decision. I will waste none on second thoughts. My life will not be an
apology. It will be a statement.
The buck stops here. I control my thoughts. I control my emotions.
In the future, when I am tempted to ask the question “Why me?”, I will immediately
counter with the answer: “Why not me?” Challenges are a gift, an opportunity to learn.
Problems are the common thread running through the lives of great men and women. In
times of adversity, I will not have a problem to deal with, I will have a choice to make. My
thoughts will be clear. I will make the right choice. Adversity is preparation for greatness.
I will accept the preparation. Why me? Why not me? I will be prepared for something great!
I accept responsibility for my past. I control my thoughts. I control my emotions. I
am responsible for my success.

The buck stops here.

Why Go To Church
If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this!
If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it.
If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no
sense to go to church every Sunday.
He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 3,000
sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting
my time, the preachers and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all".
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column.
Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.
But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.
But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.
If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something!
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!
IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL !
B. I. B L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!
When you are about to forward this to others, the devil will discourage you.
So go on! Forward this to people who are DEAR to you and TRUST GOD.

Training for Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC)

or Pastor Parish
Relations Committee (PPRC) has been scheduled for all church council leadership, lay leaders,
committee chairs and members by El Paso District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Eddie Rivera.
This training is in accordance with the Book of Discipline, 258.15, "Committee members should
make themselves available for educational and training opportunities provided by the conference,
district, and/or other arenas that will enable them to be effective in their work."
Four opportunities are available for training from Rev. Dr. Rivera. Each session will contain the
same information, including, the primary task of the PPRC, how to work with the church council,
and skills that are needed for leadership.
Please RSVP directly to me, Melissa Thacker, by email or phone, the dates that you and other
members will be attending the training.
February 13th, 12:00 pm, Ft. Stockton, First UMC
February 14th, 6:00 pm, The Bridge, Odessa
Melissa Thacker: District Administrative Assistant to the Albuquerque, Clovis, & El Paso District
Superintendents
NM Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
11816 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112 / 505-255-8786 ph /melissa@nmconfum.com

Medical Equipment Available
The church has had a couple of wheelchairs and
a couple of walkers donated for anyone’s use. If
you our someone you know has a need for one,
please contact the church office. They are stored
at the church and free for anyone who needs
them.

For best results (in life), this garden should be planted every day:
Five rows of "P"easPreparedness,
Promptness,
Perseverance,
Politeness,
Prayer.
Three rows of squashSquash goosip
Squash criticism
Squash in difference

Five rows of lettuceLet us love one another
Let us be faithful
Let us be loyal
Let us be unselfish
Let us be trufhful
And three rows of turnips--Turn up for church
Turn up with a new idea
Turn up with the determination to do a
better job tomorrow than you did today

Do You Know Your Hymns?
Dentist's Hymn……………………….………Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman's Hymn……………………There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor's Hymn …………………………………...The Church Foundation
The Taylor's Hymn ………………….……………………... Holy, Holy, Holy
The Golfer's Hymn…………………..………..There is a Green Hill Far Away
The Politician's Hymn……………….………………….Stand on the Promises
Optometrist's Hymn………………….………Open My Eyes That I Might See
The IRS Agent's Hymn………………..……………….…….....I Surrender All
The Gossip's Hymn …………………...……………………….…….Pass It On
The Electrician's Hymn………………...………………………..Send the Light
The Shopper's Hymn…………………...…………………..Sweet Bye and Bye
The Realtor's Hymn………….....……I've Got a Mansion Just Over the Hilltop
The Massage Therapist's Hymn…………....…………….…….He Touched Me
The Doctor's Hymn………………………...……..……….The Great Physician
AND a few hymns for those who speed on the highway:
45 mph…………………………………………….God Will Take Care of You
65 mph…………………….…………….……………….Near My God to Thee
85 mph……………………………………………This World is Not My Home
95 mph……………………………..…………………Load, I'm Coming Home
100 mph ……………………………………………………Precious Memories

Movie Night at Asbury
PRICELESS is a powerful story of James Stevens who was, at one time, a good man with a great life -but that was then and this is now. After the tragic death of his wife and losing custody of his little girl,
James is at the darkest crossroad of his life. Angry, desperate, and unable to hold down a steady job, he
agrees to drive a box truck on a shady, one-time trip cross country for cash -- no questions asked. But
when he discovers what he is delivering is actually who, he is compelled to save two beautiful and
frightened sisters who are unaware of the danger that awaits them. Can love, strength, and faith redefine
his past and change the course of his future? This unlikely hero risks it all to save these women, confront
the forces that oppose him and ultimately discover the life he was meant to live.

This Movie Was Produced As A Means To Increase Awareness Of
Human Trafficking!

Priceless
Asbury United Methodist Sanctuary
7:00pm
February 9th, 2018

Flowers For Our Worship Services
The 2018 FLOWER CALENDAR is now on the kiosk (post table) in the narthex. The
flowers on the altar each Sunday remind us of God's beautiful creation so thank you for
considering this contribution. Maybe you would like would like to be a part of bringing
this beauty to the altar area as a way of celebrating a birthday or anniversary, or
honoring a special person or to memorialize a loved one. The cost of each arrangement
is $20 paid to the church office. Your payment, at the time that you sign up, is
appreciated. Envelopes are provided to drop in the offering plate or for mailing. If paying by check or cash, please
note that the amount is for flowers and specify the date you've completed on the calendar. The altar table can only
accommodate two flower arrangements and that is why there are just two spaces provided for each Sunday. If you
would like a rose on the altar for the birth of a baby or the recent passing of a loved one, please contact the church
office (432-366-4455) or Debbie Garrett-432-362-7507.

Dear Asbury Family,
"And may the Lord reward you for your kindness..." Ruth 1:8.
Appreciation" gift. We appreciate each and every one of you!
In Christian Love,
Chris Brokaw
Cody Griffin
Sarah Griffin
Oscar Lopez (and family)

Thank you so much for the generous "Staff

Elaine Miller
Kim Nowlin
Thomas Ornelas

Dear Asbury Friends and Family:
Thank you so much for the very generous staff appreciation gift. It is an honor to serve at Asbury and make a joyful
noise unto the Lord in worship! May His Spirit be ever present in our church and its outreach!
Sincerely, Belinda Richey.
From Barbara:
Dear Asbury family,
It is such a joy to serve God with this fellowship of Christians at Asbury. Thank you so much for your generous gift
of gratitude for this joy in musical experience with you.
Love in Christ, Barbara

The Super Bowl is almost here and once again Asbury will host the Super Bowl of Caring!
The sacks will be handed out on Sunday, January 28th. The goal is to fill your sack with nonparishable food items and bring the sacks back to church on Super Bowl Sunday, February
4th. The food in the sacks will go to Mackey Chapel United Methodist Church on the
Southside of Odessa for their food pantry.
Please join us in seeking to provide for people in our community who are in need!

Do You Want Some Clarity?
Our beloved United Methodist Church has been locked in conflict
for the past several years concerning the issues surrounding “human
sexuality.”
The last General Conference (World Wide meeting of the church which is held every 4 years) voted
to table any action concerning the issue, and instead formed a committee to study the issue. The
Way Forward committee will be presenting a plan or plans to the Council of Bishops and their plan
will be presented at a special “called” General Council meeting in February, 2019.
The new pastor (Rev. Todd Salzwedel) at First Methodist, Odessa, is a delegate to the General
Conference. He has unique insights to the challenges facing our church and he will be hosting an
open discussion on February 4th, beginning at 12:15pm in the fellowship hall of First Methodist.
Any members of area churches who desire to attend this meeting are invited to do so.
I assure you, this will be a much more open and frank discussion than the one scheduled by the
Conference office which will take place on March 4th.
Pastor Russ

What Does a Way Forward Look Like for the NM Conference?
Dear Friends and Colleagues in Ministry,
As you are likely aware, our denomination is facing uncertain times as we struggle
through debates over human sexuality-essentially how and whether we are going to
include gay and lesbian persons in ministry and the life of the church and how and
whether we might maintain unity in the face of such diverse opinions, preferences, and
practices.
The task of navigating us through this time has been taken up by our Council of Bishops and a specially
appointed Commission on a Way Forward, which is a special, called session of the General Conference
scheduled for February of 2019. While the Commission continues their work, the Council of Bishops has
asked annual conferences to foster "listening sessions" for preliminary feedback on the proposed way
forward (currently summarized in three loose "sketches"). We have scheduled four such listening sessions
with members of our delegation throughout the New Mexico Annual Conference for this spring:
Feb. 18 - Western Hills UMC in El Paso at 3:00 pm
March 4 - First UMC in Odessa at 3:00 pm
March 18 - First UMC in Clovis at 3:00 pm
April 22 - Central UMC in Albuquerque at 3:00 pm
While this divisive topic can raise anxiety levels, I believe it is right and fitting for us to gather for some
further conversation and "conferencing" in the spirit of our on-going sharing that began last year at Annual
Conference and the conversations from Bishop Bledsoe's Fall Itineration. As I shared at the Annual
Conference session, part of what makes a conference a conference is that we talk, we discuss, we interact

with each other (even when it is challenging).
One word of caution, however: because the work of the Commission is as-yet unfinished, our time together
this spring will not be a debate, nor will we conclude our time together by taking votes or registering
preferences. Our objective will simply be to share the information about where we are and where our
denomination is in this process, learn more about the "sketches" currently being developed and proposed
for a Way Forward, and discuss (together and with our delegation) how and where our values, our hopes,
and our fears lie as the people called Methodist in New Mexico and far West Texas.
I ask for your fervent prayers for the Commission's work, for our delegation members, for our Bishop, and
for all who would lead us. I hope you make plans to join one of our listening sessions and I look forward
to seeing you there.
As always, I am grateful to be in ministry with you all!
In Christ,
Randall
Randall Partin, Provost

