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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
"We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thessalonians 1:3

Christmas is a time of celebration - of wonderful memories of family times, and what God has done in sending His
Son to earth. Of course, Christmas is also a hectic time with long lists and many expectations that can transform a
season of celebration into a stress-filled and painful time of increasing isolation.  Focusing on getting everything
done can overwhelm connecting with people.

And then, if you think of the New Year, the pressure can be close to the breaking point. Focusing on details is
important, but that focus can lead to despair, if you are not careful.

How much better it is to follow the ‘flow chart’ that Paul wrote in the passage above. You see, in this passage, God
helps us to remember why we are doing the things we are doing, so that we keep the joy of Christmas and the
celebration of the New Year in our hearts and minds beyond our momentary celebration.

First - the reason we do anything this time of year is because of our faith - “your work produced by faith” - as the
text says. What we do in all our preparation is because we believe that God did send Jesus.

Second, the events we plan take work. We want things to go well, people to enjoy time together, the food to be good,
the decorations beautiful - all of which takes labor prompted by love. The reason we work at all this is because we
love the people which we will see and spend time with.

Third, and truth be told, there are some long days and/or nights when we are pushing to get things done.  How many
hours did all of us work to get the shopping done or our homes ready. It took endurance, inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ to keep on going. We know that our lives are secure in the Lord, not only each day, but also forever.
When we know, believe, and trust in our Savior with all our hearts and minds, we are able to do  many things that
would stop us if we did not reflect on spending eternity with the Lord.

2017 has been a good year. God has blessed us with many things to celebrate: dedicated staff and volunteers, many
new friendly faces, and by God’s grace we celebrated baptisms and weddings.  There were also many challenges
through this past year!  We laid many faithful children of God to rest.  All those who are gone will be truly missed
at every Christmas and New Year celebrations to come.

2018 is going to be a year of exciting ministry here at Asbury. We are praying and seeking God’s guidance as we
move into a new year of ministry.  Our new officers have been chosen according their spiritual gifts, and we continue
to get better and better at blessing people, meeting new families, and worship. We have so many blessings for which
to be thankful to God!

Having celebrated the birth of our Savior, and looking to the new year, join with me in praying with anticipation for
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God to work very good things in, and through, each of us. And then with me, let us keep the perspective of this
passage as the reasons we do all these things, so that we move closer to the heart of Christ in ever increasing ways.

Pastor Russ                  

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES

II.  GOD'S STEWARDS ARE MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS.

What does this mean?

God's stewards have been entrusted with life and life's resources and given the
privilege of responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him.

What does God's Word say about this?

Gen. 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Ps. 24:1 The earth is the LORD'S, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.  (cf. Ps. 89:11)

1 Chron. 29:14 But whom am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.  (cf.
29:1-20)

2 Cor. 8:5 And they [Macedonian Christians] did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the
Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.  (cf. 8:1-7)

Luke 12:48b From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been
entrusted with much, much more will be asked.  (cf. 12:41-48)

1 Tim. 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to
be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

How is this done?

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will:

< Encourage proper management of all of life and life's resources for God's purposes;
< Promote materials and approaches to stewards that are firmly grounded in the Owner/manager understanding

of stewardship;
< Encourage cheerful, firstfruit, proportionate (including but not limited to tithing) living and giving in all areas

of life by Christian stewards; and,
< Receive and use God's gifts with thanksgiving.

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit's help, we will not:

< Approach the steward as if he or she is the Owner;
< Neglect to remind the steward of Who the Owner is;
< Forget the Owner for the sake of the interests of the entity being represented; or,
< Fail to remind Christian stewards that greater blessings call for greater responsibility to manage them

according to God's purposes.



LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY
 

You are invited to join us for

“The Patriarchs”
 a study by Beth Moore

Encounter the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Explore such concepts as
blessing, covenant, and promise, and how they affect our lives as New Testament

believers.  

Please pray about attending and inviting other ladies to join us.
 

The ladies meet each Wednesday morning beginning at 9:00 a.m. and conclude their
study at 11:00 a.m.

In the Atkin’s Community Room at Asbury UMC.
4001 E. University, Odessa, TX.

This is an 11 week study which will begin on January 10th 
and will continue through March 28th (excludes March 14th, Spring Break)

$20.00 for the spiral Member Book

Childcare can be provided with notice.
Snacks and Coffee will be served.

Contact Abby McCullough at 432-559-3019
or Belinda Richey 432-559-8763



New Year’s Goals

New Years Resolutions are common for many people!  We have all set New Year’s Resolutions in the past.  The
problem is that most of us have long forgotten them by the end of January.  I would like for every member of our
congregation to take part in setting goals for this new year of 2018.

Just as in our personal lives, churches are alive with possibilities, but without a clear direction to go, we can miss
the opportunities God provides.  So what would be your New Year’s Resolutions for Asbury?  Would your goals
for our church include:

We want to increase our Sunday morning attendance.
We would like to see our congregation give more money toward ministries.
We wish more youth would become involved in our mid-week worship services.
We need to do more to alleviate the problem of homelessness.

Or would you hope and pray for different goals for the upcoming year?  Whatever you believe would be a good goal
for our church, please take time to jot it down on a piece of paper and drop it off at the church office.  I promise,
every goal presented will be given serious consideration for the future of our ministry together!

Pastor Russ

2018– A Successful Church Year

1. I will Pray to God every day.
2. I will seek to live out my faith by forgiving other people.
3. I will express love to my spouse regularly.
4. I will say "I love you" to my children.
5. I will befriend someone who needs a friend.
6. I will attend Charge Conference this year.
7. I will speak well of other people.
8. If I don't understand something, I will ask questions.
9. I will attend at least 1 Bible class each week.
10. I will support my church regularly with my offerings.
11. I will donate time to help people in need.
12. I will volunteer to help on at least one church project.

To Thee we come, O gracious Lord,
The new-born year to bless;

Defend our land from pestilence;
Give peace and plenteousness;

Forgive this nation’s many sins;
The growth of vice restrain;

And help us all with sin to strive,
And crowns of life to gain.



Starting Your Day Right

A saintly monk named Thomas à Kempis (1380-1471) wrote a prayer for beginning
each day. We can profit from praying it ourselves.

At the start of a day
Who can tell what a day 

may bring forth?
Cause me therefore, 

gracious God,
to live every day as if 
it were to be my last,

for I know not but that it 
may be such.

Cause me to live now as I 
shall wish

I had done when I come to die.
O grant that I may not die with any guilt on my 

conscience, 
or any known sin unrepented of,
but that I may be found in Christ,

who is my only Savior and Redeemer.

A Heart Warming Story

A man's daughter had asked the local pastor to come and pray with her
father.  When the pastor arrived, he found the man lying in bed with his
head propped up on two pillows and an empty chair beside his bed.

 The pastor assumed that the old fellow had been informed of his visit. 
"I guess you were expecting me," he said.
"No, who are you?" asked the man.  "I'm the new associate at your local
church," the pastor replied.  "When I saw the empty chair, I figured you
knew I was going to show up."  "Oh, yeah, the chair," said the bedridden
man.  "Would you mind closing the door?"  Puzzled , the pastor shut the
door.  "I've never told anyone this, not even my daughter," said the man. 
"But all of my life I have never known how to pray.  At church I used
to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it always went right over my
head.."  

"I abandoned any attempt at prayer," the old man continued, "until one day about four years ago my best friend said
to me, "Joe, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus.  Here's what I suggest.  Sit down on
a chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith, see Jesus on the chair.  It's not spooky because He promised
"I'll be with you always."  Then just speak to him and listen in the same way you're doing with me right now."  "So,
I tried it and I've liked it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day.  I'm careful, though.  If my daughter saw
me talking to an empty chair, she'd either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm."

The pastor was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old guy to continue on the journey.  Then he prayed



with him, and returned to the church.

Two nights later the daughter called to tell the pastor that her daddy had died that afternoon.  "Did he seem to die
in peace?" he asked.  "Yes, when I left the house around two o'clock, he called me over to his bedside, told me one
of his corny jokes, and kissed me on the cheek.  When I got back from the store an hour later, I found him dead.  But
there was something strange, in fact, beyond strange-kinda weird.  Apparently, just before Daddy died, he leaned
over and rested his head on a chair beside the bed."

Announcing the first flight of
Methodist Airlines Inc. 

If you are traveling soon-consider Methodist Air, the no-frills airline-you're all in the same boat on Methodist Air. 
Where flying is an uplifting experience. 

There is no First Class on any Methodist Air Flight.
Air flight Meals are potluck. 
Rows 1-6, bring rolls, 
7-15 bring a salad, 
16-21 a main dish, 
and 22-30 a dessert. 

Basses and tenors please sit in the rear of the aircraft. 
Everyone is responsible for his or her own luggage. 

All fares are by freewill offering and the plane will not land until the budget is met.

And pay attention to your flight attendant who will acquaint you with the safety system aboard this Methodist Air
599:

Okay then. Listen up; I'm only gonna say this once. In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, I am frankly going
to be real surprised and so will Captain Olson because we fly right at around 2000 feet, so loss of cabin pressure
would probably indicate the Second Coming or something of that nature, and I wouldn't bother with these little
masks on the rubber tubes, you're gonna have bigger things to worry about than that. Just stuff those back up in their
little holes. Probably the masks fell out because of turbulence which, to be honest with you, we're going to have quite
a bit of it at 2000 feet, sort of like driving across a plowed field, but after awhile you get used to it. 

In the event of a water landing, I'd say forget it. Start saying the Lord's Prayer and just hope to gosh you get to the
part about forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, which some people say "trespass" against us,
which isn't right, but what can you do? 

The use of cell phones on the plane is strictly forbidden, not because they may interfere with the plane's navigational
system-which is seat of the pants all the way-no, it's because cell phones are a pain in the wazoo and if God meant
you to use a cell phone, He would've put your mouth on the side of your head. 



We're going to start lunch right about noon and it's buffet style and the coffee pot is up front and then we'll have the
hymn sing-hymnals in the seat pocket in front of you, and don't take yours with you when you go or I am going to
be real upset and I am not kidding, and right now I'll say grace: 

God is great and God is good, and we thank Him for the Food, Father Son and Holy Ghost, May we land in Dallas
or at least pretty close. Amen.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT...

THINGS YOU NEVER HEAR IN CHURCH

1.  Hey!!!! It’s my turn to sit in the front pew.

2.  I was so enthralled, I never noticed you sermon went 25 minutes over time.

3.  Personally, I find witnessing much more enjoyable than golf.

4.  I’ve decided to give our church the $500 a month I used to send to TV evangelists.

5.  I volunteer to be the permanent teacher for the Junior High Sunday School class.

6.  I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never hear before!

7.  Since we’re all here, let’s start the service early.

8.  Pastor, we’d like to send you to this Bible seminar in the Bahamas.

9.  Nothing inspires me and strengthens my commitment like our annual stewardship campaign!

10.  I couldn’t find space to park outside.  Praise God!!!!

TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR
Wishing to encourage her young son’s progress on the piano, a

mother took her son to a Paderewski concert.  After they were seated, the
mother spotted an old friend in the audience and walked down the aisle to
greet her.

Seizing the opportunity to explore the wonders of the concert hall,
the little boy rose and eventually explores his way through a door marked
“NO ADMITTANCE.”

When the house lights dimmed and the concert was about to begin, the mother returned to her seat
and discovered that her child was missing.  Suddenly the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the
impressive Steinway on stage.

In horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting at the keyboard, innocently picking our “Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star.”  At that moment, the great piano master made his entrance, quickly moved to the
piano, and whispered in the boy’s ear, “Don’t quit.  Keep playing.”  Then leaning over, Paderewski reached
down with his left and and began filling in a bass part.  Soon his right arm reached around to the other side
of the child, and he added a running obligatto. 

Together, the old master and the young novice transformed what could have been a frightening



situation into a wonderfully creative experience.  The audience was so mesmerized that they couldn’t recall
what else the great master played.  Only the classic, Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.

Perhaps that’s the way it is with God.  What we can accomplish on our own is heardly noteworthy. 
We try our best, but the results aren’t always graceful flowing music.  However, with the hand of the
Master, our life’s work can truly be beautiful.

The next time you set out to accomplish great feats, listen carefully.  You may hear the voice of
Master, whispering in your ear, “Don’t quit.  Keep playing.”

May you feel His arms around you and know that His hands are there, helping you turn your feeble
attempts into true masterpieces. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU LAUGH  
 

Story of the Good Samaritan
A Sunday School teacher was telling her class the story of the Good

Samaritan in which a man was beaten, robbed, and left for dead.  She described the
situation in vivid detail so her students would catch the drama.  Then, she asked the
class, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what
would you do?"  A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw
up."

Story of Elijah
The Sunday School teacher was carefully explaining the story of Elijah the Prophet and the false prophets

of Baal.  She explained how Elijah built the altar, put wood upon it, cut the steer in pieces, and laid it upon the altar. 
 And then, Elijah commanded the people of God to fill four barrels of water and pour it over the altar.  He

had them do this four times.
"Now," said the teacher, "can anyone in the class tell me why the Lord would have Elijah pour water over

the steer on the alter?"  A little girl in the back of the room started waving her hand, "I know, I know," she said, "to
make the gravy!"

Story of Lot's Wife
The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when

little Johnny interrupted, "My Mummy looked back once, while she was DRIVING," he announced triumphantly,
"and she turned into a telephone pole!"

Story of Noah
A Sunday School teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?" 

"No," replied Johnny.  "How could he, with just two worms."

Story for Epiphany
A mother takes her 16-year-old daughter to the doctor.  The doctor says, "Okay, Mrs. Jones, what's the

problem?"
The mother says, "It's my daughter, Debbie.  She keeps getting these cravings, she's putting on weight, and

is sick most mornings."
The doctor gives Debbie a good examination, then turns to the mother and says, "Well, I don't know how to

tell you this, but your Debbie is pregnant – about four months would be my guess.
The mother says, "Pregnant?!  She can't be, she has never ever been left alone with a man!  Have you,

Debbie?"  Debbie says, "No mother!  I've never even kissed a man!"
The doctor walked over to the window and just stares out.  About five minutes pass and finally the mother

says, "Is there something wrong out there, doctor?"
The doctor replies,"No, not really, it's just that the last time anything like this happened, a star appeared in

the east and magi came over the hill, I'm not going to miss it this time!!!!"



BAD PARROT 

A young man named John received a parrot as a gift. The parrot had a bad attitude
and an even worse vocabulary. 

Every word out of the bird's mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced with profanity. 

John tried and tried to change the bird's attitude by consistently saying only polite
words, playing soft music and anything else he could think of to 'clean up' the bird's
vocabulary. 

Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. The parrot yelled back. John
shook the parrot and the parrot got angrier and even more rude. John, in desperation,
threw up his hand, grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer. For a few minutes the
parrot squawked and kicked and screamed. 

Then suddenly there was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute. 

Fearing that he'd hurt the parrot, John quickly opened the door to the freezer.. The parrot calmly stepped out onto
John's outstretched arms and said "I believe I may have offended you with my rude language and actions. I'm
sincerely remorseful for my inappropriate transgressions and I fully intend to do everything I can to correct my rude
and unforgivable behavior."

John was stunned at the change in the bird's attitude.

As he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic change in his behavior, the bird spoke-up, very
softly,

"May I ask what the turkey did?" 

Heaven Come To Hell
The Pope, Billy Graham, and Oral Roberts were in a three-way plane crash over the Pacific Ocean. They all died and
went to heaven together. 

"Oh, this is terrible," exclaims St. Peter, "I know you guys think we summoned you here, but this is just one of those
coincidences that happen. Since we weren't expecting you, your quarters just aren't ready... We can't take you in and
we can't send you back...." 

Then he got an idea. He picked up the phone, "Lucifer, this is Pete. Hey, I got these three guys up here. They're ours,
but we weren't expecting them, and we gotta fix the place up for 'em. I was hoping you could put them up for a while.
It'll only be a couple of days. What d'ya say?" 
Reluctantly, the Devil agreed. 

However, two days later, St. Peter got a call. 
"Pete, Lu. Hey, you gotta come get these three clowns.
This Pope fellow is forgiving everybody,
the Graham guy is saving everybody,
and that Oral Roberts has raised enough money to buy air conditioning." 



The Preacher and the Dog       

A Minister was walking down the street when he came upon a group of about a
dozen boys, all of them between 10 and 12 years of age. 

The group had surrounded a dog. Concerned lest the boys were hurting the dog, he
went over and asked "What are you doing with that dog?" 

One of the boys replied, "This dog is just an old neighborhood stray. We all want
him, but only one of us can take him home. So we've decided that whichever one
of us can tell the biggest lie will get to keep the dog." 

Of course, the reverend was taken aback. "You boys shouldn't be having a contest
telling lies!" he exclaimed. He then launched into a ten minute sermon against lying,
beginning, "Don't you boys know it's a sin to lie," and ending with, "Why, when I was your age, I never told a lie." 

There was dead silence for about a minute. Just as the reverend was beginning to think he'd gotten through to them,
the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, "All right, give him the dog." 

SOME GOOD CLEAN JOKES:

A SHORT HISTORY OF MEDICINE: 
"Doctor, I have an ear ache."

2000 BC - "Here, eat this root."
1000 BC - "That root is heathen, say this prayer."
1850 AD - "That prayer is superstition, drink this potion."
1940 AD - "That potion is snake oil, swallow this pill."
1985 AD - "That pill is ineffective, take this antibiotic."
2000 AD - "That antibiotic is artificial. Here, eat this root!"


