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Merry Christmas
It is our sincere desire that each of you will have a very blessed Christmas celebration. We would like to express
to you and deepest heartfelt love and appreciation for all you have done for us as a family.
While it is wonderful to be close to family we are also blessed that here we find those who love us and care for us
as our family. Not only are you fellow members in the Church but your have these past 4 years become family to
us.
Christmas is a time for family and friends! It is a time to be with those we love and care for. This makes our time
of worship all the more special as we join in welcoming our Savior into the world.
God’s blessing to you and may you find this to be one of the warmest times of family celebration, all made possible
by the God who loves you and has given Himself to you in His Son, Jesus.

Open House At The Nebhut’s
Pastor & Stephanie would like to invite everyone to their home on Friday December 8th. It has been a tradition of the
ours for many years to have an open house for the members of the church. This offers an opportunity to socialize in a way
which is not possible at church. Stephanie will have several different goodies to share. We will begin about 6:00 and you
can stay as long as you like. Please come and share our home with us!

Charlie Brown’s question:
The late cartoonist, Charles Schulz, once had the trouble-making Lucy appear almost loving
– at first. “Merry Christmas! Charlie Brown,” Lucy says and follows up by saying, “At this time
of year, I think we should put aside our differences and try to be kind.”
But Charlie Brown asks a pertinent question. “Why does it have to be just this time of year?
Why can’t it be all year-round?”
Then Lucy reverts to her true form. “What are you,” she asks huffily, “some kind of fanatic
or something?
(Charles Schulz was a lifelong Christian)

Business Administrator: Elaine Miller
Director of Music Ministry: Barbara Shinn
Accompanist: Belinda Richey
Praise Team: Oscar, Crystal, Lydia & Diego Lopez,
Meghan Fisher & Aaron Jones
Ascent Student Ministries Director: Cody Griffin
Director of Children’s Ministry: Sarah Griffin
Nursery Workers: Chris Brokaw, Kim Nowlin
Custodian: Thomas Ornelas
Just look at the listing above! Wow!!! Are we blessed or what? So many unique and
wonderful individuals who are rarely seen, but who provide vital ministry in our midst every
week.
December is the month we receive donations to express our thankfulness to the wonderful
staff members of Asbury. I want you to know that as a pastor, I could not ask for a better,
more dedicated staff to walk along side of me and serve in the Lord’s ministry. Each of these
tremendous servants is uniquely gifted to touch the hearts of those who encounter them. I
fully understand how blessed we are as a church to have these individuals serving in our
midst.
Please join me in donating generously to provide a gift to each one of them as an expression
of our thankfulness for the blessing they are to us.
Pastor Russ
Just mark your donations: Staff Appreciation. The gifts will be divided between our staff
members!

Hymn History
“Joy to the World, the Lord is Come”
1. Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth, the savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.
4. He rules the World with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love.
This popular hymn by Isaac Watts is based on Psalm 98:2-9. This hymn first appeared in The Psalms of
David, imitated in the language of the New Testament, in 1719, under the heading “The Messiah’s Coming and
kingdom.” This hymn, also known as “Antioch” and “Messiah” first appeared in Occasional Psalms and hymn
tunes (Boston, 1838) as “arranged by Handel”. One can see the similarity in the notes of this tune and those
from the first measure of the chorus “Lift up Your Heads, O Ye Gates” in the Messiah; also the music for the
two short phases “and heaven and nature sing” from the introduction of “Comfort Ye My People”, also from the
Messiah.
The harmonization of “Antioch” is by Lowell Mason. Mason when writing music, often chose biblical
names as titles. It was in Antioch, the ancient city in Syria, that the disciples were first called Christians. In
England this tune is known as “Comfort; Holy Triumph”. This title may reflect the
sentiment of the hymn.

A pertinent question . . .
A pastor was trying to be creative in telling a group of children about the birth of
Christ. He used little plastic dolls to represent the key characters. One symbolized Mary,
another Joseph, another the innkeeper and still others the shepherds and the wise men.
Apparently the pastor was stretching the story out far too long for one little boy. He raised
his hand and when the pastor acknowledged him, he asked, “Why is the most important one
left until last?”

He had a good point. Strange isn’t it, that we focus so much on the peripherals of Christmas that we have
a tendency to leave the most important one until last? There is the decorating, the shopping, the parties, the
concerts, the hustle and bustle of cleaning, cooking, dressing for the next occasion and so on.
When do we get around to centering on the Guest of honor whose birthday we are celebrating? Aren’t we
in danger of getting so involved with trivia that we may overlook the great truth of the Incarnation? Let’s make
this Christmas the most meaningful one ever. It can happen if we put the most important One first, not last.

Special Letter to Children from Jesus
Dear Children,
It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are
taking My name out of the season. Maybe you’ve forgotten that I wasn’t
actually born this time of the year and that it was some of your predecessors
who decided to celebrate My birthday on what was actually a time of pagan
festival. Although I do appreciate being remembered anytime.
How I personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily
understood by those of you who have been blessed with children of your own.
I don’t care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth just, GET
ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER. Now, having said that, let Me go on.
If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn’t allow a scene
depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santa’s and snowmen and
put in a small Nativity scene on your own front lawn. If all My followers did
that there wouldn’t be any need for such a scene on the town square because
there would be many of them all around town.
Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It
was I who made all trees. You can and may remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if
you wish: I actually spoke of that one in a teaching explaining who I am in relation to you and what each of our
tasks were. If you have forgot that one, look up John 15:1-8.
If you want to give me a present in remembrance of My birth, here is my wish list. Choose something on it:
1.
Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of
love and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. I know,
they tell Me all the time.
2.
Visit someone in a nursing home. You don’t have to know them personally. They just need to know that
someone cares about them.
3.
Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can’t afford and they don’t need, spend time with them.
Tell them the story of My birth, and why I came to live with you down here. Hold them in your arms and
remind them that I love them.
4.
Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.
5.
Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people
who work there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren’t allowed to wish you a
“Merry Christmas” that doesn’t keep you from wishing them one.
6.
If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary, especially one who takes My love and
Good News to those who have never heard My name. You may already know someone like that.
7.
There are individuals and whole families in your town who may not have a Christmas tree or presents to
give or receive. Make a donation to a charity which believes in Me and they will make the delivery for
you.
8.
Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to me, then behave like a
Christian. Don’t do things in secret that you wouldn’t do in My presence. Let people know by your
actions that you are one of mine.
P. S. I am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and do what I have told you to do. I’ll help you; but,
the ball is in your court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember,

tell your friends and loved ones that you love them. Tell them often and over and over. Cause life is soooo
short.
I LOVE YOU!
Signed: “Jesus Christ, your Redeemer”

Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus
WHY JESUS IS BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS
Santa lives at the North Pole ... JESUS is everywhere.
Santa rides in a sleigh ... JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the
water.
Santa comes but once a year. JESUS is an ever present help.
Santa fills your stockings with goodies ... JESUS supplies all your
needs.
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited ... JESUS stands at your
door and knocks, and enters your heart.
You have to wait in line to see Santa ... JESUS is as close as the
mention of His name.
Santa lets you sit on his lap ... JESUS lets you rest in His Arms.
Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is “Hi little boy or girl, what’s your name?” ...
JESUS knew our name before we did.
Not only does He know our name, He knows our history and future, and He even knows our hearts & how many
hairs are on our heads.
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly ... JESUS has a heart full of love, grace, mercy & forgiveness.
All Santa can offer is HO HO HO ... JESUS says “Cast your cares on me for I care for you.”
Santa’s little helpers make toys ... JESUS makes a new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and
builds mansions.
Santa may make you chuckle but ... JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.
While Santa puts gifts under your tree ... JESUS became our gift and died on the tree, For you & for me.
It’s obvious there is really no comparison. We need to remember WHO Christmas is all about.
We need to put CHRIST back in Christmas, Jesus is still the reason for the season.
Yes, JESUS is better,
He is even better than Santa Claus.

Choir Cantata on December 10th
in 11:00 Service
Join us for a special worship service on the Sunday before Christmas. The Choir
will present a Christmas Cantata of holiday music as a special Christmas gift to the
members and friends of Asbury. The congregation will gather for fellowship and
breakfast at 9:00am followed by Sunday School. Everyone is invited to remain after
Sunday School for the Christmas Cantata and receive the blessing of music and
praise which the choir is preparing.

BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES
This study is provided to encourage God’s people concerning what God’s Word
says concerning the support of the Gospel ministry.
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP is the free and joyous activity of the child of God
and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources for God’s
purposes.
SUMMARY OF
PRINCIPLES WITH MEANINGS
I.
GOD’S STEWARDS ARE GOD’S STEWARDS.
God’s stewards are stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy Baptism; therefore, they
belong to the Lord.
II.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS.
God’s stewards have been entrusted by God with life and life’s resources and given the privilege of
responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him.

III.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE SAINTS AND SINNERS.
God’s stewards rejoice in and live out what God has declared them to be through the cross. At the same
time His stewards recognize they are sinners who fight sin and its consequences each day.

IV.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET PROFOUNDLY PLURAL.
God’s stewards recognize that their lives are not solo performances but are personal responses to God,
lived out within the community of faith to benefit the whole world.

V.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF THE WORLD.
God’s stewards recognize that the Lord sets them apart from the world and by the transforming power of
the Gospel sends them into the world to live out the Gospel.

VI.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE LOVED AND LOVING.
God’s stewards recognize that their stewardship flows out of God’s act of love for them in Christ which
empowers them, in turn, to love others in acts of Christ-like love.

VII.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE SERVED AND SERVING.
God’s stewards recognize that their stewardship involves a Gospel-powered style of life which is
demonstrated in servanthood within all the arenas of life.

VIII.

GOD’S STEWARDS LIVE WITH AN AWARENESS OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE, OF TIME
AND ETERNITY.

God’s stewards live intentionally in the light of God’s eternal purpose while being firmly committed to
His rule in the here and now.
I.

GOD’S STEWARDS ARE GOD’S STEWARDS

What does this mean?
God’s stewards are stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy Baptism; therefore, they
belong to the Lord.
What does God’s Word say about this?
Gen. 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Is. 43:1

But now, this is what the Lord says--he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have summoned you by name; you are mine. (cf. 43:1-3a)

Rom. 6:4

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (cf. 6:1-11)

2 Cor. 5:16-17

Eph. 2:8-10

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (cf. 5:14-17)
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God--not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

How is this done?
As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will:
!

Recognize that we are made stewards by God’s activity;

!

Respect Christian stewards for Whose they are; and,

!

Remind stewards that they are God’s new creation each day.

As children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, and with the Holy Spirit’s help, we will not:
!

Use short-cut methods that consider stewards to be merely “donors,” “clients” or “customers” or means
to an end;

!

Neglect to name the name of the Lord who is the Source of all stewardship; or,

!

Present stewardship as limited to a single area of life, such as money.

To be continued . . .

Coincidence OR Not????

IF
A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O-P-Q-R-S-T-U-V-W-X-Y-Z
EQUALS
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-11-12-13-14-15-16-17-18-19-20-21-22-23-24-25-26

THEN
K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%
H-A-R-D-W-O-R-K
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%
Both are important, but fall short of 100%

BUT

A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%

Read Only If You Were Born Before 1940
WE ARE SURVIVORS!!! Consider the changes we have witnessed.
-----

We were born before television, before penicillin, before polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox,
plastic, contact lenses, Frisbees and the PILL.

-----

We were born before radar, credit cards, split atoms, laser beam and ballpoint pens, before panty
hose, dishwashers, clothes, and before man walked on the moon.

-----

We got married first and then lived together. How quaint can you be?

-----

In our time, closets were for clothes, not for “coming out of.” Bunnies were small rabbits and
rabbits were not Volkswagens. Designer Jeans were scheming girls named Jean or Jeanne, and
having a meaningful relationship meant getting along well with our cousins.

-----

We thought fast food was what you ate during Lent, and Outer Space was the back of the Riviera
Theater.

-----

We were before house-husbands, gay rights, computer dating, dual careers and commuter
marriages. We were before day-care centers, group therapy and nursing homes. We never heard
of FM radio, tape decks, electric typewriters, artificial hearts, word processors, yogurt, and guys
wearing earrings. For us sharing means togetherness - not computers or condominium; a ‘chip’
meant a piece of wood; hardware meant hardware; and software wasn’t even a word!

-----

In 1940, “made in Japan” meant junk and the term ‘making out’ referred to how you did on your
exam. Pizzas, “Mac-Donald’s” and instant coffee were unheard of.

-----

We hit the scene when there were 5 and 10 cent stores, where you bought things for five and ten
cents. Sanders or Wilson’s sold ice cream cones for a nickel or a dime. For one nickel you could
ride a street car, make a phone call, buy a Pepsi or enough stamps to mail one letter and two
postcards. You could buy a new chevy Coupe for $600.00 but who could afford one; a pity too,
because gas was 11 cents a gallon.

-----

In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, Grass was mowed, Coke was a cold drink an POT
was something you cooked in. Rock MUSIC was a Grandma’s lullaby and AIDS were helpers in
the principal’s office.

-----

We were certainly not before the difference between the sexes was discovered, but we were
surely before the sex change; we made do with what we had. And we were the last generation
that was so dumb as to think you needed a husband to have a baby!

-----

No wonder we are so confused and there is such a generation gap today!
BUT WE SURVIVED!!! What better reason to celebrate?
-Author Unknown-

Fall Trash Pickup
Asbury’s Adopted Roadside
Everyone is encourage to join in keeping our city and state
beautiful! Volunteers will meet at the intersection of NE Loop
338 and Commandra at 4:30 pm on Sunday, December 3rd at
4:30pm.
Long sleeves and long pants are strongly recommended. All
necessary supplies will be provided. For more information
contact Matt Lippman at 352-8490.

December 3rd - Normal Schedule
December 10th - Choir Cantata (One Service Sunday)
9:00a.m. - Breakfast
10:00a.m. - Sunday School/Bible Classes
11:00a.m. - Choir Cantata
December 17th - Normal Schedule
December 24th - Christmas Eve
9:00a.m. - Breakfast
10:00a.m. - Sunday School/Bible Classes
11:00a.m. - CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - (Children & Adults)
7:00p.m. - CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE
December 31st - 5th Sunday Joint Service (One Service Sunday)
10:00a.m. - Sunday School/Bible Classes
11:00a.m. - Joint Service - TRADITIONAL
12:00p.m. - Congregational Fellowship Meal (Bring a Dish)

The Christian view of firearms varies from person to person and each individual has a right
to their own views! With that said, I have been approached by numerous members
concerning the recent church shooting in south Texas.
While we will always work to minister to every person with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we
are also committed to insuring the safety of all worshipers who gather at Asbury on Sunday
mornings and throughout the week.
Clay Cherry, who is a member of Asbury, is a “Licensed To Carry” firearm instructor. Clay
has offered to teach a class for anyone who would desire to apply for a Texas License To
Carry permit.
If you are interested in receiving training, please contact Clay at 432-230-9454. There is
a minimal charge for the class. If there is enough interest, you will be contacted as to the date
and time the class will be held.

Michael Krueger
John Curry
Dianne Jones
Leigha Allen
Ava Olivas
Donna Hunt
Sarah Griffin
Jerri Nickel
Jerry Dempsey
Riley Neinast-Flores
Travis Jones
Terry Richey
John Vineyard
Alexis Malone
Sarah Malone
Wanda Stahl

2
4
4
5
5
6
12
16
18
18
21
22
24
27
30
30

Don & Doris Jordan December 11
Jake & Abby McCullough December 12
Kyle & Megan Stewart December 12

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY
You are invited to join us for

“The Patriarchs”
a study by Beth Moore
Encounter the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Explore such concepts as
blessing, covenant, and promise, and how they affect our lives as New Testament
believers.
Please pray about attending and inviting other ladies to join us.
The ladies meet each Wednesday morning beginning at 9:00 a.m. and conclude their
study at 11:00 a.m.
In the Atkin’s Community Room at Asbury UMC.
4001 E. University, Odessa, TX.
This is an 11 week study which will begin on January 10th
and will continue through March 28th (excludes March 14th, Spring Break)
$20.00 for the spiral Member Book
Childcare can be provided with notice.
Snacks and Coffee will be served.

Contact Abby McCullough at 432-559-3019
or Belinda Richey 432-559-8763

