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he month of October moves us from the late Summer months to being fully in the Fall
season. With Fall comes the preparations for the holidays. Soon it will be
Thanksgiving and before you turn around it will be Christmas. But before we
celebrate either of these two great holidays, we are privileged as Protestant
Christians to celebrate our heritage with the Reformation. The early 1500's
were a trying time for the world in which Martin Luther lived. Dr. Luther had come to the point that
he could no longer sit quietly by while the souls of countless thousands were led into bondage and
despair. The posting of the 95 Thesis on door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg began what Luther
hoped would be a “reforming” of the abuses he saw within Christendom during his day.
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Martin Luther was not the first person, lay or clergy, who had objected to abuses which were present
in the Church. Others had objected and all those before Luther has suffered the same fate, death at the
hands of the church ordained executioner. Most notably was the theologian Jon Huss who was burned
at the stake because he spoke against the Pope. What was different in the day of Luther than in the
days prior when other attempts to reform had occurred? In a word, Islam!
During the lifetime of Luther the forces of Islam were invading and conquering many Christian lands throughout
Europe. With such a great and powerful enemy there was a need to unite all forces as one in order to stand
victorious. The emperor of the Holy Roman Empire was the young Charles V. Emperor Charles V was newly
elected and his first challenge was to attempt to turn back the “Moors” and hold his empire together. In order to
do this he would need the assistance and support of all the leaders throughout his empire. In Germany, Elector
Fredrick the Wise had agreed with Martin Luther that the abuses he outlined against Roman Catholic Church were
valid. Elector Fredrick would not agree to commit his troops or his wealth to the Emperor against a common enemy
unless he was assured his German lands and thus Luther would be protected. In the end, Emperor Charles V
relented and granted Martin Luther protection from the Roman Catholic Church.
This month on October 31st will be the 500th Anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant
Reformation. This is a notable date for all Protestant Christians to remember and celebrate. While it
began with Martin Luther in Germany, the movement quickly spread. Ulrich Zwingli
in Switzerland followed in Luther’s footsteps and began the Reformation there. At
this same time, King Henry the VIII was on the throne in England. At first he opposed
Luther and Zwingli, but after becoming disgruntled with the Roman Catholic church,
he too joined the Reformation and established the Church of England. It is from this church, the
Anglican Church, that our heritage as Methodist Christians stems. While it is true that John Wesley
was born 200 years after the Reformation began, if it had not been for the early
reformers like Luther and Zwingli, there would have been no John Wesley or the Methodist movement.
October 31st, 2017 is a day for all Protestant Christians to celebrate, for it is the day on which the Gospel
of Jesus Christ was set free from the mid-evil shackles of the Roman Catholic institution. This month
we will be marking this remembrance in numerous ways. It is my prayer that with a greater
understanding of our heritage, will come a greater appreciation of the gift we have received in the Gospel.
Pastor Nebhut

Charge/Church Conference on 15th
District Superintendent, Rev. Eddie Rivera, has set the annual
Charge/Church Conference for Asbury on October 15th, beginning at
2:30pm.
During this meeting all members of the congregation will be voting
on the election of officers for the years 2018. We will also be setting the compensation package for our pastor.
If you serve on a board in the church, please remember there are forms for you to fill out and have presented
at this meeting. Please inquire at the church office for these forms if you do not already have them.

Many of you know that Asbury has been selected as the training location for this year’s Certified Lay Minister
classes. The classes are meeting the second weekend of each month in the Trinity Room. UMC members from
around the conference are coming to our congregation to receive this training. The next class session will be on
October 13th - 14th. Please keep these future leaders in your prayers as they learn and grow for service in God’s
kingdom.

You are invited to join us for "Faithful,
Abundant, True," a study by Kay Arthur,
Priscilla Shirer, and Beth Moore. This study is
being held from September 6th- October 18th,
2017.
Invigorate your personal walk with Christ and
your ministry to others by reminders that God
is "Faithful, Abundant, and True.” Daily
lessons are brief, only 15-30 minutes each.
Class time is 9:00-11:00 a.m., September 6th - October 18th, 2017 in the Atkin's
Community Room at Asbury UMC.
Contact Abby McCullough at 432-559-3019, or Belinda Richey 432-559-876 for
more information.
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Don’t Forget!!!
The Annual Fall Festival
will be on October 29th.
Watch the Bulletin to see
more details and how you
can help!

Youth Camp Fundraiser
Asbury youth are beginning their annual fund raising drive for
next year’s summer camp. With so may kids who can attend, we
want to support their efforts, and who does not like Krispy
Kreme donuts. Watch the bulletin for delvery time and pick up
locations.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
In the past, we here at Asbury, have taken up special offerings
through the month of October and presented a special
monetary gift to our pastor to express our appreciation of his
work.
This year Pastor Russ has requested his gift to be directed
toward Stephanie! We have found out that many members are confused! Stephanie works a great
deal in the congregation and receives no compensation. We would like to use October as a month
to express our appreciation to her for all the work she does throughout the congregation.
Donations may be made anytime through the month of October. Please write “Stephanie” in the
memo line of your check.

Please Keep This A Secret!
Stephanie Does Not Know!!!

