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TRANSITION UPDATETRANSITION UPDATE   
by Pastor Al i  Hasanby Pastor Al i  Hasanby Pastor Al i  Hasan 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ!  

By now I am sure you are aware that I am serving as 

your Transitional Pastor here at Good Samaritan 

Community Covenant Church. I 

have said it before ñit is a real 

honor and privilege that I òget toó 

serve this community. Your 

leadership teams have been true 

òServant Leadersó as they have 

been very supportive in 

accommodating my needs during 

this time and I am very grateful.  

As we enter this season of 

Advent, I was reminded that 

there is more to the Advent 

season than the expectation of 

our Lordõs birth leading up to 

Christmas. For years I thought 

that was it. While this is true, it 

is only part of the whole story. 

Many scholars believe that 

originally, Advent was a season 

of preparation for new Christians 

for baptism. Preparation would 

include 40 days of prayer, 

penance and fasting. The 

connection with Christõs coming 

was understood later by Roman 

Christians in the 6th Century ñ

not in the first coming (his birth), 

but his second coming as judge of 

the world. It was not until the 

Middle Ages that the Advent 

season was connected with the 

birth of Christ.  

Ancient Israel looked with 

anticipation at the end of their 

exile with prayerful expectation 

that the God who had brought 

them out of Egypt into the 

Exodus, was the Messiah who 

would restore them and go before 

them as before. This was their 

hope! 

(Continue on page 3)  
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PULPIT PREVIEW 
 

DecemberDecemberDecember 

 

Dec 02 COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 Pastor Al i Hassan 

Dec 09 Pastor Al i Hassan 

Dec 16 Pastor Al i Hassan 

Dec 23 Pastor Al i Hassan 

Dec 23 Linda Trapp, 
 Guest Speaker 

Today as òstrong and 

courageousó apprentices of Jesus 

Christ, we too are people of hope 

who find ourselves looking back 

to the birth of Christ with 

celebration, but also, looking 

forward to his return. Sometimes 

we forget that the return of 

Christ (eschatology) is the 

overarching piece of our theology 

that motivates us to keep 

trusting God, keep loving those 

created in his image, and keep 

serving his kingdom work.  

The next time you sing the 

Advent hymn, òO Come, O Come 

Emmanueló, think beyond the 

birth of our Lord and shift to the 

anticipation and hope of his 

return. After all, we are people of 

hope. 

òAnd so, the adventure beginsó 

Merry Christ (in us)!  

Pastor Ali Hasan 

(Continue from page 1)  

O come, O come, Immanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
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By Zach Pennell, Youth Pastor 

 December is an exciting time in youth ministry. 
 There are only three weeks of school between 
 Thanksgiving and the Christmas break, the 
 weather is changing, and there is anticipation for 
 Christmas. And we get to talk about the coming 
 of Jesus Christ. First, we are going to look at the 
Old Testament, the story of the birth of Isaac as it parallels and foreshadows 
the story of Christ. The next week we are going to tell the story of the birth 
of Christ and invite students to dive into the implications of the gift of 
Jesus Christ in our lives day to day. 

For the last JHO and RPM of 
the year (December 12 and 
13), we will have a gift 
exchange. Students should 
bring one gift between $3-5 
(not gag gifts) to be exchanged. 
There might be caroling too! 

In mid November, students from RPM attended the PSWC Fall High 
School Retreat at Mission Springs. It was an amazing time for students to 
step out of their comfort zone and encounter God. The PSWC is making a 
huge push to bring together students throughout the year so that gatherings 
are normative. As the body of Christ, it is paramount that we do life 
together¹not just as individual churches but as a larger body as well. My 
hope is that through these events our students take one step closer to Jesus 
and experience the rich diversity of the Kingdom of God. 

JHO and RPM will start up again January 9 and 10. Be on the lookout for 
updates on our Instagram page at @youthgoodsam! 

Have a great Christmas! 

Pastor Zach  



By Dick Brown, Chair 

First off, a big thank you to all of you that were able to 

attend the congregational meeting on November 18. 

This was the first meeting that I have conducted, and 

even though I made a few procedural mistakes I was 

pleased with what we were able to accomplish. There 

were a few items that came up that required much 

discussion and some deliberation, yet we were able to 

act on them after they were made clear. I am so very 

thankful for the comments and suggestions that you all 

made to make that possible. We have streamlined the notification process to allow 

for electronic means, such as email as well as our good old fashioned snail mail. 

After much discussion and clarification of the intent, we were able to add to our 

procedures the Good Sam Compass to aid with the conduction of our business. 

We have begun the process of establishing our search team. There were 42 names 

that were considered and according to our constitution we are limited to a minimum 

of 5 and a maximum of 9 to be on the committee. After much discussion, a list of 

about 10 folks was established. We will create a list of questions to be asked of 

those who will be on the committee so as to be sure they understand what the 

expectations are. It is going to be a lot of work. Those potential committee members 

must know what the Covenant values and theologies are when considering who we 

might call as our permanent pastor. There are proper processes according to our 

constitution and bylaws, as well as to the PSWC, and we must follow them 

accordingly. The Executive Board will make a recommendation of 9 search 

committee members to the congregation at our next congregational meeting in order 

for you to vote on them. After that process, the committee will elect a chairperson 

who, along with our senior advisor who is a non-voting member, will finally begin the 

search. 

Finally, inasmuch as I am somewhat new to a leadership role, I have looked back on 

my first year as your Executive Board Chair and feel as though I can and must do a 

better job. My desire is to follow Godôs leading and follow His agendaðnot mine. I 

feel as though I need to do a better job communicating what is happening, and to 

that end I ask for your forgiveness with the promise that I WILL do a better job. As 

always, I would ask that my Good Sam Family continue to hold up our pastor and 

leaders in prayer as we go forward with the selection of a permanent pastor. t 
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2018 Executive Board Members:2018 Executive Board Members:2018 Executive Board Members:   
Dick Brown, Diane Leal, Darrell Williams, Greg Sattler, Loren Eiler, Jack Jolliff, Michele 
Ladley, and Sandy Jump. 
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By Tina Harker 

 

 

I once heard a quote, άCŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀ 
ƎƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΦέ In the hustle and bustle of long to-do lists and deadlines, 
it can be easy to forget all the details of a special day. So, this is now my 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ L ŀƳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

Holiday Boutique Holiday Boutique a joyful and successful event. If you just came to shop on 

Saturday, you saw the finished productτbut the real miracle was behind the 
scenes where all the preparation took place to make it all happen. 

My heartfelt gratitude to the following: 

k  Pastor Zach and RPMτfor clearing the sanctuary for vendor set-up! 

k  Diane Lealτfor leading the team of happy elvesτDeb Ghiselli and Loni 

Reidτat the bake table! 

k  Bakersτfor your generosity and time that stocked our Bake Sale Table with 

goodies galore! 

k  Jan Hubbartτfor once again rallying all the bakers! 

k  Scott WilliamsτŦƻǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άȅŜǎέ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƨƻō ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

raffle! 

k  Maureen Aksland and the Kitchen Crewτfor providing a creative and yummy 

menu! 

k  VendorsτŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΤ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 

event that it is! 

k  Behind the scenesτLisa Green, Deb Ghiselli, Jack Jolliff, Sharon Gregory! 

k  Set-up Crew (after the Boutique)τScott Harker, Steve Harmon, Gilbert 

aŀŎƪƻǳƭΧŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳΣ 5ƻƭƻǊŜǎΗ 

k  Extra special thanks to Scott Harker, my personal assistant from August to 

November! 

(Continued on page 7)  
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{ƻΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƛŘ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ǳǎΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
breakdown: 

Totally amazing! Thank you, Jesus, and thank you church! t 

(Continued from page 6)  

Women Ministries Council: 

Debbie Ghiselli - Women of the Word (P.M.) Coordinator  772-7152 
Sharon Gregory - Woman to Woman  (A.M.) Coordinator 772-3105 
Tina Harker - Holiday Boutique  743-4060 

Raffle Tickets  $233.00  

Bake Sale  $667.00  

Kitchen / Food Sales  $816.00  

TOTAL EVENT PROFIT  

(-less expenses)  
$226.50  

Debbie �+ Sharon �+ Tina 


