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creating a place at the table for everyone

Through the Red Doors
What’s happening inside, outside, and through Lebanon UMC

From Kidding to Blessing:
Fall Worship Series Invite an EverDeepening Faith
During September, we will continue with our series
“Are You Kidding Me?” These services invite us to
remember and re-learn the important lessons of
childhood—to share, to play fair, to mind our
manners, and to have a little fun. We will explore
Jesus’ reminder that true greatness is found in childlike faith.
Then as the Fall reminds us of the simple blessings of
the earth, we will journey deeper into the practices of
prayer and blessing with the series “Bless to Me.”
Drawing on the wisdom of Celtic Christianity, we will
seek a sense of the holy in every moment, in
everything, in every person. This is a way of living—
of observing and celebrating, blessing and being
blessed by the ordinary acts and encounters of life.
Each week we will explore prayer in interactive ways,
offer ideas to deepen your prayer life outside of
worship.

Meet Our Missionary, Dr. Chris
Hena, Monday October 29
Lebanon United Methodist Church has been
supporting Dr. Chris Hena and her mission
Healthy Women, Health Liberia for many
years. This Fall, Chris is coming to the United
States to visit her partner churches and meet
with the people who have been supporting
her work.
Please mark your calendars for Monday,
October 29. We will have a potluck meal and
conversation with Chris—and since her
birthday is less than a month later, we will
celebrate with cake! We hope to have a good
turnout for Dr. Chris and a wonderful time
celebrating and learning about her ministry.

~ Fall Upcoming
Activities ~
Gathering Day Worship & Potluck
Brunch:
Sunday, September 9, 10:30 am
& following
Celebration, Conversation, and Meal
with Chris Hena:
Monday, October 29
Church Conference (celebrating our
ministries and planning for the year
ahead)
Monday, November 26, 7 pm

How Does Your Garden Grow?

News from the Camp Booster

Harvest Hill Study Will Explore Gardens of
the Bible

Our summer camp attendance at Wanakee UMC
had 3 youth attend camp this year, Arianna C,
William C (with Becca G and half a week on his
own), and Ashley C. Ashley (recipient of the
Hedstrom Fund Campership) is just returned
from camp and shared that she had a wonderful
experience! Ari and Will had a great time earlier
this summer! Wanakee is certainly a special place,
and I’m hoping more people will witness and
experience its warm embrace. There will be fall
activities at Wanakee UMC; please check periodically on their website at wanakee.org for
current information. Also, check the bulletin
board in the fellowship hall for updates as well.

All are welcome at the
Harvest Hill
Bible Study,
now meeting once a
month. We
will gather
with residents of Harvest Hill and any interested guests on the third
Monday of the month at 1:30 pm. This is a
wonderful time to share in prayer and friendship
as we grow in faith and learn together about God
and one another. Throughout this year, we will
journey through the Bible from the Garden of
Eden to the Garden of Paradise, looking at a
variety of gardens in between. Please talk with
Pastor Becca if you’d like more information about
the Harvest Hill Study.
Our study begins on October 15 (due to a
scheduling conflict in September at Harvest Hill),
and will meet every third Monday of the month
through June.

GATHERING DAY – September 9
Gathering Day, our annual celebration of the ingathering of the whole Lebanon UMC community,
will be held on Sunday, September 9th this year.
Please come and bring a friend. Worship service
is at 10:30 am followed by brunch in the fellowship hall. Food donations are very welcome but
plan to stay anyway to enjoy all of the goodies!
We are in need of people to help set up and clean
up after. If you can help with either of these there
is a signup sheet located on the greeting table in
the narthex. If you have any questions please
contact Jody P. at the office Tuesdays through
Thursdays 9:00 am to 1:00 pm by phone (603)
448-5478 or email office@lebanonumc.net.

On August 18th a few of our members visited
Wanakee for the Homecoming BBQ and Silent
Auction. This day also includes the Wanakee
Wilderness 5K run, and I’m sure our friends
cheered them on! It’s a fun time to reconnect with
old friends and to make some new friends. I’m
hoping to attend next summer!
Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Center in
North Andover, Massachusetts has some wonderful weekday, weekend, or weekly retreats on a
variety of interesting subjects. It is part of our
conference; their programs speak to the “spiritual
but not religious” concerns of this generation.
Visit rollingridge.org/events to view their many
offerings.
In the winter season, we will need people to work
2 Dartmouth Men’s Hockey concessions as a fundraiser for camp scholarships. More information
will follow closer to the dates. Please see me with
any questions!
See ya ‘round
the campfire,
Amy N

Vacation Bible Adventure 2018 - Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity
We had another
fun and exciting
time during our
Vacation Bible
Adventure program this year.
Participants and
volunteers were engaged as they visited
Babylon and learned more about the story of
Daniel’s courage and his faith while in captivity.
The Babylonian experience included daily
drama skits in the Marketplace, adventures of
Daniel’s experience in the Palace prison with
Ashpenaz, the king’s chief of staff, singing and
dancing to music, meeting with the Tribes and
learning more about Daniel’s story. The bustling Marketplace was a constant source of
action involving participants in their trades
including projects in the metal shop, jewelry
and mosaic, astronomy, hanging gardens, and
music workshops as well as Operation kid-tokid, which focused on drought-resistant seeds
for Haiti. Lastly, the food shop was visited by all;
many exotic and regional related delicacies
were enjoyed by everyone.
We had 34 volunteers help throughout the
course of the program as well as behind the
scene prep work that began six months ago! 50
Participants attended (not all on the same
evening) from our church as well as our
community. This has been the largest group yet
and was an almost even mixture of children and
adults. We also had a booth at the Farmer’s
Market and provided folks with a Babylonian
activity and information. Again, this year we
engaged with NCCT, allowing us to borrow
props from their vast resources. And we
received a generous donation from the Byrne
Foundation which allowed us to cover all of our
expenses for supplies and materials for the
program. Thank you, Byrne Foundation!
Smiles, laughter and many conversations were
had by all, young and old, each of the four
evenings. Thank you all who participated and a
big heartfelt thank you to our volunteers who all
worked together to provide such a positive, fun
and meaningful experience!

If anyone is interested in joining with our crew of
volunteers for next year, please let Ruth or Amy
know; the more the merrier! Otherwise we hope
to see you next year as we visit a new site!
-

Ruth and Amy

United Valley Interfaith Project
(UVIP) News
UVIP has hired Asma Elhuni as our Lead Organizer.
She is a lovely Muslim woman from Libya who has
lived in many places around the world and most
recently in Atlanta, Georgia. She wants to meet our
congregation this fall so watch for that opportunity. Hopefully, we can have her speak on a
Sunday morning.
UVIP continues its work for immigrants through
vigils at Federal Building in Manchester on the first
Tuesday of each month with carpooling from the
CCBA parking lot at 7 am. We are supporting folks
whose visa statuses have suddenly changed and
not allowed to work. We also participated in a
Solidarity Walk from Manchester to Dover (40
miles) August 22-25. This walk has been organized
by the Quakers to mirror the trip many immigrants
take as they are detained and deported. People
walked part of a day, 1 day, multiple days, or
helped in other ways. Talk to Sharon P. to learn
more about this witness.
UVIP has consolidated its course on “Useful Tools
for Aging with Dignity.” We offered it here at
LUMC last winter and it was very well received.
Watch for another chance to discuss your aging
concerns and learn from others in a warm
classroom environment. It is a comforting way to
get advice and make a plan.
UVIP works for Economic Justice for the disenfranchised among us. We will be campaigning
for ACA Health Insurance sign up and for voter
registration this fall.
UVIP welcomes more 5-Minute Friends for an
easy way to get involved. These folks receive an
email about once a month with a request to do or
learn something. Often it is a phone call or an email
to a representative in the State House or Congress.
It just takes 5 minutes of your time. Tell Sharon P.
that you would like to help this way.

LUMC Sacred Dancers
The Lebanon UMC dancers have been on summer
break, however rehearsals are beginning soon.
Practices for the core group begin on Monday
August 13. The group meets on Monday evenings
in the sanctuary from 5:30-6:30. We will begin
learning several new numbers which will
accompany our Worship Series beginning on
September 30 and running through October. Feel
free to join us, as we explore our Faith through
music and dance.
- Christine T.

UMW – Attention All Ladies
Calling ALL Women at LUMC to join the United
Methodist Women. Our meetings are usually the
3rd Tuesday of the month at the church at 11:00
am, bring a brown bag lunch and consider being
a part of us. We would dearly love for you to join
us for sharing faith, mission, and friendship.
Here’s some of what we shared the last few
months:
On May 5th we traveled to Warner, NH for our
Spring District Meeting with hopes of touring
the Mt. Kearsage Indian Museum. However,
there was no electricity in the entire town that
day due to a storm the proceeding night! The
gracious town library welcomed us to hold our
meeting in one of their well-lit rooms (by
mother nature). We then traveled back up to the
Upper Valley and all had lunch together at Lui
Lui’s. We have since toured the museum. It was
a wonderful day of fellowship and learning.
Please consider going at some point.
Our next outing was a picnic at Goose Pond with
wonderful weather, wonderful conversation on
the porch and on the dock, and wonderful food
brought by all.
UMW received 2 very generous donations in
appreciation for the funeral receptions of Penny
A. and Mae P. allowing us to augment future
receptions and donations to local missions.
The UMW carpooled from the church next to
Noda Farm in Meriden on August 16th for
blueberry picking and a lunch visit with our
dear Marie K.

Let Us Listen to You
The Visitation Team is Here to Listen
Have you discovered the amazing gift of listening
and being listened to? In today’s world, it is rare
for people to take the time to really stop and listen
and be present with one another. Maybe you can’t
get out and about so well, or you’re feeling blue,
or you’d just like someone to chat with. Our
Visitation Team is here to help!
A handful of people are already trained,
supported, and ready to visit in homes or
hospitals as needed. We will share the friendship
and kindness of the church with you or your loved
one, and share support with one another. This
doesn’t take the place of a visit from Pastor Becca,
but can be a great supplement, and a wonderful
way to give and receive the blessing of the church
community with each other.
Would you like a visit? Would you like to visit
with others as part of a supportive community?
Please talk to Pastor Becca for more information
or to connect with the Visitation Team.

LUMC Welcomes People Home
Thank you to the whole congregation for your
incredible generosity! Thanks to you, Lebanon
UMC has been able to create a welcome kit for all
18 apartments in Parkhurst Community Housing,
a new facility that offers affordable housing for
people who have been chronically homeless. We
supplied each apartment with a shower curtain,
soap, cleaning products, and more! Thank you for
modeling what it means to be a neighbor and to
welcome others in love. Ari, William, and Becca
delivered the kits in person and the residents and
case manager were delighted by our church’s
care
and
kindness.

Sunday School Begins Sept. 16
It’s going to be a great year for learning and
growth through LUMC’s Sunday School Program!
All of our children’s classes follow the “Safe
Sanctuary” rules with two unrelated adults in
every classroom. Children are released to a
parent or other designated adult after worship.
Nursery Care for infants through 4 year olds is
offered every Sunday during the entire worship
service. Parents are welcome to stay in nursery
with their child and our caregiver, Jen. Worship
audio can be piped into the Nursery Room.
Discussion for Youth Grades 6-12 convenes in the
Parlor after Children’s Time during the last 3
Sundays of each month. Youth will encounter,
engage, and respond to a Biblical character or
story through creative discussion and activities.
One Room Sunday School for Grades K-5 gathers
in the classroom after Children’s Time, according
to the following schedule:
•
•
•

1st Sunday of the month: Family Worship and
Communion
2nd Sunday: Creative Sunday (crafts,
movement, dance, drama, music)
3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays: Traditional Bible
Lessons from “Whirl” published by Sparkhouse. The fall and winter theme are the
great people of the Old Testament like Noah,
Abraham, Rebekah, Jacob, Joseph, Deborah,
Elijah, Esther, Daniel, Jonah, and Isaiah.

The month of December is practice and
presentation of the Christmas Pageant. The
director this year is Chris T.
Ruth C. is recruiting monthly teachers for the
year. She also needs helpers and folks who want
to share their hobby and talents with the
children. See her soon to pick your favorite
months for teaching or helping.

UMW Invites All Women

From the Boiler Room

The United Methodist Women invite you to come
to the UMW Fall Gathering in North Haverhill on
September 29. Gather with other NH Methodist
Women for inspiration, music, worship, speakers, lunch, and communion. The cost for the day
is $8. We will carpool from the church at 7:45 am
and return about 3:30 pm. See Tina A. for details.
We will be exploring “How can YOU make a
difference?”

Trustees held a cleanup day in May and in addition to cleaning interior and exterior areas of the
church some maintenance projects were addressed as well as some pruning at the parsonage.

Our next regular meetings are at 11 am October
16, November 20, and December 18. Please join
us if you can.

Adult Sunday School Starts Sept. 16
Adult Sunday School will begin Sept. 16 at 9 a.m.
in the parlor. We will be discussing the book Tired
of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t Belong To, by
Lillian Daniel.
When Lillian Daniel apologized to a total stranger
for every bad thing that had ever been said or
done in the name of Christianity, he was surprised that she was responsible for all that. “The
Inquisition? Don’t even raise it, I’m way ahead of
you. I was mad about it before you even heard of
it, that’s how open-minded I am. Salem witch
trials? I know! So embarrassing. Can I hang out
with you anyway? You’re too kind.” “Religion is
responsible for all the wars in history,” they
would say, and I’d respond, “You’re so right. Don’t
forget imperialism, capitalism, and racism. Religion invented those problems too. You can tell
that because religious people can be found at all
their meetings.” In this book, Daniel argues that
it’s time for Christians to stop apologizing and
realize that how we talk about Christian community matters. With disarming candor laced with
just the right amount of humor, Daniel urges
open-minded Christians to explore ways to talk
about their faith journeys that are reasonable,
rigorous, and real (Publisher description).
All are welcome at the study. Check with Jody in
the office or George A. to get a book.

The church building received a facelift with the
staining and repair of the exterior shingles, trim
and doors. This was a huge project, and the
Trustees are grateful to the congregation for
financially supporting this much-needed care of
the building.
We would like to hear from anyone who has
maintenance skills willing to help when we have
plumbing, minor carpentry or even electrical
repairs.
Please remember that in carpeted areas, there
remains a request that folks avoid having food
and drink in those areas. Thank you.

Missions Team
A note of thanks: The Missions Team is so very
grateful to our entire Lebanon Church family for
always being so generous to our Mission projects
through the year.
Thank you for supporting our Mission Focus!
-May
Blanket Sunday
-June
Tools of Hope
-July/Aug Bakeless Bake Sale
-Sept
Silent Warriors
-Oct
Crop Walk
-Nov
Chris Hena, Missionary
-Dec
Holiday Baskets
… and all your monthly Listen Food Pantry
Shopping Cart Donations.
Future Mission Meeting Dates:
Sept 5th, Oct 3rd, Nov 7th & Dec 5th
Church Fellowship Coffee Hours:
Sept 30th & Dec 30th
SALT (Saturday Afternoon Lunch Together):
Sept 8th, Oct 13th, Nov 10th & Dec 8th.
All are welcome to help with these Mission
events. Together, we make a huge difference!
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