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creating a place at the table for everyone

Through the Red Doors
What’s happening inside, outside, and through Lebanon UMC
Lenten Series:

Roll Down, Justice!

Roll Down,
Justice!

Sunday School Lenten Reflection

let justice roll down
like waters, and
righteousness
like an ever-flowing
stream.
- Amos 5:24
Lent is a season of remembering who we are called to be
in this world, and renewing our baptismal identity. In
the early church, it was a time of preparation for new
believers and rededication to the Gospel message.
Worship alone is not enough; our prayer, praise, and
song must move us to action, seeking transformation in
our own lives and the life of the world. Otherwise, our
worship becomes empty, and as the prophet Amos
reminds us, God will look away from empty offerings
and shallow festivals. But if we attune ourselves to God’s
calling, then we produce an offering acceptable to God:
justice flowing like waterfalls, righteousness rolling like
an endless stream.
In our worship this Lent, we will hear and be moved by
the powerful music of Mark Miller, we will be connected
to our identity as God’s claimed and baptized children,
and we will be inspired to live so that our lives proclaim
God’s justice, righteousness, and love.
What prejudices are we challenged to “give up” this
Lent? How will we be moved to “give” of ourselves to the
world? Where will this journey take you, as the current
of God’s love sweeps you along?

This study is produced by the United
Methodist General Commission on Religion
and Race. It also will coincide with the
worship series that will be done in our church
during Lent.
GCORR’s Lenten Biblical Reflection, Roll
Down, Justice! written by Faye Wilson and
featuring the music and reflections of Mark A.
Miller, poses the following questions to
believers:
▪
▪

What are you prepared to give in
order to have a closer walk with God?
What can you give in order to embrace
anew the work of justice?
continued, page 2

~ Holy Week & Easter ~
all are welcome as we journey toward Easter!

Thurs., March 30, 7 pm: Holy Thursday
service of elements - Journey toward
the Water
Sunday, April 1, dawn: Ecumenical
“Sonrise” service, Colburn Park
Sunday, April 1, 10:30 am: Easter Service
at LUMC - Christ is Risen, no Foolin’!

Lenten Reflection: Justice

News from the Camp Booster

Mark Miller has written a collection of songs,
lyrics and music, which remind us of the work we
have to do. We all learn in different ways and this
study calls us to sing to ourselves and to each
other the call that we each have to do to “seek
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our
God.” Carry the commitment to care – to bring
about justice in God’s world – as a song in your
heart. Roll Down, Justice!

So… are you
pining for those
days when you
can soak up the
sun in your
shorts and flip
flops and swim
in the lake?
Those days will
be here before
you know it; as of February 1st there are 152 days
until Camp Wanakee opens! The Summer Camp
Schedule is now available at wanakee.org. Here are
a few things happening until camp:

GCORR’s Lenten Biblical Reflection, Roll Down,
Justice!, is based on six songs that are included in
the book/CD set Roll Down, Justice! – Sacred Songs
and Social Justice. The songs in this Lenten series
are offered as six videos, and each video includes
a guide for study:
Session 1: Child of God
Session 2: How Long?
February 25
Session 3: I Dream of a Church
March 4
Session 4: I Choose Love
March 11
Session 5: God Has Work for Us to Do March 18
Session 6: The Day is Coming
March 25
We’ll watch a short video at each session, listen to
Mark Miller’s songs of justice, reference scripture,
and have an open discussion each Sunday. My
opinion is that taking a good look at justice and
faith is very relevant to our world today.
We meet Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:00
a.m. in the parlor. All are welcome. Bill Nye, TV
commentator on science and engineering wrote
“Everyone you will ever meet knows something you
don’t. “We hope you'll come and share your
knowledge and perspective with us.
- George A.

S.A.L.T. Luncheons on the 2nd
Saturday each month at NOON
Cally L. welcomes volunteers to donate food
and/or attend our monthly meal. Each month on
the 2nd Saturday, we share a lunch with one
another and with all in our community who are
seeking good food and warm fellowship. SALT
stands for Saturday Afternoon Lunch Together.

January 25th – we had 8 church friends help at the
Dartmouth hockey concessions. It is a fundraiser
for our Camp Scholarships, we receive 10% of the
sales. Thank you so much to the helpers that
volunteered! This is an annual fundraiser so we’ll
be working the concessions next year!
April 8th – Camp Sunday, wear your comfy camp
clothes on this day. We will sing camp songs and
enjoy all things related to camp, plus a potluck
lunch to top it off! More information will be
published closer to the date.
May 5th - Work Day at Wanakee from 9-3, lunch
included. It’s a great way to feel empowered as we
all work toward the same goal: getting camp ready
for the Summer campers. It’s a wonderful way to
give back, I’d love to have a group attend Work Day
this year. See me with questions, all are welcome!
June 23rd - Expo Camp & Open House from 9-3.
Expo Camp is for ages 4-12 to explore camp at this
annual free day, this day gives a good flavor of camp
for first timers. Have fun swimming, playing games,
crafting, hiking the trails, having lunch and singing
songs. Open House is for all ages, bring a picnic
lunch and enjoy a day at Wanakee. Registration is
required for Expo or Open House at wanakee.org.
Check out the camp’s website to see all the offerings
at Wanakee. It gives a good sense of this special
place, a “beautiful spiritual place in the hills”.
See you round the campfire! - Amy N.

Learning Together

Vacation Bible Adventure 2018

Pastor Becca undertakes Doctor of
Ministry- Congregational Leadership

Daniel’s Courage in Captivity

In late January, I began the coursework phase of a
Doctoral program through Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary. This program will consist of two
in-person sessions and a handful of mid-week
seminars, online coursework, and a time of project
implementation and writing. During this time, our
ministry and work together continues, and at the
completion of the program I will receive a Doctor of
Ministry degree specializing in Congregational Leadership and a certificate of Non-Profit Administration
from the Kellogg School of Management.
I’m excited about this program, because it gives me the
opportunity to learn from the best wisdom of both the
church and business world, to strengthen our ministry
and our relationships with one another, and to engage
in a project together to improve our church and our
ministry. Specifically, I am interested in learning how
our understanding of the leadership roles of the pastor
and leaders in the congregation can improve so that
each member and participant in the church has a
stronger connection to their own leadership, ministry,
and relationship with God and others.
The first in-person session was an excellent entry into
this program, and it was more than I’d hoped for! My
main take-aways from this learning so far are:
• Because the church is God’s beloved community, we
must attend to how we live and serve together. The
way we do what we do matters, and can and should
be done with excellence.
• Everything we do needs to be aligned with God’s
calling for us, our why. In the case of The UMC, I
believe our purpose is to be participants in the
transformation God is working in all of creation—
including us! Making sure everything we do flows
from this purpose will make our ministries stronger
and more effective.
• Let’s look at how we offer opportunities for
leadership and service, and how to make these
opportunities more meaningful for those who take
them up. I believe that how we serve can strengthen
our faith.
I’m excited to be on this journey of growth and learning
together with you!
- Becca

Come join us this year for Vacation Bible
Adventure from Sunday, July 29th through
Wednesday, August 1st, 6:00 - 7:45 pm. Plans
are already underway for our adventure in
Babylon!
During this intergenerational program, all
ages of adults and children will visit ancient
Babylon and learn the story of Daniel's
courage— a from his capture in Jerusalem to
his rescue from a den of lions.
You'll be able to experience the exotic sounds,
sights, smells, and drama as you enter the
Marketplace. Sample tidbits of items typically
eaten during that time period from the Food
Court. And you’ll encounter daily visits with
Daniel and Ashpenaz, the king's chief of staff,
that bring Daniel's adventures to life while he
is held captive by King Nebuchadnezzar.
All are welcome to attend for all four
evenings or just one. This is a fun time for
everyone. Sing, play, learn, and grow as we
explore together!
We are looking for volunteers for the
following areas: Shopkeepers, Drama Team,
Costumes, Computer related projects,
Photography, Publicity, Posters, Props/set
design.
For more information or if you're interested
in helping, contact Ruth C. (603-448-6884),
or Amy N.
See you soon in Babylon!

UMCOR Sunday is March 25

Worship Assistants Needed

The United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) is there for the people of the USA and
abroad to help comfort, feed, and shelter the
people who suffer floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, and war. Your gift on March
25 will underwrite its work so that every
dollar given to these disasters can go toward
helping people. In the wake of disasters,
UMCOR is present among the devastation to
provide relief and hope. All of us can make a
difference in these times of need by
participating in UMCOR Sunday (formerly One
Great Hour of Sharing).

Would you like to greet the congregation or
hand out bulletins, light the altar candles and
collect the offering on Sunday mornings?
Would you like to be the liturgist and deliver
the call to worship and read scripture? No
experience is needed for these important
aspects of our worship service. If you would
like to be a worship assistant in any of these
roles please contact Jody P. at the office: 603448-5478, or office@lebanonumc.net. Office
Hours are Tuesday - Friday 9 am – 1 pm.

Dip Dinner for Local Missions
March 18th after Worship
Come for a delicious meal and donate to your
favorite Upper Valley charitable organiza-tions
like The Haven, Headrest, WISE, Listen, The
Humane Society, The Family Place, and Dismas
House. The United Methodist Women will host
the meal, and prepare all your favorite treats.
You are invited to count the number of “dips”
you take into your plate, and donate per dip to
benefit our local missions (or you can just
make a donation overall). Thank you for
supporting our neighbors through this activity.
What a tasty way to help our community!

How to get an announcement in
the Sunday Bulletin and
News & Notes
Do you have news from your LUMC team? Just
send an email to Becca (pastor@lebanonumc.org)
or Jody (office@lebanonumc.org) with the
announcement enclosed. Be sure to include: Who,
What, Where, When, and perhaps Why and How.
Imagine you are new to church or to the area: what
would you need or want to know in order to feel
included in events?

Communications Team Needs
Moreyou
Members
Would
enjoy spreading the word about our
church and its activities? Speak to Communications Team Chair Sharon P. to volunteer or
contact Jody at the office during office hours or
via email (office@lebanonumc.net). There will
be occasional meetings and you can work from
home. We are also looking for someone to keep
our scrapbook up to date with pictures, etc.
Pictures will be provided. Let’s share the good
news of all God is doing through LUMC!

Help with Hospitality
Our coffee hour after Worship service is an
important part of our fellowship and we
appreciate Kevin & Angie L. for picking up and
providing us with the Panera goodies each
week. We would like to be able to supplement
along with the Panera some other good foods
such as fruits, veggies, cheese and crackers, etc.
Also we get thirsty, so juice and when in season
apple cider are always a favorite. To go along
with coffee is the need for half & half and sugar.
And who doesn’t like peanut butter and cream
cheese to spread on all those delicious bagels?
If you would like to help with these other items
please contact Angie L. at church or by email,
or Jody P. at the office, and let us know what
you would like to bring to help with coffee
hour. We also need helpers with setting up
before and cleaning up after the coffee hour.
Thank you for making our time together
special!

UVIP Welcomes New Organizers
Updates from United Valley
Interfaith Project
•

Nancy Glynn and Aron DiBacco will be
helping the Economic Justice Team organize
for action in the NH legislature and in
Claremont. They are part time as UVIP does
a national search for a lead organizer.

•

The Aging with Dignity Team continues to
promote its curriculum "Useful Tools for
Aging with Dignity" around the Upper Valley.
Twelve participants took the course at our
church in January and February. Watch the
Sunday bulletin for other opportunities to
experience this 5-week course.

•

The Immigration Network continues to hold
prayer vigils in Manchester at the ICE
building on the 1st Tuesday of each month
and to plan for "sanctuary" for families and
individuals who seek it. The Meriden
Congregational Church recently voted to
open its facilities to such folks.

New Christian Education Offering
Mark your calendars now for
Living a Compassionate Life
Please join us for a new intergenerational
program for dinner for three Wednesday
evenings this spring.
We will gather from 5:30- 7 pm on March 28th,
April 25th, and May 23rd. We will eat together
and engage in an intergenerational curriculum
entitled An Illustrated Compassion.
On these 3 Wednesday evenings will we be
focusing on a bible passage that helps us engage
with the theme "Living a Compassionate Life".
We have a lot of fun together at intergenerational programs like Vacation Bible Adventure,
and here is another opportunity to build
relationships together. We are looking forward
to seeing you there!
If you have any questions, or if you would like to
volunteer with helping provide the meal please
reach out to Skye M.

United Methodist Women
Meetings and Service
March 18--March Dip Dinner for Local Missions.
April 17, 11am, Fellowship Hall. Bring lunch.
May 15, 11am, Fellowship Hall. Bring lunch.
June 19, noon, Potluck Picnic, Goose Pond.

RESPONSE MAGAZINE
Response Magazine is available in the Narthex
for you to borrow. It is for anyone who likes to
read about women in mission.
In this magazine, you will find the inspiring,
true stories of women helping communities in
our nation and around the world. Also
included are Bible studies. Response is the
magazine of the United Methodist Women,
which will be celebrating 150 years of
existence in 2019. Just borrow the monthly
magazine and return it to the narthex when
you are done.
submitted by
Martha S.

Save the Date: June 2!

Get Together
The weekend has finally arrived. It’s been a busy
week; lots of stuff going on. Some of it’s pretty good
but there also have been some issues you’d like to get
off your chest and share with someone. There’s a gettogether scheduled at your house and there’ll be folks
there that you haven’t seen in a while. It’ll be a great
time for sharing and maybe time to conduct some
business that needs to be done.
You’ve laid out the welcome mat letting people know
that your doors are open: your hearts and minds also.
A lot of the people coming will be family; familiar with
your home, but just in case others show up you’ve
reminded yourself to be on the lookout for them.
There’s ample room for all and you’re confident that
your home is attractive and a comfortable place to be.
As the day proceeds you’re telling stories, listening to
stories, and exchanging information. You happen to
notice that there are a couple of people in your house
that you don’t recognize and ask yourself, should I
interrupt what I’m doing and welcome them? You
surmise that someone probably already did that as
you know that a couple of the family are good at
welcoming strangers, so you might as well let them do
it.
On the other hand, this is your house, and you think
that maybe, even if you’re shy or preoccupied, you
should welcome them. You could thank them for
coming, non-obtrusively ask them if they are visiting
the Upper Valley or live here, and point out that there
are refreshments.
I’ve heard many say that Lebanon UMC feels like home
to many and that they also feel that they are part of a
family. As part of that family, whether you be a
member or a regular attendee, it’s polite to welcome
strangers to your house. Sometimes it might be
inconvenient or interrupt something you feel is
important or gratifying.
However, welcoming newcomers and strangers
should be task for everyone, not just a few.
- George A.

Indoor Yard Sale gathers our community and benefits our budget
Saturday, June 2 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
- Donate, Help, Shop See Linda K. to volunteer, and start saving your
treasures to donate!

Book recommendation:
Agile Church by Dwight Zscheile
If I could recommend one book that sums up
why I am pursuing a Doctoral degree in
Congregational Leadership, that book would
be The Agile Church: Spirit-Led Innovation in
an Uncertain Age by Dwight Zscheile.
In it, the author describes well the changing
face of our culture and the church’s role in
that, and reminds us to go easy on ourselves,
because the disciples didn’t always get things
right the first time. Drawing on lessons from
innovative business, creativity, and even jazz,
Zscheile encourages the church to try boldly
and remain open to learning, while
maintaining our presence and faithfulness.
Find this book in a book store, online, or
borrow my copy, and let me know what you
think!
In worship, I also
mentioned Simon
Sinek’s book and
TED talk Start
With Why.
You can search for
that talk online or
borrow the book
from me if you
would like to
know more.
- Becca
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