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creating a place at the table for everyone

Through the Red Doors
What’s happening inside, outside, and through Lebanon UMC
“Imagine
the People
of God”
Worship
Series
“Believing, receiving, becoming God’s love, imagine
the people of God.” – Mark Miller
What does it look like to live as a community of
“the people of God”? How are our lives transformed when we believe, receive, care, share,
seek, and dream as God’s children?
This fall, we gather together again as the Beloved
Community, the people of God. We will look at the
lives and experiences of the early church as they
sought to be faithful disciples of Jesus, and we
will dream and vision of how we as a church can
be ever-better vessels of God’s love on earth.
Together we will unlock the gifts God gives us for
our life together: gifts of imagination, compassion, transformation and fruition.
At Lebanon UMC, we are creating a place at the
table for everyone! Join us as together we
imagine better relationships, better community,
a better church, and a better world!
The series begins on Gathering Day with a
celebration of God’s imagination for us as a
community, and a potluck celebration after
worship. See you there!

Lebanon United Methodist Church
Creating a place at the table for everyone
Through our visioning, prayer, and study together,
we have come to see our mission at Lebanon UMC in
a new light: we believe that we are called to create a
place at the table for everyone. This means that we
make sure all are welcome at the communion table
(keeping our worship service inclusive and inviting),
at the food table (providing for the nourishment and
physical needs of our neighbors as best we can), and
at tables of decision-making and power-sharing.
What are we doing to create places at every table?
In worship, we continue to prioritize invitational,
engaging worship that welcomes and uplifts people
of every age, gift, and walk of life.
At the food table, look for the re-launch of our S.A.L.T.
(Saturday Afternoon Lunch Together) meals, beginning in October, and hopefully in collaboration
with others in our area (speak with Cally L. for more
information).
When it comes to tables of
decision-making, we begin
with own church structure,
recently transitioning our
Administrative Board into a
Church Council (all are
welcome at the next meeting, October 16, 7 pm), and
look for opportunities to
engage in dialog within our
community. There is much
more still to come!
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Vacation Bible Adventure: Paul and the Underground Church
Another Joy- and Fun-Filled Program!
Lebanon UMC’s third “Holy Land Adventure”
Vacation Bible program brought us to Rome to
learn about Paul and the early Christian Church.
This was also one of our biggest events yet, with
about 80 people participating in one way or
another: as volunteers, working with set up/clean
up, donating supplies and food, or registering and
participating! When you consider that our average
attendance is about 75, this means that we had
more than 100% participation from our congregation in this year’s Vacation Bible Adventure!
The program brought together people of all ages
from within the congregation and the community.
For four nights, Lebanon UMC was transformed
into a Roman community, with singing and family
time in the sanctuary, games on the front lawn, a
prison cell, an underground cave, and a bustling
marketplace. Children, youth, and adults learned
and played together as family groups, and youth
and adults participated in role playing, enacting
dramas, staffing booths in the marketplace, and
caring for the set and props before, during, and
after the event. Everyone had a chance to participate, to learn, and to have a lot of fun!
This program would not have been possible
without the generous help of our volunteers and
the gifts of the donors in our church and community. From the congregation and extended
family, we had 42 volunteers giving their time and
donations! We also received donations from community businesses, and want to offer a special
thanks to NCC Theatre for the use of costumes and
props, The Country Cobbler and All-Secure Locks
for materials used in the program, and Panera
Bread for food used Sunday morning and throughout the week. If you are doing business in the area
and have the chance to say thank you to these local
vendors, please do so! And a huge thank you to
Ruth, Judy, and the dozens of Vacation Bible
Adventure volunteers! You all made this event a
tremendous success!
Gratias!

This page: Extollo (singing) to gather, a thief caught in
the marketplace, participants enjoy the carpentry shop.
Facing: (col 1) Fearless co-coordinators, giant building
blocks, members of the underground church, chariot
races, Paul under house arrest; (col 2) a Roman Senator
and guard, leather-working, creating an aqueduct,
Marcus hiding from the Romans; (col 3) toga demonstrations, metal working. Photos by Steve B.

Vacation Bible Adventure
Thank you to our volunteers and donors!
CO-COORDINATORS
Ruth C - Judy K
FAMILY LEADERS
Sharon P - Amy N - Skye M
Ben A - Paul M - Meg M
DRAMA
George A - Bob L - Linda A - Jim G
John R - Adam J - John C - Bill C
Justin B - Rosie J
MARKETPLACE
Jody P - Laura S - Ashley C - Cally L
Jodi G - Tom G - Bob P - Sean D
Rich H - Becca G
COSTUMES
Lyn H - Jane J - Alita G - Ruthie B
Dianne S
PHOTOGRAPHY
Steve B - Cindy W - Anna C
PROPS, FOOD, MATERIALS
Jay H - Jeanette H
All-Secure Locks
Country Cobbler
NCCT – Panera
EXTOLLO
Suzy S - Chris T
GAMES
Tess C
REGISTRATION
Tracy B

Summer Camp News from the Camp Booster Back to (Sunday) School
As Fall unfolds, it’s time for our
Sunday School programming to
begin again at Lebanon UMC! We
offer opportunities for learning for
people of all ages.

This summer we had various
children from the church attend
summer camp at Wanakee
United Methodist Center. We
have heard back from them, and
we know that Rosie, William,
Ari, and Ashley all had a very
good time. Wanakee certainly is
a “beautiful spiritual place in the
hills”.
The church was able to give
scholarships to all camp attendees. This fall/winter, with your
help, we will be working two
Dartmouth hockey games to
raise funds for our scholarship
program. More information will
be shared closer to the dates of
the hockey games.
Other programs are going on at
Wanakee throughout the year,
so please be sure to check the
website at wanakee.org.

The Adult Sunday School class
meets from 9 – 10 a.m. in the parlor. All are invited to join in a 5x5
Bible reading plan to read and
discuss the New Testament.
One event coming up from September 22-24 is a Senior High
Retreat for grades 9-12. The cost
is $95 and includes meals and
lodging. Registration is open on
the website.
Please contact me if you have
any questions regarding camp.
We have a few other camps in
the NE Conference.
See ya ‘round the campfire,
- Amy N

All ages are invited to worship together on the first Sunday of each
month; there will be no Sunday
School that week, but the nursery
will remain open and staffed.
Children and youth Sunday School
classes return, with the youth class
in the parlor for discussion and
activities. Meanwhile, children in
grades K-5 will gather in the
classroom for creative activity (2nd
Sunday of the month) and lessons
about Jesus and his love.

Mission News and Opportunity in Haiti
Bob P. recently returned from his
thirteenth trip to Haiti. Once again,
the donations from Lebanon UMC
helped feed hundreds of children a
hot lunch during their Bible School;
thank you for your generosity!

(above)
Repairing a
roof;
(right) All
that remains
of the church
in Durocher.

In addition, Bob and the team he
was with worked
to repair roofs
damaged or destroyed by Hurricane Matthew,
which devastated
many homes and
churches.
Moved by what
he saw and experienced in Haiti,

Bob has agreed to help the congregation at Durocher build a new
church. Their previous building was
completely destroyed last fall by the
Hurricane. You are invited to join in
this mission opportunity! The Volunteers in Missions (VIM) team dates
are tentatively April 6 - 16, 2018. You
are not expected to be a skilled
worker; skilled Haitian workers will
be hired. Those who are able will
serve as “gofers” carrying concrete
blocks and buckets. However, building relationships is most important.
The children especially respond to
any hand games or other non-verbal
activities. For more on your Haiti
experience, please talk with Bob P.
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