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Visit us at gcumc3.org or Find us on Facebook:  “Gibson City UMC” 

Pastor—John Tennyson  
               
Church Phone 217-784-5452 
Church Email gcumc@sbcglobal.net 

Saturday • 5:30pm—Casual Worship 
Sunday • 8:45am—Traditional Worship 

Sunday • 11:00am—Contemporary Worship 
 

Sunday School—10:00am 
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At each location, there will be a soup and bread meal at 
6:00pm with a worship service beginning at 7:00pm. 
This year’s theme is “Finding God in Uncommon 
Places.  
 

3/6 Ash Wednesday (Regular Fellowship Meal with  
 Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm) 
3/13 1st Presbyterian 
3/20 American Lutheran 
3/27 No Service—Spring Break 
4/3 New Beginnings  
4/10 GCUMC 
4/17 1st Christian 
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4/14 Parade of Palms (also at SNL on the 13th) 
4/19 Good Friday Service (at American Lutheran) 
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On Easter Sunday we will have our 
regular worship services at 8:45am 
and 11:00am and Sunday School at 
10:00am. The Saturday Night Light 
Service will be held at 5:30pm on 
the 31st. 
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Our annual special Parade of 
Palms offering for missions 
will be taken on Palm Sunday, 
April 14th and also during the 
Saturday Night Light Service 

on April 13th. All money given will go directly 
towards our missionaries.  
Children of all ages are invited to participate in the 
waving of palm branches and sharing their music in 
worship at the beginning of each church service on 
Palm Sunday. Children will meet downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall at 8:30 a.m. to participate in the 8:45 
service. Those who will be helping with the 11:00 
service will meet in the Fellowship Hall following 
Sunday School.   
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The GCUMC Youth will be 
hosting this fundraising 
event, that will help them 
fund their Mission Trip to 
Scranton, PA in June, 2019. 
While in Scranton, they will 
be completing home 
improvements for the elderly 
and poor of that and 

surrounding communities. We will serve an Italian 
dinner from 4:30 to 5:30. Followed by numerous 
performances from local talent, as well as live auction 
of yummy homemade pies! Please join us for this fun 
event. ����
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As I was pondering Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know 
that I am God,” I realized that I had initially assumed 
that to “be still” meant to “be silent”.  But the New 
American Standard Version provides a broader 
understanding. It reads “Cease striving, and know that I 
am God”. 

God, who is the Source of Life and All We Need, 
deserves and desires our love expressed through our 
unobstructed attention.  True devotion can be defined as 
time focused on being fully present to God - His 
presence, power, perspective, direction, and voice. 

The challenge of being “still before God” asks each of 
us: When, where, and how often are you “fully present” 
to God? – with no distractions, no agenda, when it’s not 
about “me” but it’s about God? 

Truth: we can easily go days without realizing we are in 
the presence of God. It only takes about 24 hours to lose 
a healthy sense that God is the Source of All that Is.  

Also True: God can infuse our lives with His joy, 
power, and character - in short order, if we give Him 
our full attention. 

To be still before God may include silence, but most of 
all it means finding some time and a place to free 
ourselves from all other distractions and be fully present 
to God. 

Here are four thoughts about being still: 

1. First Act of Devotion: get up 15 minutes earlier to 
spend those minutes solely devoted to God  - 
don’t leave house without expressing your love and 
thanksgiving to God. 

2. Midday Re-Focus: Give 5 minutes of your lunch 
time to prayer or reading your hymnal. 

3. Throughout the Day: Ponder the weekly scripture 
focus verse for the sole purpose: - to hear God, to 
open our minds heart, and will to the God who is 
always present and waiting to receive our loving 
attention. 

4. Watch one sunrise or sunset per week alone with 
God 
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The Men’s Breakfast group of the 
Gibson City United Methodist 
Church would like to honor all of 
the fire fighters, members of the 
police force, and EMTs serving 
the Gibson City area for their 

service to the community and surrounding area by 
inviting them to a Chili & Oyster dinner.  It will be held 
from 5:30-7:00 PM on Thursday, March 14th, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  All the men of the church are also 
invited. 
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The next date we 
are scheduled to 
help with the Food 
Pantry (now at the 
old ALCO 

building) is March 23rd. Help will also be needed on 
Friday evening, March 22nd to get things set up. Please 
contact the office if you are able to help.  
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All men and boys of our church family are invited to 
attend the first ever GCUMC March Madness 
Celebration! 

Date:  Sunday, March 10th 
Time:  4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Location:  Fellowship Hall 
Who:  All guys (ages 1 – 100!) 

There will be lots of food (wings, nachos, etc.), a wide 
variety of sports’ related games, trivia, and fun, and our 
special guest, GCMS Varsity Wrestling Coach Josh 
Carter . 
 

In order to prepare enough food, please RSVP on or 
before Tuesday, March 5th.    RSVP by contacting the 
office (784-5452 or gcumc@sbcglobal.net) OR by 
signing up on the form located in the coffee area outside 
the church office. 
 

Come alone or come with a friend or family member.  
Everyone is welcome to be part of the team and enjoy 
the celebration! 
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Wesleyana Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 12th at 
1:30pm at the Villas of Holly Brook. 
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Home delivery of 
communion elements 
is available to 
members/attendees 
who are unable to 
participate in church 
services.  Members/
Attendees who have 
temporary health 

issues that prevent them from attending services may 
also be served.  If you are interested in learning more 
about this, please contact  Judy Eckhoff of the 
Connection Team, Pastor John or the church office.  
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Periodically, the church is notified of prayer concerns. 
This information is communicated, by email, to all 
members and attendees who have provided an email  
address.  If you do not have access, nor use a computer, 
but want to stay in touch with Prayer Requests, the 
Telephone Prayer Chain was re-introduced.  This allows 
members to receive “pray without ceasing” prayer 
requests in an alternate manner other than email. 
How does this work?  
 
The Telephone Prayer Chain is a ‘phone tree’.  When a 
‘Pray without Ceasing’ email is sent out, April 
will   also initiate the Telephone Prayer Chain, by 
calling the first person on the list   
To participate, members must contact the church office 
or the Connection Team chair, Judy Eckhoff.   
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We have had quite the start to 2019 with Growing in 
God. We missed two whole weeks due to weather, but 
are back in session and hoping for Spring to arrive!  
 
Our K-5 kids just finished up a couple of mission-
themed weeks where we made Valentines to go to our 
shut-ins, students, and military families.  

 
The next two weeks we will 
focus on Prayer and learning 
how to pray, why we pray, 
and some tips and ways to 
remind ourselves to always 
be in prayer.  

 
We are going to start up a 
brand new Lenten Study 
starting on March 6th (Ash 
Wednesday). Each week we 
will focus on 2-4 of the 
Stations of the Cross. Each 
week we will have a lesson 
and discussion on these topics 
and also complete a color 
sheet.  
 
On Wednesday, April 17th, 
all Growing in God families 
and members of the church 
are invited to join us in a prayer walk through the 
stations that the kids learned about in the previous 
weeks. We will have volunteers to walk you through as 
a family or small groups of friends. Each station will 
have a brief devotion and prayer. As families go through 
they will get to see the coloring pages that the children 
decorated and also the kids should be able to remember 
and possibly give comments on each station drawn from 
the discussions we had in class. The time is not yet set 
for this event, but will most likely follow the Fellowship 
Meal.  
 
Wednesday, April 24th, will be our last Growing in God 
for the season. We are working on planning a 
resurrection party as it follows Easter Sunday. We will 
provide more information as it gets closer.  
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Lyle Goltz  1 
Courtney Gramley 1 
Doug Eckerty  2 
Judy Eckhoff  2 
Deanna Freehill  2 
Jane Hill   2 
Nellie Kinder  3 
Meladee Ferguson 4 
Mary Hinthorn  4 
Rowan Vogel  4 

Janite Barnes   6 
Halle Willoby    6 
Andy Bennett    7 
Lucas Lange    7 
Rebecca Littlefield   7 
Bryan Bennett    8 
Jill Greenlee    8 
Jeremy Steidinger   9 
John Strebeck  10 
Karla Miller  11 
Adalynn Bielfeldt  11 
Angie Woodward  12 
Megan Whitehouse 13 
Carson Brown  13 
Sandy Reynolds  14 
Rudy Strebeck  14 
Dan Kearfott  18 

Jaxson Cole  18 
Amy McNutt  19 
Jeremy Grider  21 
Olivia Mullis  21 
Cindy Bell  22 
Alison Vogel  22 
Sarah Chase  23 
Diana Harmon  23 
Donald Hiner  23 
Link Woodward  24 
Colleen Lange  25 
Liam Hawthorne  25 
Shirley Rosendahl 26 
Drake Royal  26 
Ross Royal  26 
Gene Everett  27 
Sarah Fairfield  28 

Ruth Davis  29 
Molly Augspurger 30 
Martise Evans                31

                          Day         Years 
Ralph & Marinell Jones    6      60  
Roger & Kathleen Reum    6      20 
Howard & Jo Nettleton     8      67 
Jon & Bonnie Clark      19      31 
Rick & Becky Young   20      39 
Michael & Kaci Farmer  25      13 

Nursing Home 
Residents 
        

Manor 
     Delores Brown 
     Ruth Fisher 
     Edna Goembel 
     Carol Hari 
     Jane Hill 
     Alfred Landau 
     Phil Lutz 
     Judith Peters 
     Ima Jean Ping 
           
Annex 
     Mary Rosebraugh 
     Doug Hager 

     Marie Schneck 
     Joan Longmire 
     Evelyn Wachstetter 
     Janet McKinty 
     Wayne Apperson 
     
     Paxton Health Care 
     Bill Dueringer 
 
Health Concerns 
     Delmar Bedel 
     Edith Christensen 
     Nancy Davis 
     Gabe Fairchild 
     Ruth Fisher 
     Phil Lutz 
 
 

Servicemen and women 
     SSG Colton Young 
     AB Cody McCoy 
     PFC Glenn Mehl III 

Jan 2019 Offering for Budget  $2763.80 

Weekend Sat 
5:30 

Sun 
8:45 

Sun 
11:00 

January 26th and 27th 18 84 29 

February 2nd & 3rd 15 95 35 

February 9th & 10th 17 97 33 

February 16th & 17th    
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March Mission Socks 
will be collected on 
March 16th/17th and 

will benefit the school in 
Nepal. 
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Please remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour before 
going to bed on March 9th. 
Daylight savings time begins 
March 10th at 2am!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
5:30pm—Fellowship Meal 

6:30pm—GIG (PreK-5th Grade) 
6:30pm—MS/HS Youth Group 

7:30pm– Sanctuary Choir 
8:30pm—Jake’s Boys    

1 2 Communion 
 
5:30 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light Worship 

3 Communion 
7:00 AM 
Men’s Breakfast 
 
8:45 AM 
Traditional Worship 
 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 AM 
Contemporary 
Worship 

4 
9:00 AM  
Prayers 
 
7:-00 PM 
Trustees 

5 
1:00 PM 
Communion 
Manor/Annex 
 
12:00 PM 
Lion’s Lunch 

6 
WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
1:00 PM 
Connection Team 
 
7:00 PM 
Ash Wednesday 
Service 

7 
7:00 PM 
Finance 

8 9 
5:30 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light Worship 

10 
8:45 AM 
Traditional Worship 
 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 AM 
Contemporary 
Worship 

11 
9:00 AM  
Prayers 
 
7:00 PM 
Covenant Council 

12 
12:00 PM 
Lion’s Lunch 
 
1:30 PM 
Wesleyana Circle 

13 
WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
7:00 PM 
Pie Night @ Manor 
 
6:00 PM 
Community Lenten 
Meal/Service  
(1st Presbyterian) 

14 
5:30 PM 
Chili/Oyster 
Supper 

15 16 
Mission Socks 
 
5:30 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light Worship 

17 Mission Socks 
8:45 AM 
Traditional Worship 
 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 AM 
Contemporary 
Worship 

18 
9:00 AM  
Prayers 

19 
12:00 PM 
Lion’s Lunch 

20 
WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
6:00 PM 
Community Lenten 
Mea/Service 
(Lutheran Church) 

21 22 23 
8:30 AM 
Food Pantry 
Help 
 
5:30 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light Worship 

24 
8:45 AM 
Traditional Worship 
 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 AM 
Contemporary 
Worship 

25 
9:00 AM  
Prayers 

26 
10:00 AM 
Communion @ 
Holly Brook 
 
12:00 PM 
Lion’s Lunch 

27 
NO 
WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
NO 
COMMUNITY 
LENTEN 
SERVICE 

28 29 30 
5:30 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light Worship 

31 
8:45 AM 
Traditional Worship 
 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 AM 
Contemporary 
Worship 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
March 3rd—Youth Mission Dinner and Talent Show! 4:30pm 
March 10th—Men’s March Madness 4:30pm 
March 14th—Chili/Oyster Appreciation Dinner—5:30 pm 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Gibson City United Methodist Church 
206 East 10th Street 
Gibson City, IL  60936 
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OUR STAFF 

 Liturgist Greeters 
(West, South, North) Acolytes 

Sound 
Room 
(8:45) 

Projector 
(8:45) 

Projector  
(11:00) 

March 4 Sharon Pool 
Dean & Lisa Farmer 

Wayne & Terry Snyder 
Greg & Sharon Pool 

Demi McCullough Jon Clark Zander 
Wier 

Phillip 
Littell 

March 
11 

Donna 
Douglas 

Jim & Chris Hazen 
Don & Janet Jensen 

Joyce Dewey & Family 
Zoe Wier Lonnie 

Engel 
Connor 
Engel 

Kearfott 
Family 

March 
18 

Karen 
Kummerow 

Jim & Chris Hazen 
Don & Janet Jensen 

Joyce Dewey & Family 
Maysen Frashier Steve 

Hawthorne 
Erin 

Arsenault 
Katie 

Steidinger 

March 
25 

Marsha 
Riddle 

Bill & Karla Hunter 
Phil & Jean Noellsch 
Jon & Bonnie Clark 

Grace Steidinger Jon Clark Quinley 
Family 

Phillip 
Littell 

Head Usher for March is 

March 
31 

Kim Fisher 
Bill & Karla Hunter 
Phil & Jean Noellsch 
Jon & Bonnie Clark 

Maci & Maddox 
Lindelof 

Lonnie 
Engel 

Dani 
Eckerty 

Katie 
Steidinger 

Pastor—John Tennyson                cell 217-249-5453 email: pastorgcumc@sbcglobal.net 
Children/Youth Coordinator—April Rotramel cell 217-778-6728 email: gcumcyouth@att.net 
Administrative Assistant—April Rotramel    office 217-784-5452 email: gcumc@sbcglobal.net 

Church Custodian— 
Organist—Beverly Nagle 
Choir Director—Ruth Davis 

Nursery Attendants—Melissa Jamison 
                                   Susan Schultz, Volunteer 
                                


