
Prayer Requests* 
This Holiday Season*Our Team to walk in Unity and good communication. This is the first team for me on which I am
the only westerner as well, so please pray for me extra hard for good communication, understanding, and cultural

exchange. *Prayer for the Teams we are hosting from Hong Kong and America*Retreat with the students*Strength and
good health

Christmas Wish List 
In my updates I have mentioned about the Bible Study I started with a few girls from the university who asked me to go through the bible with

them. At first, there were only about 3-4 girls, but now there are about 10. In fact, there are 6 others who want to study as well. One of the girls I
work with loves the Bible and wants to be more active in the discipleship of the university students. So I am helping to coach her in leading the

second group herself. The girls mostly use their phones to read the bible. This has been working ok, but I feel like they should have their own bible
to read, to write in, to highlight, to sketch, whatever it is they need to do to interact with the word of God. The bibles I have to give away are only
the New Testament, which works fine for evangelism or introducing the gospel to New believers. But these girls are in a place where they want to
understand the whole Bible better, including the Old Testament, as the OT is important for us to fully grasp God's character and the importance of

Jesus. I contacted the Thai Bible Society, and they have a special for Christmas where I can get the girls a full Bible for about $15 each. So this
Christmas I am asking for Bibles. :D  If you would like to sponsor a Bible for a student this Christmas, please contact me through email:

lix360@gmail.com or through Facebook: Alexis Worthen. I will give you the details on how to sponsor this project. You can also help by passing it
on to your colleagues, church, base, organization. Someone might want to join in! Also, prayer is so much appreciated. We need wisdom when

teaching others to teach the truth as to not misinterpret or misunderstand the Word of God. Thanks a bunch and Merry Christmas!!!!

 

        Whatever organization or church we belong to, we all can agree on the importance of unity within our families, teams, workplaces, churches, friendships, etc. We all come from different
backgrounds with different perspectives and different giftings. Being so different can cause tension and discord easily, but if we are united in the same spirit with the same goal, God can use
those differences to do something amazing and beautiful. This is something that God is highlighting for me in this new season. It has been three months now that I have been living and working in
Surat Thani, Thailand. My last newsletter was all celebration at how God brought things together so well with my move to a new place and a new focus for ministry. As we get to know each
other, live together and work together though, inevitably, conflict arises. This is normal and is a reality of living in a broken world. We want butterflies, rainbows, and unicorns all the time, but
that isn't real life and neither is that what God promises us. What He does promise us is that He will walk alongside us in the good times as well as the hard times. The important thing is
communication, patience, and putting God at the center of our team. After clearing up a recent conflict, one of my teammates laughingly said that God must be doing something really important
through us because the enemy is trying too hard to disrupt our team. This struck me and encouraged me to overcome my feelings and fears and to press on. Because I truly believe God is using our
team to bring transformation to the students' lives and to Thailand through them. God provided me with an amazing team here in Surat Thani. There are 6 of us who are on the "leadership" team.
We come from different organizations, countries, churches, and backgrounds. Each one of us has a unique personality, work-style, and vision. But what we do have in common is the desire to
disciple the students who come to faith in a way that gives them a firm foundation to stand on when they graduate and leave us. We see that a common issue all over Thailand is that students
come to faith but when they leave university they return home or move somewhere else to work, for one reason or another, they turn away from their walk with God.  Our team should not be able
to work together in all actuality. We are too different for it to be successful. But that is what glorifies God, that His spirit unites us is the reason we do work together well. It is not easy by any
means, we are always learning to compromise with each other, giving and taking, but we love each other and celebrate what God is doing in each of our lives and our ministry together. When one
of us has struggles we come alongside to support each other. When one of us has a new idea, we discuss it to see how we can make it a reality. Through this team, I have seen a glimpse of what the
Kingdom of God will look like as people from every nation, every tribe, every church denomination, ministry, or mission organization, come together to glorify God.

UNITY-AN UNLIKELY TEAM

High School Small Group

I was given an opportunity to teach English to a High School small group. They asked me to teach about Ecuador which I pretty much knew

nothing about, so first I had to learn about Ecuador. Now I am an expert!   :)

Thai Holidays

Spending time with the Univerity Students learning about a Thai Holiday that is called Pulling the Monks. Every Temple in the province

builds a boat/float that is very decorative and lit up and they pull it around town in a giant parade. There is lots of music, art exhibits, and

food as well.

University Small Group

At the University club meeting, it was my week to share. So I shared about trusting in God who can see the big picture while we tend to

focus on what's immediately in front of us. It was a lot of fun and I feel like my language is growing constantly!

Movie Day

The movie theatre here celebrated its 25th year anniversary, so all tickets were only 25 baht. That is about $1, so we took all the students

to go see Frozen 2 that day!!!

Preparation and Prayer

One of the local churches had a conference which we helped set up for. Before the conference, the whole church broke up into groups and

we drove around the whole city praying together for God to bring transformation here in Surat Thani.

Conference Time

This was the first day of the conference. The university group was responsible for welcoming the attendees and greeting them. They are

wearing a traditional Thai outfit.

Thanksgiving

 This Thanksgiving I invited everyone over to experience American food and shared a little about the holiday. I also used this time to share

a little about Thanksgiving from a Biblical perspective. It was a lot of fun!

Weddings and Reunions

Last month a good friend got married in Chiang Rai. So many friends from all over Thailand cam and even friends that had moved overseas

came back. It was a great reunion and celebration!

Family Time at the Beach

For my friend's birthday, she invited us to hang out with her and her family. We drove to a nearby beach area and found a hidden beach.

The resort let us hang out there since we were eating at their restaurant. It was relaxing, inspiring, and a great time to spend together

outside of work.

Goodbye to Chiang Rai

Going back to visit my old base family was so nice. They will always be my family, but this time going back I really felt like Chiang Rai is

no longer my home--in a good way, like God has made Surat my home now, so I didn't experience homesickness or a pullback to CR. But

the people there are my forever family and no matter how long I am away or where in the world I am, I know that I have them.

For many, this month is leading up to a holiday. This season quickly fills up with office parties, school parties, neighborhood parties, church, family celebrations, etc. And when that day finally
comes hopefully many of us will take a rest and truly enjoy the holiday. But here in Thailand, December 25th is just another day. For Thai Christians, it is an opportunity for Evangelism. Every
party is about sharing the Gospel, every activity is geared towards reaching out. As Thailand modernizes we see more and more Christmas decorations, trees, and Santa Claus'. But not many know
the stories and legends surrounding the Holiday. This is a perfect opportunity to share about Jesus, as Thai's are so curious about Christmas and love to come together and celebrate for any
reason. So this season has already become really busy. We have the university retreat planned for the 13th-15th of December, a Christmas Party on the 18th, Christmas caroling on the 20th, and a
Christmas outreach at the Universities on the 25th and 26th. Please be praying for us, and the Thai Church as a whole this season as we share why we celebrate Christmas.

HOLIDAY OR OPPORTUNITY

Happy Holidays!


