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The UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) West Depot in Salt Lake City is a
22,000 square foot warehouse that stores disaster relief supplies, which are sent
globally during times of disaster and crisis. Volunteer Mission Teams help at the
UMCOR West Depot in Utah and the Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana year around. We
recently had the opportunity to be on a mission team to the West Depot for a week
working on hygiene kits. While we were there word was received that 35,000 hygiene
kits would be shipped the next week from this depot to areas impacted by Hurricane
Florence.
Kits now are distributed mainly in the U.S. but are still shipped internationally for special
needs. UMCOR mostly now provides money internationally instead of physically
sending kits. Internationally the money is used to buy and distribute disaster supplies
as locally as possible. Buying locally provides the opportunity to better meet the local
needs, helps stimulate the local economy, and keeps decision making local as to
exactly what is needed where, when, and how.
UMCOR has reduced the number of kits that they request and distribute from 7 kits to 3
kits. The three kits now are Hygiene, School, and Cleaning. All UMCOR administrative
costs are taken care of each year with the special offering on UMCOR Sunday. That
means that 100 percent of all other donations go specifically to help others as
designated. Therefore, if you donate $100.00 for Hurricane Florence Recovery, all of
that $100.00 goes specifically for Hurricane Florence Recovery.
UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of the United Methodist Church. It is one of the first
organizations to respond to disasters and one of the last to leave the recovery effort. In
addition to working on kits at the West Depot, volunteers with sewing skills can sew
quilts, blankets, and shorts for distribution.
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