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Good morning! Today is the last day that I get see you here at the Graham Road church building. Because, 

beginning on next Sunday, we are going to meet at Friendship church building. But you know what? 

Graham Road Church will never disappear but will remain forever. Uhm… what does that mean? I will 

explain for you now.  

 

When you look up a word ‘church’ in a dictionary, the first definition says, ‘a building used for Christian 

worship.” But I tell you this is wrong. I don’t know all the words in the dictionary, but I can confidently 

say that this is incorrect according to the bible. 

 

Whenever the bible says something about a church, it never refers to a building or a meeting place, but 

always to the people. Church is the people who know that God loves them, remember God’s love in the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and want to live like Jesus. Even if people meet in a rented 

space or on a grassy hillside, they are still a church as long as they are a warm and caring body of 

believers striving to do God’s work.  

 

The book of Acts (Acts 2:42-47) tells us what the first believer of Jesus did as a church: They gathered 

regularly to hear people teach about Jesus. They spent time together as friends. They shared meals and 

prayed together. They helped each other and were generous. They worshipped God together.  

 

That’s what we have done so far, and that is what we will continue to do after we move to Friendship. 

Because Graham Road church, as in we the people are moving together, there will forever be Graham 

Road Church at wherever we are.  

 

I’d like to close our time with a hymn. There is a hymn telling us what the church is. It’s #558 in the 

hymnal, so if you the adults (turn to the pews) want to join, please feel free. The song goes like this (sing 

alone):  The church is not a building; the church is not a steeple;  

the church is not a resting place; the church is a people. 

I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 

(Ask Stephanie to play the song). Let us sing together.  

 

Prayer Let us pray. God, thank you for calling us to be your church. Help us always remember your love 

and be the good church. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


