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Teaching the who, what and why of The United Methodist Church 
FROM UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS 

If someone were to ask a member of your congregation, “What is a United Methodist,” 

what would you want them to say? Or not say? 

We usually do not stop to think about what congregants may say as individuals, but 

when they talk about their church and faith, their conversations can have positive or 

negative effects. 

For those who would like to know more about The United Methodist Church, the best 

place to get basic information about the denomination is the Basics of Our 

Faith and Frequently Asked Questions web pages at UMC.org. InfoServ, the official 

United Methodist information service, can also answer questions via e-mail or live 

chat. Our Wesleyan Heritage is another source of information about our beliefs, includ-

ing the concepts of grace and good works. 

Here are some suggested responses to share with your congregants to help them pro-

vide accurate and, perhaps, even persuasive answers to common questions that may 

arise in casual conversation. 

What is a United Methodist?  A United Methodist is a Christian who is part of a 

global denomination called The United Methodist Church. The organizational struc-

ture is often described as “the connection.” When you participate in a United 

Methodist congregation, you make an impact throughout the world.  

What do you do at your church services? United Methodists have a variety of wor-

ship styles from traditional to contemporary and beyond. You can expect readings 

from the Bible, preaching, singing and often Holy Communion, also called The 

Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. United Methodists believe that Christ hosts Holy Com-

munion. All are welcome to participate. It is not for members only!  

What does a United Methodist believe? United Methodists believe in actualizing 

their faith in community—actions speak louder than words. The three simple rules 

are: “Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.” Some beliefs we share with 

other Christians are the Trinity (God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and Jesus’ 

birth, death and Resurrection.  

Do United Methodists have something like a pope? No pope, no central office and 

no archbishop. United Methodists have a structure that in some ways parallels 

that of the U.S. government. The church has a General Conference, its legislative 

branch; a Council of Bishops, somewhat like an executive branch; and a nine-

member Judicial Council, the judicial branch.  

Do you do missionary work? What kind? United Methodists serve the world over, 

showing Christ’s love through tangible means. From sustainable water systems to 

health care, micro-lending, advocacy and a plan to eliminate deaths from malaria 

by 2015 (Imagine No Malaria), United Methodists have many ways for people to 

live out their faith in community. Many United Methodists are active in both local 

missions and global efforts.  

What do you do with financial donations? When you give to a local United Method-

ist congregation, you support ministries all over the world. While the largest per-

centage of your gift supports local church ministries, a portion (called an 

“apportionment”) goes beyond the community to make a difference throughout 

the world. 

You can devise an endless list of questions and customize your answers to fit your con-

gregation, community and style. However, you’ll also need ways to help members com-

municate the answers. 

 Deadline 
for the July-

Aug. 

Newsletter 
is 

Thursday, 

June 15, 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/frequently-asked-questions
http://www.umc.org/resources/infoserv
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage
http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/site/c.4dIBILOnGaIQE/b.5938999/k.C05A/Home.htm
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Preschool & 

Child Care Center 

It is going to be a busy few weeks in the preschool and 
child care. We plan to host several special visitors and 
will continue to learn and sing in between. 
 
In May and June, the school will host Pilot Day, (a real 
pilot will come to talk about flying) and Fire Safety Day 
(the Fairfax County Fire Department will bring fire pup-
pets to talk about fire safety and let students climb on 
their fire truck).   
 
In May, both the child care and the preschool will be 
hosting special gatherings where they will honor moms 
and grandmas for Mother’s Day. 
 
The preschool will be hosting a Fun Run the morn-
ing Saturday, June 10 to celebrate the school's 60th an-
niversary! Rosemary Lane will be shut down for an hour 
and the one-mile course will start and end in the Rose-
mary Dr. parking lot. Stay tuned for more information so 
you  
can join us to celebrate 60 years of our fantastic pre-
school!  
 
No one is happier to see the weather turn warm and 
sunny than the students in the Graham Road child care 
and preschool! 

Like us on Facebook! 

mailto:johnconway@vaumc.org
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A Note from the Pastor    

 

 

 

 

“Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 

that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”  –

Colossians 4:6 

 

 
 

This is a fantastic story about two giant men in the faith, for two of the greatest preachers that 
ever lived, pastored in London at the same time… 
 

…and a misunderstanding arose between them that made it to the newspapers and was headed 
toward even bigger things. You see, Charles Spurgeon and Joseph Parker both had large 
churches. Spurgeon had a fiery temper and personality to match, while Joseph Parker was quiet; 
tending to be more meek and mild-mannered. 
 

One day, Parker made a comment about the terribly poor condition of the children being admit-
ted to Spurgeon’s orphanage. Spurgeon’s church had just taken up operations for an orphanage 
for boys. And it was fact that Spurgeon’s great love was for “his” orphanages. Spurgeon gave 
away most of the money that he ever made to these orphanages.   Parker said to some mem-
bers of his church, “We ought to help Spurgeon with his orphanage, for there are times when 
the boys don’t have proper clothes, and I am sure they could use some food.” 
 

However, one of the men standing there, twisting the truth, and reported to Spurgeon, that 
Parker had in fact, criticized the orphanage itself; telling Spurgeon that “Rev. Parker says the 
boys in your orphanage don’t have enough clothes to wear or sufficient food to eat.” 
 

Spurgeon was incensed. For him, this was a knife in the back by a friend.  So Spurgeon retali-
ated and blasted Parker and his alleged statement from the pulpit on the following week. 
 

In every church service which Spurgeon held in those days, two newspaper reporters were al-
ways there, faithfully transcribing the sermon to be printed in the next newspaper.   So 
Spurgeon’s attack against Parker was immediately printed in the newspapers.  A newspaper re-
porter raced over to Parker’s home and asked him whether he would reply to Spurgeon attack 
on the following Sunday. Parker said, “Yes, I will respond to him next Sunday.” 
 

Understandably, huge throngs of people as well as a herd of newspaper reporters flocked to 
Parker’s church the next Sunday to hear the rebuttal. Rev. Parker slowly got up and went to the 
pulpit, quietly cleared his throat and said, “Brother Spurgeon is sick today and cannot preach. 
This is the day when he takes up an offering for his orphans. May I suggest that we take up that 
offering for him in our church, for he’s doing a great work, and I know all of us would like to 
have a part in it.” 
 

Parker’s compassion stirred such a response that the deacons had to empty the offering plates 
three times.  
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· When we do not see 

every day with the eyes 
of faith, we are blind to 

every day miracles. 
  

· Do the math:  1 cross + 

3 nails = 4 given 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK ~ DORIS DOUGLASS 

Spring is on the way, things are warming up, the days are sunnier, and we are looking 

forward to the promise of spring. I just attended the Conference UMW Executive Com-

mittee held in Waynesboro, Va. I am sure you know about The Legacy Fund. Its purpose 

is to fund the administrative costs of the UMW so that all the money we pledge will go 

to the missions we support here and around the world. In 2019 United Methodist 

Women will have been in mission 150 years. The goal is to raise what we need by the 

end of 2019. If you would like to donate you can go on-line to the UMW site or contact 

me for information. What a great opportunity to make sure the work of UMW will con-

tinue and expand for years to come. 

Restoring Hope Through Health 

Condensed from the article by Dr. Ige in Winter issue 

of “New World Outlook” - submitted by Ruth Bucklin  

 
    Very young she knew she enjoyed helping others.  As a first 

Grader in  Nigeria she won a pocket dictionary for the award in 

humanity.  She looked the word up not knowing why she even 

won the award.  She really enjoyed helping others. 

 A second happening when she was 8 years old convinced 

her she wanted to work in medicine.  A little girl moved with her 

family nearby and the two became best friends.  Then her friend 

became very ill.  The hospital refused to admit her because the 

family couldn’t pay a deposit. She died at her home 3 days later. 

     After marriage she discovered as a doctor she could work 

in public health.  Perfect! The world became her parish.  Today 

Dr. Olusisbo Ige is a lay person and medical doctor serving as the 

executive director of Global Health.   She has previously worked 

with the World Health Organization and USAIB. 
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United Methodist Women 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

May 20 — Bi-District Day Apart, Friendship UMC, Falls Church 

June 3 — UMW Day at Ferrum College 

June 16-18 — VA Annual Conference, Hampton 

July 28-30 — Mission Encounter, loc. TBD 

"New Experience of God" (April 2017 Response) 
  

United Methodist Women support programs at Camp Pocono Plateau near Cresco and 
Carson Simpson Farm in Hatsboro, both in Pennsylvania.  Youth from Midtown Parish 

United Methodist Church, Philadelphia, attend the camps, many of them are economi-
cally disadvantaged.  The camps provide a space to meet new friends and become 

more open to new experiences. 
  

Director Ron Schane says "Camp helps tear down walls, whether those walls are affili-

ated with poverty or affluence.  Every child has the right to grow, to create a commu-
nity away from the distrust of the world, to develop new perspectives and relations that 

are out of the normal."  By supporting camp ministries, United Methodist Women in 
eastern Pennsylvania give youth an opportunity to be whole persons, learn who they 

are, and who they want to be. 
 

 

  

 
Thank you to everyone who donated — a 

total of 66 packages of seeds was collected 

this year for the "Green Thumb Gardening 
Project" of the Jackson Area Ministries in 

Jackson, Ohio.  There were 62 packages of 

vegetable seeds, 3 packages of herb seeds, 
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 Each year Gra-
ham Road UMC 

legacy congrega-

tion collects do-
nations for its 

Scholarship 
Fund. It is for 

church members 
who are pursu-

ing an education 
beyond high school. The scholarship will 

be funded primarily from contributions. 
The money collected will be distributed 

equally to all qualified applicants. To do-
nate please mark scholarship fund on 

your check and envelope. Deadline to 
donate is Sunday, July 23. 

We are accepting applications for schol-

arships from all students that regularly 
attend our worship services as well as 

members.  Deadline to apply is June 10.  

CUBA DONATIONS 

 

Doris Douglass will be taking a 

Volunteers in Mission trip to Cuba 

in June and will be accepting 

monetary donations to buy much 

needed items for the people there. 

Please prayerfully consider any-

thing you could contribute.  All do-

nations are greatly appreciated! 

Deadline to donate is Sunday, May 

14. If you would like to purchase 

some items 

to do- nate 

please speak 

to Doris 

Doug- lass. 
 
 

LUNCH BUNCH BOOK CLUB 
 

Lunch Bunch Book Club will resume 
meeting on Tuesday, April 25th at 
12:00 at the Original Pancake 
House.  For more information, call 
Terry Elliott at 703-534-2933. 
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