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Sunday, April 9, 2017
Palm Sunday Service, 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 12, 2017 set
your clock ahead 1 hour!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Thursday, April 13
Maundy Thursday
Communion Service
7:30 p.m.
Good Friday Service, April 14
Graham Road UMC 7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 16
6:30am-7:30am—Luria Park, Falls Church
7624 Holmes Run Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042

Our Youth and Friendship UMC will be participating
Easter Worship Service,
Sunday, April 16
11:00 a.m.
Don’t forget to bring flowers for
the “Living Cross” on Easter Sunday
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Preschool &
Child Care Center
This winter, the smiles are warm in the child care and preschool classrooms.
On January 31, the preschool held a Lunar New Year parade
to ring in the year of the rooster. The children dressed up,
carried noisemakers and there was even a dragon. Fun was
had by all as we said, “gong xi fa cai" (happy new year).
The week before Valentine's Day, love was in the air as the
children exchanged valentines with their classmates. The
postman stopped by so that students in the child care and
preschool programs could “buy” a stamp from him and mail
hand-made valentines home to their families. He talked
about the process of delivering mail and the wonderful world
of the U.S. postal service.
Later this month, the dentist will visit the child care and
preschool classrooms for a special lesson on the importance of
dental hygiene.
Teachers, parents, and students are excited for spring
weather, which the groundhog has promised us will be coming soon!

A Note from the Pastor
We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is
easy: simply type a question and the answer
pops up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, and the answers are difficult to see
and harder to articulate. How do we discover
and examine the truths that give meaning and
purpose to life?
Richie Fike, Matt Hooper, Travis Ryan penned a
song made famous by the Newsboys called “We
Believe” which in part says …
We believe in God the Father
We believe in Jesus Christ
We believe in the Holy Spirit
And He’s given us new life
We believe in the Crucifixion
We believe that He conquered death
We believe in the resurrection
And He’s coming back again
We believe
So, let our faith be more than anthems
Greater than the songs we sing
And in our weakness and temptations
We believe!
We believe!
In our world today every church, business, Website, etc. has a mission statement or
vision statement answering the question …
What do we believe? The Church has been involved in this movement for centuries …
we called them Creeds. The Nicene Creed and the Apostle’s Creed are two of the
most well-known.
During the season of Lent (beginning with Ash Wednesday … ending with Easter
Morning) we will be studying Adam Hamilton’s book, “Creed: What Christians Believe
and Why” which is a study of the Apostle’s Creed. We will have two opportunities
each week for you to be involved in the study groups…Sunday morning at 9:30am or
Tuesdays at 11:30am (b.y.o. Lunch).
I hope you will join us as we consider this foundation statement of Christian beliefs.

Agape,
Jim
The TeleGraham
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“The Scoop” from the
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK ~ DORIS DOUGLASS
The New Year brings with it the promise and the expectations of new beginnings. We are in the new worship space and I must say it is nice to be back. We
had UMW Sunday on January 29th. Marjorie Long/Brown the Arlington District
Spiritual Growth Coordinator installed the officers for 2017. We did a presentation on Poverty, learned about Food Deserts, Food Insecurity and how hard it is
for some families to make ends meet. I had the pleasure of presenting a Mission pin to Julie Pierce. She is our Administrative Assistant. She does so much
for us and is all ways there with a kind word, helping resolve problems and getting the information we need. Thank you Julie for doing such as great job! February is National Canned Food Month, so bring in a few cans for the Food Bank
at Knox Presbyterian. Food banks need to restock after the holidays, so let’s
help.
Blessings,
Doris
Green Thumb Gardening Project
Needs Some Seeds! Collecting through April 10th
Donate a packet or more of seeds to help senior citizens, unemployed, families on fixed incomes, and families on low incomes to help themselves. We can use the following types:
Beets
Broccoli
Cabbage
Cauliflower
Corn
Cucumbers
Green beans Herbs
Lettuce
Melons
Peppers
Radishes
Turnips
Wax beans
Zucchini
Spinach/greens
Squash/pumpkins
Please no tomato or potato seeds
The Fritzi Johnson Circle of the UMW is collecting these
seed packets to support the Jackson Area Ministries in Jackson, Ohio. Leave your seeds in the basket in Fellowship
Hall outside the kitchen.
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When there is too
much bad news, catch
up on the Good News.
Take a lesson from the
woodpecker: Use your
head!

United Methodist Women
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Mar. 10-11—District Spiritual Life Retreat, 4-H Center, Front Royal
Apr. 22—District Spring Prayer Breakfast, Vale UMC, 9:00 a.m.
Apr. 28-30—Conference Spiritual Life Retreat, 4-H Center, Front Royal
May 20—Bi-District Day Apart, location Friendship UMC, Falls Church
June 3—UMW Day at Ferrum College
June 16-18—VA Annual Conference, Hampton, VA
July 28-30—Mission Encounter, location TBA

Advocating Against Injustice

(Jan. 2017 Response)~submitted by Marie Lukac

Jordan Knipp, an 18 year old elementary education major form Shelbyville, Kentucky, is an activist for human trafficking. She is also a United Methodist Women member who has taken on fighting this injustice by recruiting other students to help her.
The largest number of trafficking victims are laborers. Poor labor standards in the
restaurant industry for domestic workers create conditions ripe for trafficking, which is
defined as the exploitation of vulnerable people by others for profit. The abuse of workers is compounded for undocumented people who are unaware of their rights in the
workplace.
Jordan wants to make others aware of injustice and is actively engaged in getting
them to join her. She says “Being Methodist taught me that when someone is hurt, you
stand up for them, and my church youth groups taught me that because you are
young, it doesn’t mean that you can’t make a difference.”

HOME AGAIN?

~ submitted by Ruth Bucklin and based on an article from Christian Science Monitor January 2017

Can the Assyrian Christians return to Iraq? Most Christians in Iraq who trace their
ancestry back to the ancient civilization of Assyria speak a modern language of Aramaic, the language of Jesus.
For some years after the U.S. invasion of Iraq there has been a slow departure of
Assyrian Christians from northern Iraq. With the I.S. control in 2014 a larger number
left. For those who remained, conversion was expected of Christians and Shiites. Two
years later the Kurdes want the Ninevah plain to remain part of a new Kurdish country.
This area has many religious minorities and Assyrian Christians living in it.
Father Simon, priest in a Syriac Catholic Church has lost over 5,000 families since
2014 with more leaving. Many former families when returning find both home and
neighborhood gone. The hope is to move to a country that accepts Christians.
How hard it is to return to a home with nothing left inside... stolen, broken, or the
home burned. War torn countries and population need our prayers.
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CHURCH NEWS
NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
If you did not receive a new church directory yet, please pick
one up in the Fellowship Hall by the mailboxes. We will not
be mailing directories. Thank you!

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR ~ Julie Pierce
I would like to thank the entire Graham Road UMC family for all their support and love over
the last 6 years of working here with you. You have made me a part of your family and I have
made some life long friendships here. Even though I may not be a presence in the office here any
longer, I will still be a part of this family! I will continue to stay involved in some of the small groups
I have joined over the years, and I am going to continue to help with the weekly publishing of the
bulletin, the bi-monthly newsletter and other important aspects of communication of the church so
it is not good-bye forever! I pray every day for this church family and your mission to reach others
with the love of Christ! Thank you again for your love and support!

March 1, 2017
7:30 p.m.
Please join us for
Community Worship
at

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
3022 Woodlawn Ave, Falls Church, VA 22042

Lenten Lunch Study
Join us for a six-week Lenten Program that that will see us working through the Apostle's
Creed. Our six-week study will use Adam Hamilton's, Creed: What Christians Believe and
Why.
We are all searching. Sometimes the search is easy; simply "google" a question and the answer pops up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, and the answers are difficult to
see and harder to articulate. How do we discover and examine the truths that give meaning
and purpose to our Christian life? Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful answers are
contained in the Apostles’ Creed, an early statement of foundational Christian beliefs. In this
study, we will look at important questions of life, reality, and truth by exploring not only what Christians believe, but also why they believe it and why it matters.
Each session will be offered twice. The first session will be with our Sunday Bible Study Group (9:30 am Sunday School) beginning Sunday, March 5 and running through Palm Sunday, April 9. The second session begins Tuesday March 7 at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall and continues for the next five Tuesdays (March 14, 21,
28 and April 4 and 11). Join both groups or just one, all are welcome!
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