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Pipeline protest supporters cheer re-route ruling 
By Sam Hodges and Doreen Gosmire 

December 5, 2016 | MITCHELL, S.D. (UMNS) United Methodists who sup-

ported the Standing Rock Sioux protest of the Dakotas Access Pipeline 

cheered the federal government’s decision to deny a construction easement 

under a dammed section of the Missouri River, and to look for alternative 

routes. 

“We’re so excited over the decision, and mindful of all the people who have 

worked so hard to get to this point,” said the Rev. David Wilson, superinten-

dent of the Oklahoma Missionary Conference.   

The Standing Rock Sioux of North Dakota began their protest months ago, ar-

guing that the pipeline as planned would threaten lands sacred to the tribe, as 

well as water safety. 

Based at a growing camp near Cannon Ball, N.D., the protest has drawn sup-

port from many other tribes, as well as environmentalists, religious groups and 

even U.S. military veterans.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced Dec. 4 that it would not permit 

the pipeline to go under Lake Oahe, a section of the Missouri River, and that 

another route would be sought. 

President-elect Donald Trump has voiced strong support for the pipeline, rais-

ing questions of whether the decision might be reversed. But United Method-

ists who joined the protest were upbeat anyway. 

“We want to celebrate this win,” said the Rev. Mike Flowers of the Dakotas 

Conference’s Spirit Lake Ministry Center, which has helped supply protesters. 

“What better time to be rejoicing than Advent?” 

Other United Methodists noted the complexity of the situation, especially for 

residents of the Dakotas. 

“We must be careful to not assume that everyone is opposed to the pipeline or 

that everyone is making money in big oil,” said the Rev. Kermit Culver, district 

superintendent for the Sakakawea District serving Bismarck, N.D., and the 

Bakken Oil Field. 

“We have congregations in the heart of the Bakken (and) hundreds of United 

Methodists in law enforcement, the National Guard and state government. 

They all need our support and prayers.” 

The Rev. Ross Reinhiller leads Faith United Methodist Church, in Williston, 

North Dakota, and his congregations has both supporters and opponents of 

the pipeline. 

He said he would have preferred for the Corps to announce another route, but 

believes the Dec. 4 decision will ease a tense situation between protesters, 

authorities and construction workers. 

“This really takes that pressure off,” he said. 

The Rev. Chebon Kernell, who oversees Native American and Indigenous Peo-
ple's ministries for the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, and Mary 
Andreolli, head of communications, were at Standing Rock Dec 1-5, to support 
the Native American leadership and community there. 

https://www.army.mil/article/179095/army_will_not_grant_easement_for_dakota_access_pipeline_crossing
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/09/dapl-dakota-sitting-rock-sioux/499178/
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Preschool & 
Child Care Center 

Happy New Year from  

Child Care and the Preschool!  

During the holiday season, our students and teach-
ers focused on gratitude and giving. As such, we 
participated in several community service projects, 
including contributing to the Vine's giving tree and 
collecting warm coats and winter weather wear for 
local homeless children. 

 

We're looking forward to a new year of learning 
and growing in 2017! We're grateful for your sup-
port as we continue to share in the lives of our 
youngsters. 
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 CHURCH NEWS 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 

We will soon be putting out an up-

dated directory for 2017. 

If you have a new address, phone 

number or email you would like to 

share with the church family, 

please let Julie know in the church 

office at 703-573-4444 x201 or 

grahamroadumc@gmail.com 

The Monday 

night Bell 

Choir has an 

opening that 

needs to be 

filled!  If you 

are interested 

in joining our bell choir, please 

contact Sue Gause at 703-560-

5579 or suegause@yahoo.com 

When is Easter This Year? 

 

The beginning of  Lent is marked by Ash 
Wednesday which is March 1, 2017 

  

Easter will fall on Sunday, April 16, 2017 

Stay tuned for special  

                                service announcements! 

MANY THANKS  
to all the Graham Road congregants for their gener-

osity during the Christmas season of your kind 

words, cards, thoughts, gestures and gifts, and es-

pecially your love offering gift for the staff.  We are 

truly blessed to be with such wonderful people! 

 

       Your Graham Road  

Church Staff   
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A Note from the Pastor    

 

And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I 

make all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for 

these words are trustworthy and true.”  

~Revelation 21:5 

Hans Hoekendijk lived in Amsterdam during WWII, 

hiding Jewish children from the Nazis. He, along with several friends, were able to 

rescue some children, but eventually they were discovered by the Nazis. Hoek-

endijk and his friends were locked in a railroad car and shipped off to a death 

camp in Germany. They rode the train all night, and in the morning the train sud-

denly stopped and the doors were opened. The prisoners were told to climb out and 

line up alongside the railroad tracks. Assuming they were in Germany, they thought 

they were going to be shot to death, when they were told, much to their astonish-

ment, that they were in Switzerland and were now free. It seems that someone 

had thrown a switch at some point along the route, diverting the train away from 

the death camp. After preparing for death, it was overwhelming to find life.              

For the rest of his life, Hoekendijk kept asking ‘What do you do with such a gift?” 
 

Each new day is a gift!   

We come now to a new year … with all its problems and promises.   

What a gift!  

What can we do with such a gift?  

What will we do with it? 
 

Lord, You make all things new 

You bring hope alive in our hearts 

And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
 

Thank you for this New Year 

For all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us 

A mighty flame 

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 

And live forever to praise Your glorious name. 
 

                                                           Amen                                   Agape Jim 
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“The Scoop” from the 

 

Care on the Margins (Nov. 2016 Response) 

Submitted by Marie Lukac 

     Grace Children’s Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, is a 

project of International Child Care, and supported by United 
Methodist Women.  The organization provides vaccines, 

birthing kits, nurses training, counseling, community health 
care, hospital care, microenterprise training, and education 

on childbirth, hygiene, sanitation, and clean water. 

    Since many parents in nearby communities cannot afford 
health care, the organization sends health agents and 

nurses out to their communities to provide the necessary 
services of health care and education.  Also, programs have 

been developed to help Haiti’s issues of preventable child 
diseases, HIV and AIDS, contaminated water, women and poverty, infant and maternal 

mortality, tuberculosis, and malnutrition. 

     Recently some programs have been reduced due to lack of funds.  There are now 
fewer mobile clinics and no ambulance service.  Funding has also been cut for training 

midwives, which saves women’s and children’s lives.  The International Child Care Or-
ganization and United Methodist Women partnership is continuing to help those on the 

margins of Haitian society, putting faith, hope, and love into action. 

From the President 
Doris Douglass 

 
 

Life is like a cup of 
coffee:  Sometimes 
you have to go 
through the grind, 
but God fills it up 
with special blend. 

 

God is every-
where… even at 
your wits end. 

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I would like to report on 

our Holiday collections. I took multiple bags of clothing, puzzles, slippers, pajamas, cal-

endars and art supplies to Northern Virginia Mental Health. I also took some large bags 

of scarves, hats and gloves to Wesley Housing for distribution to low income families. 

Thank you all so much for your support. I would also like to thank you for the support 

you give to the United Methodist Women throughout the year. Whether it is canned food 

for the food pantry or saving stamps for UMCOR, Graham Road has always been suppor-

tive. Thank you again!  
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United Methodist Women 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
Jan. 28— District Training Day at Andrew Chapel UMC, Vienna, 9:00 a.m. 
Jan. 29– Graham Road UMW Sunday 
Feb. 2—United Methodist Day at General Assembly, Richmond 
Mar. 10-11—District Spiritual Life Retreat, 4-H Center, Front Royal 
Apr. 22—District Spring Prayer Breakfast, Vale UMC, 9:00 a.m. 
May 5-7—Conference Spiritual Life Retreat, loc. TBD 

May 20—Bi-District Day Apart. Loc. TBD 
 

MIGRATION AS A BLESSING—Adapted from New World Outlook by Ruth Bucklin 

 

      Have you ever thought of human migration as a blessing?  Humans have been moving 

since records have been kept. 

 Migration can be  life saving.  Consider the movement into Egypt by the Hebrew tribes.  
That saved many lives from starvation.  Moses, much later, led them out of Egypt to a Prom-

ised Land.  That migration saved the Hebrews from slavery. 

 After Christ’s life and death, the Christian gospel was spread by his followers.  For ex-
ample, St. Thomas became a migratory evangelist to India.  How about Paul?  He converted 

and spread the gospel to Greece and Rome. 

 Methodism has been spread by migrants from Ireland and England.  German immi-

grants returned home as Evangelical United Brethren. 

 Southeast Asia now has immigrants returning home from North America.  They left  be-

cause of the Vietnam war. Now they are missionaries spreading the gospel.  In the U.S. mi-
grant missionaries from Brazil and China are working with colonies from their home areas.  In 

the Middle East migrant domestic workers from the Philippines may be the only Christians they 

ever meet.   

 How grateful we must be.  Migration has provided an excellent way to spread the Chris-

tian beliefs. 

UMW MISSIONS 

From our member financial pledges and congregational fundraising efforts, our UMW was able to 
give $200.00 each to the following missions this year:  Falls Church Community Service Center, 
Grace ministries - Falls Church, Bethany House—Falls Church, Henry Fork Service Center- Rocky 
Mount, Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church—Alexandria, Portsmouth Community Service 
Center—Portsmouth.  Thank you everyone for your generous support! 


