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A Season of Change

As most everyone knows by now, we have entered into a Legacy Partnership with The Vine Church (part of the United Methodist
Church Virginia Conference) and have now started making some big
changes to our church building! The first noticeable change was our
church sign out front. The sign now says “Vine Church” and lights
up, which it hasn’t done for many years! Even though our building has
a new title, we are still here!
The next big change that happened was our church offices moved
from upstairs outside the Sanctuary, to
downstairs in the Preschool Wing in the
Blubaugh Conference Room. The room
is large enough to have all three offices put
in it
Old Office
with a divider down one
side so the Pastor can have a little
more privacy. So, you will find the
church office, Pastor’s office and Treasurer’s office all downstairs now. The old
office rooms will be used for a Child
Care area for the Vine Church.
New Office
At the time of this writing the
next big change is happening. The Sanctuary and upstairs bathrooms
are being renovated. The altar area will be made all one level and the
organ will be raised up to that level. The Lord’s table will be made
portable so it can be moved back in place for communion Sundays
and traditional worship. This will be our new Worship Center. The upstairs bathrooms will have all new fixtures and tile and the partitions
will be removed so they will be single use rooms with a lockable door.
You will also see the Narthex being renovated into a welcome
Center with new laminate wood flooring and a coffee bar with food
prep area. The 4 back pew sections will be removed and table seating
will be placed for a more contemporary feel. New lighting and a new
sound system are also in the near future.
It is an exciting time in our church as new life is blossoming!
Please be flexible as we welcome our partners in Ministry and we grow
the Kingdom for Christ! The Vine will have their first official service on
Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. with a family themed service. Our traditional Candlelight service will be at 7:30 p.m. Their Grand Opening
Sunday is scheduled for January 8, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, NOV. 6!!
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Recently, happy and cheerful singing can be
heard in the halls of the preschool and child
care classrooms! Students are preparing for their
annual Thanksgiving feasts and Christmas pageants to be held in November and December.
In October, child care and preschool students
paraded in their costumes in the schools' annual
Halloween parades and got to trick or treat in
each classroom and church office. Lots of fun
was had by all!
In addition to regular reading, arts and crafts,
music and science lessons, students have enjoyed Children's Chapel twice
a month with Pastor Jim and
Pastor Kris.
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The child care and preschool
have a lot to be thankful for
this year!

A Note from the Pastor
Born in a manger
In an insignificant town
Born as a stranger
He's the one who turned this world upside down
("Upsidedown" jdc)
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. “Let
every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made
low; and let the rough ground become a plain, and the rugged
terrain a broad valley …
John the Baptist shouted these words of Isaiah to announce
the advent of Jesus. The dramatic pictures portray a revolutionary new kingdom. Paving the way for Jesus, the Baptist describes four surprises of the coming kingdom: full
valleys, flat mountains, straight curves, and level bumps. He expects radical shake-ups
in the new kingdom. Old ways will shatter beyond recognition. John warns us that the
new order, the upside-down kingdom, will transform social patterns but amid the ferment, all flesh will see the salvation of God.
Have you ever heard about the "Upside-Down Kingdom"? That’s how people sometimes talk about following Jesus. They say that when you follow him, ordinary life is
turned upside-down. And if you read through the Bible for a bit, that sounds right. Over
and over we see things getting turned around, turned backwards, turned upside-down.
Jesus said that in his kingdom the first will be last and the last will be first (Matt.
20:16).
He said that whoever wanted to be great would have to be a servant (Matt. 20: 26).
The apostle Paul said that God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise,
that he chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong (1 Cor. 1:27).
According to Paul, Jesus was equal to God, and then he emptied himself and made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant (Phil. 2:6-11).
After a while, you get used to the pattern. Things that make a person important in
our world become unimportant in the Upside-Down Kingdom. And the things that seem
weak and humble and poor — they make us better people and take us closer to the
heart of God.
Born in a manger
In a most significant town
No longer a stranger
He's the one who turned our world upside down
("Upsidedown" jdc)

Agape,
Jim
The TeleGraham
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“The Scoop” from the
President’s Corner
Doris Douglass

The Holidays are fast approaching and life can get out of control. It is a time
when we think about ways to pass on the blessings we have received this year.
Even with all that is happening in our church we still plan to collect cards, calendars and stamps for the women’s prison ministry. We will put up a tree in the
Social Hall for hats, mittens and gloves for Wesley Housing. The items for
Northern Virginia Mental Health will go under the tree as usual. The list of
needed items will be in the Bulletin soon. If you can’t get out to shop please
feel free to let me know and I will be happy to pick up items on your behalf.
Have a Blessed Holiday Season!

Sorrow looks back. Worry looks around. Faith looks up.
PLAN AHEAD! There wasn't a cloud in the sky when Noah
started building the ark.
Collecting Now!
Hats
Gloves
Mittens
Items for the Mental Health center: Stationary, calendars for 2017,
Puzzles, body wash, lotions etc.
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United Methodist Women
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Nov. 12—District Mini Mission Encounter, location GRUMC 8:00 a.m.
Nov. 20—Souper Sunday at Graham Road UMC
Dec. 4—Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon at Graham Road UMC
Jan. 28—District Training Day, Andrew Chapel UMC, Vienna
Feb. 2—United Methodist Day at General Assembly, Richmond

“Out of the Rocking Chair, Into the Fire” (Sept. 2016 Response)
At General Conference for United Methodist Women Day on May 16, 2016, there was
a group of women called the “Raging Grannies.” They sang songs of protest and solidarity
with those fighting for clean water and against environmental racism. This group consists
of grannies form all over the country who want to make a difference in this world.
The grannies are out in the streets promoting peace, justice, social and economic
equality, and protection of the Earth through song and humor. They are courageous, creative, and talented elders who care about the future of everyone. Their main theme at General Conference was for clean water. The human rights to water, sanitation, and health are
critical concerns for communities around the world, as governments and corporations cut
costs and make profits by ignoring environmental protections and the needs of poor communities. ~submitted by, Marie Lukac

Our Marvelous Oceans

submitted by Ruth Bucklin

Do you know how marvelous the world’s oceans are? In 1982 Dr. Wilder had an opportunity to go deep in the WASP, a diving vessel. When she turned the lights of at 880 ft.,
she was amazed at the marvelous light show. “It was all around me, this amazing fireworks
display that was in 3-D and I was the center of it,” wrote marine biologist Edith Wilder.
Imagine our seas shelter the largest habitat. Ranging from the smallest microbes to
the world’s largest animal.(Do you know what it is? Read on…) There are 18 million species
in the ocean waiting to be discovered!
“Don’t lose any more” says Dr. Brumbaugh Ocean discoveries are providing health
news. Synthesized drugs modeled on compounds found in deep water sponges are used to
treat breast cancer. Other products may be used in asthma treatments. A tiny bacterium
(1/2 million exist in a teaspoon of sea water) crucial in forming clouds and helping cool the
planet. The hotter it gets the more they multiply.
Seaweed algae are used in ice cream, toothpaste and beer. 20% of humankinds protein comes from seafood. For every breath you take, some of the oxygen comes from the
ocean and not from trees! Oh, yes the world’s largest mammal—the Blue Whale!
Dr. Edith Wilder is the founder of the non-profit Ocean Research and Conservative Association based in Fort Pierce, Florida. She also helped develop “Eye on the Sea” and ocean
camera which uses a red light to record creatures 3,000 feet down off California’s coast for 8
months until it ran out of funding. Much more is yet to be discovered!
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CHURCH NEWS
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
Wednesday, November 23, 2016 7:30pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
**Note different location**
This service is an Ecumenical Service with our
neighborhood churches. We will also feature music by a
combined choir.
Come celebrate our thankfulness and get in the
mindset of what Thanksgiving is all about.
An offering will be collected to benefit the Falls Church
Community Services Outreach and you can also bring
canned goods for the FCS food pantry.

MEMBER UPDATE
Deaths
Velma Talmadge
September 4, 2016

CHURCH FAMILY THANKSGIVING DINNER:
Would you like some fun, food and fellowship this Thanksgiving
holiday? Why not join some of our church family on November
24th (Thanksgiving Day) at 1:00 p.m. at Park Towers Condos
(Gloria Wilson’s building), 200 N. Maple, Falls Church, for a traditional Thanksgiving meal and some great fellowship together! If
you are interested in joining the fun, please sign up for a food item
to bring on the signup sheet in fellowship hall. The turkey & ham will be provided!

NT
ADVE
ON
SEAS S
T
EVEN

Advent Luncheons
Tuesdays, through Advent at 11:30 a.m.
Nov. 29, December 6, 13, & 20
Bring a bag lunch and celebrate the season together.
All are invited!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Saturday, December 24 at 7:30p.m.
Join us for a traditional candlelight and communion service
as we celebrate the newborn King!
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