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Joy is our theme for Christmas 2020! The news of Jesus was simply joy itself as a reminder we 
were created, but not forsaken! Christ is joy! Whatever may come this Christmas season, may 
we ALWAYS choose joy when things are ATYPICAL and maybe even a bit AWKWARD. But as 
believers we find the great AGREEMENT of joy in the ARRIVAL of Jesus.  -Pastor Heath 
 
Tuesday, December 1st 
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Cor 9:15 NIV) 
 What is the most indescribable gift you’ve ever received? No really, think about it. Mine 
was from my new step-grandmother who gave me a fake parrot. Not a stuffed parrot…a fake 
parrot. As far as I know, I never gave any indication of being a big fan of parrots, though my love 
for Long John Silver’s could have influenced such thinking.  
 The gift of Jesus at Christmas is equally indescribable. Of all the gifts God could have 
sent our way, His own Son surpasses them all. It’s indescribable to think that the divine Son of 
God came here to wrap Himself in flesh and in the problems of those around Him. But He did it, 
and we thank God for such a gift.  
 The gift of Jesus may be indescribable, but not unappreciated. Take time today to thank 
God for such an indescribable gift as salvation through His Son Jesus. Literally attempt to 
describe the indescribable Jesus in your life.  
 
Wednesday, December 2nd 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call Him Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14 NIV) 
 My two adult-ish children are causing me to realize I have a chance of future 
Christmases without them around. As they set off into their own lives, circumstances may 
prevent them from being around every Christmas. It happened to me with my parents and is 
now becoming a reality for me as a parent.   
 We can’t always be with the people we want, so how incredible is it that God has 
chosen to be with us! Immanuel means “God with us” and it’s one of my favorite names for 
Jesus. First, because it’s my middle name, and secondly because it reminds me that while Jesus 
should hang out with someone else, my confession of Him as Savior and Lord has linked us 
forever! 
 Pray for reminders of His presence for this season. Jesus is always nearer than you think. 
When you face feelings of loneliness this Christmas, perhaps even with people around, 
remember that Jesus is God with us…and you! 
 
Thursday, December 3rd 
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14 NIV) 
 Christmas movies without snacks feels like a waste. If I’m gonna have to feel things for 
two hours, I might as well be able to eat my way through those feelings! On the other hand, just 



eating snacks while sitting in a chair doing nothing seems kind of pointless too, so let’s watch a 
movie!  
 Movies and snacks…grace and truth. The truth is we’re sinners and yet grace says 
sinners can be saved! Each is made more meaningful with the other. Jesus came full of grace 
(you need Him) and truth (you don’t deserve Him).  
 Let us show grace and truth to others this Christmas. For the cashier or employee who 
seems a bit rude, but perhaps has some struggles they just can’t shake. For the person who 
says, “Happy Holidays” and perhaps would be excited to hear you share why this holiday is truly 
a happy one for you in Christ. Will your interactions with others depict the grace and truth to 
others that you so dearly rely on? 
 
Friday, December 4th 
For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11 
NKJV) 
 Social media often doesn’t feel very social, especially when interacting with celebrities. 
So on the occasional chance that one of my posts or responses is liked or commented on by 
some celebrity or personal hero, my initial feelings of excitement begin to fade as I realize it 
was no more meaningful to them as it is to me when I do that on someone else’s post.  
 Christmas is more personal than social media! The angels declared that Jesus was “born 
to you” in talking with the shepherds. These lowly unknowns were not just the first human 
heralds of the birth of Jesus, but the first recipients of the personal good news! It’s not merely 
Jesus to the world, but Jesus to you! 
 How could you make Christmas personal to someone this year? Perhaps consider a 
more personal gift for someone than you’ve given them in the past. In doing so you will be 
blessing them in the very way that God has blessed us with Jesus, a gift for the world, but 
equally a gift for you! 
 
Saturday, December 5th 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men! (Luke 2:14 KJV) 
 Peaceful is not the best word to describe a household with children on Christmas 
morning. There’s lots of noise, and suddenly kids become very “helpful” with the chore of 
passing out everyone’s presents so the show can get underway! Once the gifts are unwrapped, 
the kids begin to play and quiet down, until it seems everyone is often ready for a nap! 
 The glory of God is similar. We aren’t peaceful by nature, but peace becomes clearer 
when we begin to unwrap and experience what the glory of God really is: holiness, patience, 
love, power, etc. It brings us joy to see how we’re loved by a God who has no reason to…and it 
brings us peace to know that such a God desires us to find peace! He could demand constant 
and frantic activity in service to Him, but instead He calls us so often to peace. 
 Something has or will disrupt your peace this Christmas. Perhaps the financial pressures 
of gifts or interacting with a difficult family member who seems to only get better at pushing 
your buttons each holiday season. Pray for peace. Not peace that you establish for yourself, but 
peace you have prayed for directly from our glorious and generous God.  
 
 



Sunday, December 6th 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21 NIV) 
 My secret hope was that my nickname at some point would become “Heat”. I’m literally 
just one letter away, but instead I was called “Tigger” during one basketball season I mostly 
bounced around on defense, “Eat” because a personalize shirt I owned had both H’s fall off, and 
most consistently “Heather” because of a mix up at a summer camp that found its way all the 
way back to my friends and family when I returned home.  
 Our Savior has a name…Jesus! This name was given to signify the special work He had 
come to do. Jesus means “Jehovah our helper” and is the NT form of the OT name of Joshua. 
Joshua led Israel into the promised land from a place of disobedience. Jesus has done the same 
for us leading us into the promised land of Heaven from a place of disobedience. We couldn’t 
help ourselves, so God sent Jesus to be the helper of our soul.  
 Use the name of Jesus this Christmas. Anyone can talk of God, but there’s only one 
name that can save our souls. Remember what the name of Jesus means for us, that God has 
helped us and saved us! Not from our badness, or our occasional mistakes, but our sinful 
disobedience against a holy God.  
 
Monday, December 7th 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7 NASB) 
 Staying with family over the holidays can be crazy accommodations, especially as a kid. 
Often all the parents would manage to get a room, while cousins were all tossed around the 
basement or living room couches to fend for themselves. It was pretty fun to giggle together 
and stay up late until the next morning when we were forced to scramble and move our 
clothes, blankets, and possessions since our sleeping area wasn’t really made for sleeping.  
 When Jesus’ parents were unable to find a room, they didn’t simply disappear or go 
home. The went where room was available…a manger. While not made for a baby, the manger 
was the place that room was made. God placed him there, completely accessible to anyone on 
that special night. The world wasn’t ready for Jesus, but He came to us anyway.  
 Make room for Jesus in your Christmas. Don’t make Jesus the afterthought of his own 
birthday, and encourage others to avoid giving him the leftovers. Speak of Jesus in your 
Christmas conversations. Remind your family of the reason for our celebration, always making 
room for Jesus right where you are.  
 
Tuesday, December 8th 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. (1 Timothy 1:15 NIV) 
 My job in college brought a yearly Christmas catalog that we could choose gifts to 
receive as a thank you. Being a young husband, I still wasn’t doing a great job of really paying 
attention to what kind of gifts my wife might like. One year I chose a set of glass cooking dishes, 
and then later a fleece robe embroidered with “Shelter Insurance” on the front. While I don’t 
think I was the worst gift giver in those early years, I certainly was far short of great! 



 When we think of ourselves as sinners, I think Paul’s words here to Timothy are 
important for two reasons. First, to show that Paul didn’t think of himself more highly than 
others simply due to the miraculous calling of Jesus on his life. Secondly, I think Paul was also 
trying to set an example of humility, to not only identify ourselves readily as sinners, but always 
as the worst of sinners. To think of ourselves as better than others is a sure way to a quick fall.  
 Who are you better than? The best answer is no one, but is that your answer? Do you 
compare yourself to another family member each holiday who makes you look you look great 
because of their stumbles? Each of us has a dark and dismal past that had to be repaired. We 
remain washed only by His work and anything good in our lives has been done in spite of the 
fact we are all the worst of sinners.  
 
Wednesday, December 9th 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord has said through the prophet (Matthew 1:22 NIV) 
 Why does the hot chocolate instruction often work off 1 cup of water? Most of my mugs 
hold a lot more than that! Now I realize that it’s mainly so they can give ratios for the best 
taste, but I’m such a rule follower that it took me way too long to realize I could fill up the mug 
a bit more and just add more cocoa! #Merica 
 When God makes promises, He too fills them full! To fulfil the promises of a Messiah 
was not some small gesture, but instead a fully filled promise of God for desperate people like 
us. In Jesus we find the fulfillment of a great promise, reminding us that’s how God operates 
with all His promises! He fills them full! He gives grace upon grace! He lavishes love upon us. 
When God does something, He does it all the way! 
 I’m moved to consider my love, generosity, and promise-keeping this Christmas. Will I 
fill promises to my family and friends in partial ways, or will I fill them full? Let’s remember our 
call is not to simply follow Jesus, but to follow the example of Jesus. Let’s fill this Christmas full 
of promises that honor and display our great God to all! What’s a promise you could fulfill to 
someone? 
 
Thursday, December 10th 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6 KJV) 
 Santa Claus has many names: Father Christmas, Saint Nick, Kris Kringle. We talked so 
little of Santa with our kids that when they were younger they just called him “the Christmas 
Man” (which subsequently is what he’s called in Germany, though pronounced 
“Weihnachtsmann” with great gusto and a bit of anger). Ultimately no matter what you call 
him, they all mean the same thing.  
 Jesus has several different names, but unlike Santa it’s not merely regional or tradition. 
The names of Jesus have to do with His character, telling us who He really is. He’s the Prince of 
Peace, everlasting, wonderful, mighty…God! When we see these various names it can be easy 
to move past them, but don’t miss that each one reveals something special and true about the 
character and person of Jesus.  



 Perhaps look at the names of Jesus here again (and at gotquestions.org/names-Jesus-
Christ.html) and consider which aspects of Jesus you need most right now. He’s ready to be 
exactly that to you today! 
 
Friday, December 11th 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. (Luke 2:10 ESV) 
 My parents made me fearful that if I didn’t get to sleep quickly on Christmas Eve, there 
was a good chance Santa would pass right by our house. I remember being five and living in an 
apartment building, and wondering if it would be hard for Santa to get to us since we weren’t 
near the roof of the 8-story building? Eventually my fear of being missed by Santa was 
overcome by my exhaustion from a fun day and the sugar crash of eating my weight in cookies.  

Pastor Tim Keller shares why we are wise and even fortunate to fear the Lord. “To 
rightly fear the Lord ensures you never fear anything else!” These shepherds were told not to 
fear the amazing angelic sight, because the God we fear is also the God of good news! We fear 
and reverence Him, but we need not be afraid of Him. If He’d wanted to destroy us without any 
chance for salvation, He could have done so, but didn’t! 

Think of what makes you fearful and anxious. Do you see how fearing the Lord puts 
everything else into perspective? Perhaps it’s good that Christmas comes at the end of our 
year, leading us to weigh any news we’ve struggled with throughout the previous 12 months in 
light of the eternal Good News of Jesus! 

 
Saturday, December 12th 
And while they were there, the time came for the baby to be born (Luke 2:6 NIV) 
 Christmas has a great distinction from the different holidays and celebrations we have 
throughout the year. We don’t call it Valentine’s Day time, or 4th of July time, but we do use the 
phrase “Christmastime.” Even as the holiday stands 2 weeks away, we’ve moved into 
Christmastime (or like me, immediately after Halloween ended). The point is that 
Christmastime denotes something special about this particular time of year that stands apart 
from the rest.  
 Timing really is everything. Jesus came to be born at the perfect time. It wasn’t random 
or rushed, but planned before the very foundation of the world. This woman, in this place, and 
this time. The perfectly timed arrival of Jesus stands as a reminder that God does everything 
with purpose and planning. He’s not just planned for our lives on earth, but for our eternity in 
Heaven by sending forth his Son Jesus at just the right time.  
 Are you waiting on God’s timing? For health, job, or something else? Think about how 
God didn’t just deliver us a Savior, but did so at the right time. He’s considered the time for 
your need as well.  
 
Sunday, December 13th 
But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel. (Matthew 2:6 NIV) 
 Despite my trips to Washington, D.C. over two different administrations, I’ve never met 
a U.S. President. I’ve even gone right by his house, but never have I seen him strolling the 



grounds or walking out the gate to wave and say hello to tourists and residents of the capital. 
Perhaps it has something to do with being the leader of the most influential nation on earth, 
but I still choose to be offended. 
 Jesus didn’t just come as a ruler, though He certainly deserves the title. He equally came 
to shepherd those He rules. Jesus is not an impersonal royal, preferring to stay away from the 
common man. Jesus was born and announced to the most common (shepherds), teamed up 
with the common workers (disciples), and even died the death of a common criminal. But Jesus 
choose to live close to His people, to provide the example of a shepherd to humanity as He too 
submitted to the will of the Father.  
 Are you asking Jesus to shepherd your life, or simply rule it? Jesus isn’t here to make all 
the decision of your life, but to guide your decisions as you live out His character in your 
thoughts, words, and actions.  
 
Monday, December 14th 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. (Matthew 2:10 NIV) 
 My first trip as a kid to see the Cardinals at Busch Stadium was incredible. I was excited 
as we walked into the stadium, purchased a souvenir ball, and grabbed some snacks. But that 
first glimpse through the concourse into the seating area was nearly overwhelming. I’m 
confident I had never seen grass so green and uniforms so crisp and clean. The experience of 
seeing the field with my own eyes far outweighed my expectations.  
 I’m not sure if the wise men were baseball fans, but I think seeing the star was their 
Busch Stadium moment (or Wrigley Field if it helps you). They had read of the star and 
prophecy, but to actually see it in person brought them great joy! After following the star for a 
while, it had disappeared, but showed up again and settled right over the place where Jesus 
was. Their joy in that moment far exceeded their expectations. They were going crazy with joy! 
 Let Jesus be our starting point of joy. Take some time to think back to when you first 
met Jesus. Share that testimony with a younger family member or friend, and perhaps help 
them rediscover that opening moment with Jesus that made joy really come alive! 
 
Tuesday, December 15th 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God (Isaiah 40:1 ESV) 
 Coming home for Christmas after basic training was a whirlwind. I rushed to a small local 
airport to take a plane the size of a car into Dallas, rushed through the DFW airport in 10 
minutes, and just caught my connecting flight to Kansas City. After arriving in KC, I met up with 
my parents (who walked right by me because they didn’t recognize me!) climbed in the back 
seat of the car and promptly fell asleep. I was more relaxed and comfortable than I’d been in 
weeks! 
 The comfort promised through a coming Messiah is literally a “sigh.” Not a sigh of 
frustration, but of complete relaxation and peace. When we feel beat up and stressed, we’re 
invited to draw close to our God who offers comfort and reset. You can just feel the loving 
desire of God as he says, “Comfort…comfort…breathe…rest…” He offers comfort with all care 
and sincerity.  
 So take a breath. Seriously…stop reading, don’t look at your phone, and just breath a 
moment. God has invited you to take comfort in His comfort. Stop looking to a person, hobby, 



or thing to bring comfort that is only God’s to give. What situation could you use some comfort 
from God today?  
 
Wednesday, December 16th 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from old, from 
ancient days (Micah 5:2 ESV) 
 According to commercials, all family gatherings are huge, formal affairs. That wasn’t my 
experience growing up, and even less so when our family has lived far from home. Our previous 
church in Pennsylvania was a 17 hour drive home, so we often had small celebrations with just 
Nikki, myself, and the kids. While our small gatherings might not have been worthy of a Folgers 
commercial, they were special to us.  
 No matter how small your family or personal connections may seem, remember that 
out of a podunk town in Israel, came the greatest gift. When we come to faith in Christ, our 
family instantly grows due to adoption into God’s great big family! Don’t dismiss who you are or 
where you’re from. Our society emphasizes fame and stature, so it should come as no surprise 
to us that God would bring the greatest gift from the smallest town.  
 Perhaps your family doesn’t seem worthy of a commercial, but they’re all yours! Maybe 
your family gathering seems small and meager this year. Remember that in Christ, you’ve been 
welcomed into a great big family of believers. Intentionally find ways to encourage and connect 
with members of your earthly and eternal family this Christmas.  
 
Thursday, December 17th  
And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (1 John 
5:11 NASB) 
 Life is an incredibly precious gift. While we look forward to Heaven, we still respect our 
life and the lives of others here on Earth. Treatment for a disease is not a denial of the eternal 
life we look forward to, but respecting and fully using this life we’ve been blessed to live. I want 
to maximize these moments here on Earth because you only get one shot.  
 Earthly life is all we can really comprehend. We know that eternal life is promised, but 
the transition from Earth to eternity will be dramatic! We know this because we see when Jesus 
transitioned from eternity to Earth…it was dramatic! He came to this world to live a life that He 
could ultimately lay down for our sins. But while His purpose was of sacrifice, Jesus still lived his 
life. The first 30 years of his life weren’t even spent in open, public ministry, yet He was living 
out a daily life that honored God and served others.  
 How are you maximizing the moments of your life today? Are you respecting the life 
you’ve been given? We have eternal life through Jesus. Literally, His life is in us! Because of the 
life He lived on earth, He was able to both die and resurrect as the proof of every promise for 
Heaven. There is no eternal life for those who live their life apart from the life of Christ. Long for 
Heaven, but live your life well here on earth!  
 
 
 
 



 Friday, December 18th 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. (Luke 2:20 NIV) 
 Obviously, I know that television sets are just stages, but the amount of illusion is higher 
than I previously realized. A group of actors were recently talking about how the light switches, 
sinks, and toilets on their sets were all fake. To flip the switch made no difference, and pouring 
some coffee down the sink would make a huge mess since there was no plumbing underneath! 
A light switch without electricity or a sink without plumbing is only half the equation.  
 Notice the important pairing here of the shepherds as they left the manger scene. They 
were both glorifying and praising God. Glorifying God is recognizing who He is internally, while 
praising Him often leads to outwardly expressing it. Expressing God’s glory without internalizing 
it is fake, and internalizing God’s glory without expressing it misses the opportunity for witness 
among believers and unbelievers.  
 We must not praise God without glorifying Him, nor glorify Him without praising Him. 
For what could you give inward glory to God? Is there some characteristic of His that has 
particularly touched you lately? How could you praise God for that revelation of His glory to 
others? Who might God be leading you to be a witness to through your praise of His glorious 
work in your life? 
 
Saturday, December 19th 
For nothing will be impossible with God (Luke 1:37 ESV) 
 The Christmas season provides us with a slew of movies that remind us nothing is 
impossible. This seems to hold especially true if you’re a single woman from New York who 
thinks she’ll always be alone, but then she meets a guy who just seems so normal and down-to-
earth, but of course he’s a prince from some country that sure sounds European, but a deep-
dive on Wikipedia reveals it’s completely made up. Regardless, she loved him before she knew 
he was a prince, and now she’s a princess. Nothing is impossible…except for any more good 
Christmas movies to be made.  
 God’s work here reveals His power by bringing forth the Messiah from a virgin! If He has 
the power to bypass this most basic of science, what can’t He do? The denial of the virgin birth 
by “reasonable people” seems odd in light of what the scriptures say on the resurrection, an 
unseen eternity, and the numerous miracles attested to throughout the scriptures. The Bible is 
not some mere morality textbook, but a reminder that nothing is impossible for God.  
 Nothing is impossible with God! He can do anything, even save impossibly damaged 
sinners like us. There are times each of us struggle with our salvation, wondering if we can truly 
still be saved or perhaps if we ever were? Remember that your salvation is all about what God 
has done for you through Jesus. Salvation seems impossible, and even feels impossible at times 
for those of us who really know ourselves. Good thing that nothing is impossible with God! 
 
Sunday, December 20th 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them a light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2 NKJV) 
 The earlier darkness of winter is a drag to some, but I’ve always loved the quicker 
evenings. Summer stinks because you have to wait late into the evening to see fireflies finally 



come out, or to enjoy fireworks on the Fourth of July. But that early winter darkness causes the 
Christmas lights to stand out a little quicker, or gives us that glow of the street lights off newly 
fallen snow.  
 Darkness is the perfect backdrop for a great light. The people of Israel fell into spiritual 
darkness over the course centuries and found themselves unable to really see God. The arrival 
of Jesus didn’t just bring light, but a great light! It wasn’t a momentary word from God, but THE 
WORD in the form of Jesus who would live among us, teach us, die for us, and rise again for us. 
The shadow of death was always over the Jewish people as they faced persecution and defeat 
even into Jesus’ arrival. But for many, the arrival of Jesus was like fireworks going off against 
the backdrop of a dark sky.  
 What is one thing that has brought you joy in the last few days? Many people this 
Christmas find themselves struggling with dark emotions. Perhaps all the best Christmases 
seem behind them and they struggle to see the joy that can be theirs through Jesus. This 
happens to believers and non-believers alike, so let us consider the joy that is ours this 
Christmas to light us up and prepare us to light up others! 
 
Monday, December 21st  
Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has 
done for us. (Ephesians 2:18 NLT) 
 Unbelievers often strip Christmas down to its smaller parts. Just the gifts, just the food, 
perhaps even throw in the “Charlie Brown Christmas Special” with a sprinkling of Jesus from 
little Linus. But Christmas loses much of its importance when we strip away the deeper truths 
of sin, salvation, and even God Himself.  
 Christmas is an expression of the Trinity in a way people hadn’t comprehended before. 
Our passage today tells us we can come to the Father through the Holy Spirit because of what 
Christ has done for us. There is a connective relationship between the persons of the Trinity 
and to focus exclusively on only one for our attention misses the bigger point of Christmas. 
Jesus came to allow the presence of the Holy Spirit within us and provide our opportunity to 
speak directly to the Father as our Father.  
 Do you consider all persons of the Trinity in your daily life? Remember that we can 
speak to any one of them at any time. I often speak to Jesus directly in thanks for His sacrifice 
and example. I speak to the Holy Spirit asking him to give me reminders of what I’ve prayed for 
in my attitude and witness. I speak to the Father of the plans I know He has for me. Remember 
that Christmas has opened us up to the complete fullness of God, so live that fullness in your 
conversations with Him.  
 
Tuesday, December 22nd 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16 NKJV) 
 How does John 3:16 seem to sneak into everything! It must be the neediest verse in all 
of scripture, always jumping up like the anxious audience member when the magician on stage 
needs a volunteer. But John 3:16 is deservedly famous because of the details it gives us in 
regards to why we even have Christmas in the first place.  



 Christmas is about love. Not the cheaply defined love of our culture, but a “sacrificial 
love.” God didn’t just say He loved us, but sent us His Son as proof. Jesus embraced His role as a 
sacrifice for people who couldn’t save themselves. And what is the big challenge we must 
accomplish in order to receive such a gift of love…belief! We must believe that God loves us like 
this. It’s a belief that trusts His love for our salvation and future and leads us to follow Him 
gladly! 
 So if sacrificial love is the standard, how can you take a fresh swing at this kind of love 
this Christmas? What could you sacrifice in order to bless a friend or family member? What 
could you sacrifice in order to bless an acquaintance or stranger?  
 
Wednesday, December 23rd 
And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and his name one. 
(Zechariah 14:9 ESV) 
 The first arrival of Jesus at Christmas was good news of great joy for all people. Through 
Jesus every person has the opportunity to have their eternal address move from Hell to Heaven 
simply through faith in the work that Jesus has done. The second arrival of Jesus won’t be good 
news for everyone, but only for those who had acknowledged Jesus as Lord. Notice that He is 
already Lord, but He will now be King over the whole Earth. 
 Christmas is the great opportunity to prepare people for the second arrival of Jesus. We 
help people understand that if Jesus left Heaven for Earth, there must have been an incredibly 
important reason. There is only one Lord and one Savior for humanity. Our opportunity is to 
prepare people for the arrival of the great King, and to show them the value of following Him 
now! Jesus isn’t simply a King for our eternal lives, but our earthly ones as well.  
 Talk about the Lordship of Jesus in your life to others. Help them to see you don’t make 
Jesus Lord, but you acknowledge He already is. Some believe that in case Heaven is real, they 
will repent later in life. Our witness to people is that Jesus came at Christmas, He will come 
again, but He has so much to say and blessings to give in the meantime right here today.  
 
Thursday, December 24th 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. (Luke 1:47 ESV) 
 Humility can be a rare trait in a successful person. To be at the top of your profession, 
and recognized as such must be an incredible temptation to pride and self-focus. So when I 
hear exceptional athletes or business leaders recall their success with humility and even 
recognition of others who helped them along the way, it grows my respect for them. 
 If anyone could have bragged about herself, it was Mary. Her faith and dedication to 
God stood out like Noah’s; a rare person in a common world. Her relationship to the Savior 
could have been a source of overwhelming pride, but instead she shows a remarkable humility. 
She marvels at God for using her and rejoices in this Savior! She knew it was not her perfection, 
but the grace of God that allowed her to be used for such a task.  
 Our acceptance of Jesus is unimpressive. Certainly we have to humble ourselves tp 
accept the gift of Jesus, but the work of salvation remains completely His. Even after walking 
with Jesus for 10,000 years in Heaven, we’ll still be there only because of what He has done. No 
amount of sanctification or personal growth can replace one bit of the salvation Jesus gave us. 
Do you find your relationship to God lacks humility at times? Do you come to Him less in 



expectation and more with demands? Ask God today to protect you from the pride that so 
easily can tempt us.  
 
Friday, December 25th 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him (John 3:17 NIV) 
 Allow me to wish you a Merry Christmas with my favorite verse of scripture. I’m 
thankful that this Christmas, while I deserve to stand condemned, I am not. Jesus has saved me, 
changed me, and accepted me into His family! Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn, 
because we were condemned already. Jesus came to save.  
 As you open gifts today, you might get something you were hoping for and you might 
not. But remember as you celebrate today, God has given you the perfect gift of His Son. It’s 
only through your acceptance of your sinfulness and His sacrifice that you can be saved. Jesus 
has literally offered Himself in your place! 
 Allow all the best moments of your Christmas today to stand in comparison to what 
Christmas gives all of us. Remember the joy of the shepherds. Remember the joy of the wise 
men. Remember the joy of Mary. Remember the joy Jesus has brought to you…and let it be 
enough.  
  


