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Deep Blue Nursery
Deep Blue Nursery helps you create a loving learning space in your church’s 
nursery for children 6 weeks to 35 months! With easy-to-follow activities, 
bright posters, great music, and beautiful prayers, Deep Blue Nursery will teach 
your li� lest believers all about God’s love. You will have all you need to off er a 
memorable church experience for children and their families.
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Editable Leader Guides 

Do you find that you need to modify 
sessions to fit your church’s unique 
needs? Now you can! Download your 
Leader Guide as an editable Microsoft 
Word document and you will have the 
ability to edit each session to be more 
specific for your class. 

User Feedback 
We want to hear from you!  

Thank you for choosing to use Deep Blue. You can 
help us continue to provide resources that are 
relevant, engaging, and helpful. We highly value the 
comments and observations of our children’s ministry 
partners. Please send us your feedback by completing 
the brief survey on our website:  

www.deepbluekids.com/surveys 

 

 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on social 
media (@deepbluekids) to connect with other 
leaders, download additional content, and stay up to 
date on all the Deep Blue news. 

 

 

 



A DEEP BLUE NURSERY 
What Your Kids Are Like and What They Need 
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hile caring for infants and toddlers, 
each moment is a teaching moment. 

Little ones are learning and growing with every 
interaction. To provide the best nursery 
experience for everyone, you’ll want to 
consider each of the following things. 

Welcome each child and her or his parent or 
guardian as they arrive. Their first impression is 
you! Be sure you interact with the children as 
they are handed over to you. Many children 
will transition into the nursery easily. Others, 
typically between the ages of 6 to 8 months 
old, may begin to experience some separation 
anxiety. Have toys handy to distract the 
children. Help parents or guardians say 
goodbye. If a child is having difficulty with 
separation, invite his or her parent to stay. 
Remind the parent that their child will be well 
cared for and that they will be notified if their 
child remains inconsolable. 

It is important for the infant room or nursery to 
be a warm and nurturing environment, 
founded on mutual trust and respect. Babies 
rely on their caregivers to satisfy their needs. 
This becomes the basis for trust. As little ones 
learn that church is a trustworthy place, this 
then becomes a stepping stone in their journey 
to trusting God. Likewise, as children learn that 
while in church they are accepted and loved, 
they will become ready to accept God’s 
unconditional love and forgiveness. 

Make the most of your time with the little ones 
in your care. It’s important to be friendly with 
other leaders and volunteers in the nursery. 
Remember, a warm environment is important. 
However, time focused on “catching up” with 
friends means less time focused on the 
children in the nursery. This curriculum will 
help provide you with the tools and 
suggestions you need to speak blessing and life 
into each and every child. The time you share 
serving babies and toddlers has eternal 
significance. 

It’s critical to baby-proof the nursery and to 
have basic security procedures in place. Watch 
babies and toddlers closely. Never leave the 
nursery unsupervised, even for one minute. 
Offer the children you serve the same care you 
would provide if they were your own children. 
Research online ways to baby-proof the room, 
and be sure to check out available resources 
(such as Safe Sanctuaries) that help guide you 
in providing training for all people who work 
and volunteer in the nursery. 

Finally, understand that children grow in their 
faith just by being with you. Little ones learn 
about the Bible and faith traditions as they 
hear your voice share God’s truths. Let 
blessings and praises fill the nursery, and may 
you let God speak through you.

W 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
pleasing to you, LORD, my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14 



BABIES AND TODDLERS 
Resources 
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Core Resources 
Bible Story Picture Cards 
Each child should have one Bible Story Picture Card 
to take home each week. This resource will help the 
parent or guardian read the monthly Bible story to 
their child in an interesting, fun way each week. 
There also will be a “Tiny Prayer” on the card and 
one activity to do with their child to help the child 
remember the Bible story. 
 

Class Kit 
This class resource includes the Attendance Chart, 
Bible verse posters, song posters, games, and 
storytelling figures for the quarter. Each item is 
designed to enhance the class experience with the 
Bible story.  
 

 

Lesson-Enhancing Resources 

Deep Blue Toddler  
Bible Storybook 
The Deep Blue Toddler Bible 
Storybook tells nineteen Bible 
stories for little ones that will 
introduce them to God and Jesus. 
From these stories, young children 
will learn of the love God has for 
them and how they can begin to 
follow Jesus.  
 

deepbluekids.com 
Find the American Sign Language 
(ASL) for the quarterly Bible 
verses, teacher helps, parent 
helps, training videos, extra 
coloring sheets, and more—all 
free at our website! 
 

Resources are available in Braille 
on request.  
Contact: 
Braille Ministry 
c/o Donna Veigel 
10810 N. 91st Avenue #96 
Peoria, AZ  85345 
(623) 979-7552 

NOTE: Websites are constantly changing. Although the websites recommended in this resource were checked at the time this unit was 

developed, we recommend that you double-check all sites to verify that they are still live and that they are still suitable for children 

before doing the activity.  

 

 



SUPPLIES 
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The Basics 
Here are some basic supplies you will need to have available almost every Sunday. 

 

baby dolls and baby 
care items 

basket 

Bible storybooks 

blocks 

box of facial tissues 

cardstock  

CD of children’s music 

CD player 

chenille stems (variety 
of colors)  

computer & printer 

construction paper 

copy paper (colored) 

cotton balls 

cotton swabs 

crayons  

glue, glue sticks 

hand-washing 
supplies 

index cards  

lip balm stick 
(unused) 

magazines (old) 

markers (watercolor, 
permanent, and 
washable) 

mural paper 

napkins 

paint (washable, 
watercolor) 

paintbrushes  

paper bags (lunch-
sized) 

paper bowls 

paper cups 

paper plates (variety 
of sizes and weights)  

paper punch 

paper towels 

pencils  

plastic containers (for 
paint and/or water) 

plastic tablecloth  

playdough 

playdough tools and 
cookie cutters 

posterboard  

resealable plastic bags 

ribbon (variety of 
widths)  

 

ruler 

scissors (adult and 
safety) 

smocks or large  
T-shirts 

stapler, staples  

stickers 

stuffed animals 

tape (clear, masking)  

tissue paper (colored) 

toys 

trays (for art projects) 

washable ink stamp 
pads and ink stamps 

wet wipes 

wooden craft sticks 

yarn 

 
Beyond the Basics 
Sometimes an activity might use a supply that is not on the basic supply list. When that happens, the 
supply will be listed at the beginning of the activity in “Before class.” 



God Made the World (Genesis 1:1–2:4) 
God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good. (Genesis 1:31) 
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SETUP: UNIT 1 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class are learning that God made a good world. This is an 
important faith foundation—it grounds us in God’s love, affirms our innate goodness, and 

encourages us to see the good in others. The little bitties in your nursery will be told many 
times this month that God made them and that they are good.  

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Day and Night Collages 
Before class: Gather glue sticks and yellow, black, and white construction paper. Cut the yellow and 
black paper into 1-by-1-inch squares.  

• Help each child sort the yellow and black squares.  

• Give each child a piece of white construction paper. 

• Invite the children to glue some yellow squares on the left side of their white paper and some 
black squares on the right side.  

SAY: God made day and night. God made the sun shine during the day and the stars and moon 
show during the night. God made all the world good! God made you good! 

• Set the day and night art somewhere to dry.  

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Zookeepers 
Before class: Gather stuffed animals and blocks for building.  

• Invite the children to pretend to be zookeepers and to build a home for each animal with the 
blocks. 

• Encourage the children to care for each animal. The animals will need food, water, and maybe 
some zookeeper cuddles! 

SAY: God made all the animals in our world and asks each person to help care for the animals. 

ASK: Do you have an animal at home that your family cares for?  

SAY: God made all the animals good! God made you good! 
  

T 
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Sensory Activity Center: Playdough “Garden” 
Before class: Gather craft store silk flowers, green chenille stems, and brown playdough. Cut the 
green chenille stems into 1-inch pieces. Put down a playdough mat (or use a tray) for a cleaner 
version of this activity. 

• Encourage the children to smash out the brown playdough “dirt” for their gardens. 

• Invite the children to add grass (the chenille stem pieces) and flowers to their gardens.  

• Encourage the children to re-create their gardens until you (or they) are ready to move on to the 
next activity. 

SAY: God made all the dirt, plants, and trees in our world. We can see the plants and trees grow 
and bloom flowers or produce fruits and vegetables.  

ASK: Can you show me how a plant grows? (Encourage the children to squat down and pretend to 
be a seed and then to stand up slowly and grow into a plant or tree.) 

SAY: God made all the plants and trees good! God made you good! 

 

Sorting Activity Center: Air, Land, and Sea Animals 
Before class: Gather many air, land, and sea toy animals and three bins. (It would be great if you 
have a white bin for air, a green bin for land, and a blue bin for sea. If you don’t, you could use 
construction paper in these colors instead.) 

• Encourage the children to sort the animals. Help them put the animals that fly in the white air 
bin, the animals that walk in the green land bin, and the animals that swim in the blue sea bin.  

• If there is an animal that does more than one of these things, talk about how unique God’s 
creations are. Then let the children decide which bin they would like that animal to be sorted 
into.  

SAY: God made all the animals that live in our world! God made animals that fly in the air, that walk 
on the land, and that swim in the sea.  

ASK: What is your favorite animal? Where does (name of the animal child answered) live? 

SAY: God made all the animals good! God made you good!



1. God Made the World (Genesis 1:1–2:4) 
God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good. (Genesis 1:31) 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “God Is So Good” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God’s so good to me. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children. Help them do the movements with you. 
SAY: God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.) 
and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.) 
a glowing sun, a shining moon, (Make a circle with arms overhead.) 
with light for all to share. (Open up arms. Sweep hands down to your sides.) 
God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.) 
and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.) 
the water with fish and the land with plants, (Place palms together. Wiggle hands, as if swimming.) 
with fruit for all to share. (Pretend to eat an apple.) 
God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.) 
and created it with care— (Place hands over heart.) 
animals of all shapes and sizes, (Hold hands in front of your body like paws.) 
birds that fly in the air. (Flap arms.) 
God planned a beautiful world (Make a circle with arms overhead.) 
and wants us to give it care— (Place hands over heart.) 
for God created each person (Point to each child and then to yourself.)  
and gave us the world for all to share. (Turn palms upward.) 

SAY: God made the world good! I wonder what it was like when God made the world. What do you 
think?  
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CREATE 
World Spray Bottle Painting  
Before class: Gather white cardstock, two spray bottles, blue and green food coloring, and trays. 
Copy “World Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 9) onto cardstock for each child. Add water to each 
spray bottle. Add several drops of blue food coloring to one of the bottles and shake it. Add several 
drops of green food coloring to the other bottle and shake it. (If you have older children, wait and 
prepare the spray bottles in class with their help.) 

• Invite the children to take turns making a world painting. Place a child’s cardstock copy of the 
world on a tray. Help the child spray some blue and some green food coloring onto the world. 

• Set the paintings somewhere to dry.  

PLAY 
Days of Creation 
Before class: Cut out the cards “Days of Creation” (Class Kit—p. 5) and put them in a basket. 

• Gather the children in a circle. Invite one child at a time to draw a card. Encourage the children 
to do the motion suggested on the card. Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles 
out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for your good world. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 1 Bible Story Picture Card and parent article for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 1 of the Bible Story Picture Cards and the parent article. 
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World Reproducible 
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Extra Coloring Page Reproducible 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “God Is So Good” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God’s so good to me. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children.  
SAY: God made day and night, and it is very good! 
God made ocean and land, and it is very good! 
God made trees and flowers, and it is very good! 
God made moon and stars, and it is very good! 
God made all the animals, and it is very good! 
God made all the people, and it is very good! 
God made me, and it is very good! 

SAY: God made the world good! I wonder what it was like when God made the world. What do you 
think? 

CREATE 
God Made Colors  
Before class: Gather several toys in each of the following colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
and purple. Gather construction paper, making sure you have at least one piece in each of the 
above colors. Gather crayons.  

TIP: Small children like to discover everything, including the taste of all things. Watch your kids 
while they color. If you have access to toddler crayons, please use those.  
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• Mix together the collection of toys into one large group. Lay out construction paper, one each of 
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple. 

• Invite the children to help you sort each toy onto the paper it matches. 

SAY: God made the world! Our world has many beautiful colors! What color is your favorite? 

• Give each child a piece of construction paper and a crayon in their favorite color. Encourage the 
children to practice coloring.  

PLAY 
Sleeping Animals 
• Invite the children to play this game with you.  

• Encourage the children to pretend to fall asleep. Invite them to make silly snoring sounds.  

• Once all of the children are pretending to sleep, SAY: Then, all of the cows woke up! 

• Encourage the children to pretend to be mooing cows.  

• Once all of the children are pretending to be cows, SAY: Then, all of the cows fell asleep! 

• Keep playing like this until every child has suggested an animal for the group to be.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for making me good. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 2 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 2 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6). 

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “God Is So Good” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God’s so good to me. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the cards “Days of Creation” (Class Kit—p. 5), if you haven’t already done so. 

• Read this story to the children, showing the corresponding cards as you read.  
SAY: When God made the world, there was nothing to start with. God said, “This is not good.”  
So, God made day and night. And God said, “This is good!” 
God made the sky. And God said, “This is good!”  
God made the water and the land and plants. And God said, “This is good!” 
God made the sun and the moon and the stars. And God said, “This is good!” 
God made fish and birds. And God said, “This is good!” 
God made lots of animals and people. And God said, “This is good!” 
Everything God made was very good! 

CREATE 
God Made Me  
Before class: Gather washable ink stamp pads, white cardstock, smocks or large T-shirts, and wet 
wipes.  

TIP: If you don’t have access to washable ink stamp pads, you can use washable markers. You will 
need to add color to one finger at a time and quickly stamp if you use washable markers. 
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• Put a smock or large T-shirt on each child. Then invite the children to look at their fingertips.  

ASK: What do you see? Lines? Squiggles? 

• Invite the children to look at a friend’s fingertips. 

ASK: Does your friend’s fingertips look just like yours? (No.) 

• Give each child a piece of cardstock, and help stamp their fingerprints all over it. 

• Clean each child’s hands. 

SAY: God made you special and very good! 

PLAY 
Day and Night 
• Invite the children to pretend to do day things and night things with you.  

SAY: Pretend that it is day. What do people do during the day? (Go to school, eat, play, etc.) 

• Encourage the children to pretend to do daytime activities.  

SAY: Pretend that it is night. What do people do during the night? (sleep, brush teeth, read, etc.) 

• Encourage the children to pretend to do nighttime activities.  

• Keep playing like this until the children are ready for the next activity.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for making everything good. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 3 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 3 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6). 

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “God Is So Good” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God’s so good to me. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children.  
SAY: God made birds. God made bees. 
God made monkeys in the trees.  
God made big whales and even tiny fleas.  
God made all the world, you see! 

• Sing the above words to the tune of “This Old Man.” 

SAY: God made the world good! What is your favorite animal? 

CREATE 
Nature Walk Art 
Before class: Gather white cardstock and glue sticks.  

TIP: If the weather is not nice enough to go on a nature walk, gather enough leaves, sticks, pebbles, 
weeds, grass, and flowers for each child to make a nature collage. 

• Invite the children to take a nature walk with you. Be sure to follow your church’s outdoor policy, 
and make sure there are enough adults present to supervise the children.  

• While walking outdoors, SAY: God made the world good!  
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• Point out trees, birds, flowers, and other nature you see on your walk. Tell the children that God 
made each of these things.  

• Encourage the children to gather leaves, sticks, pebbles, weeds, grass, and flowers while the 
group walks together. They will use these items for their collages.  

• Once you have returned from your walk, give each child a piece of white cardstock. Invite the 
children to glue their findings onto their piece of cardstock.  

• Set the collages somewhere to dry.  

PLAY 
Days of Creation 
Before class: Cut out the cards “Days of Creation” (Class Kit—p. 5), if you haven’t already done so, 
and put them in a basket. 

• Gather the children in a circle. Invite one child at a time to draw a card. Encourage the children 
to do the motion suggested on the card. Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles 
out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for your good world. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 4 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 4 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 5-6). 

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 21) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “God Is So Good” (below), or sing it using the song poster. 
SING: God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God is so good. 
God’s so good to me. 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children. Encourage them to do the motions with you.  
SAY: God planned for light so I can see. (Point to eyes.) 
God planned for light to help warm me. (Hug yourself.) 
God planned for light to make the day. (Spread your arms.) 
I am so glad God planned it that way.  
God planned for sky and the wind to blow. (Wave arms, as if in the wind.) 
God planned for water down below. (Wave hands like waves.) 
God planned for dirt so I can play. (Run in place.) 
I am so glad God planned it that way.  
God planned for trees to grow so tall. (Stretch up high.) 
God planned for flowers very small. (Touch the ground.) 
God planned for food for every day. (Rub stomach.) 
I am so glad God planned it that way.  
God planned for birds up in the sky. (Flap arms.) 
God planned for goats to climb so high. (Pretend to climb.) 
God planned for fish down by the bay. (Place hands together, and wiggle them back and forth.) 
I am so glad God planned it that way.  
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CREATE 
“Thank You, God, for Everything!” Banner  
Before class: Gather crayons and a large posterboard (or a piece of mural paper). Write “Thank you, 
God, for everything!” across the middle of the posterboard. 

• Encourage the children to draw on the banner their favorite things in God’s good world.  

• When the children have finished their banner, hang it in your classroom. 

PLAY 
Days of Creation 
Before class: Cut out the cards “Days of Creation” (Class Kit—p. 5), if you haven’t already done so, 
and put them in a basket. 

• Gather the children in a circle. Invite one child at a time to draw a card. Encourage the children 
to do the motion suggested on the card. Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles 
out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for your good world. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 1 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 4) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 5 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 5 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 



The Baby in the Basket (Exodus 2:1-10) 
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SETUP: UNIT 2 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class are learning about baby Moses and his family. The women 
in this story—Moses’ mother, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s daughter—all show great care 

for Moses by keeping him safe. We can learn an important lesson from this story: God intends 
for families to be safe places for children to be cared for and loved. The care and love we 
receive from our families, including the members of our family of faith, help us experience the 
care and love God gives to each of us.  

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Blue Watercolor Painting 
Before class: Gather smocks or large T-shirts, white cardstock, paintbrushes, blue watercolor paint, 
and small cups of water.  

• Put a smock or a large T-shirt on each child. Give each child a sheet of white cardstock and a 
paintbrush. Set a cup of water and blue watercolor paint in the center for the children to share. 

• Invite the children to paint with the blue watercolor paint.  

SAY: Baby Moses was cared for by his family. His mommy placed him in a floating basket and into 
the Nile River to keep him safe.  

ASK: How does your family show care? 

• Set the blue watercolor paintings somewhere to dry.  

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Caring for Babies 
Before class: Gather baby dolls, blankets, play bottles, toy strollers, and other items for children to 
use while pretending to be caregivers.  

• Invite the children to pretend to be caregivers of the baby dolls. 

• Encourage the children to care for each baby. The babies will need food, water, and cuddles! 

SAY: Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s daughter were all part of Moses’ family. They 
showed Moses love and care when he was a baby and as he grew. 

ASK: Who is in your family?  

SAY: God made families to care for one another. 
  

T 
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Sensory Activity Center: Sinking and Floating Water Play 
Before class: Set up a water play station by filling a bin or a mixing bowl with water. Gather items 
that can get wet to test whether they sink or float. Keep a towel close by! 

• Encourage the children to place one item in the water. 

ASK: Does it sink to the bottom, or does it float on the water?  

• Invite the children to test another item.  

• Encourage the children to continue testing what sinks and what floats. 

SAY: Baby Moses’ mommy showed him care and kept him safe by placing him in the water of the 
Nile River in a basket that floated. God gives us families to take care of us.  

 

Discovery Activity Center: Family Photos 
Before class: Cut out the “Family Photos” (Class Kit—pp. 8, 9) and place them in a basket.  

• Encourage the children to look through the “Family Photos.” 

SAY: God made families to care for one another. 

ASK: What sorts of families do you see in the photos? Who is in your family? 

SAY: Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s daughter were part of Moses’ family. They all 
cared for baby Moses. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 19-20).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “Down by the River Nile” (below) to the tune of “Down by the 
Riverside,” or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 
His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 

 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 2 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 8). Tape each figure to a block so 
that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Read this story to the children, using the storytelling figures when indicated.  

SAY: (Set out Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and baby Moses.) Moses’ mommy loved him very 
much. She put him in a floating basket. Moses’ mommy placed the basket on the river. She was 
hiding baby Moses to keep him safe and to care for him. (Move baby Moses a foot from the other 
figures.) Moses floated down the river. Moses’ sister wanted to help keep him safe, so she followed 
the basket. (Move Moses’ sister closer to baby Moses. Set out Pharaoh’s daughter close to Moses, 
but on the side opposite Moses’ sister.) Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river for a bath. She saw 
the basket floating on the river. Pharaoh’s daughter opened the basket and found baby Moses. 
Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s daughter all loved and cared for Moses as he grew.  

SAY: God made families to take care of one another.  
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CREATE 
Basket Lacing Cards  
Before class: Gather white cardstock, scissors (for adult use), paper punch (for adult use), yarn, 
tape, and crayons. Copy “Basket Lacing Card Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 23) onto white 
cardstock for each child. Cut out the baskets, and punch a hole on each circle. Cut a two-foot length 
of yarn for each child, and put tape on each end (to make it easier to thread through holes). 

• Invite the children to color their baskets. (Watch the children while they use crayons. It’s fun to 
explore every aspect of new things, including their taste!) 

• Encourage the children to weave a piece of yarn through the holes on their baskets. They can 
take the yarn out and weave it in and out endlessly. 

PLAY 
Hide Like Baby Moses 
• Invite the children to hide while you count to 10. After you count, find all the children. 

• Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to care for us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 6 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 6 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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Basket Lacing Card Reproducible  
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 19-20).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “Down by the River Nile” (below) to the tune of “Down by the 
Riverside,” or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 
His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 
 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read the following story to the children.  

SAY: Moses’ mommy loved him very much. She put him in a floating basket. Moses’ mommy placed 
the basket on the river. She was hiding baby Moses to keep him safe and to care for him. Moses 
floated down the river. Moses’ sister wanted to help keep him safe, so she followed the basket. 
Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river for a bath. She saw the basket floating on the river. Pharaoh’s 
daughter opened the basket and found baby Moses. Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s 
daughter all loved and cared for Moses as he grew.  

• Sing “Rock-a-bye, Moses” to the tune of “Rock-a-bye, Baby.” 
SING: Rock-a-bye, Moses, sleep in your boat.  
Miriam watches now as you float.  
Mommy and sister love you so dear.  
Rock-a-bye, Moses, for God is near.  
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CREATE 
Playdough Fun  
Before class: Gather playdough in a variety of colors. Set out a tray for each child, or put out a 
plastic tablecloth.  

• Invite the children to make baby Moses out of the playdough. They also could create the Nile 
River, a basket for baby Moses, Moses’ sister (Miriam), Moses’ mommy, or Pharaoh’s daughter.  

PLAY 
Pretend You Are a Family 
• Invite the children to pretend they are part of a family. Let the children choose who they will 

pretend to be (mother, father, sister, brother, cousin, aunt, uncle, etc.). 

• If you have a Home Center in your classroom, allow the children to use the toys to deepen the 
experience.  

ASK: Who is in your family? 

SAY: God gives us families to care for us. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to care for us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 7 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 7 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 19-20).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “Down by the River Nile” (below) to the tune of “Down by the 
Riverside,” or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 
His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 

 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 2 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 8), if you haven’t already done 
so. Tape each figure to a block so that the figures can be moved around easily. 

• Read this story to the children, using the storytelling figures when indicated.  

SAY: (Set out Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and baby Moses.) Moses’ mommy loved him very 
much. She put him in a floating basket. Moses’ mommy placed the basket on the river. She was 
hiding baby Moses to keep him safe and to care for him. (Move baby Moses a foot from the other 
figures.) Moses floated down the river. Moses’ sister wanted to help keep him safe, so she followed 
the basket. (Move Moses’ sister closer to baby Moses. Set out Pharaoh’s daughter close to Moses, 
but on the side opposite Moses’ sister.) Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river for a bath. She saw 
the basket floating on the river. Pharaoh’s daughter opened the basket and found baby Moses. 
Moses’ mommy, Moses’ sister, and Pharaoh’s daughter all loved and cared for Moses as he grew.  

• Read the lines below to the children. Encourage them to pretend to rock a baby while you read.  
SAY: Rock, rock, rock. Mommy’s arms gently rock baby Moses.  
Rock, rock, rock. The little basket gently rocks baby Moses. 
Rock, rock, rock. Sister Miriam gently rocks baby Moses in his basket. 
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CREATE 
Family Collage 
Before class: Cut out magazine images of families, and gather glue sticks and construction paper.  

• Invite the children to choose images of families. While they are working, talk about families.  

• Help the children use glue sticks to glue the images to their papers. 

• Set the collages aside to dry. 

PLAY 
Put the Baby in the Basket 
Before class: Gather a baby doll and a basket. Set the basket on the far side of the room. 

• Choose one child to run the baby to the basket and place the baby inside the basket.  

• Remove the baby from the basket, and choose another child to run the baby to the basket. 

• Continue until everyone has had a chance to put the baby in the basket.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to care for us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 8 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 8 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 19-20).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 22) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together three times “Down by the River Nile” (below) to the tune of “Down by the 
Riverside,” or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 
His mother made him a basket boat 
down by the River Nile, 
down by the River Nile. 

 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Sing this song to the tune of “Where Is Thumbkin?” Invite the children to do the motions with 

you.  
SING: Where is Moses? (Put hand above your eyes, as if looking for someone.) 
Where is Moses? 
Floating by, (Move your fingers like rippling water.) 
floating by 
in a little basket, (Cup your hands like a basket.) 
in a little basket,  
safe inside, (Hug yourself.) 
safe inside.  
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CREATE 
River in a Bottle 
Before class: Gather a recycled water bottle for each child, blue food coloring, and cooking oil. Fill 
each bottle 1/3 full of water. 

• Help each child add three drops of blue food coloring to her or his water bottle.  

• Help each child fill the remainder of the bottle with cooking oil. 

• Screw the lids on tightly. 

• Encourage the children to move the bottle to make river waves. 

PLAY 
Play with a Doll House 
Before class: Gather a doll house and several doll house dolls. 

• Encourage the children to play with the doll house.  

• Invite them to pretend the dolls are a family.  

SAY: God gives us families to care for us, just like Moses’ family cared for him.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to care for us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 2 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 3) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 9 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 9 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SETUP: UNIT 3 
Before You Teach 

he young children in your class will be learning about Ruth and Naomi, two women who 
experience loss together and become a deeply loving family. We can learn an important 

lesson from this story: God intends for families to be safe places for children to be cared for 
and loved. The care and love we receive from our families, including the members of our 
family of faith, help us experience the care and love God gives to each of us.  

Set up the suggested activity centers to be used the whole month, or set up one each week. 
These centers will give children time to explore and wonder through play. In the safety of your 
nursery, create spaces of exploration and wondering for your class to encounter God. It may 
look like too much fun to be learning, but these activities will help your children practice the 
skills needed to recognize God in their midst as they continue to grow.  

 

Art Activity Center: Heart Art 
Before class: Copy the “Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 34) for each child. Gather crayons 
and scissors (for adult use).  

• Give each child a “Heart Reproducible.” Set crayons in the center for the children to share. 

• Invite the children to color their heart. 

• After the children have finished coloring, cut out the hearts. 

SAY: Ruth loved Naomi, and Naomi loved Ruth. 

ASK: Who do you love? 

  

Pretend Play Activity Center: Gleaning Barley 
Before class: Cut out the “Stalks of Barley” (Class Kit—p. 17), and scatter them on the floor in a 
small area of the room. 

• Invite the children to pretend to glean (gather) the barley.  

• Encourage the children to pick up the stalks of barley until all of the barley has been gleaned.  

SAY: When Naomi went back to her home, Ruth went with her. Ruth wanted to stay with Naomi 
and to care for her. One way that Ruth showed Naomi love was by gathering barley for her to eat. 

ASK: Who do you love?  

SAY: God made families to love one another. 
  

T 
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Sensory Activity Center: Playdough 
Before class: Gather red and/or pink playdough, playdough tools, and heart-shaped cookie cutters. 
Lay a plastic tablecloth down for easy cleanup. 

• Encourage the children to play with the playdough. 

• Invite the children to use heart-shaped cookie cutters or playdough tools to create hearts.  

• While the children create, talk about ways we can show love to one another. 

SAY: Ruth and Naomi became a family. They loved each other. God gives us families to show us 
love. 

 

Pretend Play Activity Center: Cooking Center 
Before class: Gather pretend food, pretend pots and pans, and kitchen toys.  

• Encourage the children to pretend to care for one another through the preparation of food. 

SAY: God made families to love one another. Ruth loved Naomi, and Naomi loved Ruth. Ruth 
showed love to Naomi by gathering barley for them to eat. Naomi showed love for Ruth by making 
the barley into bread. We can show love to each other by sharing things such as our food. 

ASK: What is your favorite food?  
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 30-31).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together two times “Ruth and Naomi” (below) to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” (“Frère 
Jacques”), or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: “I will go with you. I will go with you,” 
Ruth told Naomi, Ruth told Naomi.  
“I will go to Bethlehem. I will go to Bethlehem,  
to your home, to your home.” 
 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children. 

SAY: Naomi was sad. Her husband and her sons had died. Naomi decided to move far away. She 
wanted to go home to Bethlehem. Naomi said goodbye to Ruth. But Ruth said, “I will go with you. I 
will love you and take care of you. You will not be alone.” Ruth helped Naomi move to her new 
home in Bethlehem. Then Ruth went to get some barley to eat. Boaz said, “You may get your barley 
from my field. I have heard that you have shown love to Naomi. May God bless you for showing 
love.” Ruth got a lot of barley from Boaz’s field. Ruth took the barley to Naomi. Naomi was happy. 
Ruth was happy that Boaz was kind. Boaz and Ruth got married. They had a baby named Obed. 
Boaz and Ruth loved Obed, and Naomi loved Obed.  

SAY: God made families to love one another.  
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CREATE 
Heart Painting  
Before class: Copy the “Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 34) onto cardstock for each child. 
Cut out the hearts, and tape each one to a large piece of cardstock. Pour several colors of paint 
onto paper plates, one color per plate. Gather cotton balls and smocks or large T-shirts. 

• Put a smock or large T-shirt on each child, and give each of them a few cotton balls and a large 
piece of cardstock with a heart taped to it. Put the paint where the children can reach it. 

• Invite the children to dip one cotton ball into one color of paint and then to stamp the cotton ball 
all over the cardstock. Encourage them to use a different cotton ball with each color of paint. 

• Set the paintings aside to dry. Once dry, remove the taped heart. 

PLAY 
Follow Naomi  
• Invite the children to follow you around the room, just like Ruth followed Naomi to Bethlehem. If 

you have some older children in your class, add special ways to move (such as hopping).  

• Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to love us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 10 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 10 of the Bible Story Picture Cards.  
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Heart Reproducible  
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 30-31).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together two times “Ruth and Naomi” (below) to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” (“Frère 
Jacques”), or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: “I will go with you. I will go with you,” 
Ruth told Naomi, Ruth told Naomi.  
“I will go to Bethlehem. I will go to Bethlehem,  
to your home, to your home.” 
 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 3 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 16). Tape each figure to a block 
so that the figures can be moved around easily. Use more than one block for the grain field. 

• Read this story to the children, and use the storytelling figures when indicated.  

SAY: (Set out Naomi.) Naomi was sad. Her husband and her sons had died. Naomi decided to move 
far away. She wanted to go home to Bethlehem. (Set Ruth beside Naomi.) Naomi said goodbye to 
Ruth. But Ruth said, “I will go with you. I will love you and take care of you. You will not be alone.” 
(Set out the grain field. Move Ruth and Naomi near the field, but not right up by it.) Ruth helped 
Naomi move to her new home in Bethlehem. Then Ruth went to get some barley to eat. (Set out 
Boaz by the grain field. Move Ruth to Boaz.) Boaz said, “You may get your barley from my field. I 
have heard that you have shown love to Naomi. May God bless you for showing love.” Ruth got a 
lot of barley from Boaz’s field. (Move Ruth to Naomi.) Ruth took the barley to Naomi. Naomi was 
happy. Ruth was happy that Boaz was kind. (Move Boaz to Ruth and Naomi.) Boaz and Ruth got 
married. (Set Obed with Ruth.) They had a baby named Obed. Boaz and Ruth loved Obed, and 
Naomi loved Obed.  

SAY: God made families to love one another.  
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CREATE 
Barley Field  
Before class: Gather yellow and brown construction paper, glue sticks, and scissors (for adult use). 
Cut the yellow construction paper into strips that are 1 inch wide and 9 inches long.  

• Give each child a sheet of brown construction paper. 

• Invite the children to glue yellow strips (stalks of barley) to their brown paper (field).  

• Set the barley fields aside to dry.  

PLAY 
Find the Hidden Heart 
Before class: Copy one “Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 34), and cut it out.  

• Invite the children to close their eyes while you hide the heart where your class can find it easily.  

• Once the heart is hidden, encourage the children to find it. 

• Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles out. 

SAY: God made families to love one another.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to love us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 11 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 11 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 30-31).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together two times “Ruth and Naomi” (below) to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” (“Frère 
Jacques”), or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: “I will go with you. I will go with you,” 
Ruth told Naomi, Ruth told Naomi.  
“I will go to Bethlehem. I will go to Bethlehem,  
to your home, to your home.” 
 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
• Read this story to the children. Invite them to do the movements with you.  

SAY: Naomi was sad. Her husband and her sons had died. (Rub your eyes, like you’re crying.) Naomi 
decided to move far away. She wanted to go home to Bethlehem. Naomi said goodbye to Ruth. 
(Wave goodbye.) But Ruth said, “I will go with you. I will love you and take care of you. You will not 
be alone.” (Extend your index finger and move it back and forth, as if you are saying no.) Ruth 
helped Naomi move to her new home in Bethlehem. Then Ruth went to get some barley to eat. 
(Walk in place.) Boaz said, “You may get your barley from my field. I have heard that you have 
shown love to Naomi. May God bless you for showing love.” Ruth got a lot of barley from Boaz’s 
field. (Pretend to gather barley from a field.) Ruth took the barley to Naomi. (Walk in place.) Naomi 
was happy. (Smile.) Ruth was happy that Boaz was kind. (Give yourself a hug.) Boaz and Ruth got 
married. They had a baby named Obed. Boaz and Ruth loved Obed, and Naomi loved Obed. 
(Pretend to rock a baby.) 

SAY: God made families to love one another.  
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CREATE 
Heart Stamps  
Before class: Copy the “Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 34) for each child. Gather washable 
ink stamp pads, heart-shaped ink stamps, wet wipes, and smocks or large T-shirts. 

• Put a smock or large T-shirt on each child. 

• Give each child a copy of the heart. 

• Invite the children to stamp their heart full of hearts.  

• Clean each child’s hands, if needed.  

PLAY 
Different Kinds of Travel 
SAY: Ruth and Naomi walked together all the way to their new home in Bethlehem. There are other 
ways we can travel. We can fly, take a train, drive, or sail on a boat. Let’s pretend to travel. 

• Invite the children to pretend to fly. Then encourage them to pretend they are riding on a train.  

• Encourage the children to pretend to drive a car. Then invite them to sail a boat. 

• Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles out. 

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to love us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 12 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 12 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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SING & MOVE 
Greeting 
Before class: Display at eye level the “Attendance Chart” (Class Kit—pp. 12-13). 

• Play your favorite children’s music as you welcome each child.  

• Help each child put a check mark or a sticker on the Attendance Chart. 

• Invite the children to play in this month’s centers (see Leader Guide—pp. 30-31).  

 

Transition to Explore 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Song Poster” (Class Kit—p. 23) where you can see it easily. 

• Invite the children to sit in a circle with you.  

• Sing together two times “Ruth and Naomi” (below) to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” (“Frère 
Jacques”), or sing it using the song poster. 

SING: “I will go with you. I will go with you,” 
Ruth told Naomi, Ruth told Naomi.  
“I will go to Bethlehem. I will go to Bethlehem,  
to your home, to your home.” 
 

EXPLORE 
Hear the Bible Story 
Before class: Cut out the “Unit 3 Storytelling Figures” (Class Kit—p. 16), if you haven’t already done 
so. Tape each figure to a block so that the figures can be moved around easily. Use more than one 
block for the grain field. 

• Read this story to the children, and use the storytelling figures when indicated.  

SAY: (Set out Naomi.) Naomi was sad. Her husband and her sons had died. Naomi decided to move 
far away. She wanted to go home to Bethlehem. (Set Ruth beside Naomi.) Naomi said goodbye to 
Ruth. But Ruth said, “I will go with you. I will love you and take care of you. You will not be alone.” 
(Set out the grain field. Move Ruth and Naomi near the field, but not right up by it.) Ruth helped 
Naomi move to her new home in Bethlehem. Then Ruth went to get some barley to eat. (Set out 
Boaz by the grain field. Move Ruth to Boaz.) Boaz said, “You may get your barley from my field. I 
have heard that you have shown love to Naomi. May God bless you for showing love.” Ruth got a 
lot of barley from Boaz’s field. (Move Ruth to Naomi.) Ruth took the barley to Naomi. Naomi was 
happy. Ruth was happy that Boaz was kind. (Move Boaz to Ruth and Naomi.) Boaz and Ruth got 
married. (Set Obed with Ruth.) They had a baby named Obed. Boaz and Ruth loved Obed, and 
Naomi loved Obed.  

SAY: God made families to love one another.  
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CREATE 
Painting Hearts Red 
Before class: Copy and cut out a “Heart Reproducible” (Leader Guide—p. 34) for each child. Gather 
a gallon-sized, plastic, zippered bag for each child. Add a few squirts of red paint to each plastic 
bag. Add a heart to each bag, and zip the bags closed.  

• Lay a bag down flat in front of each child. You may even tape the bag to the table. 

• Invite the children to paint their heart by moving the red paint in their bag so that it goes onto 
the heart.  

• Once each child has finished, remove the hearts and set them aside to dry.  

PLAY 
Follow Naomi 
• Invite the children to mirror your movements.  

• Continue playing until everyone has gotten the wiggles out. 

SAY: Ruth followed Naomi to their new home. God made families to love one another.  

BLESS 
Blessings 
Before class: Gather a lip balm stick. 

• Gather the children in a circle.  

• Invite each child, one at a time, to hold out a hand. Use the lip balm to draw a cross on the child’s 
hand.  

SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving us families to love us. Amen. 

 

At Home with God 
Before class: Display the “Unit 3 Bible Verse and Prayer Poster” (Class Kit—p. 2) where you can see 
it easily. Remove the Session 13 Bible Story Picture Card for each child. 

• Show the children the Bible verse poster. 

• Read the verse to the children.  

• Invite the children to repeat the verse, one word at a time. 

• Send home with each child Session 13 of the Bible Story Picture Cards. 
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Fall 2019
Sessions 1–5: 
God Made the World
Bible Story: Genesis 1:1–2:4

Sessions 6–9: 
The Baby in the Basket
Bible Story: Exodus 2:1-10

Sessions 10–13:
Ruth and Naomi
Bible Story: Ruth 1–4

Winter 2019–20
Sessions 1–5: 
Jesus Is Born & Joyous News
Bible Story: Luke 2:1-20

Sessions 6–9: 
Follow the Star
Bible Story: Matthew 2:1-12

Sessions 10–13: 
Jesus Is Baptized
Bible Story: Luke 3:21-22

Spring 2020
Sessions 1–5: 
Jesus and the Children
Bible Story: Matthew 19:13-15

Sessions 6–9: 
People Welcome Jesus & Jesus Lives!
Bible Story: Mark 11:1-10; John 20:1, 11-18

Sessions 10–14:
Pentecost
Bible Story: Acts 2:1-41

Summer 2020
Sessions 1–4: 
Believers Share
Bible Story: Acts 4:32-37

Sessions 5–8:
The Lord’s Prayer
Bible Story: Matthew 6:9-15

Sessions 9–13: 
The Forgiving Father
Bible Story: Luke 15:11-32
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Call a Resource Consultant

This beautiful Christmas book tells the story of Jesus’ birth 

found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Its colorful 

illustrations and simple words are perfect for ages 4–7. 

Includes puzzles, stickers, and a letter to parents. 

Makes a wonderful gift that children will love! 

A perfect gift for the children in your congregation!

$199
Sold in convenient, 
affordable packages of 10.

each
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Deep Blue Nursery
Deep Blue Nursery helps you create a loving learning space in your church’s 
nursery for children 6 weeks to 35 months! With easy-to-follow activities, 
bright posters, great music, and beautiful prayers, Deep Blue Nursery will teach 
your li� lest believers all about God’s love. You will have all you need to off er a 
memorable church experience for children and their families.
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