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Welcome to the Adventure Kids Teaching Guide!
Adventure Kids Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach kindergarten and first grade. This 
teaching guide will help you connect with the students in your class and challenge them to learn and 
apply the truths of God’s Word. Adventure Kids is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study cur-
riculum for all ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary 
spiritual leaders for their children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 curriculum provides a six-year study of the 
story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme.

The More You Know . . .This section on the front page of every lesson provides helpful information 
with regard to the rationale for teaching that unit’s lessons, or interesting background information 
about the Scripture text being taught.

Timeline—Many lessons will include a graphic that helps you understand the period of history (both 
biblical and secular) in which the lesson is set. This is a good reminder that the Bible is not a book 
of “stories” or fables, but rather an accurate historical record.

D6 Doorposts—Each lesson will address key principles that frame a biblical worldview. We will 
identify how the passage being studied supports a biblical worldview so teachers will be able to 
reinforce these foundational concepts in age-appropriate ways.

D6 Digital—For the first time, D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Now you can study from 
your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to d6curriculum.com or call 800.877.7030 for more informa-
tion.

Adventure Kids Teaching Guide is built around the CLEAR Learning System, which uses five important 
steps to help students participate in every lesson. These five steps are:

Connect—These opening activities help capture the learners’ attention to help them transition to 
class time and be ready to learn how the lesson relates to their lives. Two options are provided so 
teachers can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Learn—What does the Bible say? The Learn section answers this question by digging into the bib-
lical text and explaining it in ways students can understand.

Explore—The Explore section of each lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of 
biblical truths presented in the lesson. It provides a helpful perspective for understanding God’s 
Word.

Apply—The Apply section provides interaction that encourages students to do more than learn 
facts and details. It provides emphasis on the application of God’s Word in personal ways.

Respond—The final section in each lesson encourages students to consider specific responses 
they can make to the lessons learned. Students are challenged to respond from their hearts and 
take practical action.
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Application Verse: D6 curriculum has always emphasized a memory verse for elementary 
students. However, there is a more intentional focus for students to apply the verse to their 
lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Lesson Objectives: It’s hard to know if you’ve hit the target when you’re not sure what you’re 
aiming at. That’s why ever lesson now includes three objectives that identify the lesson’s 
threefold target.

Know— The biblical knowledge you want your students to learn.
Think—A biblical worldview you hope your students will adopt.
Do—The practical understanding of how to apply biblical truths to daily life.

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home 
Connection is a FREE download that gives parents a simple way 
to practice faith at home by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each mem-
ber of the family is learning in small group, Life group, or Sunday School each week. Try it this week 
by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.

Preparation Checklist: This lists the items needed for the different parts of the les-
son whether it is a Teaching Essential or items needed for activities.

D6 Doorpost: It is important to instill a biblical worldview to students of all ages. 
The D6 doorposts give an explanation of how the lesson supports a biblical world-
view and helps emphasize the relevance of the principle for the world today.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when 
preparing and teaching the lesson.

The More You Know . . . This provides the teacher with background information 
on a section of Scripture, rationale for teaching this topic to students, or even sug-
gestions for creative additions to the lessons. Sometimes the more you know, the 
better you can prepare.

Large Group/Small Group: If you use a Large group/Small group format, D6 cur-
riculum easily accommodates your needs.  Look for these icons throughout the 
lessons to see an example of how it can be accomplished.
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Teaching Essentials
Adventure Kids Teaching Essentials provides 
the resources needed to most effectively teach 
kindergarten and first grade. Each kit includes 
one Adventure Kids Teaching Guide, teach-
ing pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, 
application verse posters, an attendance post-
er, and reproducible take-home pieces, Field 
Notes.

Adventure Kids Field Notes—These are a week-
ly link between class and home. These repro-
ducible sheets are designed to reinforce weekly 
lessons and themes through the use of age-
appropriate activities that are used in the class 
and home. One side offers a worksheet activity 
related to the lesson to be used in the class-
room. The other side provides ideas to do at 
home to reinforce the lesson.

OT = Old Testament 
NT = New Testament 
ST = Special Topic

Adventure Kids Components

Adventure 
Kids Teaching 
Guide

Application 
Verse Poster

Teaching Pictures

Reproducibles

Includes a weekly activity for 
families to do together.

This side is 
completed in class.

Field Notes

Field Notes
Field Notes are reproducible work-
sheets provided in the Teaching 
Essentials to be used in class and 
at home.

This side is to be used at home.

Response—students will identify one 
thing he or she can do in response to the 
week’s lesson.

Observations—students will 
share with their parents one 
thing he or she learned from 
the lesson.
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Adventure Guide
Adventure Guide is the devo-
tional study guide for students 
in kindergarten and first grade. 
It is a tool designed to help the 
student establish the habit of 
spending daily time with God 
in His Word. This magazine 
features 13 weeks of daily Bible 

studies, which help reinforce the themes of the lessons they 
learn each Sunday. It also includes puzzles, age-appropriate 
jokes, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ fol-
lowers.

Devotional study guides are available for everyone in your family. 
To order visit D6family.com.

Welcome to the Fall Quarter!

Unit 1—New Testament (Jesus Is Enough)

This study from the books of Colossians and Philemon focuses on the truth that Jesus is enough and 
all that is offered by identifying with and submitting to Him. Students will learn Jesus rules, He gives 
life, He changes us, He rewards, and He forgives. Students will also discover the benefits of having a 
relationship with Christ.

Unit 2—Old Testament (A Heart Like God’s)

The study of Jonah is much more than a fish tale. This unit focuses on God’s relentless pursuit to save 
people. Students will discern the effort God makes to show His grace to those who are disobedient and 
His eagerness to forgive those who repent. Students can also examine how God desires to bring people 
of all nations to Himself.

Unit 3—Special Topic (Everyday Disciple)

Our Special Topic unit this quarter focuses on everyday discipleship. Through this study, students will 
learn to love God all the time. They will learn the importance of learning and loving His words, and 
applying them to their lives. Students will be encouraged to show their love for God at home. They will 
also be challenged to model God’s love to everyone through their words and actions.
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Talking With Children About Spiritual Matters
One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and guide them in their 
spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role when it comes to influencing a child’s path to 
salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility to support and encourage this process. 

Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s ministry leaders should be 
prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your 
team to be trained about leading them to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invita-
tion for salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation, help understanding 
how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.

There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and principles with regard to leading 
a child to Christ.

Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness of the child. 

• Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of the room, etc.).  Don’t make the 
assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation. Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet 
that is sick. Be careful not to ask leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow 
the child to word his reason for responding.

• If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed with the next steps. If 
you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. 
Walking a child through that decision before she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security 
in salvation.

Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:

1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin. 

• What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks our relationship with God.
• Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to show that all have sinned 

(Romans 3:23).
• Do you know what punishment is? Allow the child to respond. The Bible teaches us the punishment for sin means that 

at some point everyone will die and be separated from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).

2.  God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way to fix our relationship with God. 

• God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for our sins (Romans 5:8).
• God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him forever (Romans 6:23b).
• God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!

3.  You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?

• Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans 10:9, John 3:16).
• Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants to receive the gift of salva-

tion. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell God what she is feeling and wants to do. 

Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to Jesus” can be confusing 
to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words. 

4.  The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with the Lord. He is ready to help His children 
grow and learn every day. Use these five-word promises from Gods Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage 
them to use the fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.

•  God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9). 
 Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin again. Some kids think they need 

to become a Christian all over again every time they sin. 
• God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
 Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even when they cannot physically 

see Him.
• The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
 It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel alone. 
• I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
 Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and they can talk to Him about 

anything.
• The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
 Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually God’s Word to us and very 

useful for learning to follow Him every day.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:
Today’s lesson on the Lordship of Christ provides the perfect oppor-
tunity to answer what might be the most important question anyone 
ever asks. Who is Jesus? The more we learn the truth of who Jesus 
is, the more we will desire to worship and love Him.

A closer look at Mark’s account of Jesus calming the storm provides 
us with insight into the character of Jesus. Jesus and His disciples 
were sailing away from the crowds in order to give Jesus a much 
needed break. Jesus’ need for rest proves His humanity, and His hu-
manity qualifies Him to be our compassionate intercessor (Hebrews 
2:17).

The deity of Jesus is also revealed in today’s lesson. Only God can 
make the winds and water obey. With a simple command from Christ, 
the storm ended and the sea became calm (Mark 4:39). The apostles 
were amazed at the power of Jesus (Luke 8:25).

Scripture reminds us to expect troubles in life (John 16:33), but the 
Lord promised to never leave us alone in the midst of our troubles 
(Deuteronomy 31:8). Faith in Christ is never misplaced; therefore, we 
must always trust in Him. If He can calm the storms of the sea with 
His voice, He can calm the storms of life as well.

New Testament
Lesson 1
September 1, 2019

Jesus Rules
TEXT: Colossians 1:9-23; Mark 4:35-41

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  Jesus is the image of God, creator, before time, the head 

of the church, and the winner over sin and death.
 Think:  We serve Jesus, the ruler and Lord over the universe.
 Do:   Choose a different characteristic of Jesus to praise Him 

for each day this week.

APPLICATION VERSE: Colossians 1:16b-17

THEME: Lordship of Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Paper lunch bags
q		Small objects to fit inside each 

paper lunch bag

Option 2

q	TE 1-3
q	Cardstock
q	Scissors
q	Crayons
q	Plastic sandwich bag
q	Permanent marker

LEARN
q	TE 1-4
q	Field Notes NT-1
q	Whiteboard and marker
q	Bibles
q	Colored pencils

EXPLORE
q	TE 1-5
q		Small paper plates
q		Crayons
q		Jumbo craft sticks
q		Scissors
q		Glue

APPLY
q		TE 1-21
q		TE 1-22

RESPOND
q		TE 1-1
q		TE 1-2a
q		TE 1-4
q		Field Notes NT-1

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Colossians 1:15-17

Day 2—Colossians 1:18-20

Day 3—Mark 4:35-36

Day 4—Mark 4:37-38

Day 5—Mark 4:39-41

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Paper lunch bags
 Small objects to fit inside each paper lunch bag

To make the bags, select various items from your home that will 
fit inside a bag and are somewhat hard to guess. Some suggested 
items to put inside each bag are: toothbrush, scrubbing brush, 
spoon, plastic cookie cutter, plastic sandwich bag, clothespin (or chip 
bag clip), pencil, sock, plastic animal or toy figure. Close the bags to 
ensure the item does not fall out, but not so secure that it becomes 
difficult for the student to open without tearing the bag (seal with 
clothespin, paperclip, etc.)

Choose whether to distribute the bags one at a time or all at once, 
but either way instruct the students to carefully open their bag, and 
place one hand inside to touch the item to guess it (but not out loud). 
Tell the students they must keep the item hidden in the bag. Next, 
call the students up, one at a time, and have the other students ask 
the student questions to try to guess the item. Only questions that 
can be answered with a yes or a no are allowed. The students may 
ask questions such as, “Do you use it in the bathroom?” or “Does 
everyone own one of these?” or “Is it made of plastic?” or “Could I 
play with this?” or “Would I use this at school?” etc. Limit questions 
to ten, and then have the student reveal the item’s identity.

How were you able to guess the item in the bag? Encourage 
response. Even though you couldn’t see inside the bag, the person 
holding it gave you some helpful clues. The more you knew about 
the item, the easier it was to guess. Today we’re going to begin a 
study about who Jesus is. Many people have guesses, but the Bible 
tells us exactly who He is. The great missionary, Paul wrote a let-
ter to the people in Colossae to help them know who Jesus is. The 
more we learn about Jesus, the more we will love and worship Him.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 1-3
 Cardstock
 Scissors
 Crayons
 Plastic sandwich bag
 Permanent marker

Before class, copy TE 1-3a on cardstock so each student will have 
one. Distribute TE 1-3a, crayons, scissors, and a plastic sandwich 
bag to the students. Allow them to color and cut out the shapes and 
use the tangram puzzle pieces to create animal or nature shapes. TE 
1-3b provides examples if the students are having a difficult time. 
Allow the students to show you the different things they make—
snap a picture, if you like. After a few minutes of creating, have the 
students put the pieces in the sandwich bag so they can take them 
home. Have the students write their names on their bags with the 
permanent marker.

Notes

TE 1-3a

Take Note:
The number of bags and objects depends on 
the number of students in your classroom. 
Estimate that number, but consider making 
extras in case there are visitors.

Take Note:
If you have a large class, consider making a 
few bags, and choosing that number of stu-
dents to look inside the bag. Allow the other 
students to be the guessers for the activity.

TE 1-3b

Go to www.D6teacher.com to see color pic-
tures of the tangram puzzles.
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It is fun to create things with our shapes. Today we’re going to talk 
about the One who created the world: Jesus. What is your favor-
ite animal that He made? Encourage response. We’re going to be 
learning more things about Jesus all month from the Bible book of 
Colossians. Jesus created the world and everything in it. He rules 
over it and holds it all together. The more we learn about Jesus, the 
more we will love and trust Him to take care of us.

Items Needed: TE 1-4
 Field Notes NT-1
 Whiteboard and marker
 Bibles
 Colored pencils

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 1-4. Also, copy Field 
Notes NT-1 so each student will have one. Display the pictures from 
TE 1-4 to guide you in discussing a truth about Jesus. Help students 
find Colossians 1 in their Bibles. Write the name Jesus on the white-
board. Who is Jesus? This may be the most important question 
anyone ever asks you. Some say He is one of many gods, an angel, 
a good teacher, or a prophet. We must read the Bible to learn who 
Jesus really is, because the Bible gives us truth. After Jesus died, 
was buried, and rose again, many lies were being spread about who 
Jesus was. The great missionary Paul wrote a letter to the church 
at Colossae while he was in prison. Let’s say Colossae together. 
Encourage response. Paul wrote to the people of Colossae because 
he wanted them to know the truth about Jesus. We can learn from 
Paul’s letter who Jesus is. Let’s look in Colossians 1 to find five 
truths about Jesus’ identity. Distribute Field Notes NT-1 and crayons 
to the students. Have them follow along as you discuss each truth 
about Jesus.

Display TE 1-4a and read Colossians 1:15. Just as a photograph 
shows images of real people or a real place, Jesus is a picture of 
God. God is invisible (1 Timothy 1:17). Jesus is the visible image of 
the invisible God. Jesus took on a human body and showed us what 
God is like. When we read about Jesus in God’s Word, we learn what 
God is like. Jesus is loving, kind, gentle, strong, wise, powerful, holy, 
good, and all the other things God is.

Display TE 1-4b and read Colossians 1:16-17. What could this pic-
ture of the world tell us about Jesus? Encourage response. He is 
the Creator of the world. Jesus rules over everything in Heaven 
and earth—visible and invisible. Did you know there are more than 
100 billion galaxies in our universe, each with a possible 100 billion 
stars? That means there could be more than ten billion trillion stars. 
What an amazing world He created! Not only did He create it, but 
He also holds it all together.

Display TE 1-4c and read Colossians 1:17. What do you think a 
clock tells us about Jesus? Encourage response. Before clocks and 
watches, there was Jesus. Jesus existed before time—before the 
world was ever created (Colossians 1:17). This is a hard thing to 
understand, and there are some things that we can never under-

TE 1-4

Field Notes NT-1

Jesus Christ is the Sovereign 
Lord of all.

Take Note:
A tangram puzzle consists of seven geomet-
ric pieces called tans, which are used to cre-
ate different patterns.
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stand. That is when our faith in God matters the most. If we could 
understand everything about God, then we would be like God—and 
we are not.

Display TE 1-4d and read Colossians 1:18. Jesus rules over the 
church. He is the head, and we, as believers, are the body (1 
Corinthians 12:12-25). We are all joined together as a part of God’s 
church, and Christ is our leader. We answer to Him, depend on Him, 
and should follow Him wherever He leads us. Jesus came down 
to earth in complete humility, but now He is raised to the highest 
place. He is the only one worthy to be worshiped.

Display TE 1-4e and read Colossians 1:20-22. The cross reminds us 
Jesus rules over sin and death. Sin separates us from God, but when 
Jesus died on the cross, He made the way for God and humans to be 
together. Jesus came to life again, defeating death. Because Jesus 
rose again, we win over death too. We can live forever, not here on 
this earth, but with Him in Heaven.

There is no one like Jesus Christ! He is Lord and rules over all. If time 
allows, have the students color the picture of Jesus on their Field 
Notes. Encourage the students to display their Field Notes some-
where they will see it often to remind them of the truths about Jesus 
they just learned.

Items Needed: TE 1-5
 Small paper plates (two plates/student)
 Crayons
 Jumbo craft sticks (one stick/student)
 Scissors
 Glue

Before class, copy TE 1-5a and TE 1-5b so each student will have one 
of each. Listen to this true story about Jesus and His disciples that 
shows how Jesus is the ruler over nature. Jesus had been teaching 
the people all day, but now it was evening. He said to His disciples, 
“Let’s cross over to the other side.” They left the crowds of people 
and climbed into a boat. The sea was calm, and the waves gently 
lapped against the shore.

As the disciples rowed across the lake, the wind began to blow. The 
waves began to beat against the boat. Jesus, tired from the day of 
teaching, was asleep in the back of the boat. Do you think the waves 
rocked Him to sleep? Encourage response. It wasn’t long before the 
winds grew even stronger. Lightning crashed. Thunder sounded. 
The waves crashed against the boat, splashing water over the edge. 
The waves splashed so high that water began filling the boat. The 
disciples were doing all they could, trying to keep the boat from 
sinking, but the storm grew stronger. The storm was so terrible that 
even these fishermen, who were used to storms on the water, were 
afraid they might die. They woke Jesus up and said, “Teacher, don’t 
You care that we are going to drown?” Jesus got up, rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!”

Notes

Take Note:
Color picture of the crafts can be seen at 
www.D6teacher.com

TE 1-5a TE 1-5b
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The stormy wind stopped, and the water was calm. Jesus asked, 
“Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” Why 
were the disciples so worried? Didn’t they know Jesus has power 
over all things? He created the world and is in control of it. Even the 
wind obeys His commands.

The disciples were amazed at what Jesus had done. They said to 
each other, “Who can this be? Even the wind and sea obey Him!” 
No man could calm a storm just by speaking to it. Jesus was more 
than a man. He is the Son of God, and He rules over all. Let’s make 
a craft so we can share this story with our friends.

Distribute TE 1-5a and TE 1-5b, two paper plates, crayons, scissors, a 
craft stick, and glue to the students. Allow them to color and cut out 
the two pictures from TE 1-5. Instruct the students to add raindrops 
and lightning bolts to the picture on TE 1-5a. Have them glue one 
picture to the center of each paper plate. Glue the paper plates to 
each side of the craft stick and set aside to dry.

Items Needed: TE 1-21—TE 1-22

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-22. Display TE 1-21 and 
introduce the application verse for this unit to the students by hav-
ing them read it together. What does this verse tell us about Jesus? 
Encourage response. Jesus created everything and rules over it. He 
has power over creation. How did He show His power in today’s 
Bible story? Encourage response. How can knowing Jesus rules over 
the world help us? Encourage response. Jesus created the world 
and everything in it. He is powerful—how else could He make such 
an amazing world? Jesus rules over all creation. Let’s say the verse 
together a couple of times. Divide the students into five groups. Give 
each group a strip from TE 1-22 and have them practice what it says. 
Line up the groups in the correct order of the verse, and have the 
different groups say the words on their strip to help them learn it. 
Redistribute the strips, move the groups in the correct order of the 
verse, and repeat the activity. Continue as time allows.

Items Needed: TE 1-1
 TE 1-2a
 TE 1-4
 Field Notes NT-1

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 1-2. Each one will be added 
throughout the month to the unit poster (TE 1-1). Display TE 1-1 and 
add TE 1-2a to it. Today we learned Jesus Rules. He is the ruler over 
the universe and is Lord over all. What does it mean to be Lord over 
something? Encourage response. A lord is someone who has power 
and authority. Today we learned five truths about Jesus. Refer to 

TE 1-2a

TE 1-1

TE 1-21

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces



TE 1-4. Jesus shows us what God is like, He created the world, He 
existed before anything, He is the head of the church, and He rules 
over sin and death. Jesus is Lord over all, including nature. The Bible 
gives us an example of how all of creation is under Jesus’ rule. He 
had the power and authority to command the wind and waves to 
calm down.

When we see all that Jesus is and has done, what should we do? 
Encourage response. How should we respond to the truth about 
Jesus? Encourage response.

Jesus deserves our worship. There is no one as wise, powerful, 
good, and loving as He is. Jesus is worthy of our love and service. 
He should have first place in our lives. Have the students refer to the 
Next Step section of their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to choose 
a different characteristic of Jesus to praise Him for each day this 
week. Close with a prayer of praise to Jesus.

12

TE 1-4

Field Notes NT-1

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection is a 
FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at home 
by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, LIFE group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Jesus is the Son of God, our good teacher, a victor over sin and 
death, and our Creator. Jesus not only created the world, but 
He also rules over it. We are made new through Jesus, because 
He is the Giver of life.

We can never be right with God by only keeping His laws. 
God’s rules are meant to show us our sin, but they cannot save 
us from our sin. We need Jesus. We cannot rid ourselves of the 
sin that separates us from God. Jesus made the way for us to 
have an abundant life and a relationship with God.

Matthew 12 provides two different incidents when the Phari-
sees were trying to discredit Jesus and catch Him violating the 
Law. However, Jesus revealed His power and His unsurpassed 
knowledge of Scripture. By healing the man with the withered 
hand, Jesus demonstrated full restoration of life.

Fullness of life is available for us as well. Accepting Christ’s 
sacrifice through His death on the cross means we are no lon-
ger dead in our sin. We are alive in Christ.

New Testament
Lesson 2
September 8, 2019

Jesus Gives Life
TEXT: Colossians 2:6-23; Matthew 12:1-14

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: We were dead in our sins; only Jesus gives us life.
 Think:  We can never be right with God by keeping His laws.
 Do:   Use God’s Word to remind you of the truths about placing 

your faith in Jesus.

APPLICATION VERSE: Colossians 1:16b-17

THEME: Alive in Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Seven pieces of paper

q		Marker

LEARN
q		TE 1-6

EXPLORE
q		TE 1-7

q		TE 1-8

q		TE 1-9

APPLY
q		TE 1-21

q		Trashcan

q		Beanbag

q		Treats for prizes

RESPOND
q		TE 1-1

q		TE 1-2b

q		Field Notes NT-2

q	Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Colossians 2:6-10

Day 2—Colossians 2:13-15, 20

Day 3—Matthew 12:1-2

Day 4—Matthew 12:3-8

Day 5—Matthew 12:9-14

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Seven pieces of paper
 Marker

Before class, write God on one of the pieces of paper and people on 
another. Place the two pieces of paper so far apart that it is impos-
sible to jump between the two, but close enough to jump with five 
pieces of paper between them. Then let each student who wants to 
try stand on the piece of paper with the word people, and jump to the 
other one. After each volunteer has tried, distribute the five pieces 
of paper and instruct that a J be written on the first sheet, E on the 
second sheet, S on the third sheet, U on the fourth sheet and S on 
the fifth sheet. (The students may or may not catch on that this spells 
Jesus.) Have the students with the sheets of paper arrange them in 
the order to form a bridge and have all the students walk across, 
stepping on the sheets of paper. The pieces of paper do not have to 
touch each other, just be spaced far enough that the students can 
hop from one to another.

Did you notice what the paper that reached from the people side to 
God spelled? What does J-E-S-U-S spell? Encourage response. Jesus 
made it so we could be close to God. Sin separates us from God, but 
Jesus is like our bridge to help reunite us back with God through His 
payment on the cross. Today we’ll learn how Jesus made the way 
for us to have spiritual life and be close to God.

Option 2

Have you ever wished that you were really, really good and never 
did anything wrong? Me, too! I wish I could keep God’s rules all the 
time, but unfortunately I don’t, I sin. Do any of you remember what 
sin is? Encourage response. Sin is anything we think, say, or do that 
goes against God’s way. Have the students repeat that definition with 
you and include motions for “think,” point to your head. For “say,” 
point to your mouth. For “do,” extend your arms and hands in front 
of you. For “goes against,” form a large X with your crossed arms. 
For “God’s way,” cup your hands to form a Bible (as a reminder of 
where God’s way is found.)

Have students form a line at one end of the room. I am going to read 
some statements and I want you to honestly follow the directions. 
You may notice that your students aren’t too eager to admit they are 
sinners, so line up with the students and take a step back each time 
you name a sin. 

• If you’ve said kind words to someone who was sad, take a step 
forward. 

• If you’ve ever told a lie, take a step back. 
• If you’ve ever stood up for someone, take a step forward. 

Notes
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• If you’ve ever followed God’s way instead of your way, take a step 
forward. 

• If you’ve ever disobeyed a parent, take a step back. 
• If you’ve ever obeyed your parent, take a step forward.
• If you’ve ever been nice to someone, take a step forward.

Our sin separates us from God. So if you took a step back for any 
reason at all, go back to the beginning. God wants to be close to 
us. Can we be close to God by being really, really good? Encourage 
response. No, any sin separates us from God, and we all sin and do 
wrong things. Today we’ll learn how Jesus made a way for us to go 
to Heaven.

Items Needed: TE 1-6

Paul wrote a letter to the Colossians to encourage the believers to 
continue their walk with Jesus. Just like a tree’s deep roots help it 
stand strong, our faith is made strong through reading God’s Word. 
The Bible helps us grow in our relationship with God.

Paul reminded the Colossians how to be right with God. Some were 
teaching that obeying the law was most important, but obeying the 
law could not make them right with God. God’s rules show us our 
sin, but they cannot save us from our sin. Let’s look at a timeline to 
learn some important truths to help us remember to strengthen our 
spiritual lives through Jesus.

Display TE 1-6. Point to the picture of the world in a heart. God cre-
ated and loves the world. Point to the picture of Adam and Eve. 
But man chose to sin. Do any of you know what sin is? Encourage 
response. Sin is when we choose to go against God’s way. Point to 
the picture of the dark heart. The Bible tells us we all have sinned 
(Romans 3:23). Point to the picture of baby Jesus. God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to earth to save us from our sin. Point to the picture of Jesus 
on the cross and the empty tomb. Jesus died on the cross for our 
sin, but He didn’t stay dead. Point to the picture of the gift. We can 
receive forgiveness by accepting the free gift of salvation. Point to 
the picture of the white heart. When we choose to follow Jesus, He 
makes our hearts clean. Point to the picture of Heaven. God is pre-
paring a place for us in His home in Heaven.

These Bible truths remind us we were dead in our sins and needed 
someone to save us. God sent Jesus, and because of what He did 
on the cross, our sins are forgiven. We are right with God because 
of what Jesus did.

Items Needed: TE 1-7—TE 1-9

Jesus chose twelve disciples, and they traveled to different cities, 
teaching and helping people. Display TE 1-7 and point to the top pic-

Notes

TE 1-6

The Bible is God’s Word.

TE 1-7
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ture. One day, Jesus and his disciples were traveling through a field 
on the Sabbath. Let’s say Sabbath together. Encourage response. 
Remember that the Sabbath was the day of worship for the Jewish 
people, and they were not supposed to work on that day. God want-
ed them to have one day a week to rest and worship. The disciples 
were hungry, so they picked grain from the field to eat.

Point to the bottom picture on TE 1-7. The Pharisees saw them and 
asked, “Why are you breaking the Sabbath laws?” God gave Moses 
the Ten Commandments, but the Jewish teachers added their own 
rules. The Jews took one of God’s rules, “Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy” (Exodus 20:8) and added so many rules that 
they made the day something God never planned. Read some of the 
rules from TE 1-8.

Do you think it would be hard to keep these rules? Encourage 
response. These rules actually made it harder for people to know 
God. Jesus told the Pharisees, “I am Lord of the Sabbath.” Jesus 
reminded them the Sabbath was given to help people. The Jewish 
leaders added so many extra rules to God’s laws that they missed 
the most important thing: knowing God. We can never be right with 
God by keeping a bunch of rules. God wants to have a relationship 
or friendship with us.

Display TE 1-9 and point to the top picture. Then Jesus went to teach 
in the synagogue, and there was a man whose right hand was with-
ered or paralyzed. Some Pharisees were watching to see if Jesus 
would heal him on the Sabbath. Their rules said that a sick person 
could not be treated on the Sabbath unless that person was dying. 
They asked Jesus, “Is it allowed to heal a man on the Sabbath?” 
They wanted to have a reason to accuse Jesus of breaking the 
Sabbath. Jesus asked them, “If you had a sheep to fall into a pit 
on the Sabbath, would you lift it out? Isn’t a man more important 
than a sheep?” Jesus then told them it was right to do good on the 
Sabbath. Jesus then told the man with the withered hand, “Stretch 
out your hand.”

Point to the bottom picture on TE 1-9. The man stretched out his 
hand, and it was healed. The Pharisees were very angry and talked 
among themselves to see how they could destroy Jesus. They were 
more concerned about their laws than they were about the man 
with the withered hand. Jesus cared about the man and healed him.

Items Needed: TE 1-21
 Trashcan
 Beanbag
 Treats for prizes (one/student)

Do you think the Pharisees may have thought they could know God 
or please Him by the many rules they kept? God gives us rules to 
protect and provide for us, not to make our lives harder. We can 
never hope to know God by keeping rules.

TE 1-9

TE 1-8
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Display TE 1-21 and review the application verse with the students 
by saying it together. Have the students line up behind a designated 
throwing point. Place the trashcan on the opposite side of the room 
or even in the hallway. It should be very difficult for students to hit 
the trash can to illustrate that there is no way we can have spiritual 
life without Jesus. If you can toss the beanbag into the trashcan I 
will give you a treat. Allow the first few students to try to toss the 
beanbag into the trashcan. No one hit the mark. Just as the trashcan 
was too far away for you to hit it, God’s holiness is too far away for 
us to ever reach it. We can’t keep all God’s laws or be good enough 
to be close to God. Move the trashcan only about a foot or two away 
from the throwing point (making it easy for students to hit it). Let all 
the students have a turn tossing the beanbag into the trashcan and 
receiving a prize. Just as I moved the trashcan closer so you could 
get the beanbag in, Jesus made the way for you to be close to God 
and go to Heaven. Who does our application verse say created us? 
Encourage response. Jesus gives us physical life. Just as Jesus gives 
us physical life, He wants us to have spiritual life and be with Him 
in Heaven. That’s why He took our punishment so we could have 
spiritual life. Jesus did it all so that all could go to Heaven. We get to 
Heaven by believing in what Jesus already did for us. Say the verse 
together to end the activity.

Items Needed: TE 1-1
 TE 1-2b
 Field Notes NT-2 
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes NT-2 so each student will have one. 
Obeying the laws was never the way for man to be close to God. 
That’s why Jesus came to the earth: so we could have a relation-
ship with God. Add TE 1-2b to the Unit Poster (TE 1-1). Today we 
learned Jesus Gives Life. We are alive in Christ. When we have this 
new relationship with Jesus, we have a new way to live. Before we 
were going our own way, but now we are following Christ. How will 
we know which way to go? In every situation where we may not be 
sure what to do, the Bible can help guide us. The Bible will always 
lead us in the right way. It teaches us what is true and corrects us 
when we are wrong. Distribute Field Notes NT-2 and crayons to the 
students. Let them connect the dots and complete the maze.

Think about your answers to these questions. Do you think you can 
be good enough to get to Heaven? Encourage response. Have you 
asked Jesus to be the leader of your life? Encourage response. If you 
don’t have a relationship with Jesus, I strongly encourage you to 
make the choice to let Him be the leader of your life. This is a great 
time to share the plan of salvation. If you are unsure about what to 
say, see page 6 of this Teaching Guide. Have the students refer to the 
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to use God’s 
Word to remind you of the truths about placing your faith in Jesus.

Encourage the students who have placed their faith in Jesus to grow 
their relationship with Him by talking to Him first thing in the morn-
ing, spending time in His Word, thanking Him for His love, and asking 
Him to show you ways you can serve Him in your lifeField Notes NT-2

TE 1-2b

TE 1-1

Field Notes NT-2

TE 1-21

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

As Christians, we should live differently because we are new in Christ. 
When we place our trust in Him, we are changed. A life seeking to 
please and honor the Lord is a life becoming more like Jesus.

What does it mean to be new in Christ? We can have a new life with a 
new relationship with God when we accept and put our trust in what 
Jesus did through His death on the cross (1 John 1:9). The Bible offers 
us instruction directly from God (2 Timothy 3:16). Learning and obey-
ing God’s instruction strengthens us and empowers us to avoid sin.

God’s Word also shares Jesus’ life as the very best example. We must 
choose to follow His example and look to Scripture for help in mak-
ing the right choices and being the right example ourselves (Matthew 
16:24). Knowing the Bible is the first step in knowing God. As we learn 
more about Him, our love for Him grows (1 John 4:19).

Becoming new in Christ is often accompanied by difficulty and uncer-
tainty. We are not immune to discouragement. Those we read about 
in the Bible who have gone before us and modeled their faith in the 
midst of struggle encourage us to stand firm and remind us of the 
insurmountable strength we have in Christ (Philippians 4:13).

New Testament
Lesson 3
September 15, 2019

Jesus Changes Me
TEXT: Colossians 3:1-17

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  As Christians we think, act, and talk differently because of 

our new life in Christ.
 Think:  Jesus knows and wants what is best for us.
 Do:   Use God’s Word to learn more about Jesus and show the 

change He has made in your life.

APPLICATION VERSE: Colossians 1:16b-17

THEME: New in Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Cooked spaghetti noodles

q		Uncooked spaghetti noodles

q		Two containers

q		Hand wipes

Option 2

q		TE 1-10

LEARN
q		TE 1-11

q		Bible

EXPLORE
q		TE 1-12

APPLY
q		TE 1-21

q		TE 1-22

RESPOND
q		TE 1-1

q		TE 1-2c

q		TE 1-13

q		Field Notes NT-3

q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Colossians 3:1-4

Day 2—Colossians 3:6-8

Day 3—Colossians 3:9-11

Day 4—Colossians 3:12-14

Day 5—Colossians 3:15-17

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Cooked spaghetti noodles
 Uncooked spaghetti noodles
 Two containers
 Hand wipes

Before class, place the cooked noodles on one container and the 
uncooked ones in the other. To add an element of surprise, conceal 
the noodles and have different students come forward to reach into 
each container to guess what each item is and perhaps even com-
pare the two textures. After the students have had a turn of guessing, 
display the contents of each container.

Can someone tell me what changed these uncooked noodles to this 
texture? Encourage response. Have you ever seen someone cook the 
noodles in hot water? Encourage response. According to the direc-
tions on the box of spaghetti, you are to place the noodles in boiling 
water to cook for a certain amount of time for them to be changed 
to the correct texture. Imagine trying to eat the uncooked noodles 
with spaghetti sauce on top. Just as our noodles were changed by 
something (cooking in hot water), we will see how Jesus changes 
us. In today’s Bible lesson, we will look at God’s instructions to see 
how we are to change to be more like Jesus.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 1-10

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 1-10. Display the pictures 
and read the facts on the back of each one. If you have Internet capa-
bility, show the students this short video about the Indonesian Mimic 
Octopus. This type of octopus is able to change not only the color 
and texture of its skin, but also its behavior and shape! It is said that 
this is the only animal able to imitate at least 13 other animals (such 
as lion fish, sea snakes, jellyfish and crabs) as protection from its 
enemy. http://bitly.com/octopuschanges

Isn’t it amazing how God created these animals with these amazing 
abilities to change? Encourage response. Did you know God also 
provided a way for us to be changed? It is not by changing color or 
shape as we have just seen in these animals, but it is through the 
Bible. How is that possible? As you and I read the Bible and do what 
the Bible says, we can be changed. Listen carefully to find out how 
and to what we can be changed.

Notes

TE 1-10

Take Note:
Spaghetti noodles are suggested because of 
their somewhat gross factor, but any pasta 
will work for the demonstration. If there are 
gluten allergies in your class, consider using 
rice pasta.
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Items Needed: TE 1-11
 Bible

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 1-11. Place the words before 
and after in two columns for the students to place the remaining 
strips underneath.

In today’s Bible verses in Colossians 3, the missionary Paul tells the 
followers of Christ in Colossae how to live differently since they 
decided to follow Jesus. Paul reminds them what they were like 
before they trusted in Jesus and what should be changed after they 
trusted in Jesus.

Explain to the students you are going to read some summaries of 
verses from Colossians 3. You will then read the strip and allow the 
students to tell you if they think the actions described should indicate 
how a Christian was before or after he or she became a follower of 
Jesus. Emphasize that this is not a complete list. The answers for 
which heading the strip should be placed under are provided at the 
end of the sentence, but allow the students time to think and make 
that determination.

Verse 2: Thinking about Heaven (AFTER)

Verse 5: Being selfish (BEFORE)

Verse 8: Being angry, mean, or unkind (BEFORE)

Verse 9: Lying (BEFORE)

Verse 10: Being like your Creator (AFTER)

Verse 12: Being caring, kind, humble, gentle, and patient (AFTER)

Verse 13: Forgiving others (AFTER)

Verse 14: Loving others (AFTER)

Verse 15: Getting along with others and being thankful (AFTER)

Verse 16: Singing to God (AFTER)

Verse 17: Honoring Jesus in all you do (AFTER)

Finishing a list of chores does not change us. We are changed when 
we spend time learning about Jesus. Jesus is our wonderful Savior. 
He loves us and died on the cross for us. The more we get to know 
Jesus, the more we will want to please Him. He will give us the 
power and help us be more like Him. We won’t be perfect. We will 
still sin. But we will start to change how we think, what we do, 
and what we say after we choose to follow Jesus. When we sin, 
we repent—tell Jesus we are sorry for doing things that hurt Him. 
Slowly, as we obey Jesus, we will become more like Him.

Notes

TE 1-11

God offers salvation and 
forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.
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Items Needed: TE 1-12

Matthew’s life was one example of the many lives changed by Jesus 
when He lived on earth. Listen as I read about when Matthew met 
Jesus.

Display TE 1-12 and point to the different pictures. Jesus was walk-
ing along when He saw a man named Matthew, who worked as a 
tax collector. Most Jewish people hated tax collectors because they 
often took more money from the people than they were supposed 
to. Jesus loved Matthew even though Matthew made bad choices. 
When Jesus met Matthew, He said, “Follow Me and be My disciple.” 
If Matthew followed Jesus, he would be a better man.

The Bible tells us that Matthew followed Jesus right away (Matthew 
9:9). Matthew left his job and all his money to follow Jesus. When 
Matthew followed Jesus, he was changed. Matthew believed Jesus 
was God’s Son and wanted others to know about Him. Matthew 
invited many tax collectors and sinners to his home to eat with 
Jesus and the other disciples. Remember, the people hated tax col-
lectors because they took more money than they were supposed to. 
When some of the religious leaders saw this, they were shocked and 
asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collec-
tors and sinners?”

Jesus quickly responded and told them healthy people don’t need 
a doctor, but sick people do. In other words, the tax collectors were 
sick in their sin and needed Jesus. These tax collectors needed a 
change in their lives, and Jesus was the answer.

Items Needed: TE 1-21—TE 1-22

How did Matthew change? Encourage response. Three years of lis-
tening to Jesus’ words and seeing His miracles changed Matthew. 
He went from being a dishonest tax collector to someone who actu-
ally saw the good things that happened because of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and power. He wrote about what he experienced in being a part 
of Jesus’ life in the book of Matthew in the New Testament.

Matthew knew Jesus was not just another man, but He was the Son 
of God who created the world. He saw Jesus calm a storm and knew 
that Jesus was all-powerful. He not only created the world, but also 
was in charge of it.

Display TE 1-21 and review the application verse with the students 
by saying it together. Divide the students into five groups. Read the 
words from the strips from TE 1-22 as you give each group one. Have 
the groups work together to stand in the correct order of the applica-
tion verse and say it together. Redistribute the strips if time allows 

Notes

TE 1-12

TE 1-21

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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Notesand repeat the activity. Jesus existed before anything else and He 
holds all of creation together. If Jesus can keep the whole world 
going, we can certainly trust Him to be in charge of our lives. We can 
follow Jesus knowing He knows what is best for us and will change 
us to be more like Him.

Items Needed: TE 1-1
 TE 1-2c
 TE 1-13
 Field Notes NT-3
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes NT-3 so each student will have one. 
Distribute Field Notes NT-3 and crayons to the students. Have them 
follow along as you talk about how God’s Word can change us.

Add TE 1-2c to the Unit Poster (TE 1-1). Jesus Changes Me. Today 
we learned about the different changes Jesus makes in us after we 
choose to allow Him to lead our lives. But how are we changed? 
Encourage response. God gives us the Holy Spirit to correct and 
guide us in the right way to live. Troubles and circumstances can 
change us. But probably the main way Jesus changes us is through 
the Bible. Display TE 1-13. The Bible brings new life. We know faith 
comes by hearing God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ 
(Romans 10:17). We can have a new life with a new relationship with 
God when we accept and put our trust in what Jesus did through 
His death on the cross. The Bible tells us in Romans 10:9 and 1 John 
1:9 how to have forgiveness of our sins.

The Bible instructs us. Today we learned from Colossians 3 ways to 
think, talk, and act to please God. When we follow God’s words, it 
will help keep us away from sin (2 Timothy 3:16). But you’ve got to 
know what the Bible says to follow it. Use your Adventure Guide as 
a tool to help you learn and understand God’s Word.

The Bible teaches us how to be the best example. When Jesus lived 
on this earth, He set the very best example for us of how to think, 
talk, and act. But we each have a choice to follow His example or 
not (Matthew 16:24). The Bible gives us instructions to follow and as 
we obey, change comes in each of our lives. The Bible will help you 
make the right choices to be the right example.

The Bible tells us of God’s love for us. Some people may think the 
Bible is a list of things to do and not to do, but it is much more than 
that. God wrote the Bible to each of you to show and tell how much 
He loves you and wants to have a relationship with you. Knowing 
the Bible is the first step in knowing God. As we read it, we can 
grow to know and love Him. The Bible is filled with words of love to 
us and helps us know how to show love to God and others (1 John 
4:19). Make sure you tell God how much you love Him.

The Bible encourages us. Even when you know what is right, some-
times you feel discouraged and want to quit trying. But God’s Word 
reminds us He is with us and gives us strength to follow His way 

TE 1-1

Field Notes NT-3

TE 1-2c

TE 1-13
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(Philippians 4:13). When we read and hear of the great people in the 
Bible who believed in God even through lots of problems, it encour-
ages us to believe and makes our faith stronger. When we see the 
rewards of Heaven, we are encouraged to continue to make choices 
that please God. Find and learn some verses you can use when you 
need encouragement to keep going God’s way. Allow time for the 
students to color the picture of the Bible. Encourage the students 
to use the picture as a reminder to use God’s Word to learn more 
about Jesus and allow it to change your life. Have the students turn 
to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step for this 
week is to use God’s Word to learn more about Jesus and show 
the change He has made in your life. End class with prayer that you 
and your students would use God’s Word to help you grow closer to 
Jesus.

Field Notes NT-3

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. 
Through FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and 
your family engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or 
having fun together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable mo-
ments to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No mat-
ter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:
Using the parable of the talents in Matthew 25, today’s lesson answers the 
question What is required to be a “good and faithful servant?” The answer 
lies in Paul’s letter to the people of Colossae and serves as a reminder that we 
will give an account to God for our thoughts, words, and actions.

Obedience is a great starting point and is pleasing to the Lord (Colossians 
3:20).

Paul’s reminder to the Colossians to work with all their heart for the Lord is 
a reminder for us too (Colossians 3:23). However, working for the approval 
of man is a much more popular view in today’s culture. Emphasize to the 
children that working with a right attitude is the goal the Lord sets before us.

We must also be prayerful and thankful (Colossians 4:2). The busyness and 
struggles of life can distract us from this so quickly. Thankfully, we can pray 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, our Helper (Jude 1:20). Using our time wisely 
is necessary for our service and submission in Christ (Colossians 4:5). Paul’s 
reminder is so very relevant as we live in a world that offers innumerable 
activities competing for our time and energy.

As believers, we are rewarded for our submission in Christ. Knowing Him 
influences our behavior. When we continue to learn about Jesus, our love 
for Him and our desire to submit to Him grows. Trusting Him to guide us and 
take care of us is a direct result of our faithful obedience.

New Testament
Lesson 4
September 22, 2019

Jesus Rewards
TEXT: Colossians 3:18—4:5; Matthew 25:14-30

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  A good and faithful servant is obedient to Jesus, has the 

right attitude, is thankful for His blessings, and is wise 
with his or her time.

 Think:  Jesus rewards His followers now and in eternity.
 Do:   Be a good and faithful servant of Jesus through your 

words and actions.

APPLICATION VERSE: Colossians 1:16b-17

THEME: Submission in Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1
q	 	Breakfast cereal
q	 	Small disposable cups
q	 	Markers
q	 	Cups of water (optional)

Option 2
q	 	Puppet
q	 	Reward for the puppet
q	 	Music

LEARN
q	 	Field Notes NT-4
q	 	15 brown paper lunch bags
q	 	Markers
q	 	Crayons

EXPLORE
q	 	TE 1-14
q	 	TE 1-15
q	 	Cardstock
q	 	Crayons
q	 	Paper plates
q	 	Scissors
q	 	Glue sticks
q	 	Metal brads
q	 	Bibles

APPLY
q	 	TE 1-1
q	 	TE 1-2d
q	 	TE 1-21
q	 	One new tennis ball
q	 		Knife (X-ACTO or serrated 

knife)
q	 	Permanent black marker
q	 	Small candies (e.g., Skittles, 

Sweet Tarts, M&M’s, 
Starbursts, etc.)

RESPOND
q	 	TE 1-14
q	 	Field Notes NT-4
q	 	Craft from EXPLORE
q	 	Bible

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Colossians 4:2-5
Day 2—Matthew 25:14-18
Day 3—Matthew 25:19-23
Day 4—Matthew 25:24-27
Day 5—Matthew 25:28-30

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Breakfast cereal
 Small disposable cups
 Markers
 Cups of water (optional)

Distribute small cups to the students and distribute some pieces of 
cereal to each student. Allow the students to use the markers to write 
their names on the outside of their cups. Throughout this option, 
walk around the room, continually giving out the cereal as a reward 
for various reasons. Be very specific and encouraging. It can be from 
little things such as a smile, great laugh, a helpful attitude during 
clean up, friendliness to visitors, etc. Perhaps some of the students 
could help you think of more rewards for their classmates (or even 
for themselves.)

I am so glad you are here in my class today. The cereal is just a small 
reward for many of the great things I see you doing each week. 
Wouldn’t it be great if every time you did something kind or helpful, 
you immediately received a reward? For example, if you held open 
the door for someone and suddenly your favorite candy appeared 
in your hands. Or if you had the right attitude when something bad 
happened and plans changed and suddenly you had a new toy.

In today’s Bible verses, we will see how Jesus rewards, but it is not 
in the way you may be thinking. Some people think the only reward 
followers of Jesus will have will be when we get to Heaven. That 
will be an amazing reward to be with Jesus forever and there will 
be no pain and no sickness; it will be a beautiful place beyond what 
we can even imagine. But did you know that Jesus rewards us now? 
There are rewards to living a life pleasing to Him today. Listen to 
find out how Jesus rewards.

Option 2

Items Needed: Puppet (of any kind)
 Reward for the puppet
  Music (For students to sing their favorite song either 

with or without music)

Have the music ready to play. Display the puppet. I brought a visitor 
today to help me introduce today’s focus on rewards. You prob-
ably are all familiar with receiving rewards for good grades or good 
behavior. But my puppet’s reward (call puppet by his or her name) 
will be for helping with this song. Explain to the puppet and to your 
class that you are going to reward the puppet if it will listen to the 
kids while they sing and stay very still and watch them. Show the 
class (and the puppet) the reward. If you have $5 or $20 that would 
really get the students’ attention to watch the puppet (and sing 
along). Obviously, you keep the money or treat at the end, so use 
it to your advantage. Start the song with watching the puppet and 
with the puppet being very still. Turn your head away and make the 
puppet wiggle, but turn back quick to look at it and make it be very 

Notes

Take Note:
Popular breakfast cereals can be very inex-
pensive and many are gluten free.

Take Note:
Do not be intimated if you do not have a 
fancy puppet. A simple sock puppet can keep 
the students attention as much as an expen-
sive one.
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still. Continue this several times throughout the song. At the end of 
the song, give the puppet its big reward. By then, of course the kids 
will all be saying that he wiggled or moved during the song. Put the 
puppet away.

Did the puppet deserve the reward? Encourage response. Why not? 
Encourage response. As we continue learning what God says to 
us in the New Testament book of Colossians, today’s verses give 
not only ways to live a life pleasing to God, but also the eternal 
and immediate rewards that come with that. But do we only try 
to please God for the rewards? Do we deserve rewards if we do it 
for selfish reasons? Listen to find out how followers of Jesus Christ 
should seek to please Him out of love not because we have to.

Items Needed: Field Notes NT-4
 15 brown paper lunch bags
 Markers
 Crayons

Before class, draw dollar signs all over the 15 brown lunch bags, 
and set the bags aside. Also, copy Field Notes NT-4 so each student 
will have one. To learn what Jesus said about rewards, today’s Bible 
lesson will be His parable of the three men given different talents 
(Matthew 25:14-30). To begin, divide the students into three groups 
to represent each of the three servants.

Jesus loved to teach using a special story called a parable. Let’s say 
parable together. Encourage response. A parable is a simple story 
that everyone can understand, but it also teaches a truth that Jesus 
wants us to know. When Jesus taught with a parable, it made the 
people think about what they should learn from the story. Distribute 
Field Notes NT-4 and crayons to the students. Have the students 
circle the bags to indicate how many each servant was given and 
again to indicate how many each servant ended with.

In Matthew 25, Jesus began with the first character in the parable. 
A master, or a boss, was going on a long trip. Before he left, this 
master called three of his servants together and gave them some of 
his money to take care of while he was gone. He gave five bags of 
money to the first servant. Give the first group five bags. He gave 
two bags of money to the second servant. Give the second group 
two bags. But he only gave one bag of money to the third servant. 
Give the third group one bag. The master gave the servants the 
amount he thought they could take care of, and he left for his jour-
ney. Allow the students to circle the number of bags on their Field 
Notes to indicate how many bags each servant was given.

The servant with five bags worked hard and earned five more bags. 
Give five more bags to the first group. Allow the students to circle 
five more bags on their Field Notes. The servant with two bags of 
money also worked hard, and he earned two more bags. Give two 
more bags to the second group. Allow the students to circle two 
more bags on their Field Notes. But the servant with only one bag 
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. Have the stu-

Field Notes NT-4

Take Note:
Let the kids get some wiggles out while they 
sing the song! Rather than just singing the 
song, get up and move to the music!

Take Note:
Rather than get into the discussion of what a 
talent is and how much it is worth, etc., the 
word money is substituted. Using the word 
talent may be confusing to your students 
because they think of talent as the ability to 
do something well.
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dents hide the bag under a chair or other location in the room. Make 
sure the students do not circle any of the bags for the third servant.

When the master returned from his trip, he called the three servants 
together to see what they had done with his money. The first ser-
vant said, “You gave me five bags of money, and I have earned you 
five more.” Ask the first group to tell how many bags in total they 
had for the master (10). The master was pleased, and said, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” The master rewarded the servant, 
and they celebrated together! Clap for the first group.

The second servant came forward and said, “You gave me two 
bags of money, and I have earned you two more.” Ask the second 
group to tell how many bags in total this servant had for the master 
(4). Just like before, the master was pleased and said, “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant.” That servant was rewarded, and they 
celebrated together! Clap for the second group.

The third servant with only one bag dug his master’s money out of 
the ground. He told his master how he was afraid that he would lose 
the money, so he hid it, and now he was returning it to him. Ask the 
third group to get the one bag and tell the others how many he gave 
to the master (1). The master was not pleased, and he scolded him 
for being lazy. The master took the money away from this servant 
and gave it to the servant with the ten bags of money. Take the one 
bag and give it to the first group with the ten bags. The master told 
his servants that those who work hard with what they are given will 
receive even more. But those who do nothing lose what they have.

The master was more interested in the hard work of his servants 
than the amount of money they had. Each servant had to answer to 
the master just like we will answer to God for our thoughts, actions, 
and words. Collect the bags before continuing with the lesson.

Items Needed: TE 1-14—TE 1-15
 Cardstock
 Crayons
 Paper plates (one plate/student)
 Scissors
 Glue sticks
 Metal brads (one brad/student)
 Bibles

Before class, copy TE 1-15a on cardstock and TE 1-15b on copy paper 
so each student will have one of each. Distribute TE 1-15a, TE 1-15b, 
crayons, scissors, a paper plate, and glue sticks to the children. Have 
them color and cut out both circles and glue the one with the four 
words to the center of the paper plate. Have the students cut out the 
area indicated on TE 1-15a. Distribute a metal brad to the students. 
Place TE 1-15a over the paper plate, and attach the metal brad where 
indicated. Then help older students find Colossians 3 and 4 in their 
Bibles.

In Jesus’ parable, the “good and faithful” servants were rewarded 
as they obeyed their master. But what makes a “good and faithful 

Notes

TE 1-15a

Just as the servants in the par-
able had to give an account 
to their master, we will all 
stand before Jesus Christ, the 
Sovereign Lord of all.

TE 1-15b
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Notesservant?” Let’s focus on four verses in Colossians to know what we 
should target for.

Read Colossians 3:20 aloud. What does this verse tell us about 
the characteristic of a good and faithful servant of Jesus Christ? 
Encourage response. Display TE 1-14 and point to the word obedient. 
Assist the students in moving the open area so the word obedient 
is showing. In Jesus’ parable, how did the servants show they were 
obedient? Encourage response. Students should answer the third 
servant was not obedient.

Read Colossians 3:23 aloud. What does this verse tell us is another 
quality of a good and faithful servant of Jesus Christ? Encourage 
response. Work with all your heart, which means we have the right 
attitude. Point to the words right attitude on TE 1-14. Assist the stu-
dents in moving the open area so the words right attitude is showing. 
How did the different servants have the right or wrong attitude? 
Encourage response.

Read Colossians 4:2 aloud. Tell me another quality of a good and 
faithful servant. Encourage response. The servant not only prays, 
but also has a thankful heart. Point to the word thankful on TE 1-14. 
Assist the students in moving the open area so the word thankful is 
showing. Talking to God with a thankful heart helps us remember 
that no matter how God answers our prayer, we will be thankful 
because He knows best. How did the servants show thankfulness to 
their master? Encourage response.

Read Colossians 4:5 aloud. What did Paul say we should be in the 
way we act? Encourage response. Point to the word wise on TE 
1-14. Assist the students in moving the open area so the word wise 
is showing. A good and faithful servant of Jesus is wise with his or 
her time. A good and faithful servant takes care of what he or she 
has and uses his or her time wisely. How did the two servants who 
made more money make use of their time? Encourage response. 
What did the last servant do with his time? Encourage response.

Use your craft as a reminder of how to be a good and faithful servant 
of Jesus.

Items Needed: TE 1-1
 TE 1-2d
 TE 1-21
 One new tennis ball
 Knife (X-ACTO or serrated knife)
 Permanent black marker
  Small candies (e.g., Skittles, Sweet Tarts, M&M’s, 

Starbursts)

Before class, use either a serrated knife or X-ACTO knife to cut a slit 
in the tennis ball in the shape of a smile (on the opposite side of the 
brand name of the ball). Use a pencil to mark the smile before you 
cut it. With a permanent black marker, draw two eyes (like those on a 

TE 1-14
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TE 1-14

smiley face). Squeeze the mouth open to insert the candy inside. Be 
sure to load enough so each student will receive a reward.

Add TE 1-2d to TE 1-1. Today we learned Jesus Rewards. What do 
you think of when you hear those words? Encourage response. 
Many people immediately think of Heaven. Point to the picture of 
Heaven on TE 1-1d. That will be more than wonderful, but there 
are rewards today for being a good and faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ. As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit to help us be a good 
and faithful servant of Jesus. God’s Word also helps us know how 
to make the right choices to receive those rewards. We learned 
from Colossians the commands to being obedient, having the right 
attitude, showing thankfulness, and being wise with our time. Let’s 
review our application verse to help us remember why it’s important 
to be a good and faithful servant.

Display TE 1-21 and review the verse with the students by reading it 
together. Have the students say the verse several times. What does 
this verse tell us about Jesus? Encourage response. Everything was 
created through Him and for Him and He has always existed and 
He holds all creation together. What we believe about Jesus will 
influence what we do. If we believe He is all-powerful and in charge, 
we will want to honor and obey Him. If we believe He is good and 
promised to reward us for the good we do, we will do good works 
(Ephesians 6:8). Display the reward-filled tennis ball. This is Tiny 
Tenny. He is going to be watching to see who is participating and 
trying to learn God’s Word. As students are saying the verse, use 
Tiny Tenny to disperse rewards to students who are participating. Try 
to ensure each student receives a reward.

Items Needed: TE 1-14
 Field Notes NT-4
 Craft from EXPLORE
 Bible

Today we learned four different characteristics of a good and faith-
ful servant of Jesus. Refer to TE 1-14 and have the students use their 
craft to review them. We are to be an obedient servant of Jesus. We 
are to have the right attitude when serving Him. We are to be thank-
ful for His many blessings in our lives. We are to be wise with our 
time on earth.

Think about the three different workers. Which one are you most 
like? If you are like the third worker, you need to take time to rethink 
your relationship with Jesus. What do your actions tell those around 
you at home, at school, and anywhere else you are? Read Colossians 
4:5 aloud to the students. What does this verse tell us we are to do? 
Encourage response. The things we say and do should bring honor 
to Jesus. Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their 
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to be a good and faithful servant of 
Jesus through your words and actions.

Field Notes NT-1

TE 1-1

TE 1-2d

TE 1-21

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

The book of Philemon highlights forgiveness and reconciliation 
through the life of Onesimus. Paul challenges Philemon to accept 
Onesimus and demonstrates his commitment to see the relationship 
between these two partners in the gospel fully restored. Paul reminds 
Philemon of his own salvation and urges him to look beyond Onesi-
mus’ offenses in order to embrace reconciliation.

Reconciliation comes from Christ, the One who pardons each of us. 
Through Christ’s sacrifice and forgiveness, we must choose to obey 
God and forgive others (Matthew 6:14-15). We must keep the forgive-
ness we receive from Christ at the forefront of our minds (Romans 
5:8). We must refuse to keep score, request God’s help, and resolve to 
move on quickly (Matthew 18:21-22, Romans 12:19, Ephesians 4:26b).

We must follow the example of Jesus to learn how to practice for-
giveness in our own lives and relationships. Because Jesus forgives 
us, we can extend forgiveness to others. Realizing the greatness of 
God’s forgiveness reminds us that forgiving others isn’t so daunting, 
especially in light of Jesus’ death on the cross.

New Testament
Lesson 5
September 29, 2019

Jesus Forgives
TEXT: Philemon 1:1-22; John 21:1-19

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  The Bible gives us examples of others, including Jesus, 

demonstrating forgiveness.
 Think:  Because Jesus forgives us we can forgive others.
 Do:  Use the five biblical truths to help you forgive.

APPLICATION VERSE: Colossians 1:16b-17

THEME: Reconciled Through Christ

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Two large buckets or trashcans 
(One filled with water)

q		Containers or cups for each 
student

q		Dropper

q		Towel

Option 2

q		One balloon

LEARN
q		TE 1-16

q		Man or older male teenager

q		Simple costume

EXPLORE
q		TE 1-17

q		TE 1-18

q		TE 1-19

APPLY
q		TE 1-21

q		TE 1-22

RESPOND
q		TE 1-1

q		TE 1-2e

q		TE 1-20a-e

q		Field Notes NT-5

q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Philemon 1:1-3

Day 2—Philemon 1:4-7

Day 3—Philemon 1:8-14

Day 4—Philemon 1:15-18

Day 5—Philemon 1:19-22

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed:  Two large buckets or trashcans (One filled with 
water, one empty)

 Containers or cups for each student
 Dropper
 Towel

This option will demonstrate the magnitude of Jesus’ forgiveness to 
us as seen in the large bucket of water compared to the tiny drop of 
us having to forgive others.

Before class, fill one of the large buckets with water. Display the 
water-filled bucket. Distribute the plastic containers and cups to the 
students. Instruct them to come forward one at a time and move 
the water from the first bucket and pour it into the empty one. The 
bigger the container, the better it is for this illustration. Instruct the 
students to keep going and until they have filled the bucket (or until 
you tell them to stop). Although water wipes up easily (have towels 
handy), it would be great to do this in the church kitchen near the 
sink or outside.

You have all worked and filled the large bucket. Point to the bucket. 
Let’s compare this bucket to how many times Jesus forgives you 
and me for our sin. We know sin is anything we think, say or do 
that goes against God’s way. As you talk about specific sins, keep 
dipping and pouring water back into the first bucket. Let’s say that 
we tell a lie, but we confess—we agree with Him that the lie was a 
sin—and ask Him to forgive us and He does. Let’s say we lose our 
temper and start a fight with our brother or sister, (continue dipping 
the water) yet once again, we ask God to forgive us and He does. 
Isn’t that great about God? He is faithful and always keeps His word 
to forgive us (1 John 1:9). As time permits, give other examples of 
sin and with each time, continue dipping and moving the water. 
Now display the dropper. When it comes to us forgiving others, 
sometimes that seems too much to ask. We use the excuse that the 
person was mean, asked for it, or deserved it. Compared to all that 
we have been forgiven of, it is like a little drop (pour a tiny drop from 
the dropper onto the table or another clear container) when we have 
to forgive others. In today’s Bible verses, we will learn from a man in 
the Bible with a unique name, Philemon (Fy-LEE-mun), and see how 
he was asked to forgive someone who had hurt him and even stolen 
from him. Listen carefully to hear what he does.

Option 2

Items Needed: One balloon

Before class, blow up and tie one balloon (or more, in case it pops). 
Ask each student to find a partner. Tell the students the rules: each 
pair must run from one side of the room with the balloon (in the 
position you announce) to the other side and back. So that this is 
not a competition, one pair at a time will go to complete a round. 

Notes

Take Note:
Use a small measuring spoon if a dropper is 
not accessible.
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Announce each round for the pair and start over if you have more 
pairs so that each pair completes one of the rounds listed below:

Rounds:

1.  Run with the balloon shoulder to shoulder. (The balloon must be 
placed between their two shoulders as the pair runs from one side 
to the other and back.)

2. Run with the balloon hand to hand.
3. Run with the balloon knee to knee.
4. Run with the balloon head to head.
5. Run with the balloon back to back.

Which activity seemed the hardest to do? Encourage response. 
What made it hard or easy? Encourage response. This was just a 
game, but it reminds me of trying to get along with other people. 
It is not always easy trying to get along with others because some-
times others want to do things their own way and won’t listen to us. 
That might have happened to you during out activity. Sometimes, 
others might get impatient with us and quit. Sometimes they say 
mean things and hurt our feelings. But the Bible makes it very clear 
that as followers of Jesus, we have to forgive others. You and I must 
choose to forgive whether we feel like it or not. Let’s look at an 
example from the Bible that shows forgiveness.

Items Needed: TE 1-16
 Man or older male teenager
 Simple costume (optional)

Before class copy TE 1-16. Ask a man or older male teenager to come 
to class and act out the monologue to the students. Give him the 
copy of TE 1-16 to study ahead of time. To make it easier for him, 
allow him to read much of it from the letter. Also, a simple costume 
can add to the effectiveness, even if it is just a robe and headpiece.

If you are unable to find an actor, adapt the monologue, and read it 
as a letter to your class from Philemon.

Introduce the person portraying the part of Philemon from the New 
Testament and his special letter from Paul that will prove to be 
another biblical example of forgiveness.

My name is Philemon. I have been asked to tell you about a letter I 
received from my dear friend, Paul. I met Paul when he was travel-
ing from city to city, telling people about Jesus. His love for Jesus 
and his preaching were so powerful that as I listened, I believed the 
truth of the gospel. Since I accepted and trusted in Jesus, my life 
has changed. I will always be thankful Paul showed me God’s way. 
I can’t do enough for God. We even have a church meeting in our 
house now! Paul and I served the Lord together, and we have a spe-
cial friendship. Paul is like a brother to me.

Notes

TE 1-16

Take Note:
If you are a new teacher, these simple cos-
tumes are good to keep and collect for future 
use. If you do not have these things, ask 
around in your church. For example, some-
one who sews in your church may have extra 
fabric, and might be willing to donate it to 
use for the headpiece or as a shawl.
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Paul’s letter started out, (Look down at the letter and read.) “Grace 
to you and peace from God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Look up at 
students.) God has certainly given me grace. I do not deserve all the 
good things God has done in my life. There is no way I can thank 
God for His peace—it’s amazing.

(Look down at the letter and read.) “I thank God for you. I men-
tion you in my prayers because I have heard of your love and faith 
toward God and other believers. It brings me great joy and comfort 
to see how you are helping others.” (Look up at students.) I bring 
Paul joy? Paul is the one who helped me find joy!

This is the part of Paul’s letter that gets a little more serious. (Make 
a very serious face.) “I believe that if I ordered you to do something, 
you would do it. But I am asking this as a favor, from one who is 
older and a prisoner of Jesus Christ.” (Look up at students.) What 
favor could Paul want from me? I soon found out.

Paul wrote, (again, looking down at the letter and reading) “I’m ask-
ing you to help Onesimus, who is like a son to me. While I was in 
prison here in Rome, I told him how to be saved from his sin, and 
he gladly repented and became a follower of Jesus Christ. I know 
Onesimus once stole from you and then ran away. I would rather 
keep him with me since he has helped me so much while I have been 
in prison. But, I am sending him back to you. I want you to choose 
to accept Onesimus of your own free will, not just because you feel 
you have to.”

(Look up at students.) Wow! I was surprised to hear Onesimus had 
become a follower of Jesus! But, wait a minute . . . he stole from me 
and should have to pay for what he did. (Long pause) Then, I was 
reminded of how I was once a slave to sin and Jesus set me free. I 
didn’t deserve the kindness God showed me. How could I refuse to 
forgive Onesimus? How could I refuse to be kind to him?

Paul went a step further in this letter. (Look down as you read.) 
“Perhaps Onesimus can be your brother in Christ. Treat Onesimus as 
you would treat me. I will repay what he stole from you.”

(Look up at students.) Paul reminded me that I owed him my life 
and that he had confidence in me that I would do the right thing. 
Hmmm. This is such a hard choice. Maybe there would have been a 
time before I met Jesus that I would have wanted revenge against 
Onesimus, but now I am ready to receive him as a brother and to 
forgive. I guess I better go write Paul a letter to let him know!

Have the students thank “Philemon” before he exits the classroom.

Notes

God offers salvation and 
forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.
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Items Needed: TE 1-17—TE 1-19

Throughout this month we have studied the book of Colossians, and 
today our lesson was from the book of Philemon. We learned that 
God’s Word says we are to live how Jesus lived. Today we are going 
to study how Jesus forgave one of His dearest friends. We are to 
follow His example in our own lives.

Display TE 1-17 and point to the different pictures. According to Mark 
1, Simon Peter was a fisherman until he met Jesus. One day at the 
Sea of Galilee, Jesus called out to Simon Peter and his brother and 
said, “Come follow me.” That is exactly what Peter did. For almost 
three and a half years, Peter was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples 
who followed Him wherever He went, listened to every lesson, and 
saw every miracle. He believed Jesus was the promised One, the 
Messiah, and God’s Son. Peter loved Jesus. It is hard to even imag-
ine what Peter was thinking when Jesus was arrested and faced the 
horrible beatings and trials.

Display TE 1-18 and point to the different pictures. After Jesus’ 
arrest, Peter watched Jesus’ trial from a distance. Three different 
times, when Peter was asked if he was one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter 
pretended he didn’t know Jesus. Jesus warned Peter this would 
happen, but Peter never thought he would do such a terrible thing.

Display TE 1-19 and point to the different pictures. After Jesus’ death 
and His powerful resurrection, He appeared to His followers, which 
of course included Peter. They were beside the Sea of Galilee. Simon 
Peter had returned to fishing, and he and the others caught nothing. 
Jesus yelled from the seashore for them to throw the net on the 
other side of the boat. When they did, they couldn’t even bring in the 
net because they had caught so many fish! Seeing this miracle, and 
realizing it was Jesus, Peter jumped in the water and headed toward 
Him. After the meal Jesus prepared for them, Jesus asked Peter, “Do 
you love me?” In fact, Jesus asked Peter three times that day if he 
loved Him. And each time, Peter told Jesus he loved Him. In these 
Bible verses, we learn from Jesus the best example of forgiveness. 
He could have been hurt because Peter had denied Him when He 
needed a friend the most. He could have given up on Peter. He could 
have stayed angry for what Peter did, but we only see the forgive-
ness and love of Jesus.

Items Needed: TE 1-21—TE 1-22

Before class, place the strips from TE 1-22 around the classroom. 
Make sure the students can easily reach the pieces.

We have learned today the importance of forgiveness in a believer’s 
life through the examples of Philemon’s forgiveness of Onesimus 

TE 1-17

TE 1-18

TE 1-19

TE 1-21

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 1-22

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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and Jesus’ forgiveness of Peter. Why is it important to show for-
giveness? Encourage response. Is forgiveness easy? Encourage 
response. No, but we can trust in Jesus to help us. Display TE 1-21 
and review the verse with the students by saying it together. This 
verse tells us everything was created through God and for Him. He 
has always existed, and He holds all creation together, so I can trust 
Him. Even when He tells me to forgive and it seems so hard, I can 
know His instructions are best. Because of His great forgiveness 
toward me, I can forgive others.

Divide the students into five groups. Have the groups move together 
to find the pieces from TE 1-22. Once all of the pieces have been 
found, have the students put the words in the correct order and say 
the verse together.

Items Needed: TE 1-1
 TE 1-2e
 TE 1-20a-e
 Field Notes NT-5
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes NT-5 so each student will have one. 
Also, cut apart the strips from TE 1-20. Add TE 1-2e to the Unit Poster 
(TE 1-1). Today we learned Jesus Forgives. We can learn from His 
example to forgive others. These five pictures will help us learn and 
remember five biblical truths on forgiveness. Distribute Field Notes 
NT-5 and crayons to the students. Have them follow your directions 
as you discuss each truth. Display TE 1-20a. We are to choose to 
obey God and forgive. Just as there are two paths in this picture, 
there is only one right way to get to where you want to go. God 
commands us to forgive and we must choose the right way and 
obey Him (Matthew 6:14-15). Have the students draw a line to follow 
the path that follows God.

Display TE 1-20b. We are to remember how much Jesus forgives us. 
When you think of Jesus’ death on the cross and the great sacrifice 
He gave, it will help you forgive others. Even when you were against 
Him, He still loved you and willingly gave His life so you could have 
forgiveness (Romans 5:8). Have the students connect the dots to the 
cross in the area next to this truth.

Display TE 1-20c. We are to refuse to keep score. A scoreboard at 
a sporting event is very important because it officially records the 
points. In forgiveness, if you keep a score of the times someone has 
wronged you, it will soon be impossible to forgive. You are too busy 
keeping score to forgive. When Jesus was asked how many times 
we are to forgive someone, He gave a math problem: seventy times 
seven. In other words, we are to do whatever it takes, however 
many times, to forgive him or her (Matthew 18:21-22). Have the stu-
dents write a O on the side of the scoreboard that says you.

Field Notes NT-5

Take Note:
When D6 curriculum covers a biblical truth, 
we provide the biblical proof to that truth. 
You will notice a Scripture reference is pro-
vided after each truth for your perusal. These 
are also included in the Field Notes in case 
there is not enough time for the students to 
complete them in class.

TE 1-1

TE 1-2e

TE 1-20
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Display TE 1-20. We are to ask for God’s help. For followers of Jesus, 
we are not on our own when it comes to forgiveness. Say a prayer 
out loud to interrupt the wrong thoughts of an unforgiving atti-
tude. As you pray, ask for God’s help, and pray for the person who 
wronged you. God promised He will work it out in His way and in 
His timing. It is not our job; that’s God’s job. He said “I will pay them 
back; I will make things right” (Romans 12:19). Have the students 
draw a question mark inside the speech bubble.

Display TE 1-20e. We are to move on quickly. If you choose not to 
forgive a person, it is like you are the one drinking a bottle of poison 
but expecting the other person to get sick. The other person is fine. 
You are the one in danger because the longer you hold onto that, 
the harder it will be to forgive. Hate, bitterness, and anger are all like 
poison and will hurt you and others around you (Ephesians 4:26b). 
Have the students draw an X over the bottle of poison.

Review the statements by having the students say them with you 
several times.

Have the students refer to the Next Step on their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to use the five biblical truths to help you forgive. Close 
in prayer thanking Jesus for what He did on the cross that made a 
way for all people to have forgiveness and asking Him to help you 
and your students remember to forgive others.

Field Notes NT-5

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

This month, our lessons take us on a journey through the book 
of Jonah. Through Jonah’s rebellion, we see God demonstrate 
His relentless pursuit of His children. God’s efforts are both 
great and unrelenting when it comes to showing grace to the 
disobedient.

Consumed with his own desires and idea of the right thing 
to do, Jonah ignored a very specific direction from the Lord. 
Jonah created a difficult situation through his disobedience. 
Jonah ran from God, but he soon realized that in spite of his 
rebellious attitude, God continued to lovingly pursue him.

Anytime we disobey God, we’re heading in the opposite direc-
tion of His will. We must choose obedience over rebellion and 
His way over our own. There is no place we can flee from God’s 
presence (Psalm 139:7). God loves us immeasurably and will 
never stop pursuing us in order to get us back on track.

Old Testament
Lesson 1
October 6, 2019

Jonah Tries to Hide 
From God
TEXT: Jonah 1:1-17

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  Jonah disobeyed God. God pursued him using a storm 

and a large fish.
 Think:   God is the one, true God who shows love, mercy, and 

compassion.
 Do:  Choose to be obedient to God.

APPLICATION VERSE: Psalm 130:1-2

THEME: God Pursues the Disobedient

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		TE 2-2

LEARN
q		TE 2-3

q		TE 2-4

q		TE 2-5

q		TE 2-6

q		TE 2-7

q		Field Notes OT-1

q		Crayons

EXPLORE
q		TE 2-8

q		Cardstock

q		Crayons

q		Scissors

q		Clothespin

q		Craft sticks

q		Glue

q		Bible

APPLY
q		TE 2-22

q		TE 2-23

q		Index cards

q		Marker

RESPOND
q		TE 2-1

q		Field Notes OT-1

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jonah 1:1-3

Day 2—Jonah 1:4-6

Day 3—Jonah 1:7-10

Day 4—Jonah 1:11-16

Day 5—Jonah 1:17

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 2-2

Have the students stand up around the room. Raise your hand if 
you know what the word opposite means. Allow time for response. 
What would the opposite of hot be? Encourage response. I am going 
to call out some actions and I want you to do the opposite of what 
I say. Read the actions from TE 2-2 and allow time for the students 
to do the opposite action. When finished, have the students sit back 
down. In today’s lesson, you are going to be introduced to a man 
who thought he didn’t have to follow God’s directions for his life. 
He just didn’t want to do what God said to do. He wanted to do the 
opposite of God’s words. Do you know what happened? Encourage 
response. He made a big mess of things. But even though he did 
this, God never stopped loving him. He never gave up on him. And 
He even gave him another chance to do the right thing and follow 
His directions.

Option 2

How many of you have ever tried to hide or run away before from 
your mom and dad? Encourage response. Maybe you were in a park 
and your parents told you it was time to go and you didn’t want to 
go. So you tried to hide from them. Or maybe you were in the mall 
and you tried to run ahead of them. Has this ever happened to you? 
Encourage response. Did your parent just let you do what you felt 
like doing? Did she say, “Oh well, go ahead and run away”? Or did 
he think, “Well, I’ll just let my child run as far as possible. I’ll just 
go and get another child”? Of course not. Why would your parents 
not respond like that? Encourage response. The main reason your 
parents wouldn’t let you just do what you felt like doing is because 
they love you too much. Today’s lesson is about a man who thought 
he could run away from God. But it didn’t take him long to realize he 
couldn’t hide from God. The man learned God knew exactly where 
he was, just like God knows where we are.

Items Needed: TE 2-3—TE 2-7
 Field Notes OT-1
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-1 so each student will have one. 
Distribute Field Notes OT-1 and crayons to the students. Have them 
color the numbers to show the order of events as they learn about 
Jonah’s adventure.

Display TE 2-3. Jonah was a prophet of God who lived a long 
time ago. Do any of you remember what a prophet is? Encourage 

Notes

TE 2-2

Field Notes OT-1

TE 2-3
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response. A prophet is a special messenger of God. God gave impor-
tant messages to Jonah, and Jonah delivered God’s messages to His 
people. God expected Jonah to obey Him and deliver His messages. 
When Jonah was alive, God’s people had many enemies. One of 
the worst was the people who lived in a place called Nineveh. They 
were very mean and did not treat other people well. Because of this, 
Jonah was not happy when God told him to go to Nineveh to tell the 
people who lived there to turn from their wicked ways. Jonah just 
wanted God to punish the people.

Even though the people of Nineveh were great enemies of God’s 
people, God wanted to give them a chance to repent of their sins 
and turn from their evil ways because God is full of great love, 
kindness, and mercy. God doesn’t want anyone to die without His 
forgiveness (2 Peter 3:9).

Jonah’s anger toward the people of Nineveh made him want to 
disobey God. And that’s exactly what Jonah did. Display TE 2-4. 
Jonah did not go to Nineveh like God told him to. Instead he took 
a ship heading in the opposite direction of Nineveh. Jonah chose to 
disobey God because his heart was full of anger and disobedience. 
Jonah thought he could run away from God, but he was very, very 
wrong.

As Jonah traveled on the ship, there was a terrible storm. Display TE 
2-5. The waves were so wild and rough that the sailors on the ship 
thought they were going to die. They began crying out to their false 
gods to save them. They didn’t know God caused the storm to get 
Jonah’s attention and change his disobedient heart.

What do you think Jonah was doing during the storm? Encourage 
response. The Bible tells us Jonah was sleeping! Display TE 2-5. The 
scared sailors woke Jonah up and asked him what they should do 
to make the storm stop. Jonah told the sailors to throw him off the 
ship into the angry waves. The men did not want to do that, but 
Jonah insisted. The sailors finally decided to do what Jonah said, 
and they tossed Jonah into the raging sea. Display TE 2-6. As soon 
as they did, the storm stopped. The sailors began to fear Jonah’s 
God, the one, true God. Explain to the students that fearing God 
doesn’t mean they were afraid of Him, like they were afraid of the 
storm. But rather they understood His power and chose to respect, 
obey, submit to, and worship God.

Do any of you know what happened to Jonah? Encourage response. 
Display TE 2-7. God commanded a huge fish to swallow Jonah, so 
he wouldn’t drown in the sea. Just as God chose to show mercy and 
kindness to the people of Nineveh, He showed mercy and kindness 
to Jonah too.

TE 2-4

The people of Nineveh were 
facing God’s judgment for their 
sin. Sin brought death and 
destruction into the world.

TE 2-5

TE 2-6

TE 2-7
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Items Needed: TE 2-8 (one copy/three students)
 Cardstock
 Crayons
 Scissors
 Clothespin (the kind with the spring)
 Glue
 Bible

Before class, copy TE 2-8 on cardstock and cut apart the sections so 
each student will have one. Distribute sections from TE 2-8, crayons, 
and scissors to the students. Allow them to color the pictures and 
cut them out. Cut the giant fish along the dotted line. Distribute a 
clothespin and glue to the students. Have them glue the top half of 
the fish to top of the clothespin and the bottom half of the fish to the 
bottom of it. Then glue the picture of Jonah to a craft stick. Be sure 
to assist the students with cutting as needed. Encourage the students 
to use their craft to act out the lesson.

Just like Jonah, we also have two choices when we hear God’s 
words. We can run from God’s Word or run toward God’s Word. 
If we choose to run, we won’t get far, because God always knows 
where we are just like He knew where Jonah was. Did you know 
there is no place we can hide from God’s presence? Read Psalm 
139:7-10 to the students. Even when we disobey and run from God, 
He never gives up on us. God wants to have a close relationship 
with us, and He wants to use our lives to tell others about Him. God 
is kind and merciful, and He loves us so very much.

Items Needed: TE 2-22—TE 2-23
 Index cards
 Marker

Before class, write the numbers 1-6 on index cards. When we dis-
obey God, we’re heading in the opposite direction of His will. For 
Jonah, God’s will came in the form of a command: Go to Nineveh 
and give this message. Even though Jonah loved God, he didn’t love 
the people of Nineveh. So Jonah chose to disobey God’s command, 
and he began to head in the opposite direction of Nineveh. Have 
any of you ever chosen to be completely and knowingly disobedi-
ent before? Maybe your mom or dad told you to do something and 
you didn’t do it just because you stubbornly didn’t want to. Maybe 
you’ve been telling lies and God’s been trying to get you to always 
tell the truth. Remember, just like Jonah’s disobedience affected 
more than just him, so does ours.

Display TE 2-22 and introduce the application verse for this month 
by reading it aloud with the class. The writer of this verse seems to 
be very sad or in trouble. Jonah didn’t write these words, but they 
will apply to him. Let’s say the verse again as we think about what 
we’ve learned about Jonah. Have the students say the application 

Notes

TE 2-8

Take Note:
Go to www.D6teacher.com to see color pic-
tures of the crafts and to download additional 
resources for this unit.

TE 2-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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verse with you several times. Choose a student to select an index 
card. Have the students say the verse according to the way described 
on the corresponding number on TE 2-23. Continue until the verse 
has been said all six ways. Save the index cards to be used again in 
lesson 4.

Items Needed: TE 2-1
 Field Notes OT-1

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are to obey God. The Bible tells 
us we show our love for God through a willing heart that obeys 
the truths in His Word. When Jesus was with His disciples He told 
them if they really loved Him they would obey His commands. This 
is how Jesus showed His love for God. He did everything the Father 
told Him to do. Unfortunately, we don’t always do everything God 
tells us to do. But even when we choose to continue in disobedi-
ence to God’s Word, we can trust that God will continue to follow 
us. Do any of you know what the word pursue means? Encourage 
response. It means to follow someone closely in order to catch him 
or her. Display TE 2-1 and point to the first sign. Today we learned 
God pursues the disobedient. This is what He did in the life of Jonah. 
God sent the great storm and then even allowed it to go from bad 
to worse to get his attention. Don’t be like Jonah. Instead, focus on 
ways that help you stay obedient to God. Study God’s Word and 
trust His way. Choose to honor your parents through your obedi-
ence to them. When you make wrong choices, use the resulting con-
sequences to get off the disobedient path and onto an obedient one. 
Remember, just as God demonstrated love, mercy, and compassion 
on Jonah, He will do the same for you. Have the students turn to the 
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to choose 
to be obedient to God.Field Notes OT-1

TE 2-1

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection is a 
FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at home 
by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, LIFE group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.

TE 2-23

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Communication is key in every relationship. This rings espe-
cially true when we consider our relationship with God. Prayer 
is a gift from God and a privilege accompanied by the promise 
that God always hears us when we pray.

This week’s lesson finds Jonah praying after being swallowed 
by a great fish. To us, this may seem like only a punishment, 
but in reality, God sent the fish to swallow Jonah as a provision, 
part of God’s pursuit to redirect Jonah’s disobedient heart.

Jonah’s prayer reminds us that God’s holiness cannot tolerate 
or excuse disobedience (Jonah 2:4). It also prompts us to ask 
our merciful God for forgiveness. God does not expect perfec-
tion, but He does expect us to obey His Word and walk in holi-
ness (1 Peter 1:16). Forgiveness heals the fracture caused by 
disobedience and leads us to offer grateful praise to our Savior 
(Jonah 2:9).

Old Testament
Lesson 2
October 13, 2019

God Answered 
Jonah’s Prayer
TEXT: Jonah 2:1-10

LESSON OBJECTIVE

 Know:  When Jonah called out to God, He heard and responded 
to his prayer.

 Think:  God hears and answers our prayers.
 Do:  Faithfully talk with God this week.

APPLICATION VERSE: Psalm 130:1-2

THEME: God Answers Prayers

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Cell phone

LEARN
q		TE 2-9

q		TE 2-10

q		Field Notes OT-2

q		Crayons

EXPLORE
q		TE 2-11

q		Paper plates

q		Crayons

q		Googly eyes (two eyes/student)

q		Permanent marker

q		Scissors

q		Glue

APPLY
q		TE 2-22

RESPOND
q		TE 2-1

q		Field Notes OT-2

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jonah 2:1-2

Day 2—Jonah 2:3-4

Day 3—Jonah 2:5-6

Day 4—Jonah 2:7-8

Day 5—Jonah 2:9-10

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Cell phone

Display the cell phone. What are some of the things I can do with 
this cell phone? Allow for responses, such as make calls, text, take 
pictures, send emails, look up information on the Internet, etc. Out 
of all the things I just mentioned, what do you think I use my phone 
for the most? Encourage response. But sometimes when I call some-
one, the person doesn’t answer and I have to leave a message. But 
even when I do this, I might not hear back from the person for a 
while. The same goes for texting. If I text a person, he or she doesn’t 
always text right back. It might be an hour later or even a day later. 
Do you know there is someone I can reach out to any time, day or 
night? And the minute I begin talking—actually, even before I say a 
word—this someone is hearing every word I’m saying. Do any of you 
know whom I am talking about? Encourage response. Yes, I’m talk-
ing about God. What do we call it when we talk to God? Encourage 
response. We call it prayer. Today we’re going to continue with our 
story of Jonah and see that while Jonah was in the belly of the great 
fish, he called out to God.

Option 2

Who knows what the three numbers 9-1-1 are used for? Encourage 
response. What type of emergencies would you need to dial 911 
for? Encourage response. Have any of you had to dial 911 or have 
seen someone dial 911 before? Encourage response. When a person 
calls 911, the person who answers, called the dispatcher, has a very 
important job. He or she listens very carefully to the caller, tries to 
help the caller stay calm, and lets the caller know help is on the 
way. While the dispatcher is talking to the caller, he or she is also 
reaching out to the police department or fire department, depending 
on what type of emergency it is. Do you think being a dispatcher is 
an important job? Encourage response. Do you think that knowing 
when and how to call 911 is important? Encourage response. Isn’t 
a good feeling to know that if you or someone in your family has 
an emergency, help is just a phone call away? Encourage response.

Do you know that, as Christians, we have a way that we can call 
out to someone when we are in need of help? I’m not talking about 
picking up a phone and dialing 911, I’m talking about reaching out 
to someone who is the absolute best someone to reach out to when 
you or I are in need. Who thinks he or she knows whom I’m referring 
to? Encourage response. In today’s lesson, we’re going to continue 
to hear about Jonah, the prophet who tried to run away from God. 
We will learn that while Jonah was in the belly of the great fish, he 
called out to God.

Notes
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Items Needed: TE 2-9—TE 2-10
 Field Notes OT-2
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-2 so each student will have one. 
Distribute Field Notes OT-2 and crayons to the students.

Last week we learned God gave Jonah a job. Do any of you remem-
ber what God told Jonah to do? Encourage response. God wanted 
Jonah to go to Nineveh and tell the people to stop going against His 
way. But Jonah didn’t want to help the people and so he went the 
opposite way and got on a ship. While he was on that ship, God sent 
a really bad storm. What did Jonah tell the sailors they needed to 
do? Encourage response. Jonah told the sailors they had to toss him 
overboard. What happened when the sailors finally threw Jonah 
into the water? Encourage response. The storm suddenly stopped 
and God sent a great big fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the 
belly of the fish for three days and three nights. Today we will learn 
four things Jonah did when he was in the belly of the fish. Display 
TE 2-9 and point to the different words. Have the students follow 
along on their Field Notes. Jonah knew God was the only one who 
could help him, so he cried out to God in prayer. Just like Jonah, 
we can cry out to God too. Jonah understood God was showing 
him his sin, and Jonah asked God to forgive him. We should pray 
like Jonah and ask God to forgive us when we disobey God. Even 
though Jonah disobeyed God, God never stopped loving him and 
taking care of him. Jonah was in the fish’s belly for three days, and 
God changed Jonah’s heart. Jonah chose to obey God. God never 
stopped loving Jonah, and God won’t stop loving us either, even 
when we sin. When we obey God and His Word, we show Him we 
love Him. Finally, Jonah was thankful to God and praised Him for 
His mercy and grace. Jonah’s prayer teaches us to worship God and 
thank Him for all He has done in our lives.

Display TE 2-10. At the end of the chapter, the Bible tells us God 
spoke to the fish and it spit Jonah onto dry land. It was only through 
God that Jonah was alive and safe.

Allow time for the students to color the picture of Jonah praying and 
the words on their Field Notes.

Items Needed: TE 2-11 (one copy/four students)
 Paper plates (one paper plate/student)
 Crayons
 Googly eyes (one eye/student)
 Pencil
 Scissors
 Glue 
 Tape

Notes

TE 2-9

Field Notes OT-2

Just like Jonah needed to be 
saved from the storm, I cannot 
save myself, I need a Savior.

TE 2-10
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Before class, copy and cut apart TE 2-11 so each student will have 
a section. Also, use a pencil to mark a triangle wedge on the paper 
plate for the students to use as a guide for cutting.

Let’s talk about some of the miracles that happened in these first 
two chapters of Jonah.

When Jonah chose to board a ship to Tarshish instead of going 
to Nineveh, God sent a terrible storm to where the ship was. This 
storm not only was created to get Jonah’s attention, but also to 
show the sailors God’s power.

God did another miracle—as soon as Jonah was thrown overboard, 
the storm immediately stopped. The waters were instantly calmed.

The next miracle we read about is when God sent the giant fish to 
the exact spot where Jonah was in the water to swallow him whole. 
Then God did another miracle by not only keeping Jonah alive in 
the fish’s belly for three days and three nights, but also without any 
injuries.

Finally, God caused the fish to spit out Jonah on the dry land (not 
in the water).

Distribute the paper plates, crayons, and scissors to the students. 
Allow time for them to color inside of the paper plates with a blue 
crayon and cut out the wedge where indicated. Distribute a section 
from TE 2-11 and glue to the students. Allow them to color and cut 
out the picture of Jonah and glue it to the paper plate. Tape the 
wedge to the back of the paper plate and glue the eye to the fish.

Items Needed: TE 2-22

Have the students sit in a circle. Display TE 2-22 and review the appli-
cation verse by reading it with the students. We can tell from the first 
part of the verse that the writer of this psalm is going through a very 
hard time in his life. Jonah was going through a very scary situation 
when he was on the ship in the storm. He knew it was because of 
his actions the sailors were having the bad weather. He also knew 
he had to be thrown off into the water. Whenever you’re having a 
bad day or things are scary, you can cry out to God for help. You can 
know He will hear your prayers and His ears will be paying attention 
to your voice. Let’s say our verse together. Now let’s listen to each 
other as we say the verse one word at a time. Have the students go 
around the circle with each person saying the next word to the verse 
until they reach the reference. Have all of the students say the refer-
ence together. Repeat the activity going the opposite way.

TE 2-11

TE 2-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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Items Needed: TE 2-1
 Field Notes OT-2

What is prayer? Prayer is talking to God. We learned in our lesson 
today that we can talk to God just like Jonah. God hears every 
prayer, and He knows exactly what we need. Finally, we learned God 
answers our prayers. He will not always answer the way we want 
Him to, but we can know that His answer will always be the best 
way. It is important to talk to God every single day. Display TE 2-1 
and point to the second sign. We can pray knowing that God hears 
and answers our prayers.

Jonah had a change of heart when he was talking to God. He poured 
his heart out to God and God answered his prayers. When we talk 
to God, He hears and answers our prayer too. When are some times 
we can tell God how we are feeling? Encourage response. We can 
talk to God when we are happy or sad. We can talk to Him when we 
are afraid or nervous. We can talk to Him when we don’t know what 
to do in a situation and ask Him for help. We can talk to God when 
we’ve made a wrong choice. We can tell Him we are sorry and ask 
Him for forgiveness. We can ask Him to help us make right choices 
and be obedient to His Word. We can thank Him for the many good 
things He gives us. The key is to talk to Him and grow your relation-
ship with Him. Have the students refer to the Next Step on their Field 
Notes. Your Next Step is to faithfully talk with God this week. Use 
the picture of Jonah praying and the words on your Field Notes to 
remind you to talk to God too.

TE 2-1

Field Notes OT-2

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. 
Through FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and 
your family engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or 
having fun together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable mo-
ments to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No mat-
ter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

When we feel we are at our lowest, we can cry out to the Lord for 
help. We have the assurance that God hears every cry (Jeremiah 
29:12). When we humble ourselves and understand our need for 
God’s mercy, we must call out for forgiveness (Hebrews 4:16, 1 
John 19). God will not ignore us. He will listen and respond, be-
cause He is eager to forgive those who repent.

God crosses out our sin and chooses to forget each offense (Isaiah 
43:25). Because of Christ’s death on the cross, we are cleansed 
and in sweet fellowship with our merciful, compassionate God. 
Through repentance and because of forgiveness, we are no lon-
ger helpless or hopeless.

God’s love is unending. He never gave up on Jonah, and He will 
never give up on us. What a blessing to know God responds with 
mercy instead of the punishment we deserve. Just as He forgave 
Jonah and offered him another chance at obedience, He blesses 
us with the gift of forgiveness and second chances as well.

Old Testament
Lesson 3
October 20, 2019

The People of Nineveh 
Turned to God
TEXT: Jonah 3:1-10

LESSON OBJECTIVES
 Know:  Jonah told the people of Nineveh to turn to God, and they 

repented.
 Think:  God is merciful and will forgive our sin.
 Do:  Turn away from sinful choices and turn to God’s way.

APPLICATION VERSE: Psalm 130:1-2

THEME: God Forgives the Repentant

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1
q		TE 2-12
q		Crayons
q		Construction paper scraps
q		Scissors
q		Glue sticks
q		Whiteboard and markers

Option 2
q		Laundry basket

LEARN
q		TE 2-10
q		TE 2-13
q		TE 2-14

EXPLORE
q		TE 2-15
q		Black construction paper
q		Red, yellow, and green crayons
q		Scissors
q		Glue sticks

APPLY
q		TE 2-22
q		TE 2-24

RESPOND
q		TE 2-1
q		TE 2-16
q		TE 2-17
q		Field Notes OT-3
q		Two clear glasses
q		Tape
q		Marker
q		Water
q		Bleach
q		Iodine
q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jonah 3:1-2
Day 2—Jonah 3:3-5
Day 3—Jonah 3:6-7
Day 4—Jonah 3:8-9
Day 5—Jonah 3:10

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 2-12
 Crayons
 Construction paper scraps
 Scissors
 Glue sticks
 Whiteboard and markers

Before class, copy TE 2-12a for students in kindergarten and TE 2-12b 
for students in first grade. Distribute TE 2-12, crayons, scissors, and 
glue sticks to the students. Also distribute construction paper scraps 
to the students in first grade. Allow time for the kindergarten stu-
dents to color the letter F and cut and paste the letters for the word 
forgiveness. Write the word forgiveness on the whiteboard. Allow 
time for the first graders to write the word forgiveness in the spaces 
provided (using the guide on the whiteboard). Then have the first 
graders cut the construction paper into small pieces and glue them 
to the letter F.

Today we are going to learn Jonah went to Nineveh to tell the peo-
ple to turn away from their sin and turn to God. He told the people 
God would offer forgiveness if they turned away from their wrong 
ways. The word forgiveness begins with the letter F.

Option 2

Items Needed: Laundry basket

Show the students the laundry basket. How many of you have one 
of these in your house? Encourage response. What is this used for? 
Encourage response. Why do we wash our clothes? Encourage 
response. Would it be good to wear dirty clothes all the time? What 
do we need to wash our clothes? Encourage response. A washing 
machine, water, and detergent are needed to get dirty clothes clean. 
Today we will learn how the hearts of the people of Nineveh were 
made clean. How do you think they were made clean? Encourage 
response. We can’t put our heart in the bathtub or a washing 
machine. Listen carefully to learn what the people of Nineveh heard 
and how they made a very important choice.

Items Needed: TE 2-10
 TE 2-13—TE 2-14

Last week, we read the prayer Jonah prayed while he was inside the 
belly of the fish. Display TE 2-10. When we last saw Jonah, he had 
been spit out onto dry land. God gave Jonah another chance to obey 
Him and go to Nineveh to give the people God’s message. This time, 
Jonah did the right thing. Jonah obeyed God. When Jonah reached 
the city of Nineveh, he announced the message God had instructed 

Notes

TE 2-12a

TE 2-10

TE 2-12b
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him to share. Display TE 2-13 and point to the different pictures. He 
told the people they had 40 days to turn away from their bad choic-
es. If they did not turn to God, God would takeover their city. What 
do you think the people did? Did they listen to Jonah? Encourage 
response. Read Jonah 3:5. The people of Nineveh believed every 
word Jonah said. Even the king of Nineveh believed. When he heard 
Jonah’s message, he got up from his throne, took off his robe, cov-
ered himself with sackcloth, and sat down in the dust. The king did 
this to show how sad he was that he and his people had disobeyed 
God. Display TE 2-14. The king issued an official statement through-
out his entire kingdom stopping anyone from eating or drinking. The 
king told the people of the city to cover themselves with sackcloth 
and sit in the dust, just as he had done. Finally, the king told his 
people to pray to God and give up their evil ways.

The king hoped God would see the change in their hearts and 
show them kindness. So what do you think happened? Encourage 
response. God forgave the people of Nineveh. This is what God 
wanted all along. God is a great and merciful God. God gave the 
people of Nineveh another chance instead of giving them the 
punishment they deserved. God was pleased to see the people of 
Nineveh turn away from their sinful ways and turn to Him.

Items Needed: TE 2-15
 Black construction paper
 Red, yellow, and green crayons
 Scissors
 Glue sticks

Before class, copy TE 2-15 so each student will have one. The state-
ment made by the king of Nineveh is known as a fast. Let’s say 
fast together. Encourage response. It is a special time of not eating 
or drinking. There are many examples of this in the Bible. A fast 
is a way to show love for God and our desire for His forgiveness. 
Sackcloth was a fabric made of goat or camel hair that was uncom-
fortable to wear. Wearing sackcloth shows a person’s sadness over 
sin. Dust was often used to express deep sadness before God. Let’s 
make a craft to remind us to stop and repent of our sin. Yield to 
God’s ways and ask Him for forgiveness. Choose to go His way. 
Distribute TE 2-15, crayons, and scissors to the students. Assist them 
in coloring the different lights with the correct color crayon and then 
cut out the light. Distribute black construction paper and glue sticks 
to the students, and have them glue TE 2-15 to the center of the con-
struction paper.

Notes

TE 2-13

God’s mercy and forgiveness 
shows God is a personal, 
Spiritual being.

TE 2-14

TE 2-15
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Items Needed: TE 2-22
 TE 2-24

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 2-24. Display TE 2-22 and 
review the application verse with the students by reading it together. 
Today we learned Jonah went to Nineveh and told the people there, 
including the king, they were to turn away from their wrong ways 
and turn to God’s way. He did this for three days! How was the 
people’s response to what Jonah said? Encourage response. They 
cried out to God for forgiveness. Just like the writer of Psalm 130, 
they wanted God to hear their prayers. They asked God to forgive 
their wrong ways. We are learning we have forgiveness in Him when 
we repent of our sin.

Distribute the pieces from TE 2-24 to different students and have 
them line up in the correct order of the verse. Have the students read 
the phrase on the piece they are holding in the order of the verse. 
It is easier to learn a verse by phrases rather than word by word. 
Redistribute the pieces and repeat the activity as time allows.

Items Needed: TE 2-1
 TE 2-16—TE 2-17
 Field Notes OT-3
 Two clear glasses
 Tape
 Marker
 Water
 Bleach
 Iodine
 Crayons

Before class, write the word Nineveh on a piece of tape, and place 
it on a clear glass. Fill it halfway with water. Also write the words 
God’s Forgiveness on a piece of tape, and place it on another clear 
glass. Fill that glass halfway with bleach and water. Also copy Field 
Notes OT-3 so each student will have one. Display TE 2-1 and point 
to the third sign. Today we learned God forgives the repentant. The 
response of the Ninevites to God’s message gives us a good picture 
of what true repentance looks like. Distribute Field Notes OT-3 and 
crayons to the students. Display TE 2-16. Have them follow along 
and underline the italicized words on their Field Notes as you talk 
about them. Read Jonah 3:8 aloud to the students. There are three 
characteristics of repentance in this verse. As you read each point, 
squeeze a drop of iodine into the glass of water so that it gets darker 
with each one.

Field Notes OT-3

Take Note:
If you have a smaller class, mix up the pieces 
from TE 2-24 and place them face up on a 
table. Allow the students to put the words 
in the correct order of the verse. Repeat the 
activity as time allows.

TE 2-1

TE 2-16

TE 2-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 2-24

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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The Ninevites understood their need for God’s mercy (3:7-8a). The 
Ninevites called out for God to forgive them (3:8b). The Ninevites 
turned away from their sinful ways (3:8b). This is what repentance 
should look like in each of our lives too.

Did you know we all live in Nineveh? There are times when we are 
like the people of Nineveh? Point to the dark water in the glass. We 
sin and need God’s forgiveness. Pour the water and bleach solution 
into the darkened water solution, being especially careful not to spill 
any. Display TE 2-17. Jesus gives us grace and mercy. Through His 
sacrifice, we can be made clean. Jesus offers that same forgiveness 
to you, but you must choose to accept it. Jesus is the right way. If 
there’s an area in your life that you are not being obedient to God’s 
Word, make the choice to be obedient. Show repentance by turning 
away from the wrong way and toward the right way of Jesus. Have 
the students refer to the Next Step section of their Field Notes. Your 
Next Step is to turn away from sinful choices and turn to God’s way. 
If time allows, let the students find the underlined words in the word 
search.

TE 2-17

Field Notes OT-1

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

As we read through the book of Jonah, we realize that God 
intended to show mercy and compassion to the people of 
Nineveh. God also intended to show Jonah mercy and com-
passion, leading him back to obedience.

Our God is compassionate. Even when we fail, God shows us 
compassion. Because of this, we must strive to be compassion-
ate as well. Compassion allows us to love, forgive, and help 
others. We must recognize and appreciate God’s compassion 
for us, but we must also point others to His compassion (Psalm 
145:9).

Compassion moved Christ to heal the sick and raise the lame 
(Matthew 9:36). But His compassion didn’t stop there. The 
greatest act of compassion was His sacrificial death on the 
cross. Through the death of Christ, we become God’s children, 
saved through faith. May God give us the strength to mirror His 
compassion to the world (Colossians 3:12).

Old Testament
Lesson 4
October 27, 2019

God Shows 
Compassion
TEXT: Jonah 4:1-11

LESSON OBJECTIVES
 Know:  Jonah was angry when God showed compassion on the 

Ninevites.
 Think:  We are to mirror God’s compassion to those around us.
 Do:   Love, forgive, and help others in your everyday life to 

show God’s compassion through your words and actions.

APPLICATION VERSE: Psalm 130:1-2

THEME: God Shows Compassion

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		TE 2-18

q	Crayons

q	Scissors

q	Whiteboard and marker

q	Construction paper

q	Glue sticks

Option 2

q	TE 2-19

LEARN
q	TE 2-20

q	TE 2-21

EXPLORE
q	Field Notes OT-4

q	Crayons

q	Bible

APPLY
q	TE 2-22

q	TE 2-24

q	Index cards (from Lesson 1)

RESPOND
q	TE 2-1

q	Field Notes OT-4

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Jonah 4:1-2

Day 2—Jonah 4:3-4

Day 3—Jonah 4:5-6

Day 4—Jonah 4:7-8

Day 5—Jonah 4:9-11

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Items Needed: TE 2-18
 Crayons
 Scissors
 Whiteboard and marker
 Construction paper
 Glue sticks

Before class, copy TE 2-18a for the students who are in kindergarten 
and TE 2-18b for those who are in first grade. Distribute TE 2-18a and 
crayons to the students in kindergarten and let them color the letter C 
and color the letters for the word compassion using different colored 
crayons. Distribute TE 2-18b, scissors, a piece of construction paper, 
and glue sticks to the students in first grade. Write the word compas-
sion  on the whiteboard. Have them color the letters, cut them out, and 
glue them on the construction paper to spell the word compassion.

Today’s lesson is about compassion. Can you say that with me? 
Allow the students to repeat the word after you. Do any of you know 
what the word compassion means? Encourage response. It’s the 
action that comes from when we see someone who is hurting. God 
had compassion on the people of Nineveh as well as Jonah. That is 
why He saved Jonah. He wanted Jonah to tell the people of Nineveh 
to turn away from their sinful ways and turn toward His way. Today 
we will learn if Jonah had compassion for the people of Nineveh.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 2-19

Explain to the students you are going to read some statements about 
what they’ve learned this month. If it is a true statement, they are sit 
down. If it is a false statement, they are to stand up. Read the state-
ments from TE 2-19. If the statement is false, have the students tell 
you why it is false. This month, we have learned God wanted the 
people of Nineveh to turn away from their wrong ways and turn to 
His way. At the end of the lesson last week, the people had repented 
of their sin and chose to follow God. We also learned God not only 
showed compassion to the people of Nineveh, but He also showed 
compassion to Jonah when he disobeyed God. Do any of you know 
what the word compassion means? Encourage response. It’s the 
action that comes from when we see someone who is hurting. God 
was happy Jonah chose to obey Him and go to Nineveh. He was 
happy the people of Nineveh chose to follow Him. Let’s find out how 
Jonah felt about God’s compassion toward the Ninevites.

Items Needed: TE 2-20—TE 2-21

Last week, we learned the people of Nineveh turned away from their 
bad choices. God forgave them, and the people were not punished 

Notes

TE 2-19

TE 2-18a

TE 2-18a
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for their wicked ways. The hearts of the people were changed, and 
they began following God. This was the reason God sent Jonah to 
Nineveh. However, there was one person who was not happy about 
the outcome. Who do you think it was? Encourage response. It was 
Jonah! Why do you think Jonah was angry? Encourage response. 
Even though Jonah had obeyed the Lord, he was still very angry 
with the people of Nineveh. Jonah did not love them the way God 
loved them.

Read Jonah 4:2-3. In these verses we find out exactly what was 
going on in Jonah’s heart and mind. Why did Jonah run from God? 
Encourage response. Jonah knew God was a kind, loving God. Jonah 
understood if the people of Nineveh repented of their wicked ways, 
they would receive God’s forgiveness and not His punishment. But 
Jonah still wanted God to punish the people of Nineveh. So when 
Jonah shared God’s message, and the people listened and turned 
to God, Jonah became even angrier. What was Jonah forgetting? 
Encourage response. It seems Jonah had forgotten how God showed 
him kindness and mercy when God rescued Jonah from drowning 
and from the fish’s belly. Instead of accepting God’s way, Jonah 
wanted his own way. Display TE 2-20. The Bible tells us Jonah made 
a shelter to sit under in order to have some shade while he waited. 
The Lord kindly provided a plant to grow over Jonah so he would 
have extra shade. Jonah 4:6 says Jonah was thankful for the plant. 
Display TE 2-21. But the very next day, God allowed a worm to chew 
up Jonah’s plant. Jonah was so angry, hot, and miserable that he 
wanted to die. How do you think God responded to Jonah’s attitude? 
Read Jonah 4:10-11 aloud. God accused Jonah of caring more for a 
plant than for the people of Nineveh. Thankfully, God is concerned 
about the lost being found in Him.

Items Needed: Field Notes OT-4
 Crayons
 Bible

Before class, copy Field Notes OT-4 so each student will have one. 
In the Bible, the characteristic of compassion doesn’t just describe 
God; it should also describe us. When we have compassion, we are 
kind to others. Kindness should be seen in our lives. Distribute Field 
Notes OT-4 and crayons to the students.

Jesus is our compassionate Savior. Jesus’ heart of compassion was 
always on display. From healing the sick to raising the dead, Jesus 
showed kindness when He met the different needs of the people all 
around Him. His greatest act of compassion was giving His life for 
us. Read Matthew 9:36 and Matthew 14:14. These are just two of 
many verses in the Bible that tell us of Jesus’ compassion for others.

We are to be compassionate servants. As children of God, we should 
mirror the compassion of our God and Savior. Because we’ve been 
shown compassion from God, we should show compassion to oth-
ers as we serve God. Remember, God wants everyone to turn away 
from his or her sinful ways and to obeying His way. Read Colossians 
3:12 and Philippians 2:1-2.

TE 2-20

Field Notes OT-4

As God forgave the people of 
Nineveh when they repent-
ed, God offers salvation and 
forgiveness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

TE 2-21
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Have the students color the picture of Jesus and then draw a picture 
of themselves in the frame on the Field Notes.

Items Needed: TE 2-22
 TE 2-24
 Index cards (from Lesson 1)

Display TE 2-22 and review the application verse with the students by 
having them say it with you. Jonah cried to God to hear his prayers, 
and God did. God’s ears were attentive to Jonah’s voice. Were 
Jonah’s ears attentive to God’s words? Encourage response. They 
were for a little while. He did go to Nineveh and tell the people God’s 
message. But his heart wasn’t listening. He seemed to quickly forget 
God’s compassion on him. God always hears our prayers. His ears 
are always attentive to our words. We can learn from Jonah’s exam-
ple the importance of following God’s way with our actions and our 
heart. Let’s say our verse together again. Have the students say the 
verse with you. Place the pieces from TE 2-24 face up in the correct 
order of the application verse. Place the index cards so the numbers 
are visible to the students. Allow them to choose a number from the 
index cards. Find the corresponding piece from TE 2-24 and turn it 
over. Say the verse again. Let the students choose another number, 
turn that corresponding piece over, and say the verse together again. 
Repeat the activity until all of the pieces are face down.

Items Needed: TE 2-1
 Field Notes OT-4

Display TE 2-1 and point to the last sign. Today we learned God 
shows compassion. Even though Jonah had been on the receiving 
end of God’s compassion, he did not want God to show compassion 
to the Ninevites. We don’t know if Jonah ever had a change of heart, 
but what we do know is that, as children of God, we can learn from 
his example.

God shows us His compassion and we are to show compassion 
to others. God loves us so we are to love others. God wants us to 
show His love to everyone—even to people we don’t really want to. 
God forgives us so we are to forgive others. We should be thankful 
for God’s forgiveness and extend that same forgiveness to others—
even to people we don’t really want to. God helps us so we are to 
help others. His care for us should help us want to help others—even 
people we don’t really want to help. When we love, forgive, and help 
others in our everyday lives, we are showing the same compassion 
God is continually showing to us. Have the students refer to the Next 
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to love, forgive, 
and help others in your life to show God’s compassion through your 
words and actions. End class in prayer, asking God to help you and 
your students to show God’s compassion to others this week.

TE 2-1

Field Notes OT-4

TE 2-22

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 2-24

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Deuteronomy 6:5 instructs us to love God with all our heart, 
soul, and strength. This command seems impossible based on 
our sinful nature and bend toward selfishness. Loving God all 
the time requires us to shift our focus off of ourselves.

Without the cleansing power of Christ, through His sacrifice, 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit, who lives in the hearts of 
believers and empowers us to live righteously, loving God at 
any level is impossible.

Thankfully, we have been cleansed from sin, and the Holy Spir-
it lives within each Christian. We must ask God to help us love 
Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Luke 10:27). 
We need His power to do what seems humanly impossible.

As time passes and we witness God’s faithfulness, our love and 
affection for God grows deeper. Knowing God must be our first 
priority because we cannot love someone we do not know. Our 
love for Him grows as our knowledge of His love and character 
grows.

Special Topic
Lesson 1
November 3, 2019

Love God All 
the Time
TEXT: Deuteronomy 6:1-25

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: The Bible tells us about God’s great love for us.
 Think:  We are to love God and make Him a priority in our lives.
 Do:   Choose to love God with your heart, soul, strength, and 

mind.

APPLICATION VERSE: Luke 10:27

THEME: Everyday Discipleship

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 2

q		TE 3-2

q		Cardstock

q		Crayons

q		Scissors

q		Single-hole punch

q		Yarn

LEARN
q		TE 3-3

q		TE 3-4

q		TE 3-5

q		TE 3-6

q		TE 3-7

EXPLORE
q		TE 3-8

q		Scissors

q		Tape

APPLY
q		TE 3-18

q		Field Notes ST-1

q		Colored pencils

RESPOND
q		TE 3-1a

q		Field Notes ST-1

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Deuteronomy 6:1-3

Day 2—Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Day 3—Deuteronomy 6:10-15

Day 4—Deuteronomy 6:16-19

Day 5—Deuteronomy 6:20-26

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
Did you know you can download coloring pages and puzzles of the 
application verses at www.D6teacher.com?
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Option 1

I have a physical challenge for you if you think you can do it. 
Depending on the students’ response, pick one volunteer to try to 
accomplish this challenge. It is best to have only one or two students 
at a time to be sure they follow the steps; in other words, no cheat-
ing. Bend over and hold your toes with your hands. Keep your knees 
only slightly bent. Now, here’s the challenge: try to jump forward 
while staying in this position. As mentioned, let the students try this 
one at a time in front of the classroom. It will be impossible for any 
of the students to jump forward. Then, for an extra option, have each 
volunteer (still in this position) jump backward to see they can do 
that with no problem. Be sure to allow time for each student to go 
forward and backward before connecting to today’s lesson.

My challenge to jump forward and today’s Bible verses have some-
thing in common. In Deuteronomy 6, God gave specific commands 
to the Israelites as written down by Moses. One in particular is to 
love God with all our heart, soul, and strength.

Both my physical challenge in jumping forward and loving God all 
the time may seem impossible to do. The challenge of jumping for-
ward while in that position is difficult, but not impossible, if you have 
amazing strength in your leg muscles. The challenge of loving God 
all the time is difficult because we love ourselves; we want our own 
way. But it is possible as we learn more about how great God is. Our 
love grows for God as we realize how much He loves you and me.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-2
 Cardstock
 Crayons
 Scissors
 Single-hole punch
 Yarn

Before class, copy TE 3-2 on cardstock so each student will have one. 
Cut yarn into 12” sections so each student will have one. Distribute 
TE 3-2, crayons, and scissors to the students. Allow them to color the 
side with the words, and cut out the heart. Have the students draw a 
way they can show their love for God on the other side of the heart. 
Distribute a section of yarn to the students. Punch a hole at the top of 
the heart, and let the students thread the yarn through the hole and 
tie the ends together.

In today’s Bible verses, we are going to learn about loving God all 
the time. Deuteronomy 6:4 tells us to love God with all our heart, 
soul, and strength. During biblical times, not everyone had their own 
copy of God’s commands like people do today. We have many Bibles 
in our homes. In particular, God instructed the people, through 
Moses, to write down God’s commands and tie them on their hands 
and wear them on their forehead as a reminder of what they should 
do (Deuteronomy 6:8). Moses told parents to teach God’s commands 

Notes

TE 3-2

Take Note:
This is a great activity for early arrivers. They 
can show the others who arrive later (or 
really late) the challenge!
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to their children at home, walking along the road, going to bed, get-
ting up in the morning, in other words, all the time. Today we are 
going to learn what that means. Hang your heart somewhere so you 
will be reminded to love God all the time and with all your heart, 
soul, and strength.

Items Needed: TE 3-3—TE 3-7

In our lesson today, we are going to learn about some men in the 
Bible who loved God and chose to follow His instructions. Display 
TE 3-3. In Genesis 12, God chose a man named Abraham to move 
to a new land, the land of Canaan. Point to the sign on TE 3-3 
that says Canaan. Say Canaan with me. Encourage response. God 
promised to take care of Abraham and make him a great nation. 
So Abraham obeyed God’s instructions and left his home. Why 
do you think Abraham chose to trust and obey God? Encourage 
response. Abraham obeyed God because he loved and worshiped 
God (Genesis 12:8). Just like Abraham traveled to a new land, we 
are going to travel to a different part of our room to learn about 
another man who chose to obey God. Lead the class to another area 
of the room to discuss Joseph.

Display TE 3-4. Years later, Abraham’s son, Isaac, was born. Isaac 
grew into a man and had a son named Jacob. When Jacob grew 
up, he had twelve sons. Display TE 3-5. One of Jacob’s sons was 
Joseph. Joseph lived in Egypt, and he loved and obeyed God 
just like his great grandpa Abraham. God helped Joseph save his 
whole family when a famine struck their land. Let’s say famine 
together. Encourage response. Do you remember what a famine is? 
Encourage response. A famine is when there is not enough food. 
Because Joseph obeyed God, he was able to help provide food for 
his family and many others too! Let’s keep traveling! Lead the class 
to another area of the room to discuss Moses.

Display TE 3-6 and point to the different pictures. Many years later, 
there was a new Pharaoh, or leader, in Egypt, and he was afraid of 
God’s people, the Israelites. Pharaoh was afraid the Israelites would 
become too powerful because there were so many of them, even 
more than all the Egyptians! Pharaoh forced the Israelites to become 
slaves in Egypt. The Egyptians were very unkind and cruel to God’s 
people. God heard His people’s cry for help. God chose a man named 
Moses to save the Israelites and lead them to worship God in the 
land of Canaan just as God promised. Moses told Pharaoh the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob sent him to save His people (Exodus 
3:13-14). Moses was very nervous about leading the Israelites out of 
Egypt, but Moses loved God, so he obeyed. Because Moses obeyed 
God, the Israelites were no longer slaves. God allowed them to leave 
Egypt and go to the Promised Land. Let’s leave Egypt too. Lead the 
class back to the starting point.

The Israelites were free to worship the one and only true God. Display 
TE 3-7. As they traveled, God gave them rules to follow to help 
them and keep them safe. They are called the Ten Commandments. 
Why do you think the Israelites obeyed God? Encourage response. 
The Israelites obeyed God because they loved Him, and they were 

TE 3-7

God created the universe and 
everything in it.

TE 3-5

TE 3-4

TE 3-3

TE 3-6
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thankful for the many things He had done for them (Deuteronomy 
6:20-23). Remembering all the great things about God helped the 
Israelites love God and worship Him too. As we learn and remember 
all the great things about God, we will love and worship God just 
like the Israelites. We must make God a part of our lives every day 
no matter where we live or where He leads!

Items Needed: TE 3-8
 Scissors
 Tape

Before class, cut out the heart from TE 3-8. In Deuteronomy 6, 
Moses told the Israelites they must love God with all their heart, 
soul, and strength. How can we love God with everything we have? 
Encourage response. Display TE 3-8. Let’s pretend this is our heart. 
We want to love God with our whole heart, but we also love sports. 
There’s nothing wrong with enjoying sports, but if you focus more 
on sports before loving God, it can take away some of your love for 
Him. Tear off a quarter of the heart.

The same can be said for our games, toys, and electronics. None of 
these things are bad, but when spending time with them becomes 
more important than God, it takes our hearts away from Him. Tear 
off another quarter of the heart. This doesn’t mean that we must 
read our Bible every single minute, but it does mean we should love 
God more than anything else.

It’s fun and great to have friends. Our best friends can make us laugh 
and understand how we feel. But, if you care more about what your 
best friend thinks is right or wrong, instead of what God thinks, your 
love for God changes. If talking to our friends is more important than 
talking to God, we aren’t loving God with all that we have. Tear off 
another quarter of the heart.

Display the remaining piece of the heart. Look what’s left of our 
heart. God said to love Him with everything. Is this everything or 
just a part? Encourage response. This is not what God intended for 
the Israelites thousands of years ago or for you and me today. The 
good news is that God loves us no matter what, and we should 
want to love Him back with everything we have. Begin to tape the 
pieces of the heart back together. Love God all the time. Make Him 
more important than sports, games, toys, electronics, and friends. 
God is the most important!

Items Needed: TE 3-18
 Field Notes ST-1
 Colored pencils

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-1 so each student will have one. As 
just mentioned, in Deuteronomy 6, God commanded the Israelites 

Notes

TE 3-8
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Notesto love God with everything—all that is in you! Jesus repeats this 
command several times in the New Testament.

A man who knew all about God’s rules asked Jesus how to have 
eternal life—a right relationship with God. Jesus answered the man 
with this question: What does the Law of Moses say? This month’s 
application verse was the man’s answer. Display TE 3-18 and intro-
duce the application verse by having the students read it with you.

We should love God with all our heart. Are we talking about the 
heart that pumps blood through your body? Encourage response. 
No, the heart is talking about what you care about. Have the stu-
dents make a heart, cupping their two hands to form a heart shape.

Loving God with all your soul is loving Him with your entire being. 
The soul is the part that makes you who you are and that will live on 
after you die. Have students move both arms at the same time down 
and then up each side of their body.

Loving God with all your might is not about the muscles, but every-
thing God has given you. It’s everything you have available to give 
to Him. That may be your abilities or what you own. Have the stu-
dents stretch out both arms in front of them as if giving something 
away.

Loving God with all your mind is not only thinking about God, but 
also constantly learning more about Him. The more you learn about 
God, the more you will love Him. Have students tap both hands at 
least a couple of times on their head.

Notice that before each one, the word all is given. So for this word, 
let’s do the motion of both hands going around each other. Have the 
students make their hands circle around each other two times, as if 
going around and around, over again.

Let’s first say the verse again. Allow the students to use TE 3-18 as a 
guide, and then add the motions while saying the words.

Distribute Field Notes ST-1 and colored pencils to the students. Allow 
the students to color the words of the application verse. Encourage 
them to display it somewhere so they will see it and be reminded to 
love God all the time.

Items Needed: TE 3-1a
 Field Notes ST-1

Display TE 3-1a. Today we learned the Bible tells us we are to love 
God all the time. That may seem impossible to you. We want our 
own way, we love ourselves, and we sometimes blame God for the 
bad things that happen to us. But it is possible to love Him all of 
the time, or God would not have commanded us to do so. When it 
seems impossible to obey this command, it’s not really an obedi-
ence problem, but rather a heart problem. In other words, do you 
and I love God enough to obey Him all the time? When we find our-

TE 3-1a

Field Notes ST-1

TE 3-18

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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selves struggling with loving God all of the time, we must choose to 
have a thankful heart. Remind yourself—out loud if you have to—of 
all the things God has done for you and those around you. Say 
verses from the Bible to encourage you to love Him. Our application 
verse is a perfect example of one you can use to reflect on God’s 
Word. That’s why it’s so important to learn God’s Word. Say it over 
and over to help you learn and apply it to your words and actions. 
Finally, remember what John wrote in 1 John 4:19 that we can love 
God because He loved us first.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to choose to love God with all your heart, soul, 
strength,

Field Notes ST-1

Are you making a Home Connection with your kids? Home Connection is a 
FREE download that gives parents a simple way to practice faith at home 
by providing:

•  A weekly Bible passage to read together as a family
•  Suggestions to help you pray together as a family
•  Suggested activities to do as a family to put your faith in action

It’s a great tool for parents who want to pass their faith on to their children!

Also, if your church uses D6 Curriculum, Home Connection will let you know exactly what each 
member of the family is learning in small group, LIFE group, or Sunday School each week. Try 
it this week by downloading it at: www.D6home.com.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Love is more than strong feelings and fleeting emotions. Love 
is rooted in knowledge, applied in intentional decisions, and 
experienced in affection. Love is complex; therefore, loving 
God means we love everything about Him, including His words 
(Psalm 119:97).

God’s Word is a gift, an act of grace. God’s Word was given to 
us, not because we deserve it, but because Scripture is an ex-
pression of love. As believers, it is our responsibility to receive, 
read, and respond to this gift.

Reacting to what we see and hear is an inescapable part of our 
human nature. Today’s lesson leads us to answer the question: 
How do I react to God’s Word?

God’s Word leads us to worship our Savior, obey His com-
mands, repent of our sin, and praise the Lord for His many 
blessings. May we honor the Lord in our reaction to His Holy 
Word.

Special Topic
Lesson 2
November 10, 2019

Love God’s Words
TEXT: Nehemiah 8:1-18

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: Ezra read God’s Word to the people, and they obeyed it.
 Think:  We can honor God’s Word by reading and obeying it.
 Do:   Use your words to listen to God, praise Him, and ask Him 

to forgive your sin.

APPLICATION VERSE: Luke 10:27

THEME: Honoring God’s Word

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 1

q		Branches

q		Large cardboard boxes

q		Sheets

q		Large plants

Option 2

q		Camera, iPhone, iPad, etc.

LEARN
q		TE 3-9

q		TE 3-10

q		TE 3-11

q		TE 3-12

q		Bible

EXPLORE
q		TE 3-13

q		Crayons

q		Scissors

q		Black construction paper

q		Stapler

APPLY
q		TE 3-1a-b

q		TE 3-8

q		TE 3-18

q		TE 3-19

q		Beanbag

q		Bible

RESPOND
q		Field Notes ST-2

q		Bibles

q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Nehemiah 8:1-3
Day 2—Nehemiah 8:4-8
Day 3—Nehemiah 8:9-12
Day 4—Nehemiah 8:13-16
Day 5—Nehemiah 8:17-18

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
Answer keys for the Field Notes can also be downloaded at 
www.D6teacher.com.

Begin your lesson preparation early in the week. Pray for your stu-
dents that they will love and honor God’s words.
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Option 1

Items Needed: Branches
 Large cardboard boxes
 Sheets
 Large plants

Use the items you brought or borrowed to build a temporary shelter 
to teach the Bible lesson in today. Although you can do this before 
the students arrive, it is best to have them help you build part of it. 
This may seem like a lot of work to gather the supplies for the shelter, 
but the more you connect with your students and add this visualiza-
tion by transforming your room, the more your students will connect 
(and remember) the lesson.

Do you know why we’re in this tent-like booth? God commanded 
His people to live in booths or temporary shelters for seven days 
for a celebration called the Feast of Tabernacles. Have the students 
repeat “Feast of Tabernacles” with you. Why would God do some-
thing like that? Well, the sukkah, the Hebrew word for shelter or 
hut, was to remind them of the temporary housing the Israelites 
had during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Why would 
they want to remember a booth or the temporary housing? It wasn’t 
about the housing or tent or booth, but about remembering God’s 
care for them.

Would you like to have been part of this celebration? Encourage 
response. With joy and excitement, some people built shelters on 
their rooftops, some in their courtyards, some near the Temple’s 
courtyards and others in the streets. God’s Word said to do it and 
they did it. We will learn more about the Israelites’ reaction to God’s 
words.

Option 2

Items Needed: Camera, iPhone, iPad, etc.

Let’s pretend we are in a freeze frame showdown. I will read a 
statement and you will give me your honest reaction by the expres-
sions on your face or other body language. Freeze that while I take 
a photo. If you don’t have a camera or phone to be able to show the 
students immediately what they looked like, omit this part and con-
tinue with the activity. Let’s see who can stay frozen until I give the 
next statement.

Read the statements listed in the sidebar one by one to see who can 
keep his or her reaction frozen based on each statement, before mov-
ing to the next statement.

You had some pretty funny or serious reactions! If time allows, show 
the craziest photo you took during the activity. The last statement 
was I love God’s words. I hope you were honest in your reaction. 
In today’s Bible verses, we will look in the Old Testament book of 
Nehemiah to see how they reacted to hearing God’s words. Do you 
think it was good or bad or both? Let’s find out.

Notes

Take Note:
If possible, borrow the plants from various 
areas of the church facility.

I love eating sardines.

My favorite sport to play is baseball or soft-
ball.

I love to play on the computer or iPad.

I love school.

My favorite food is pizza.

I love to do homework.

Bedtime is my favorite time of the day.

I love to clean my room.

I love to read.

I like cold weather the best.

I ride a bike very well.

I love God’s words in the Bible.
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Items Needed: TE 3-9—TE 3-12
 Bible

For added emphasis, place the four pictures (TE 3-9—TE 3-12) inside 
your Bible and display them at the appointed time. This small ges-
ture not only reinforces the story is from the Bible, but it is also based 
on God’s words, not yours.

Because God’s people had worshiped idols, He sent another nation 
to remove them from the Promised Land and take them far away. 
Display TE 3-9. For 70 years God’s people were away from their 
homeland. Nehemiah was one of the men who had grown up away 
from Jerusalem, and when he heard the walls around Jerusalem 
were broken down, he asked the king to allow him to go to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the walls. Say Jerusalem with me. Encourage 
response. Display TE 3-10. The king gave Nehemiah permission to 
rebuild the walls.

Soon other people who had been taken from their homeland 
returned to Jerusalem. The Israelites asked a priest and scribe 
named Ezra to read God’s words to them. Ezra knew and wrote 
down God’s words. Display TE 3-11. So Ezra stood on a wooden 
stage where all the people could hear and see him. Ezra began read-
ing early in the morning, and he didn’t finish until the middle of the 
day. That was a long time to listen! The Bible tells us the people 
stood up the whole time Ezra read God’s words. Why do you think 
the people stood? Encourage response. The people stood to show 
love and respect for God’s words. Have the students stand up as you 
continue with the lesson.

When Ezra praised God, the people said, “Amen, amen,” and lifted 
their hands toward Heaven (Nehemiah 8:6). Have the students say, 
“Amen, amen” with you. They worshiped God as they bowed their 
heads with their faces to the ground in obedience to God’s power. 
Have the students bow down with their faces to the ground.

Display TE 3-12. Next, the Levites walked among the crowd and 
explained the meaning of the verses to help the people understand. 
This reminds me of how our pastor reads Bible verses and then 
explains what they mean and how we can use those verses in our 
lives.

What do you think the people did when they heard God’s words? 
Encourage response. The Bible tells us the people began to cry. They 
were sad when they realized they had not obeyed God. They were 
sorry for their sin, but Ezra and Nehemiah told the people not to be 
sad because this was a special, holy day. Nehemiah instructed them 
to go and celebrate with food, drinks, and gifts. Nehemiah told them 
that the joy of the LORD makes them strong. They were filled with 
such joy because they had heard and understood God’s words.

The Bible is God’s Word.

TE 3-12

TE 3-10

TE 3-9

TE 3-11
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Item Needed: TE 3-13
 Crayons
 Scissors
 Black construction paper
 Stapler

Before class, copy TE 3-13 so each student has one. Fold the con-
struction paper in half, long end to long end, and cut along the fold. 
Fold each half again, short end to short end. Gather the students 
around the table, and give each one a copy of TE 3-13, crayons, and 
scissors. Have the students color the pages and cut along the dot-
ted line. Distribute a section of black construction paper to the stu-
dents. Have them put the pages in the correct order of events with 
the words at the end and place the construction around it as a book 
cover. Staple each student’s book along the fold. We learned about 
God’s people returning to Jerusalem and hearing Ezra read God’s 
words. We are going to review today’s lesson by making a book 
with different scenes from our Bible story. You can use this book to 
tell others what you learned.

Items Needed: TE 3-1a-b
 TE 3-8
 TE 3-18—TE 3-19
 Beanbag
 Bible

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 3-19. Refer to TE 3-1a. Last 
week we learned we are to love God all the time. Hold up TE 3-8. Parts 
of the heart were torn off as we discussed how loving sports, our 
electronic devices, or even our friends can become more important 
than loving God. None of those activities, things, or people is bad, 
unless it changes our love for God. Display TE 3-1b. Today we learned 
we are to love God’s words. Display the Bible and then place it on a 
shelf or table behind you. You and I wake up determined to read our 
Bible, but we forget where our Bible is. Pretend to look around and 
then shrug your shoulders like you have given up looking for it. We are 
determined to study this month’s verse. Pick up the Bible and pretend 
to study it. But then we become distracted and rush to do something 
else. Place the Bible on a chair. As you can see by the way I treated 
this heart, it doesn’t seem that it is important to me at all. Pick up 
the Bible. Do you think someone who says he or she loves God’s 
words but never opens his or her Bible really means those words? 
Encourage response. Our words and actions must agree.

Display TE 3-18 and review the application verse with the students by 
having them read it with you. The two most important commands 
according to the Old and New Testament are to love God and love 
others. That’s simple. Last week, we learned some motions to help 
us remember the words. Review those and say the verse together.

TE 3-13

TE 3-1b

TE 3-1a

TE 3-8

TE 3-18

Application 
Verse 
Poster
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Notes

Today we learned from the Bible that God’s chosen people reacted 
not only with their words, but their actions. How we treat God’s 
words shows how we feel about God. The more we love God, the 
more we will love His words. The more we love His words, the more 
we will love Him.

Place the pieces from TE 3-19 close together on the floor. Allow the 
students to take turns tossing the beanbag toward the pieces. Turn 
over whatever piece the beanbag lands on, and say the application 
verse together. Repeat until all of the words have been turned over.

Items Needed: Field Notes ST-2
 Bibles
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-2 so each student will have one. 
Today we learned how God’s people obeyed when they heard God’s 
words, but there have been so many times throughout the Old 
Testament when God’s people did not obey God. But this time they 
chose to love God’s words. The Israelites listened and, for a very 
long time, they praised God. They were sad as they realized they 
had not been doing what God said to do. What is your response to 
God’s words? Is it love and obedience or do you ignore or disobey 
them? Distribute Field Notes ST-2 and crayons to the students. Let 
them color the pictures as you talk about our response to His words.

We are to listen to God’s words. Where are some places you hear 
God’s words? Encourage response. We should come to God’s 
house to hear God’s words, but we can also do so at home or in 
the car. Listening to God’s words is no longer just sitting down (or 
in today’s Bible verses, standing up) and hearing the Bible read or 
explained. As we learned in today’s lesson, eventually what you lis-
ten to about God makes a difference in what you believe and do for 
Him. Read Psalm 119:11 and 119:114 to the students. According to 
these verses, what are some reasons Christians should learn God’s 
Word? Encourage response. Learning God’s words keeps us from sin 
(Psalm 119:11). Our hope is in God’s words (Psalm 119:114).

We can praise God with our words. The more God’s people heard 
what God did for them and who He was, they praised Him with 
their words, “Amen, amen!” That is like saying, “That’s right, that’s 
right!” So how are you going to know about God and how to praise 
Him unless you study and learn what His Word says? The Bible is 
God’s story. Lots of people think of the Bible as stories of different 
men and women who loved God and how God helped them. For 
example, in the story of Noah and the ark, the purpose is not to learn 
how Noah was saved from the flood. The purpose is to see how 
great God is to save Noah and his family. As Christians, we need to 
continually be learning about God so we can be continually praising 
Him. Read Psalm 150:2 and Jeremiah 32:17 to the students. What are 
some reasons we can praise God? Encourage response.

Field Notes ST-2

TE 3-19

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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We can ask God to forgive our sin with our words. God is holy 
and hates sin. The Bible says we should not bring sadness to God 
because of our sin (Ephesians 4:30a). What is your reaction when 
you sin? Are you sad about your sin or just sorry you were caught? 
Encourage response. Jesus paid a high price, His own life, so our 
sins could be forgiven. When we sin, we should feel sad and ask 
God to forgive and take away our sin. He loves us and wants to do 
that. Read 1 John 1:9 and Psalm 103:12 to the students. What does 
God’s Word tell us about how God forgives? Encourage response. 
God cleanses us from our sin and He removes our sin.

Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. 
Your Next Step is to use your words to listen to God, praise Him, 
and ask Him to forgive your sin. Close by praying for your students 
to be faithful in listening and obeying God’s words.Field Notes ST-2

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. 
Through FREE weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and 
your family engage in conversation. Whether it’s making memories or 
having fun together, Splink allows you to capture those teachable mo-
ments to impress spiritual truths and life lessons on your kids. No mat-
ter where you are, there’s always time to Splink!

Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Today’s lesson focuses on loving God at home and what that 
looks like. It is important to remember each family is differ-
ent. Please be sensitive to the children as you discuss family 
life and how faith is nurtured in the home. There are multiple 
factors and scenarios to consider as you create a safe, loving 
classroom environment. Take time to remind the children that 
no family is perfect, but every family needs God’s love.

God’s Word instructs us to love and respect the people in our 
home. Loving and obeying God leads us to loving and obey-
ing our parents. God’s words tell us to honor our parents. This 
means we listen and obey, speak kindly, show compassion, 
and develop an attitude of respect.

Through the example of Joseph, encourage each student to 
honor his or her family. Remind them that showing honor is 
one way to express love. When we honor God and His Word, 
we not only gain wisdom, but we are also displaying our love 
for Him. The same is true when we our honor our parents and 
siblings. It is a true blessing to know the Lord helps us accom-
plish this.

Special Topic
Lesson 3
November 17, 2019

Love God at Home
TEXT: Ephesians 6:1-4, Genesis 37

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know: God commands us to love and honor our parents.
 Think:  We are to show God’s love for others, especially in our 

home.
 Do:  Honor your family through your thoughts, words, and 

actions.

APPLICATION VERSE: Luke 10:27

THEME: Nurturing Family Faith

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 2

q		TE 3-14

q		Crayons

q		Bible

LEARN
q		TE 3-15

q		Bag

q		Bible

EXPLORE
q		TE 3-16

APPLY
q		TE 3-18

q		TE 3-19

RESPOND
q		TE 3-1c

q		Field Notes ST-3

q		Crayons

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Ephesians 6:1-4

Day 2—Proverbs 23:22

Day 3—Proverbs 1:8-9

Day 4—Deuteronomy 5:16

Day 5—Colossians 3:20

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.

Take Note:
Remember that not all of your students’ home lives may be ideal. 
Model honor, respect, and love through your words and actions to 
the students in your classroom.



69

Option 1

Play the familiar children’s game of “Mother, May I?” to introduce 
the focus on obeying and loving parents. Line up all the students on 
one side of the room and choose a “mother” or “father” to stand on 
the other side of the room. If you have a large number of students, 
appoint one student to ask and let the group move together rather 
than each student moving while the others wait.

What did you need to do to play this game well? Encourage 
response. What do you need to do when your mom or dad says, 
“Pick up your toys,” “feed the dog,” “set the table,” or “get your 
shoes on”? Encourage response. When you are watching TV and 
your parent says that it’s time to go, what do you do? Encourage 
response. When you are playing a game and your parent says that 
it’s time for bed, what do you do? Encourage response. Sometimes 
you may want to keep on doing what you are doing and ignore 
what they are saying. Is that the right thing to do? Why or why not? 
Encourage response. What could happen if you don’t listen or obey? 
Encourage response. Today we’re going to learn about loving the 
people in our homes. One way to show that you love your parents 
is to obey them. Is this sometimes hard to do? Yes, but it is one of 
God’s commands that is very important to learn.

Option 2

Items Needed: TE 3-14
 Crayons
 Bible

Before class, find and mark Ephesians 6 in your Bible. Copy TE 3-14 
so each student has one. Distribute TE 3-14 and crayons to the stu-
dents. Instruct them to draw a picture of their family.

Everyone’s family looks different, don’t they? Encourage response. 
God created families to care for us and teach us how to grow to be 
responsible adults. It’s not easy being a parent and it’s not always 
easy being a child. Sometimes parents tell their children to do things 
they don’t want to do like pick up their toys, do their homework, 
or feed the dog. Why do you think it’s hard to always obey your 
parents? Encourage response. The Bible says children are to obey 
our parents and love the people in our home. Today we are going to 
learn why it’s important to do these things.

Notes

TE 3-14
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Items Needed: TE 3-15
 Bag
 Bible

Before class, find and mark Exodus 20 and Ephesians 6 in your Bible. 
Cut apart the pieces from TE 3-15 and place them in a bag. God cre-
ated people to live in families, love God, and love each other. God’s 
plan was for parents to teach their children to love God every day 
. . . as they eat, go places, and as they work and play together. What 
does the Bible say children are supposed to do? Read Exodus 20:12 
aloud. What does this verse say you are supposed to do? Encourage 
response. Read Ephesians 6:1 aloud. Do you know what it means 
to honor and obey your parents? Encourage response. To honor 
means to respect, to treat in a right way, or to obey. Does saying 
mean things about your parents honor them? Encourage response. 
Does talking back to your parents honor them? Encourage response. 
Allow the students to take turns choosing a piece from the bag. As 
you read the words on the piece aloud, the students will decide if the 
action honors or does not honor parents. Instruct the students to give 
a thumbs-up for honor and a thumbs-down for dishonor.

Honoring our parents means we obey and listen to them. It means 
we speak politely. It means we treat our parents with kindness as 
God planned. Read Ephesians 6:2-3 to the students. What promise 
does God give those who honor their parents? Encourage response. 
God gave parents the responsibility to teach, guide, help, love, com-
fort, and correct their children. God gave children the instructions 
to honor and obey their parents. God’s plan for us is the best plan 
to follow.

Items Needed: TE 3-16

With today’s focus on families and faith, we are giving an example 
from the Bible to illustrate this principle. The students will listen to 
some stories from the life of Joseph. Cut apart the pictures from TE 
3-16. Explain to the students they are to listen to the story, think of an 
answer to your question, when you say pair, the students will go to 
their partners, and they will share their answers, first with each other 
and then with the class. (You can also treat this as a whole group 
activity, skipping the pair step and allowing the students to share as a 
class.) Repeat the activity with each example of Joseph’s life. Be sure 
to say the word listen before reading the text that corresponds to each 
picture. Assign each student a partner before beginning the activity.

Display the side with the picture on TE 3-16a. LISTEN: Jacob had 
twelve sons, but his favorite was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a 
beautiful coat of many colors, and his brothers were very jealous. 
One day, Jacob said to Joseph, “Your brothers are taking care of the 
sheep. Go check on them, and let me know how they are doing.” 
Joseph obeyed his father (Genesis 37:3-4, 12-14).

Notes

TE 3-15

God established the home to 
make disciples and transfer 
the faith.

Take Note:
Be sensitive to those who are not living with 
their parents. Assure those students they are 
to honor the grandparents, foster parents, or 
those caring for them.

TE 3-16
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Turn TE 3-16a over. THINK: What could Joseph have done instead of 
obeying his father?

PAIR: Give students a short time to go to their partner.

SHARE: Possible answers: Joseph could have said yes, but not have 
done as his father said. He could have started to obey, but got tired 
and gave up looking for his brothers. He could have said he didn’t 
want to do it. He could have lied and said he went, but never even 
looked for them.

Display the side with the picture on TE 3-16b. LISTEN: When Joseph’s 
brothers saw Joseph coming, they made a plan to kill him. Joseph’s 
oldest brother, Reuben, did not want to kill Joseph, so he suggested 
they throw Joseph in a deep hole. Reuben was going to secretly res-
cue Joseph and take him back to their father. So they took Joseph’s 
coat from him and threw him into the pit. The brothers sold Joseph 
to traders going to Egypt. Then they put blood on Joseph’s coat and 
showed it to their father (Genesis 37:18-32).

Turn TE 3-16b over. THINK: What did Joseph’s brothers do that did 
not honor their father, Jacob?

PAIR: Give students a short time to go to their partner.

SHARE: Possible answers: They hurt Joseph, whom he loved. They 
tricked him into thinking that Joseph was dead. They didn’t care 
about his feelings.

Display TE 3-16c. LISTEN: Many years passed as God blessed Joseph 
in Egypt, and the Pharaoh placed Joseph in charge after Joseph 
explained Pharaoh’s strange dreams. There was a famine, a time 
with very little food, and Joseph made a plan to help people have 
enough food to live. Joseph’s father and brothers ran out of food, so 
they traveled to buy food in Egypt. When they bowed before Joseph 
and asked to buy food, Joseph knew who they were, but they didn’t 
know him (Genesis 45-50).

Turn TE 3-16c over. THINK: What would you want to do to the broth-
ers?

PAIR: Give students a short time to go to their partner.

SHARE: Possible answers: Treat them in a mean way. Say harsh 
words. Refuse to give them food. Get revenge and hurt them like he 
had been hurt.

Display the side with the picture on TE 3-16d. LISTEN: Joseph for-
gave his brothers. Joseph was able to see his father and the rest 
of the family. When Joseph’s father died, the brothers were afraid 
Joseph would make them pay for all the evil they did to him. Instead, 
Joseph explained how God used their bad choices for good to save 
many people’s lives during the famine. Joseph told his brothers not 
to be afraid and that he would take care of them and their families 
(Genesis 50:20-21).

Turn TE 3-16d over. THINK: What can we learn from Joseph about 
showing love to our family?

PAIR: Give students a short time to go to their partner.

SHARE: Possible answers: Forgive one another. Speak kind words. 
Don’t get revenge even when you have been wronged. Love and care 
for one another.

Notes
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Items Needed: TE 3-18—TE 3-19

What are some things children do instead of obeying their parents? 
Encourage response. What are some ways children dishonor their 
parents? Encourage response. What did we learn the Bible tells us 
about obeying and honoring our parents? Encourage response. It all 
starts in our minds. It is important to honor our parents through our 
words and actions.

Display TE 3-18 and use the motions from the first week as you review 
the application verse. What are the two most important commands 
in the Bible? Encourage response. We are to love God and love oth-
ers. We are to love the people in our homes. Some people are nicer 
to strangers than they are to the people they live with. They speak 
kindly to the janitor at school (which is a good thing), but then speak 
harsh words to a sibling. We are to show God’s love with our words 
and actions. We say kind words and we do kind things.

Distribute the pieces from TE 3-19 to the students. Allow them to 
work together to place the pieces in the correct order of the verse. 
Say the application verse together. Redistribute the pieces and repeat 
the activity so every student has a chance to participate.

Items Needed: TE 3-1c
 Field Notes ST-3
 Crayons

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-3 so each student will have one. 
Display TE 3-1c. Today we learned we are to show God’s love at 
home. Let’s think about some ways we can show God’s love to 
others in our home. What are some ways we can use our thoughts 
to honor our families? Encourage response. What are some ways 
we can use our words to honor our families? Encourage response. 
What are some actions we can do to show honor to our families? 
Encourage response. Distribute Field Notes ST-3 and crayons to the 
students. Allow them to draw pictures of some different ways they 
can use their thoughts, words, and actions to show honor to their 
families.

Families are not perfect. Everyone says and does wrong things—
even parents. But we need to keep loving and praying for each other. 
We need to respect our parents. We need to love, honor, and sup-
port one another. Have the students refer to the Next Step section 
on their Field Notes. Your Next Step for this week is to honor your 
family through your thoughts, words, and actions. Use the pictures 
you drew on your Field Notes as reminders to show honor to the dif-
ferent people in your family. End class with prayer for your students 
and their families. Ask God to help them honor each other, show 
their love for each other, and remember His love for each of them. Field Notes ST-3

TE 3-1c

Field Notes ST-3

TE 3-18

Application 
Verse 
Poster

TE 3-19

Application 
Verse 

Activity
Pieces
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THE MORE YOU KNOW:

Today’s lesson emphasizes one of the greatest command-
ments of Jesus: loving our neighbors. God desires for us to 
show His love to everyone. As followers of Christ, our actions 
must reflect our words. If we do not show God’s love to others, 
no matter what we say, we will not communicate the message 
of God’s love.

Loving others usually costs us something, but it is good and 
right and worth it.

Jesus is the perfect example of displaying love to all people. 
His sacrificial death was the ultimate display of love (Philippi-
ans 2:8). We must try to emulate Christ’s love for others.

The parable of the Good Samaritan embodies the act of show-
ing God’s love. Jesus uses this example to remind us that we 
are to not only love our neighbors, but also our enemies (Luke 
6:27-28). This requires both help and wisdom from God.

As believers, we should attract others through our loving words 
and behavior. We must follow the example of the Samaritan. 
Although he was the least likely to show compassion, he saw 
someone in need, and he loved freely, generously, and without 
expectation.

Special Topic
Lesson 4
November 24, 2019

Show God’s Love 
to Everyone
TEXT: Titus 2:1-15, Luke 10:25-37

LESSON OBJECTIVE
 Know:  The Good Samaritan gives us a biblical example of how to 

show God’s love to others.
 Think:  God commands us to love others.
 Do:  Put your love for God and others into action.

APPLICATION VERSE: Luke 10:27

THEME: Modeling the Faith

PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST
CONNECT
Option 2

q		One empty plastic bottle

q		One chenille stem

q		Strong magnet

q		Scissors

LEARN
q		TE 3-17

q		Props

EXPLORE
q		TE 3-1a

q		TE 3-1b

q		TE 3-1c

q		TE 3-1d

APPLY
q		TE 3-18

RESPOND
q		Field Notes ST-4

q		Crayons

q		Whiteboard and marker

DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS

Day 1—Titus 2:1-2

Day 2—Titus 2:3-5

Day 3—Titus 2:6-10

Day 4—Titus 2:11-12

Day 5—Titus 2:13-15

Copyright 2019. This study is licensed to the purchasing church and only to be used by the teacher or teaching team for one group or class. Sharing copies of this study is unethical, illegal, and 
hinders the efforts of the publisher to provide high quality, affordable resources to you.
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Option 1

Tell the students they can move about the room until you say stop 
and make the action with your hand motion to stop (hand held up). 
The students must immediately stop and not move until you say go 
and make the action with your hand motion to go (wave hand as if 
to come here). Perhaps practice one or two times to be sure the stu-
dents understand. Begin with go and let the students move for just a 
few moments and then shout stop and hold up your hand. Continue 
saying stop and go with just a few moments in between. If you let the 
students have too much time, the focus will be lost.

After several times, start mixing up the hand signals and the stop and 
go commands. Yell go, but make the hand signal motion for stop. It 
will be confusing, but just keep getting them mixed up and then cor-
recting them until allotted time for this option is over.

Was it confusing when I motioned you to go but shouted the word 
stop? Encourage response. Just as the right action had to be given 
with the right word, for followers of Jesus, our words and actions 
must match. If you yell the words, “I hate you” and storm out of 
the room in anger and then later begin to quote Luke 10:27 on 
loving God and loving others, do those words and actions match? 
Encourage response.

No matter what we say, if we do not show God’s love to others, it 
will not communicate the message of God’s love. Today we will hear 
Jesus’ answer when He was asked to whom we are to show God’s 
love.

Option 2

Items Needed: One empty plastic bottle
 One chenille stem
 Strong magnet
 Scissors

Before class, cut the chenille stem into at least 1” pieces (no need for 
perfect measuring).

Hold up the empty plastic bottle. Have a volunteer to put a piece of 
the chenille stem in the bottle. Ask the volunteer if he or she can 
move the chenille stem inside the bottle without touching or moving 
the bottle. After his or her response, then show the magnet and have 
the volunteer place the magnet on the outside of the bottle and try 
to move the chenille stem with the magnet. Allow different students 
to have a turn trying this experiment.

What is the chenille stem doing to the magnet? Encourage response. 
This happens because magnets have an invisible force field, which 
causes it to attract and stick to metals such as those inside the piece 
of chenille stem. This force is strong enough to pass through some 
materials like the plastic of this container.

Notes
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This reminds me of today’s Bible lesson. Throughout the Bible, we 
are commanded to love God and love others. In other words, we 
should be like this magnet. There is something different about fol-
lowers of Jesus that should attract other people. Others should see 
our loving words and loving actions and be attracted to us. That is 
not so we will get any attention or praise, but so we can tell them 
about Jesus’ love.

In the New Testament, Paul wrote a letter to Titus, one of the 
Christian leaders about how to live right, God’s way. Today, we will 
look at an example of someone living God’s way in a story Jesus 
told (Luke 10). Listen to see why Jesus told this story.

Items Needed: TE 3-17
 Props (see sidebar)

Refer to the sidebar for a list of characters needed. If your class is too 
small for at least the main characters, consider combining with the 
Explorers or Discovery Kids class or recruit teenagers to help your 
class. Also, if you brought props, distribute them to the students. 
Consider videoing the drama to show the students.

Paul wrote a letter to a young man named Titus. Titus was leading 
and guiding the church by teaching the people the right way to live. 
This included how to love the right way. The best example of loving 
others is Jesus. Display TE 3-17. We are going to look in the book of 
Luke at a time when a man came to Jesus asking questions about 
how to have eternal life and how to love your neighbor. The man 
knew the law God gave to Moses that said, “You are to love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor 
like you love yourself.” Jesus shared a story with the man to help 
him understand who his neighbor was. Allow the students who are 
participating in the drama to come forward. As you narrate, allow the 
students to act the story out.

A Jewish man was taking a trip. (Jewish man starts walking across 
the front of the room.) He was traveling on a dangerous road, and 
there were many thieves ready and watching for someone to pass 
by. (Thieves wait hidden in the distance.) As the man traveled, the 
thieves attacked him, robbed him, and beat him up. (Thieves grab 
him and pretend to hit him and the man falls to the floor). The 
thieves left him hurt and near death on the side of the road. (Thieves 
run off with the man’s money and stuff.)

The man lay by the side of the road, wondering if anyone would help 
him. Just then, a priest who worked at the temple came walking by. 
(The priest enters and walks by the man.) “Surely, he will help me,” 
he must have thought, but the priest walked by on the other side of 
the road. (The priest walks by the man and off the scene.)

“Oh, I will surely die if someone doesn’t help me,” the man must 
have thought. He saw someone else coming in the distance and 
hoped that he would help. This man was a Levite who helped the 

Notes

TE 3-17

Pieces of fabric and/or scarves for head-
pieces, two pieces of poster board—one that 
says “Jerusalem,” and the other pointing in 
the opposite direction that says “Jericho,” a 
backpack or pouch for the Jewish man, coins, 
and bandages

Characters Needed: Jewish man, Robbers 
(at least two), Priest, Levite, Samaritan, and 
Innkeeper
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priests at the temple. (The Levite walks toward the man.) The Levite 
crossed to the other side of the road. (The Levite shakes his head 
as if to feel sorry for the man.) The Levite saw how badly the man 
was was hurt. Surely he would help him, but the Levite passed on 
by without helping. (The Levite walks away and leaves the scene.)

The hurt man could not even stand up by himself. (The man tries to 
get up, but falls back down.) There was no way he could keep travel-
ing to get the help he needed.

Just then, he saw another man coming down the road. The man 
coming toward him was a Samaritan. (The Samaritan enters the 
scene.) Samaritans are a group of people from the country of 
Samaria, and the Jews did not get along with Samaritans. In fact, 
they were enemies. But the Samaritan stopped and got off his don-
key! (The Samaritan pretends to get off donkey and kneels beside 
man.) He was sorry that someone had treated this Jewish man so 
badly. He cleaned his sores and poured oil on them to help them 
heal. He put bandages on them to keep them clean. (The Samaritan 
pretends to pour oil and wrap bandages around man.)

The Samaritan put the Jewish man on his donkey and started down 
the road. (The Samaritan helps the man up and pretends to put him 
on his donkey.) When they came to the nearest inn, the Samaritan 
stopped and took care of the hurt traveler. (The Samaritan makes 
sure he is resting and pretends to treat his sores again.) The next 
morning, the Samaritan had to leave, but he paid the innkeeper 
money to help the hurt man. “If this is not enough, I will pay you 
more when I come again,” he told the innkeeper. (The Samaritan 
pretends to pay the innkeeper.)

Have the participants return to their seats. Jesus turned to the man 
and asked him which of the three men was a neighbor to the hurt 
traveler. The man answered, “The one who showed kindness.” 
Jesus said, “Go and show kindness to others.”

Don’t forget to watch the video if you made one. It’s a great way to 
review the story.

Items Needed: TE 3-1a—TE 3-1d

Titus encouraged the Christians to behave well so others would 
know they followed God. Titus was a good example, teaching the 
older and younger people. God places people in our lives that we 
can learn from and people we can teach. We are to help each other 
keep growing as followers of Christ.

Do you remember how during the first lesson we tore away parts of 
the heart to show how our love for other things is sometimes more 
than our love for God? Encourage response. Refer to TE 3-1a. When 
are we to love God? Encourage response. We are to love God all the 
time.

Notes

TE 3-1

God established the church to 
make disciples and transfer 
the faith.
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Notes During our second lesson, we tossed aside a Bible to show how we 
treat God’s words reflects how we treat Him. Refer to TE 3-1b. We 
are to love God’s words.

Refer to TE 3-1c. Last week we learned we are to show God’s love at 
home by obeying and honoring our family. We were challenged to 
honor our families through our thoughts, words, and actions.

Display TE 3-1d. This week, we learned we are to show God’s love 
everywhere. God wants us to love everyone because He loves every-
one.

Items Needed: TE 3-18

Display TE 3-18 and review the application verse with the students 
by saying it together. Because of God’s command to love Him with 
all our heart, soul, mind and strength, we know Christ followers are 
to love Him all the time. But we are to also show His love to those 
around us. Who is your neighbor? Your neighbor is not just the per-
son who lives next door to you. According to Jesus, your neighbor 
is anyone who needs your help. Who are some people who might 
need your help? Encourage response. Think about someone or a 
few people to whom you need to show God’s love. Maybe it is a 
classmate who annoys you or maybe it is a family member you don’t 
really get along with. Start with asking God to help you show His 
love to them through your words and actions. Pray for that person 
and for times to show love to him or her. When we love others, we 
are showing love for God.

Have the students find a partner with whom to say the application 
verse. Allow the students to use the motions to help remind them 
of the words. End the activity with the students saying the verse 
together as a class.

Items Needed: Field Notes ST-4
 Crayons
 Whiteboard and marker

Before class, copy Field Notes ST-4 for each student. How can you 
show love to others this week? Showing love to others can be as 
simple as giving someone a smile. It doesn’t have to be something 
big to mean something to a person needing help. The first thing to 
do is notice when others are hurting or need something. Just as two 
people in the story passed by the wounded man without helping, 
we can pass by others and not even notice they need help. There 
are so many who need love and help. When someone is sitting alone 
at the lunch table, what could you do to show love? Encourage 
response. We can show love by sharing our crayons with a class-

TE 3-18

Application 
Verse 
Poster



mate. We can show love by giving encouragement to someone. We 
must pay attention to what others might need.

Then you must do what you can to help. We can say we want to help 
someone, but we must do more than just talk. We must be willing 
to take action. How did the Good Samaritan take action when he 
saw the injured man? Encourage response. The Good Samaritan 
was very loving and brave to help the wounded man. Loving others 
usually costs us something, but it is good and right to show love 
and to help everyone.

How can you show love this week? Brainstorm some ways and write 
them on the whiteboard (see sidebar for suggestions). Distribute 
Field Notes ST-4 and crayons to the students. Allow time for them to 
color the heart and the words Love God and Love Others. Encourage 
the students to display the heart somewhere they will see it often to 
remind them to show love to God and others. Have the students refer 
to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to put 
your love for God and others into action.

Close with a prayer asking God to help you and your students show 
love to others.
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Field Notes ST-4

Field Notes ST-4






