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Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n  Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n   Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n  Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n  You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

�Bible Point 
We can trust God with 
the future.

Key Verse
“So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen 
you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my 
righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10). 

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn that 
they can trust God with 
their future.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

The Packing Game  
(about 15 min.)
Take turns packing 
items in a suitcase 
and sharing what 
the items might 
symbolize.

suitcase; various 
travel items such as 
clothes, toiletries, 
books, postcards, 
photographs, and an 
alarm clock (1 item 
per student)

2

Bible 
Exploration

God—Don’t Leave 
Home Without Him! 
(about 20 min.)
Research Gideon’s 
victory over the 
Midianites as they 
discuss what Gideon 
might have packed 
for each part of his 
adventure.

Bibles, paper, pens, 
newsprint, markers, 
CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F ifth- and sixth-graders are scared of the future but also excited to see what’s in store 
for them. They’re on the cusp of independence in many ways. Use this lesson to 

help kids build the solid foundation they’ll need to be prepared for the future. Help them 
realize that a close relationship with God will sustain and guide them throughout their 
lives, starting now.

God Helps Gideon Defeat the 
Midianites Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Defeating My Personal 
Midianites 
(about 15 min.)
Identify difficult situations 
they’re facing, decide what 
they need to pack in order 
to face those situations, 
and affirm each other using 
the Key Verse.

Bibles, pens, Bible Buzz, 
CD player, copies of the 
lyrics (at the end of this 
lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 1 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

You and Me, God 
(about 10 min.)
Read a poem about God’s 
guidance, and write a 
personal ending to the 
poem as a prayer to God.

pens, Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack: “Biking 
With God” poster

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bible Buzz

Tear out the letter to 
parents from the back of 
each Bible Buzz student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Helps Gideon Defeat the Midianites
Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24

Judges Were Called by God 
When Crises Erupted

This lesson begins a section looking at the period of 
the judges. After Joshua died, there was no immediate, 
clear leader of the people of Israel. Instead, God raised 
up different leaders at different times for different tasks, 
and they all received special power from God to do 
what God wanted them to do. These leaders were 
called judges, though they didn’t function primarily as 
arbitrators or administrators of justice. In most cases, 
they were military leaders, called upon to deliver Israel 
from foreign enemies. 

God Calls the Unlikely Gideon 

Gideon’s description of himself might remind us of the 
great King David, who was yet to come. Both were the 
youngest in their families. Gideon did not think of himself 
as a military leader, but God knew what Israel needed. 
Israel didn’t need a leader who would trust in his military 
ability; rather, Israel needed a leader who would humbly 
rely on God for guidance and strength.

God Wins the Battle  
Against the Midianites 

God’s instructions to whittle Gideon’s army to 300 men 
seem absurd. But God wanted the people of Israel to 
see that they were saved by God’s power rather than 
their own military might. We aren’t told why the manner 
of the soldiers’ drinking—either by stooping to drink 
the water directly or cupping it to their mouths—was 
significant. Perhaps it was simply a way to reduce the 
number of men; perhaps it was a method to choose 
those who were most alert. The 300 men who kept their 
heads up may have demonstrated an alertness that was 
lacking in the men who stooped to drink.

It’s astonishing that the Israelites didn’t strike anyone 
with a sword at the beginning of the battle. After raising 
their torches and blowing their trumpets, Gideon and his 
soldiers held their positions while the Midianites turned 
upon one another with their swords (Judges 7:21-22)—
God won the battle for them.
 
The Jesus Connection

When we have a relationship with Jesus, no matter 
what happens to us, we can be sure he’ll be there.
 
Think back on Gideon’s feelings of inadequacy. 
When have you felt that way? How did God help you 
through it? How did that experience help grow your 
faith? Pray that in your inadequacies, God will help 
you lean on your faith and move forward in confident 
trust. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

The Packing Game 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Set out the 
suitcase and various travel items. You’ll need at least one item for each student in your 
class.

Say: Today we’re going to talk about the future.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think you’ll be doing in the future? 
 n  What do you think you need to do now in order to prepare for your future?

Say: Now I’d like you to think about some of the things you might need to pack, or 
take with you, in order to be prepared for the future. You might think of tangible 
items such as a coat or intangible items such as hope.

Have kids share their ideas. Then point out the suitcase and the items you brought.

Say: Today I’ve brought items that someone might pack for the future as well as 
a suitcase to pack them in. I’d like you to look over these items for a minute and 
choose an item that you’d like to take with you into the future. Then think of what 
intangible thing the item might represent in your future. For example, if you choose 
a bar of soap, it might represent the need to have Jesus cleanse your life from sin. 
Then, one at a time, I’d like you to come forward, pick up the item you chose, put it 
in the suitcase, and tell what the item represents for you. If someone else chooses 
the item you wanted, that’s okay. You can either choose another item or take the 
item out of the suitcase and then put it back in while you tell what it represents.

Choose one person to go first. When that person has finished, have him or her choose 
someone to go next. Continue in this manner until everyone has had a turn.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Is it hard to think of intangible things that you might need in the future? 

Why or why not?
 n  When preparing for the future, do you think that intangible things such as 

courage or faith in God are just as important as physical things such as 
money or clothing? Why or why not? 

 n Why do you think it’s important to prepare for your future? 

The Packing Game 
Supplies

suitcase
various travel 
items such as 
clothes, toiletries, 
books, postcards, 
photographs, and an 
alarm clock (1 item per 
student)
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Say: Today we’re going to learn about a man named Gideon whose future didn’t 
look very bright. But he trusted God to help him pack the right things to face his 
future with courage and hope. Let’s learn more about Gideon and we’ll see that 
 WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God—Don’t Leave Home Without Him!  

What You’ll Do 
Give each person a Bible, and have kids form four groups. Give each group paper, a 
pen, newsprint, and markers.

Say: Today we’re going to explore the story of Gideon’s great victory over the 
Midianites. In Gideon’s day, the Israelites had disobeyed God, so God had allowed 
the Midianites to conquer them, destroy their crops, and basically make their lives 
miserable. The Israelites cried out to God and asked him to help them. This is 
where we come in. You’re going to explore the rest of the story in sections.

Assign each group one of these Scripture sections: Judges 6:11-16; 7:1-8; 7:9-14; and 
7:15-24. Have each group select a Reader, a Recorder, an Artist, and a Presenter.

Say: First, your Reader will read the story out loud while the rest of you follow 
along in your Bibles. As the Reader reads, I’d like you to think about the items that 
Gideon needed to pack to be prepared for the future that God had in store for him. 
Remember to think of both tangible and intangible things. When you’ve finished 
reading, share your ideas and the Recorder will write them on the paper.

Give groups some time to do this. As groups begin working, circulate among the groups 
who have later sections of the story to catch them up on what happened prior to their 
portions of the story.

When groups have finished reading and discussing their ideas, say: Now it’s the Artists’ 
turn. I’d like you to draw a suitcase on your piece of newsprint. This can be as 
simple or as detailed as you’d like. I’d like you to “pack” the things your group 
discussed by drawing a symbol to represent each object inside the suitcase. For 
example, if your group said that Gideon would need to pack “hope” for the future, 
you could draw a symbol for hope on the newsprint, such as a pair of eyes looking 
up toward God. Everyone in the group needs to give the Artists input as they draw. 
Give Artists some time to work.

Say: Now it’s the Presenters’ turn. Each Presenter will share a brief summary of 
what happened in his or her group’s Scripture section and then show what Gideon 
needed to pack in his suitcase. We’ll be sharing the story in order.

God—Don’t Leave 
Home Without Him! 
Supplies

Bibles
paper
pens
newsprint
markers
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Facing the Future: 
Parts 1-3” (tracks 2-4)
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Have each Presenter share his or her group’s information, beginning with the first group.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Why was it important for Gideon to prepare for the future? 
 n  In what ways did God guide Gideon and help him pack the right things for 

his future?
 n  How did Gideon trust God with his future? 
 n  Would you have wanted to be in Gideon’s shoes? Why or why not?

Say: Gideon’s situation may have seemed hopeless at times, and he may have felt 
as if it would be impossible to conquer the Midianites. But he prepared for the 
future by placing his trust in God and relying on God’s strength and power. As a 
result, God helped Gideon defeat the Midianites! Isn’t that exciting? Let’s see how 
we can trust God to help us defeat the “Midianites” in our own lives.

If you have extra time, listen to tracks 2-4 on the CD: “Facing the Future: Parts 1-3.” 
Have kids discuss how the characters in each of these situations can trust God with the 
future.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Defeating My Personal Midianites 

What You’ll Do 
Have students turn to “Packing for My Future” in Bible Buzz, and give each person a pen 
and a Bible.

Say: We all have difficult situations in our lives—situations that may seem impossible 
to get through. But, even when times get tough, God wants us to trust him with the 
future. These difficult situations could be considered our own personal Midianites. 
I’d like you to take a minute to think about what your Midianites are right now. Write 
those situations in the first part of the suitcase.

Give students a minute to think and write.

Say: In today’s Bible story, we saw the things that Gideon packed to prepare him to 
face the Midianites. I’d like you to take a minute now to think of the things you need 
to pack to prepare yourself to face your own personal Midianites. Write those things 
in the second part of your suitcase.

Defeating My Personal 
Midianites 
Supplies

Bibles
pens
Bible Buzz
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “So Do Not Fear” 
(Isaiah 41:10) (track 5)

Defeating My Personal 
Midianites 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 1 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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After a minute or two, have students form pairs.

Say: In your pairs, I’d like you to share what you wrote on your Bible Buzz page. If 
you’re uncomfortable with sharing specifics about your personal Midianites, just 
share in more general terms with your partner.

Give partners some time to share. Then have partners read the Key Verse, Isaiah 41:10, 
together in Bible Buzz: “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.” Ask partners to affirm each other by saying the Key Verse aloud and personalizing 
it for their partners. For example, someone might say, “Sarah, do not fear, for God is with 
you; do not be dismayed, for he is your God. He will strengthen you and help you; he will 
uphold you with his righteous right hand.”

Pass out copies of the lyrics, and lead kids in singing “So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) 
(track 5). Play the song a second time, and have students say their partners’ affirmation 
during the appropriate part of the song. 

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.
So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What did you discover about how we can trust God with the future?
 n  Is it easy or difficult to trust God with the future? Explain. 
 n  What could you do to trust God more? 
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Say: We all need encouragement to trust God more in our lives. Let’s read a poem 
that expresses this. 

You and Me, God 

What You’ll Do 
Display the “Biking With God” poster from the Teacher Pack, and have students gather 
around it. Ask for volunteers to read stanzas of the poem. Then have kids find the “Bike 
Prayer” section in Bible Buzz.

Say: Think about how you could write an ending to this poem from your personal 
perspective. Then take a few minutes to write this ending as a prayer to God.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How did the bike rider’s experience change when he or she let Christ take 

control of the future?
 n  How did Gideon’s life change when he let God take control of his future? 
 n  How might your experience change if you let God take control of your 

future? 
 n  What change can you make today to trust God with the future? 

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
 WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on the Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Find another verse in the Bible that reminds you how God sees our future 

and is still in control. Write your verse on a notecard and look it over each 
day.

 n  Every morning when you get up, pray to God and give him control of your 
day. Then watch what happens.

 n  Share with a friend how you’re trusting God this week, and ask him or her 
to remind you of your commitment.

You and Me, God 
Supplies

pens
Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack
“Biking With God” 
poster

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE. Let’s trust him by following 
through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about trusting God. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Say: Let’s all make a commitment to trust God more as we pray.

Close in prayer as a group, thanking God for giving us the things we need to move 
toward the future and asking God to help us trust him with the future.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Tear out the letter to 
parents from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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Lyrics 

So Do Not Fear (Isaiah 41:10)

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.
So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.



15

Lesson 2 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

Lesson 2 

�Bible Point 
God gives us gifts to 
serve him.

Key Verse
“Each one should 
use whatever gift 
he has received to 
serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s 
grace in its various 
forms” (1 Peter 4:10).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Kids will use the gifts 
God has given each of 
them, to serve him and 
others.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

All Wrapped Up 
(about 15 min.)
Wrap up a student 
and unwrap boxes to 
understand that each of 
us is full of many gifts.

1 box per student,  
ribbon, wrapping paper, 
tape, scissors

Tie ribbon around each 
box, and place one on 
each chair. 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Whose View?  
(about 25 min.)
Create a skit illustrating 
the Bible story from 
various viewpoints.

Bibles; props such as 
camping gear, a rope, a 
rock, a bone, a piece of 
string, a candle, a stuffed 
toy donkey, a woman’s 
dress and accessories, 
coins, a fork, and a 
pillow; art supplies such 
as chenille wires, glue, 
construction paper, tape, 
scissors, and craft sticks; 
tablecloth; Bible Buzz; 
pens
Teacher Pack: “A 
Different Point of View” 
activity cards

Separate the “A 
Different Point of 
View” activity cards. 
Tear out the Lesson 2 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book. 
Place the assortment 
of props and craft 
supplies on a table, 
and cover it all with a 
tablecloth. 

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

A s fifth- and sixth-graders continue to mature, their self-absorption begins to wane. 
There is a distinct change in kids’ lives as they begin to understand that the world 

doesn’t revolve around their needs and that they are called to focus on others’ needs. 
Use this lesson on gifts to reinforce God’s command to use our gifts to serve others.

Samson Receives Strength  
From God Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES SUPPLIES

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

I’m Gifted   
(about 20 min.)
Discover their own gifts and 
how they will use their gifts to 
serve others.

Bible Buzz, pens, 
slips of colored paper

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Samson Receives Strength From God
Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30

The Nazarite Vow

Before he was born, Samson was set apart to live the 
life of a Nazarite (Judges 13:2-7). A Nazarite abstained 
from wine, never used a razor, and avoided contact 
with any dead body.

Even though Samson was declared a Nazarite, he 
likely adhered only to the second of these practices. In 
fact, an examination of his life as described in Judges 
14–16 reveals that he was not a particularly religious 
or even morally upright person. Even so, God selected 
him and used him mightily in delivering Israel from the 
Philistines. 

Samson’s Great Victories  
and Failures 

In spite of his great victories for Israel, Samson is 
especially known for his failure. He could have led 
Israel to a position of great strength. He could have 
led people back to God. He could have wiped out the 
Philistines, preventing them from ever bothering Israel 
again. Instead, he confided in the foreign woman whom 
he apparently loved, but who was set on his destruction. 
Even so, the New Testament doesn’t remember Samson 
as a failure. In Hebrews he is listed among those who 
faithfully served God (Hebrews 11:32). 

In spite of his failings, Samson had kept his vow to 
keep his hair long. When he told Delilah the secret of his 
strength and his hair was cut, everyone could see that 
God was no longer working in Samson’s life.

Samson, Humiliated by 
Philistines, Is Redeemed  

The temple in which Samson was mocked was not 
only a temple to the god Dagon, but it was also an 
entertainment center. Thousands crowded into the 
temple to see Samson in disgrace. They even gathered 

on the roof to see the spectacle below. Archaeological 
evidence has revealed that one type of ancient temple 
was supported by two central wood pillars on marble 
bases. His strength renewed by God, Samson was able 
to push those pillars off their bases, thereby collapsing 
the whole roof and killing everyone under and on top of it.
 
The Jesus Connection

It’s great to have a friend in Jesus! When we mess up, 
he’s always there to forgive us. 

Samson had unbelievable strength that he started 
out using for God. But then he messed up—big time! 
When have you felt you’ve really messed up? How 
has that failure affected your serving God? Talk to 
God about that. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

All Wrapped Up 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Say: I guess 
you are wondering about the gifts. Thank you for your patience and not opening 
your gift. Before you open your gift, I need a volunteer.

Have a student come to the front, and begin wrapping him or her in wrapping paper. 
Don’t address why you are doing this. Just start wrapping the paper around the 
volunteer, taping it securely as your students watch. Be as crazy as you can, but be safe. 
(For example, you obviously don’t want to wrap the face.) As you are wrapping, talk 
about gifts. You could say things such as “I love to get gifts. It always makes me feel so 
good.” When you have finished wrapping your student, have him or her stand up in the 
front. (By the time you are finished wrapping the volunteer, he or she probably won’t be 
able to do anything else!) Don’t explain anything; keep the students guessing.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n Why do you like receiving gifts?
 n What was the best gift you ever received?
 n How does receiving a gift make you feel?

Say: You probably guessed that today we are talking about gifts—but not just 
ordinary gifts. Rather, we’ll be focusing on some very special gifts…such as this 
gift we have here that’s wrapped up so nicely.

Move the wrapped student to the middle of the room. Tell the volunteer to burst out of 
the wrapping paper and stand with hands in the air as you finish talking.

Say: We will talk about the gift each of you is to the world around you. Do you know 
why you are a gift to the world? Because God has blessed you in many ways with 
special talents. Let’s focus now on the gift box you have in front of you. And, yes, 
now you can finally open it.

As students open the gift boxes, their expectations will be high as they hope for 
something neat inside. As they discover the boxes are empty, they’ll begin to question 
what kind of gift this is. When all the gift boxes have been opened, say: Although you 
might be disappointed, I can promise that you will leave today with a different kind 
of gift. You are a gift created by God. Not only did he create us, but he also blessed 
us with many gifts. We are going to discover that  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO 
SERVE HIM.

All Wrapped Up 
Supplies

1 box per student
ribbon
wrapping paper
tape
scissors

All Wrapped Up 
Easy Prep

Tie ribbon around each 
box, and place one on 
each chair. 
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Have kids put their gift boxes in a safe place. You will need them at the end of class.

 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Whose View?  

What You’ll Do 
Say: I have some interesting things on this table. You’ll use these items to tell the 
story of Samson from five different points of view. Samson was an Israelite who 
was known for his great strength but also for his weaknesses. God gave Samson 
many gifts and wanted him to use his gifts to bring glory to God. We meet up with 
Samson in the book of Judges. Before I show you what’s under this tablecloth, 
we’re going to read about Samson together. Let’s open our Bibles to Judges 15:9.

Form five groups, and have volunteers take turns reading Judges 15:9-16 and 16:4-30 
aloud. 

When groups have finished reading, hand each group one of the five “A Different Point 
of View” activity cards. Then remove the tablecloth and let kids examine the items on 
the table. Tell the groups that they will present skits to the class, depicting the part of 
today’s Bible story on their cards—from the viewpoint on their cards. Groups must 
choose at least three items from the table to use in their skits. Groups can use the same 
items as other groups. Explain that the items can be used as props, characters, or part 
of the set design, as long as all the items are used in a creative way.

Say: You have 10 minutes to create a skit retelling your part of today’s Bible story. 
Remember to use at least three items from the table and to tell the story from the 
point of view found on your card. I will be coming around to help you.

When time is up, have each group present its skit in the correct order. Let kids from 
the other groups try to guess the viewpoint presented. Allow time for students to ask 
questions about the viewpoint, the story, or the items used by each group. Then gather 
everyone together for the following questions.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How is it helpful to look at this story from different viewpoints? 
 n  If Samson walked into this room, what do you think he would say about his 

gifts?
 n  How did Samson use the gifts God gave him? 
 n  How is that similar to the way you used the items I gave you for presenting 

your skit? 

Whose View?
Supplies

Bibles
props such as camping 
gear, a rope, a rock, a 
bone, a piece of string, 
a candle, a stuffed toy 
donkey, a woman’s 
dress and accessories, 
coins, a fork, and a 
pillow

art supplies such as 
chenille wires, glue, 
construction paper, 
tape, scissors, and 
craft sticks

tablecloth
Bible Buzz
pens
Teacher Pack
“A Different Point of 
View” activity cards

Whose View? 
Easy Prep

Separate the “A 
Different Point of View” 
activity cards. Tear out 
the Lesson 2 pages 
from each Bible Buzz 
student book. Place the 
assortment of props 
and craft supplies on 
a table, and cover it all 
with a tablecloth. 
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Have students find the “Treasures, Abilities, and Trials” section in Bible Buzz. 

Say: Let’s write down some of Samson’s gifts under each of these headings. 
Treasures are things that Samson received from others. Abilities are special gifts 
God gave him. Trials are difficult situations that Samson turned into blessings 
for himself and for others. As we talk about Samson, be sure to write down our 
discoveries in your Bible Buzz.

Ask: 
 n  What were some of Samson’s treasures? abilities? trials? 

Say: God showed Samson how to use his gifts to serve others. In the same way, 
 GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM and those around us, and he wants us 
to discover how to use our gifts. Let’s work together to find out what each of our 
special gifts might be.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

I’m Gifted  

What You’ll Do 
Say: Like Samson, you all have gifts. Some gifts are like the donkey’s jawbone. At 
first glance they may not look like much of a treasure. But if you give your gifts to 
God, he can use them to help others. Other gifts are more obvious like Samson’s 
physical strength. You might even face personal struggles that are really gifts in 
disguise. For example, Samson was thrown into prison and was ordered to perform 
before all the Philistines. But because Samson trusted God, he found a way to turn 
this trial into a gift-winning victory over the Philistines by destroying their temple. 
God has given you many treasures and talents, and he simply wants you to serve 
others with the many things that he has entrusted to you. Let’s figure out together 
what our personal gifts are.

Have kids find their gift boxes from the beginning of class. Give each person 5 to 10 
slips of colored paper and a pen.

Say: We’re going to take some time right now to write down some of our gifts and 
place them in our boxes. Think of your box as a symbol that represents you. In just 
a few minutes, your box will be full of gifts you can share with the world. I’m going 
to ask a few questions. Write your answer to each question on a separate slip of 
paper, and place the slip in your box. Ready? Here we go!

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

I’m Gifted  
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
slips of colored paper
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Ask:
 n  What are your treasures? What are some physical things God has given 

you, like the donkey’s jawbone, that you could use for his purpose? You 
might list things such as a musical instrument, a bike, or a computer.

 n  What are your special abilities? Maybe God has given you the ability to 
sing, play basketball, write stories or letters, cook, or tell jokes that make 
people laugh. You should also include special abilities that reflect your 
personality. Perhaps you are a deep thinker, a trustworthy friend, or a 
constant encourager. You have many talents that can help others.

 n  What difficult trials are you facing right now? With God’s help, you can 
turn your struggles into gifts that help others. For example, maybe you’ve 
experienced sickness, failing a test, the effects of a divorce in your family, 
the loss of a loved one, or loneliness after a friend moved away. When 
you trust God in difficult times, he can give you the strength to use your 
experiences to help others. Maybe you could encourage a friend whose 
parents are divorcing or visit a friend who is sick. Write down some of the 
ways you could turn your trials into gifts for others.

When kids have finished, ask several volunteers to share some of the gifts they wrote on 
their slips of paper. After each person shares, have the rest of the class offer a round of 
applause for that person’s special gifts.

Say: You might be surprised at all the gifts you hold within you. God truly desires 
for these gifts to overflow. He loves to bless us with treasures and talents. Isn’t 
God the greatest?

Have kids find and read today’s Key Verse, 1 Peter 4:10, in Bible Buzz: “Each one should 
use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in 
its various forms.”

Ask: 
 n  What are some ways you could use your gifts to serve others this week? 

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: The “My Gifts” section of your Bible Buzz has a place for you to make some 
plans. For this week’s Daily Challenges, I want you to think of three ways you could 
use your gifts this week to serve three people. I will give you a few minutes to 
answer the questions.

Play “Jesus Loves Me Rock” from the CD in your Teacher Pack as students complete 

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Jesus Loves Me 
Rock” (track 6)
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the “My Gifts” section in Bible Buzz.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM. Let’s use our gifts by following 
through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about serving God. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for the gifts he has given to us and asking for his help as 
we serve others this week with our gifts.
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Lesson 3 

�Bible Point 
God wants us to love 
our friends no matter 
what.

Key Verse
“A friend loves at all 
times” (Proverbs 17:17).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of loving 
their friends in all 
circumstances.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

A Friend Is… 
(about 15 min.)
Form pairs by 
completing quotes 
about friendship, and 
pantomime qualities of 
a good friend.

newsprint, tape, scratch paper, 
pens, marker
Teacher Pack: “Friendship 
Quote” cards

Count the number of 
students you have, 
and separate the 
same number of 
“Friendship Quote” 
cards, keeping the 
statements complete 
(such as “A friend 
in need is a friend 
indeed”). If you have 
an uneven number 
of students, include 
yourself. You’ll also 
need to separate the 
answer key and hold 
on to it. Shuffle the 
cards. 
Tape a sheet of 
newsprint to the wall, 
and place a marker 
near it.

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Recommended 
Friend 
(about 25 min.)
Act as references for 
Ruth as she applies 
for the position of “The 
Best Friend Ever.”

Bibles, Bible Buzz, pens, 
newsprint
Teacher Pack: Bible Timeline

Tear out the Lesson 3 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F ifth and sixth grades can be a difficult time for friendships. Many preteens still view 
friendships selfishly with a “What’s in it for me?” attitude toward making and keeping 

friends. As a result, kids often change friends as often as they change clothes. The 
friends who are left behind may feel hurt and confused. Your students will learn that 
true friendship is a valuable gift we share with others—one that often requires us to 
sacrifice our desires in order to help someone else. Use this lesson to help your students 
understand how important friendships are and how they can become better friends.

Ruth Is Faithful 
Ruth 1:1-22
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Any Time, Any Place 
(about 15 min.)
Draw portraits of 
themselves as friends, 
and commit to ways 
they can demonstrate 
qualities of friendship to 
various people in their 
lives.

Bibles, newsprint, markers

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

Bible Buzz, pens, sticky 
notes, tape
Teacher Pack: “Who Can I 
Be a Friend To?” poster

Hang the “Who Can I Be 
a Friend To?” poster on 
a wall where kids can 
see it.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Ruth Is Faithful
Ruth 1:1-22

Naomi Loses Her Husband  
and Sons

With her husband and sons dead, Naomi was in a bad 
situation. In that day, widows were often ignored or 
mistreated and were nearly always poor. Naomi had 
no male relatives in Moab to take care of her, so after 
she heard that the famine in Israel was over, she must 
have decided that her chances were better there. This 
journey must have been prompted by desperation, 
because Israel and Moab were bitter enemies. The 
Moabites had refused Israel passage through their land 
during the exodus from Egypt. In addition, Moab was 
one of Israel’s oppressors during this time.

Naomi’s insistence that Orpah and Ruth remain in 
Moab was extremely selfless. After all, she could have 
used their help. She was not a young woman, and she 
was setting out on what was likely a difficult journey 
through rugged terrain around the southern end of the 
Dead Sea. 

But she knew that it would be easier for them if they 
stayed in their homeland. The chances were good that 
Ruth and Orpah would be treated as outcasts in Israel. 

Ruth Refuses to Abandon  
Her Mother-in-Law 

When Naomi first told her daughters-in-law to return to 
their families, Orpah refused (Ruth 1:10). When Naomi 
insisted, however, Orpah agreed to turn back (Ruth 
1:11-14). Ruth, on the other hand, persisted, perhaps 
because she had put her faith in the God of Israel (Ruth 
1:16-17; 2:12). 

Naomi’s bitterness (Ruth 1:13, 20-21) no doubt grew 
out of the severe hardships she had faced. At that point 
in her life, she had apparently not realized the power 
and provision of the God she served. But God took 
care of her anyway! This story of friendship and loyalty 
is especially heartwarming when it is considered in the 

context of the times, when killing, immoral living, and 
the rejection of everything right was the norm. Ruth 
demonstrated true love and friendship to Naomi at a 
time Naomi desperately needed them.
 
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is a faithful friend to us, and he’s pleased 
when we seek to be like him by being faithful to our 
friends—and loving them no matter what. 

When have you been tempted to abandon a friendship 
for your own advantage? Reread Ruth 1:16-17. Have 
you ever had a friend like that? Ask God to help you 
live out that kind of loyalty in your friendships. You can 
write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

A Friend Is… 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Give each 
person a “Friendship Quote” card. Explain that each person is holding half of a famous 
quote about friendship. Tell students that they’ll need to complete the quotes by finding 
a partner with the matching half. Give them a few minutes to do this.

When students think they’re in the correct pairs, read the complete quotes from the 
answer key. Then have partners discuss the following questions, reporting their answers 
to the group after each question.

Ask: 
 n Do you agree with your quote? Why or why not? 
 n Why do you think friendship is important? 
 n What makes someone a great friend?

Give each pair some scratch paper and a pen.

Say: Now I’d like you to brainstorm with your partner as many positive 
characteristics of friendship as possible. Finish the sentence “A friend is…” You 
might say “fun,” “trustworthy,” or “easygoing.” When you’ve thought of several 
characteristics, I’d like you to choose the one you think is the most important.

Give pairs a few minutes to do this. Then ask each pair to create a brief pantomime 
to perform for the rest of the group. A pair’s pantomime might involve one partner 
demonstrating a characteristic to the other partner. For example, if a pair chose 
trustworthiness as the most important quality, one partner could whisper a secret in the 
other partner’s ear, and then the other partner could pretend to zip his or her lips. Have 
the rest of the group try to guess the characteristic the pair is demonstrating. Give pairs 
a few minutes to create their pantomimes, and then have pairs present their pantomimes 
one at a time while the rest of the group watches and guesses. As kids present their 
qualities, write each quality on the newsprint. Afterward direct everyone’s attention to 
the list you created.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n Why are these qualities important?
 n  Are some of these friendship qualities more important than others? Why or why 

not? 

A Friend Is… 
Supplies

newsprint
tape
scratch paper
pens
marker
Teacher Pack
“Friendship Quote” 
cards

A Friend Is… 
Easy Prep

Count the number of 
students you have, 
and separate the same 
number of “Friendship 
Quote” cards, keeping 
the statements 
complete (such as “A 
friend in need is a friend 
indeed”). If you have 
an uneven number 
of students, include 
yourself. You’ll also 
need to separate the 
answer key and hold on 
to it. Shuffle the cards. 
Tape a sheet of 
newsprint to the wall, 
and place a marker 
near it.
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 n Do you have friends who demonstrate any or all of these qualities? Explain. 
 n  Do you feel that you demonstrate any or all of these qualities as a friend? 

Explain. 
 n What does it mean to be a friend? 

Say: Today we’re going to learn about a woman in the Bible who was a true friend. 
Through our exploration we’re going to discover what it means that GOD 
WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO MATTER WHAT. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Recommended Friend

What You’ll Do 
Hold up the Bible Timeline, and show kids the “Ruth Is Faithful to Naomi and God” 
picture. Have kids form pairs and read Ruth 1:1-22 together, taking turns with verses.

Give each pair pens, and have them turn to “A Friendly Recommendation” in Bible Buzz. 
Explain that each pair is to act as a character reference for Ruth as she applies for the 
position of “The Best Friend Ever.” Tell kids that they’ll need to work with their partners 
to write a letter of recommendation for Ruth. Then give students time to work. When 
everyone has finished, have each pair share its letter.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  If you had been in Ruth’s shoes, how do you think you might have 

responded to this situation? Why? 
 n  Do you think it was easy for Ruth to be a true friend to Naomi? Why or why 

not?
 n  How do you think Ruth would answer the question, What does it mean to 

be a friend? 

Listen to kids’ answers to this question, and write their answers on a sheet of newsprint.

Say: Ruth gave us an excellent example of what it means to be a friend. Her loyalty 
and love for Naomi, as well as the sacrifice she made, demonstrate true friendship. 
Now let’s examine some ways we can be true friends in our own lives.

A Recommended 
Friend
Supplies

Bibles
Bible Buzz
pens
newsprint
Teacher Pack
Bible Timeline

A Recommended 
Friend 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 3 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Any Time, Any Place 

What You’ll Do 
Give each person a sheet of newsprint and markers. Make sure each person has a Bible.

Say: Now I’d like you to think some more about positive characteristics of friendship 
and why those friendship qualities are important. Then I’d like you to think of 
yourself as a friend. Which qualities do you display? Take a moment to write those 
qualities on one corner of your newsprint. Give students a few minutes to do this.

Now I’d like you to draw a self-portrait on your newsprint. This doesn’t have to be 
incredibly artistic; a stick figure will do.

When you’ve finished drawing a picture of yourself, write your friendship qualities 
in the appropriate places on your portrait. For example, if you said that you are 
trustworthy, you might write that quality near the mouth to show that you don’t 
gossip or share others’ secrets.

Give students time to work. When they’ve finished, say: Now I’d like you to share your 
self-portrait with your partner from the previous activity. After you’ve seen your 
partner’s self-portrait, share if there are any qualities that he or she demonstrates 
but didn’t include and where your partner should write those qualities.

Give pairs a couple of minutes to share their portraits.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Did your partner come up with qualities you didn’t include? What was 

surprising about what he or she observed? 
 n  What friendship quality do you think is your strongest? Why?
 n  What does it mean to be a friend? 

Say: The “super quality” that binds all of these friendship qualities together is love. 
Ruth demonstrated love to Naomi, just as you demonstrate love to your friends. 
Let’s see what the Bible has to say about love and friendship.

Have partners read the Key Verse, Proverbs 17:17, in Bible Buzz together: “A friend 
loves at all times.”

Say: Now I’d like you to draw a heart on your self-portrait and write the Key Verse 
inside it. Allow time.

Any Time, Any Place 
Supplies

Bibles
newsprint
markers
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4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Direct kids’ attention to the “Who Can I Be a Friend To?” poster, give each person 
several sticky notes, and make sure each person has a pen.

Say: Now I’d like you to think about how you can demonstrate friendship to others 
in your life during your day. For this week’s Daily Challenges, I’d like you to begin 
by choosing at least three people on this poster. Write each person’s name on a 
separate sticky note.

Now, under the person’s name, I’d like you to write down when you’ll be with that 
person again and what friendship quality you will express.

Give kids some time to write, and then have them bring their sticky notes forward and 
stick them on the poster on the appropriate people. 

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
n What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say: GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO MATTER WHAT. Let’s be good 
friends by following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about friendship. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for his incredible gift of friendship and asking him to help 
students demonstrate their love for one another all the time.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
sticky notes
tape
Teacher Pack
“Who Can I Be a Friend 
To?” poster

Daily Challenges
Easy Prep

Hang the “Who Can I Be 
a Friend To?” poster on 
a wall where kids can 
see it.
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Lesson 4 

�Bible Point 
Hope in God’s good 
plans. 

Key Verse
“ ‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a 
future’ ” (Jeremiah 
29:11). 

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of putting 
their hope in God’s 
plans.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Chatting About Hope   
(about 15 min.)
Discuss questions about 
hope in “chat room” 
groups.

masking tape

Use masking tape 
on the floor to divide 
the room into four 
sections.

2

Bible 
Exploration

What Does Hope Look 
Like?    
(about 20 min.)
Hear Ruth’s story in 
her own words, and 
then create a mural to 
express the hope Ruth 
found.

Bibles, Bible Buzz, pens, 
newsprint, markers, tape, 
CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 4 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F ifth- and sixth-graders are at an age when they’re beginning to think more about the 
future. As their bodies and minds take on more adult characteristics, they’re given 

more responsibilities at school and possibly at home. They want more independence 
and are beginning to dream about the future. Use this lesson to encourage them to have 
hope for the future as they hope in God’s goodness for their lives.

Ruth Marries Boaz
Ruth 2−4
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

What Does Hope Sound 
Like?     
(about 20 min.)
Write HOPE prayers using 
the Key Verse, and then 
record the prayers.

Bibles, audio recorder, paper, 
pens, Bible Buzz, CD player, 
copies of the lyrics (at the end 
of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD 

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Ruth Marries Boaz
Ruth 2–4

Ruth Gleans Food  
From Boaz’s Field

It may seem strange that Ruth was allowed to take 
grain from someone else’s field. However, God had 
provided for the unfortunate, directing landowners 
to allow “the alien, the fatherless and the widow” to 
gather grain missed by the landowner’s workers in their 
first pass through the fields (Deuteronomy 24:19). 

Ruth’s attitude provides even more information about 
her character. She must have realized how demeaning 
it would be for Naomi to perform such a task after 
having left Bethlehem years earlier as part of a wealthy 
family. Imagine, however, how difficult this task must 
have been for Ruth. She was an unknown foreigner and 
a widow and was likely considered an outcast. Workers 
in the field may have been less than kind to her, re-
sulting in the commands of Boaz in Ruth 2:8, 15. But 
she undertook the task diligently and politely (Ruth 2:7).

The text tells us that Ruth “found herself working 
in a field belonging to Boaz” (Ruth 2:3). However, 
we can see that God was guiding her. Boaz was 
Naomi’s kinsman-redeemer—a close relative who was 
responsible for helping Ruth and Naomi.

Ruth Marries Boaz, Becomes 
David’s Great-Grandmother 

Some have suggested that Ruth committed an immoral 
act when she lay at Boaz’s feet while he slept. However, 
it was customary for servants to sleep at their 
masters’ feet. In doing this, Ruth was informing Boaz 
that he, as her kinsman-redeemer, could marry her or 
find someone to do so. 

Ruth 4:1-12 refers to a somewhat complicated 
process prescribed by laws intended to protect 
families from the loss of property. Boaz could 
purchase Naomi’s family property only after a closer 
relative had declined to do so. In buying back Naomi’s 

former property, he also obtained the right to marry 
Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law.

The hope Ruth clung to resulted not only in a happy 
ending for her, Naomi, and Boaz, but also for us, as she 
became the great-grandmother of King David (Ruth 
4:17) and an ancestor of Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father 
(Matthew 1:5-16).
 
The Jesus Connection

Many things that seem like coincidence may actually 
be God working in our lives through our relationship 
with Jesus. 

How has a decision you’ve made worked out to a 
surprisingly good result? How should that experience 
influence your hope in God? Pray that God will help 
you take a step of faith as you make decisions today. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Chatting About Hope 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. 

Say: Today we’re going to talk about hope. We’ll start with a pop quiz! This will be 
an easy quiz—it only has one question, and it’s multiple choice. This is how the 
quiz works: I’ll read the question and four possible answers. I’d like you to choose 
the letter that best describes your answer and then go to the corner of the room 
that I designate for each answer. Does everyone understand? Okay, here’s your 
question: What are you hoping for most right now?

(a) Good grades in all your classes
(b) A million dollars
(c) World peace
(d) Lots of good friends

Choose your answer!

As you read the answers, designate a section of the room to correspond with each 
answer.

Have kids in each section of the room form small groups. If some small groups are too 
large while others are too small, have the larger groups form smaller huddles of three or 
four for the discussion time.

Say: Now in your “chat room,” you’ll be discussing a few questions with the other 
participants. To begin, I’d like you to choose one person in your group to act as the 
“host.” This person will need to keep the conversation focused.

After each group has chosen a host, say: I’d like you to share more about your 
answer to the quiz question. For example, tell what you would do with a million 
dollars or why it’s important to you to get good grades. Each person in the group 
needs to share, one at a time. While one person is sharing, everyone else needs to 
listen carefully.

Give groups a couple of minutes to share. Then ask volunteers in each group to share 
their answers with the whole group. Explain that you’ll be asking some more questions 
for them to discuss and share in the same way. Ask the following questions, and have 
groups report their answers after they’ve discussed each one.

Chatting About Hope 
Supplies

masking tape

Chatting About Hope 
Easy Prep

Use masking tape on 
the floor to divide the 
room into four sections.
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Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What is hope? What does it mean to hope for something? 
 n  Tell about something you hoped for that you received. How did you feel? 
 n  Tell about a time you hoped for something and you didn’t receive it. How 

did that make you feel? 
 n  Why should we have hope? 

Say: Thanks for all of your thoughts about hope. Today we’re going to learn more 
about someone who put all of her �HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS. Let’s see 
what happened!

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

What Does Hope Look Like? 

What You’ll Do 
Have students form trios, and give each trio Bibles, pens, a sheet of newsprint, and 
markers. Have students turn to “A Mural of Hope” in Bible Buzz.

Say: You are an artist who has been commissioned to create a “hope mural.” This 
mural will illustrate the meaning of hope through the eyes of Ruth. Of course, 
before you begin the creative process, you’ll need to hear Ruth’s story—in her own 
words. I’d like you to listen for important facts and other details that would be 
good to include in the hope mural. Write your ideas in the top section of “A Mural 
of Hope” in your Bible Buzz.

Play “Ruth’s Hope” from the Teacher Pack CD.

Say: Now that you’ve heard Ruth’s story, I’d like you to explore it in more detail 
as you prepare to create your mural. I’ll assign each trio a section of this story as 
well as the Key Verse. I’d like you to look up your section and the Key Verse and 
carefully read them with your group. When you’ve finished reading, begin creating 
a mural about your section of the story on your newsprint. Refer to the questions 
listed in your Bible Buzz to inspire you. Be sure to answer the questions in some 
form on your mural. Also make sure that all the artists in your trio add their unique 
styles to the mural.

Assign each trio one of the following chapters and the Key Verse:
 n  Ruth 2 and Jeremiah 29:11
 n  Ruth 3 and Jeremiah 29:11
 n  Ruth 4 and Jeremiah 29:11

What Does Hope Look 
Like? 
Supplies

Bibles
Bible Buzz
pens
newsprint
markers
tape
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Ruth’s Hope” 
(track 7)

What Does Hope Look 
Like? 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 4 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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Give trios some time to read and work, and then have each trio share its section of the 
hope mural. When they’ve finished sharing, have them tape the sections together to 
form one big mural.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How do you think you would’ve felt if you were in Ruth’s place?
 n Why do you think Ruth was able to have hope? 
 n What were the results of Ruth’s hope in God? 
 n What does the Key Verse tell us about why we should have hope?

Say: Now let’s discuss how we can find �HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS in our 
own lives.

 

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

What Does Hope Sound Like? 

What You’ll Do 
Make sure each person has a Bible and a pen. Have kids turn to “A Prayer of HOPE” in 
Bible Buzz.

Say: Ruth faced a pretty uncertain situation, and she had no idea what her future 
held. But God provided for her in his own time and in his own way. Likewise, we 
don’t know what the future holds, and it may seem pretty uncertain at times. But the 
Key Verse applies to our lives as well…God has a perfect plan for each of our lives. 
We can have hope for the future.

Have students find and read the Key Verse, Jeremiah 29:11, in Bible Buzz: “ ‘For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’ ”

Say: Now let’s create prayers to God to express our hope for the future. Then I’d like 
you to write your own HOPE prayer. Start each sentence or phrase with one of the 
letters in the word hope. Include your own personal feelings about your future in 
your prayer, and also include the Key Verse in some form. For example, the first line 
in your HOPE prayer might be “Help me remember that you have plans for my life 
and my future.”

Give kids a few minutes to write their prayers. Then pass out copies of the lyrics and lead 
kids in singing “The Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11).

What Does Hope 
Sound Like? 
Supplies

Bibles
audio recorder
paper
pens
Bible Buzz
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Plans I Have 
for You” (Jeremiah 
29:11) (track 8)
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“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
(Repeat.)

They are plans to prosper you
And not to harm you,
Plans to give you hope and a future.
They are plans for good and not disaster. 
Why? Because he tells us so.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.

They are plans to prosper you
And not to harm you,
Plans to give you hope and a future.
They are plans for good and not disaster. 
Why? Because he tells us so.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.

“The Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11) by Ben Glover. © 2005 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Say: Now we’re going to create a recording with all of your prayers on it. You’ll get a 
copy of this recording to play when you feel uncertain or worried about your future. 
I’d like you to get back into your trio now and share your prayer with your partners. 
Say your prayer several times so that you’ll feel comfortable speaking into the 
recorder. I’ll take one trio at a time with me to record the prayers.

Take one trio at a time into another room, and have each person read his or her prayer 
aloud while you record it. When all the kids have had their prayers recorded, say: If you 
want a copy of this recording, write down your or a parent’s email address for me. 
I’ll send it out so that each of you can have one. Pass around the paper to collect email 
addresses.



Lesson 4 Grades 5 & 6Summer Quarter

38

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember to 
�HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on the Bible Buzz pages and choose one to do 
this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Pray your HOPE prayer every night, and add to it as you discover where you 

need God’s hope each day.
 n  Draw a picture of the thing or things you’re hoping in God for, and post it 

where you’ll be reminded to pray for those things each day.
 n  Share your hope in God with a friend, and let him or her know that God has 

plans for him or her, too. Pray for God’s plan for your friend as well.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say: Let’s �HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS by following through on our Daily 
Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about God’s plans. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer. After class, email the prayer recording to your kids.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Lyrics 

The Plans I Have for You (Jeremiah 29:11)

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
(Repeat.)

They are plans to prosper you
And not to harm you,
Plans to give you hope and a future.
They are plans for good and not disaster. 
Why? Because he tells us so.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.

They are plans to prosper you
And not to harm you,
Plans to give you hope and a future.
They are plans for good and not disaster. 
Why? Because he tells us so.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.
“I know the plans I have for you,”
Declares the Lord.

“The Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11) by Ben Glover. © 2005 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 5 

�Bible Point 
Turn to God when 
you’re sad.

Key Verse
“Why are you downcast, 
O my soul? Why so 
disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn that 
they can turn to God 
whenever they’re sad or 
upset.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sad Times 
(about 15 min.)
Complete sentences 
about sadness.

Bible Buzz, pens, 
newsprint, tape, 
markers

Tear out the Lesson 5 
pages from each Bible Buzz 
student book. Write in large 
print each of the phrases in 
the “Down in the Dumps” 
section of Bible Buzz on a 
sheet of newsprint. Tape the 
newsprint to the wall.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Artists Are We!   
(about 25 min.)
Illustrate parts of the 
Bible story as it is being 
read.

Bibles, construction 
paper, markers, tape

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

S tudents need sensitivity as they are revealing personal thoughts and experiences 
about sadness. Before they will allow themselves to be vulnerable, they must trust 

that your room is a safe environment. To help create a safe environment, you might offer 
your own experiences with sadness before you ask kids to share. Also make sure they 
understand that all thoughts and feelings shared in class will stay in class. That will go a 
long way toward helping your students feel more comfortable.

God Answers Hannah’s  
Prayer 1 Samuel 1:1-28
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

A Recipe to Bust the 
Blues  
(about 20 min.)
Make one bowl of cereal 
with the right ingredients 
and one bowl of cereal 
with the wrong ingredients 
as a way to show how to 
deal with sadness.

2 bowls, milk, 2 boxes 
of cereal, 5 random food 
ingredients, CD player, 
pens, Bible Buzz, copies 
of the lyrics (at the end 
of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Choose foods that will fit 
into a cereal bowl.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Answers Hannah’s Prayer
1 Samuel 1:1-28

Unable to Have Children

To understand the pain caused by Hannah’s 
childlessness, one must realize how important it 
was in Old Testament times that women provide 
children. A woman who couldn’t conceive was an 
embarrassment, or even a disgrace, to her husband. 
Adding to Hannah’s pain were the taunts of Elkanah’s 
other wife, Peninnah, a situation that illustrates 
the strife that the practice of polygamy can create. 
Even Elkanah’s love for Hannah and his words of 
encouragement could not comfort her.

Hannah Bitterly Prays  
to God for a Child  

Hannah provides a great example of what we should do 
when we are hurting. “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept 
much and prayed” (1 Samuel 1:10). She poured out her 
heart—even her bitterness—to God. Her prayer was so 
anguished that Eli, the priest, assumed she was drunk! 
God wants to hear from us when we’re hurting, and yes, 
even when we’re bitter or angry at him. 

Hannah’s prayer and God’s answer to it warn us of an 
important truth: If we make a vow to God, we must be 
ready to fulfill it. Hannah vowed that if God gave her a 
son, she would give him fully to the service of the Lord.

Hannah Gives Samuel to God 

When Samuel was born, Hannah lived up to her vow. 
As soon as Samuel was old enough to live without his 
mother (sometime after he was about 3 years old), she 
took him to Eli at the tabernacle and gave him to the 
service of the Lord. Samuel grew up there, no doubt 
performing simple tasks for Eli.
 

The Jesus Connection

We all experience hurts and sadness, and Jesus 
experienced those things, too. We can always know 
that he’s right there with us, listening and answering 
our prayers.

Reread 1 Samuel 1:12-20. How does God respond 
to us when we cry out in anguish and grief? What 
sadness, pain, or grief do you need to pour out to 
God? It’s great to know we serve a God who cares 
about our human hurts. Turn to God in prayer, and 
leave your pain with him today. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Sad Times 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. 

Distribute pens, and direct kids to the “Down in the Dumps” section of Bible Buzz. Have 
kids finish the sentences in the spaces provided. Then ask volunteers to share their 
responses. Write kids’ responses on the newsprint. Thank students for their honest 
answers.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What surprises you about the answers you see on the newsprint? 
 n  What seem to be the main things that make this group sad?
 n  What are the main ways you deal with sadness? 
 n  What are some ways you see people in your school or on TV deal with 

sadness?

Say: As you can see, we have all had sad moments in life. None of us can escape 
sad feelings or events. Even believing in Jesus and having a relationship with him 
does not free you from sadness. But a life with Jesus brings you hope in the midst 
of your sadness. Today we will search the Bible to learn how to  TURN TO GOD 
WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Artists Are We!  

What You’ll Do 
Give several sheets of construction paper and markers to each person. Have kids open 
their Bibles to 1 Samuel 1:1-28.

Say: Today we will learn from a woman named Hannah. Hannah was married to a 
man named Elkanah. There was one thing that she desperately wanted, and she 
struggled with sadness because she didn’t have what she so badly wanted. I am 
going to read the story of Hannah twice. As I read it this first time, just listen. Don’t 

Sad Times 
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
newsprint
tape
markers

Sad Times 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 5 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book. 
Write in large print each 
of the phrases in the 
“Down in the Dumps” 
section of Bible Buzz on 
a sheet of newsprint. 
Tape the newsprint to 
the wall.

Artists Are We! 
Supplies

Bibles
construction paper
markers
tape
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do anything yet. Focus on Hannah and her actions. Who was she? What made her 
sad? What actions did she take? As you listen to me read the story the second 
time, I’d like you to draw on your paper images that come to your mind. What 
actions, scenes, events, or situations stick out from the story? You will have to 
draw fast, so stick figures are great. You may draw more than one picture if you’d 
like to, but draw only one picture on each sheet of paper because we will tape the 
pictures on the wall. Listen as I read Hannah’s story.

Read the Bible passage once, allowing time for kids to imagine Hannah’s actions. Then 
slowly read the passage a second time as your students draw what they hear. After 
you’ve read the Bible passage twice, have everyone form pairs.

Say: With your partner, find the verse or verses that you illustrated and write those 
Scripture references at the top of each drawing. As you’re working, take time to 
explain your drawing to your partner. When you have identified all the verses that 
you illustrated, give your drawings to me.

While students work together to investigate the Bible passage, circulate among the 
pairs, offering help and encouragement. As students hand you their drawings, tape the 
drawings to the wall in chronological order. When all the pictures are displayed, use 
them to retell Hannah’s story, emphasizing her prayer and praise in the midst of sadness. 
If time allows, have students explain each picture.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What does the story tell us about Hannah? about God?
 n  What do you think Hannah would say to us if she were here? 
 n  What did Hannah do when she was sad? 

Say: God does not promise us freedom from sadness when we become a Christian. 
We will still go through struggles and deal with hurt feelings. As you could see in 
our story, Hannah cried and was very upset. She was even mistreated by Peninnah 
and wrongly accused by Eli. Life for Hannah was not perfect. But she gave us a 
great example of what we should do when we are sad. When Hannah felt sad, she 
turned to God. She praised God in the good times and the bad times. She knew 
something that we can know, too: Even when we’re sad, we can be confident that 
God is good and that he will always help us if we ask.

Have everyone find and read the Key Verse, Psalm 42:11, in Bible Buzz: “Why are you 
downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God.”
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

A Recipe to Bust the Blues 

What You’ll Do 
You will be making two bowls of cereal, one with the right ingredients and the other with 
all the wrong ingredients. Place all of these ingredients on a table, and have the students 
gather around. To set the mood for this activity, play “The Blues” (track 9).

Say: We are going to do a little cooking. My favorite meal is breakfast, so I thought 
you all could help me prepare my favorite breakfast—cereal. I have two recipes. 
When we’ve finished making the two different kinds of cereal, you can choose 
which one you like. What’s great about my favorite breakfast is that it can help us 
remember an excellent recipe for busting the blues.

Begin making the two breakfast options as kids watch. Combine two different types of 
cereal in the first bowl and pour milk over it. Then move on to the second bowl. Start 
putting all of your random ingredients into the second bowl. Students will most likely 
begin to question the absurdity of what you’re doing. Pretend you are serious about this 
second bowl of food and that you really plan to eat it. 

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  Which recipe do you prefer? 
 n  What’s wrong with my second recipe? 
 n  Do you have any idea what these recipes have to do with busting the 

blues? 

Say: We can use the same recipe to bust our blues that Hannah used. When we feel 
sad, we can fill our time with prayer and praise and call on God to meet our needs. 
It makes a great recipe, like the recipe we used for this first bowl of cereal. But 
the second bowl of cereal represents all the wrong ingredients people might use 
for busting the blues. Just as using the wrong ingredients won’t help make a good 
bowl of cereal, they also won’t help bust the blues when you are sad.

Ask: 
 n  What could some of these wrong ingredients be? 
 n  What are some ineffective ways people handle their sadness? 

Say: These things don’t bust the blues. They just make it worse. Like ice cream 
or candy, they may even look appealing on the outside, but they really don’t cure 
sadness.

A Recipe to Bust the 
Blues 
Supplies

2 bowls
milk
2 boxes of cereal
5 random food 
ingredients

CD player
pens
Bible Buzz
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Blues” 
(track 9), “I Sing the 
Mighty Power of God” 
(track 10)

! ALLERGY
    ALERT

A Recipe to Bust the 
Blues 
Easy Prep

Choose foods that will 
fit into a cereal bowl.
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Ask: 
 n  What should we do when we are sad? 

Say: A sure way to cure sadness is to call on God for help and praise him for his 
answers.

But just how do we do that? Let’s look at “Ways to Pray and Praise.”

Have students form pairs and turn to the “Ways to Pray and Praise” section in Bible 
Buzz. Read the list of ways to pray and praise, and explain each one. Encourage 
students to think of a few additional ideas to add to the list. Take time for everyone to 
write down ideas in Bible Buzz. Ask students to share with their partners which ideas 
from the list they will try the next time they feel sad.

Say: As Hannah sang in the midst of her sadness, let’s do the same.

Pass out copies of the lyrics, and lead kids in singing “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
(track 10). 

 (Verse 1) 
I sing the mighty pow’r of God
That made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day.
The moon shines full at God’s  command,
And all the stars obey.

(Verse 2)
I sing the goodness of the Lord
That filled the earth with food.
God formed the creatures with a word
And then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed
Where’er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread
Or gaze upon the sky!

(Repeat verse 1.)

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” by Isaac Watts.
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4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember to 
 TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on the Bible Buzz pages and choose one to do 
this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Find some verses in the Bible that remind you of how God cares for you 

and can help you feel better when you’re sad.
 n  Next time you feel sad, talk to God about it. Let him know how you feel, and 

thank God that he’s bigger than your feelings.
 n  Do you know someone else who’s sad right now? Spend some time with him 

or her, listen, and let that person know of God’s love for him or her as well.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say: Remember to  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD by following through on 
your Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about sadness. Kids can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” 
section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close with prayer, thanking God for his faithfulness to us when we’re sad.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz



49

Lesson 5 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

! OK
 TO COPY

Lyrics 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God  

(Verse 1) 
I sing the mighty pow’r of God
That made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day.
The moon shines full at God’s  command,
And all the stars obey.

(Verse 2)
I sing the goodness of the Lord
That filled the earth with food.
God formed the creatures with a word
And then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed
Where’er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread
Or gaze upon the sky!

(Repeat verse 1.)

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” by Isaac Watts.
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Lesson 6 

�Bible Point 
God wants us to listen 
and follow when he 
directs us. 

Key Verse
“Then Samuel said, 
‘Speak, for your servant 
is listening’ ” (1 Samuel 
3:10).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of listening 
to God and going where 
he leads them.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Can You See What I 
Color? 
(about 15 min.)
Help a blindfolded 
teammate color a 
picture.

crayons, newspaper, 1 
blindfold per 4 students, 
1 copy per person of the 
“Coloring Blindly” handout 
(at the end of this lesson)

2

Bible 
Exploration

Bible Game Show 
(about 25 min.)
Participate in a game 
show based on the 
story of Samuel.

Bibles, 3 chocolate 
chips, 3 Hershey’s Kisses 
chocolates, 3 miniature 
candy bars, 3 regular-sized 
candy bars, 3 giant-sized 
candy bars, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD, “Who 
Wants to Win a Candy 
Bar?” question cards, Bible 
Timeline 

Tear the “Who Wants 
to Win a Candy Bar?” 
question cards on 
the perforated lines. 
Separate them into 
team piles as indicated 
on the cards.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F ifth- and sixth-graders find that they are receiving direction from many people in 
their lives—parents, school teachers, Sunday school teachers, and coaches, just to 

name a few. When they’re given direction, most fifth- and sixth-graders ask the question 
all teachers love to hear: “Why?” As you teach this lesson to your students, help them 
understand that God has direction to give them for their lives and he answers almost 
every “why” we could ever think of in the Bible.

God Speaks to Samuel 1 Samuel 3:1-21
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Prayer Time    
(about 20 min.)
Spend time in 
personal prayer 
asking God to speak 
to them.

Bible Buzz, CD player, 
pens, copies of the 
lyrics (at the end of this 
lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 6 pages 
from each Bible Buzz student 
book.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at 
Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.



53

Lesson 6 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Speaks to Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

Samuel Thinks Eli Calls  
Him in the Night 

Both Samuel and Eli had gone to bed for the night 
when God called out to Samuel. Perhaps Samuel was 
accustomed to calls for assistance from Eli, who was 
losing his eyesight (1 Samuel 3:2). At first, Eli might 
well have thought Samuel had been dreaming when 
he heard a voice calling his name. First Samuel 3:7 
explains that Samuel “did not yet know the Lord.” This 
doesn’t mean that Samuel didn’t understand who the 
Lord is or hadn’t really been serving him; he simply 
had never before received a direct revelation from 
God. So it is not surprising that the boy continued to 
return to Eli when he was called. 

When Eli realized that Samuel was hearing a call from 
God, he didn’t get up, go with Samuel, and hear what 
God had to say. He knew that whatever God wanted 
to say to Samuel was between God and the boy. 
The prophecy Samuel received echoed the words 
of a prophecy Eli had received from a “man of God” 
earlier. Because Eli’s sons had dishonored God in their 
priestly duties, that prophecy predicted the death of 
Eli’s sons and their replacement by a priest who would 
be faithful to God (1 Samuel 2:27-36).

Samuel Shares God’s Difficult 
Message With Eli  

The prophecy given to Samuel made it clear that Eli 
had not raised his sons properly and that Eli would be 
punished. As difficult as it must have been for Samuel 
to pronounce judgment upon the priest he served, 
Samuel faithfully reported to Eli what God had said. 

From 1 Samuel 3:19-21 it is clear that this was the 
first of many times God spoke to Samuel. Samuel 
grew up listening to God. The phrase “from Dan to 
Beersheba” (1 Samuel 3:20) was used to describe 
the entire Promised Land. Samuel became God’s 
mouthpiece to the nation of Israel. He listened when 

God appeared to him, and “Samuel’s word came to all 
Israel” (1 Samuel 3:21).

The Jesus Connection

In our relationship with Jesus, God sometimes speaks 
to us through the Bible or God’s people. When he 
does, he wants us to listen and obey.

What does it mean to really listen to God? What might 
God be guiding you to do? Pray that your ears will be 
open to hear God speaking to you. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Can You See What I Color?  

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Have the 
students form groups of four and choose one person to blindfold. Give each group a 
blindfold, a few crayons, and a copy of the “Coloring Blindly” handout. Have plenty of 
newspapers under the pictures so that the blindfolded people don’t write on the furniture 
or the floor.

Say: Your assignment is to help the person who is blindfolded color the picture. 
Each member of your team must think of a different way to communicate where 
the blindfolded person should and should not color and which colors he or she 
should use. You may use your voice to explain where to color, guide the blindfolded 
person’s hand with your own hand, or think of a completely different way to 
communicate. Be creative!

After all the teams have finished, have the students remove the blindfolds and look at 
their pictures. Allow them to show their pictures to the rest of the class.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What were some of the ways you communicated with the blindfolded 

person? 
 n  For those of you who were blindfolded, how did it feel to be directed by 

your team? 
 n  Which way was easiest to communicate with your blindfolded teammate? 

Why? 
 n How was this similar to the way God communicates with us?
 n  How does it feel when God communicates with you?

Say: God communicates with us in many different ways. Many times it is hard for 
us to hear him because we are concentrating on other things. We must always 
keep our eyes and ears open in order to know God’s direction in our lives. Today 
we will explore further how  GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN 
HE DIRECTS US.

Can You See What I 
Color? 
Supplies

crayons
newspaper
1 blindfold per 4 
students

1 copy per person of 
the “Coloring Blindly” 
handout (at the end of 
this lesson)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Bible Game Show  

What You’ll Do 
Hold up the Bible Timeline, and show kids the “God Speaks to Samuel” picture.

Form three teams, and ask them to read 1 Samuel 3:1-21. Have Team 1 focus its 
attention on verses 1-7, Team 2 on verses 8-14, and Team 3 on verses 15-21. Allow two 
minutes for kids to look over their passages.

Say: How many of you have seen the game show Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
We are going to play our own version called Who Wants to Win a Candy Bar?

To play this game, each team must choose one person to be the team representative. 
Each representative will be asked a series of five questions. In the first question, the 
student will play for a chocolate chip. In the second question, the student will play for 
a Hershey’s Kisses chocolate. In the third question, the student will play for a miniature 
candy bar. In the fourth question, the student will play for a regular-sized candy bar. And 
in the fifth question, the student will play for a giant-sized candy bar. After answering 
each question correctly, the student has the opportunity to choose to keep the prize 
or keep playing. If a student misses a question, his or her team automatically wins the 
chocolate chip. If the player doesn’t know the answer to the question, he or she has two 
“chocolate lines.” One chocolate line is the 50/50. If the player uses this line, the teacher 
will take two of the answers away, leaving the correct answer and one wrong answer. 
The other chocolate line is Ask Your Team. This line allows the player to ask his or her 
team for the answer.

Once each team has chosen a representative, pick one to go first. Place two chairs 
facing each other in the center of the room, and have the rest of the kids form a circle of 
chairs around the center.

Say: Let’s play Who Wants to Win a Candy Bar?

To introduce this activity, begin playing “Game Show Music” (track 11 on the CD).

Be sure to use the corresponding “Who Wants to Win a Candy Bar?” question cards for 
each player. After a player from each team has played the game, have kids return to their 
teams.

Bible Game Show 
Supplies

Bibles
3 chocolate chips
3 Hershey’s Kisses 
chocolates

3 miniature candy bars
3 regular-sized candy 
bars

3 giant-sized candy 
bars

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Game Show 
Music” (track 11)

“Who Wants to Win a 
Candy Bar?” question 
cards 

Bible Timeline

! ALLERGY
    ALERT

Bible Game Show
Easy Prep

Tear the “Who Wants 
to Win a Candy Bar?” 
question cards on 
the perforated lines. 
Separate them into 
team piles as indicated 
on the cards.
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Talk With Kids 
Have teams discuss these questions.

Ask: 
 n  How do you think Samuel felt when he found out that God was the one who 

was calling his name? 
 n  How did Samuel respond to God when God directed him? 

Have kids find and read the Key Verse, 1 Samuel 3:10, in Bible Buzz: “Then Samuel said, 
‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ ”

Ask: 
 n  How should we respond when God directs us? 

Say: God loves us very much and wants the best for us! That should give us all the 
more reason to obey him when he gives us directions. So keep your eyes peeled 
and your ears open because God is speaking to you!

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Prayer Time 

What You’ll Do 
Say: God communicates with us in many ways. We may not always hear God’s 
voice audibly speaking to us like Samuel did, but we know that he does speak to 
us and direct us in other ways. Often he uses the Bible and prayer, and other times 
he uses Christians or circumstances to speak to us. We just have to be listening 
and watching to know how he is directing us.

After Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening,” he was silent! He had his 
ears open, ready to hear what God had to say. We may not hear God speak to us 
the way he spoke to Samuel, but he speaks to us in different ways.

Have students find “Hearing God Speak” in Bible Buzz.

Say: Find a place in the room where you feel comfortable, and make your prayer to 
God “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Write in your Bible Buzz what you think 
God is saying to you. If you have trouble hearing God, use your Bible Buzz to write 
about how you feel as you listen for God’s voice.

Play the “Instrumental Praise” music (track 13) to help create a reflective mood during 
this activity.

Say: If you don’t hear God speaking to you today while you’re praying, don’t be 

Prayer Time 
Supplies

Bible Buzz
CD player
pens
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” (track 12), 
“Instrumental Praise” 
(track 13)

Prayer Time 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 6 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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discouraged! Remember, many times God chooses to speak to us in other ways. 
So be on the lookout this week! Listen to your Christian friends, be aware of your 
circumstances, and most important, read your Bible and pray!

Pass out copies of the lyrics and lead kids in singing “Holy, Holy, Holy” (track 12).

 Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God almighty!
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
(Repeat from the beginning.)

“Holy, Holy, Holy” by Reginald Heber.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
�GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN HE DIRECTS US. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on the Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Find another passage in the Bible that will remind you how God gives each 

of us guidance. Spend some time by yourself, thinking about what that 
passage really means, and what it means to you personally.

 n  What’s one thing you really need to hear from God about? Pray to God each 
night and ask him to speak to you about that thing. 

 n  Is there something God’s been telling you to do, but you haven’t been sure 
about whether to do it? Trust God, and commit to doing it. Share with a 
friend what happened as you followed God’s leading.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas.

Say:  GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN HE DIRECTS US. Let’s 
listen to God by following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about listening to God. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer.
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! OK
 TO COPY

Coloring Blindly
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! OK
 TO COPY

Lyrics 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God almighty!
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
(Repeat from the beginning.)

“Holy, Holy, Holy” by Reginald Heber.
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Lesson 7 

�Bible Point 
God lets us choose to 
obey or disobey.

Key Verse
“He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9). 

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of making 
God’s choices. 

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Truth and 
Consequences 
(about 15 min.)
Discuss and decide 
the consequences of 
different scenarios.

white paper, marker

Before class, write “Yes” on 
one side of a piece of paper 
and “No” on the other side. 
Create a total of four “Yes/No” 
signs. 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Many Chances to 
Obey 
(about 20 min.)
Plot the Israelites’ 
demand for a king, 
and explore their 
disobedience.

Bibles, pens, Bible 
Buzz

Tear out the Lesson 7 pages 
from each Bible Buzz student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

 

F ifth- and sixth-graders know that when they disobey their parents or other authority 
figures, punishment usually follows. However, many may think that because God 

is a loving God, he will not punish them. As you teach this lesson to your students, 
help them understand that God does love them and wants everyone to repent and 
come to him. However, when we disobey him, we must face the consequences. Those 
consequences may be the natural results of our actions, or they may come from a parent 
or authority figure. Either way, every act of disobedience has a consequence.

Saul Becomes King
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Wall of 
Disobedience 
(about 10 min.)
Write or draw ways 
that they have been 
disobedient to God.

markers, newsprint, tape

Tape a large sheet of 
newsprint on the wall with 
“Wall of Disobedience” 
written across the top. 
Set out several markers 
nearby.

Upside-Down and 
Inside-Out Lives 
(about 15 min.)
Discuss what it 
means to live for 
God instead of for 
themselves.

Bible Buzz, pens, CD player, 
copies of the lyrics (at the end 
of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD, Mini Wire 
Puzzles

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at 
Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Saul Becomes King
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24

Samuel Resists Israel’s  
Demand for a King 

Samuel strongly objected to Israel’s desire for a king. 
His objections may have arisen partly from the hurt 
caused by Israel’s rejection of him and his sons, but 
Samuel was also deeply concerned by the people’s 
motives in seeking a king. Because the people already 
had trouble trusting God, Samuel knew they would lean 
toward trusting the king and his military might instead 
of God. 

God didn’t want Israel to have a king, but the people 
wanted a king so badly that they wouldn’t listen to 
Samuel’s warnings (1 Samuel 8:10-18). God decided to 
grant their request. God chose to use their demands to 
further his purposes, but he also continued to expect 
them to be faithful to him.

God Prepares Saul to Be King  

When God chose to give Israel a king, he proceeded to 
show Samuel exactly who that king was to be. Saul, a 
head taller than his peers, would be readily accepted by 
the people because of his dominating physique. God 
even told Samuel about Saul the day before Samuel 
met him (1 Samuel 9:15-16). And God “changed Saul’s 
heart” (1 Samuel 10:9), apparently to prepare him to lead 
Israel by relying on God’s power.

As Saul was being installed as king, Samuel used 
the situation to remind the people that they had 
rebelled against God when they asked for a king 
(1 Samuel 10:17-19). But he presented Saul to the 
people as the king God had chosen and admitted 
that there was “no one like him among all the 
people” (1 Samuel 10:24).

The Jesus Connection

Jesus doesn’t force anyone to follow him. He wants 
us to love him as he loves us. We can choose an 
abundant eternal life by following him in obedience!
When have you stubbornly demanded your own way 
as the people of Israel did? How did your situation 
come out? God loves us, cares for us, and wants us 
to live for him. God wants the best for you. 

Commit today to seeking his guidance and following 
it obediently in your life. Talk to God about your 
commitment. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Truth and Consequences

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Have students 
form four groups. Give each group a “Yes/No” sign. Read the following scenarios. Tell 
students that they must decide whether the person in each scenario should pay the 
consequences for his or her action. After the groups discuss each scenario and the group 
members believe there should be consequences, they should hold up the “Yes” side of the 
sign. If the group members believe there should be no consequences, they should hold up 
the “No” side. Tell kids that if they use the “Yes” side, the group must also decide what the 
consequences should be.

When kids are ready, share these scenarios with the class. After each scenario, give groups 
time to decide whether the main character should face consequences for his or her actions.

Scenario 1: Kyle was caught taking Trevor’s in-line skates without asking if he could 
borrow them. Kyle said that he wasn’t stealing them but that he just wanted to try 
them out to see if he liked them. He said that he had planned on returning them to 
Trevor.

Scenario 2: Lisa’s mom asked her to take out the trash before she went over to Beth’s 
house. But Lisa got so busy getting ready to go to Beth’s that she completely forgot 
about her mom’s instructions. This is the third time this week that Lisa has forgotten to 
take out the trash.

Scenario 3: Dan got in trouble at school today and was given a note to give to his 
parents. He knew that his parents would be upset with him, so he decided not to show 
the note to them.

Scenario 4: Valerie’s mom had told her to be home in time for dinner, but her friend 
asked her to stay and finish playing the game they had started earlier in the day. 
Valerie knew that if she stayed and finished the game, she would be late for dinner. But 
she decided that her mom would understand.

Scenario 5: Adam broke the lamp in the family room. But when his mom asked him 
about the broken lamp, he said he knew nothing about it.

Scenario 6: Abbey’s parents don’t allow her to watch PG-13 movies. While she was at 
Sue’s house, Sue started watching a PG-13 movie. Abbey decided to watch it and just 
not mention it to her parents.

Truth and 
Consequences 
Supplies

white paper
marker

Truth and 
Consequences 
Easy Prep

Before class, write 
“Yes” on one side of 
a piece of paper and 
“No” on the other side. 
Create a total of four 
“Yes/No” signs. 
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Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Was it hard to decide whether these people should be punished? Why or 

why not? 
 n  Why must there be consequences for wrong actions? 
 n  What would happen if there were never any consequences for wrong 

actions?
 n  How do you feel when you have to face the consequences of your 

wrongdoings? 

Say: We all have done things that are wrong and have suffered the consequences. 
How many of you can predict how your parents will respond when you disobey them? 
Today we will explore an even bigger question: How does God respond when we 
disobey him?

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Many Chances to Obey  

What You’ll Do 
Have students form pairs. Have pairs turn to the “Obedience Flowchart” section of Bible 
Buzz and open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 8:1–9:2; and 10:17-24.

Say: Flowcharts are used to determine the consequences of various tasks or 
choices. For example, computer programmers use flowcharts to determine how to 
flow a program together to make it work. Tasks are placed in box-shaped symbols. 
Every task has one input and two outputs. In other words, once you complete a 
task, you have a choice before you go to the next task. The flowchart in your Bible 
Buzz is charting the process of Israel demanding a king.

In your pairs, one person should read the Bible passage listed in the flowchart 
symbol. Then discuss the question below the symbol and write a response next to 
the symbol. Follow the arrow on the flowchart to the next symbol and repeat this 
process for this symbol. Continue until you’ve explored all four flowchart symbols 
and recorded your responses.

Allow about 10 minutes for pairs to complete their flowcharts. 

Talk With Kids 
Have pairs discuss the following questions.

Many Chances to Obey  
Supplies

Bibles
pens
Bible Buzz

Many Chances to Obey 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 7 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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Ask: 
 n  What reasons did the Israelites give for wanting a king? 
 n  Do you think their reasons were justified? Why or why not? 
 n  Why do you think the Israelites ignored God’s warning about the problems 

a king would cause? 
 n  How did God respond to the Israelites’ disobedience?

Say: Notice how our flowchart shows how Israel had several opportunities to 
obey God and trust him to lead them without a king. But at each point of the story 
represented by our flowchart symbols, the people refused to listen to God or Samuel. 
But what about us? There are times we refuse to listen to God’s guidance as we 
disobey him.  GOD LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR DISOBEY. Let’s see if we can 
learn from the Israelites’ disobedience—and choose ways to obey God. 

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Wall of Disobedience  

What You’ll Do 
Say: How many of you have ever seen a picture of the Berlin Wall? For many years that 
wall divided Germany, separated families, and took away lots of people’s freedom. The 
wall seemed impenetrable, and many thought it would never fall. But after great struggle, 
the people tore it down. Our disobedience, or sin, has built a wall that separates us from 
God. Unlike the people who tore down the Berlin Wall, we can’t tear down the wall of 
disobedience.

I want each of you to think of different ways that you have been disobedient to God. 
Disobeying God means doing anything that isn’t pleasing to him. When you have 
thought of several examples, use a marker to either write or draw them on the wall of 
disobedience.

After all the students have written on the wall of disobedience, take the newsprint off of the 
wall. Have the entire group huddle in a corner of the room, and hold up the wall of disobedience 
in front of the class.

Say: Imagine that this wall is separating us from God. You cannot tear it down or 
destroy it.

Ask: 
 n  How does it feel to be separated from God?
 n  How do you think God feels to have this wall separating you from him?

Say: God tore down the wall of separation through Jesus’ death on the cross. If we 
believe in Jesus, there is no more wall between us and God.

Wall of Disobedience  
Supplies

markers
newsprint
tape

Wall of Disobedience  
Easy Prep

Tape a large sheet 
of newsprint on the 
wall with “Wall of 
Disobedience” written 
across the top. Set out 
several markers nearby.



67

Lesson 7 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

Rip the paper from top to bottom. Then have students find the Key Verse, 2 Peter 3:9, in 
Bible Buzz: “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.”

Ask a volunteer to read aloud the Key Verse while kids follow along in Bible Buzz.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Based on this verse, how do you think God responds when we disobey? 
 n  Why do you think God is patient with us? 

Say: If you haven’t accepted God’s offer of forgiveness, this verse gives you an idea of 
how much God wants you to. But if you have responded, God desires that we all obey 
him. Let’s explore how we can do that more.

Upside-Down and Inside-Out Lives   

What You’ll Do 
Show kids the Mini Wire Puzzles, and let them pass them around and take turns trying to solve 
them. You may want to use a timer so all kids get the same amount of time with a puzzle. 

As they’re working on solving the puzzles, say: At first glance it might not have seemed so 
bad for the Israelites to want a king. After all, their leaders were corrupt. We also may be 
tempted to justify our desires while not seeing how they displease God. God had Samuel 
warn the people, and they refused to listen. But we don’t have to make the same mistake.

Sometimes our lives might feel kind of upside down and inside out, like this puzzle. 
When we follow our own desires, we end up getting even more twisted. As you’re trying 
to solve this puzzle, think about an area of your life that you’d like God to help you turn 
right-side out.

After everyone has had a turn with a puzzle, have students find the “Upside Down” section in 
Bible Buzz. Provide pens, and allow kids to find a place in the room to work alone.

Say: In the first column of the “Upside Down” section, write a few things you do or 
choices you make because of what you want to do. Then turn your page upside down 
and write in the second column how trusting God to guide you in these situations would 
change the choices you make. Allow time.

Pass out copies of the lyrics and lead kids in singing “God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) 
(track 14).

Upside-Down and 
Inside-Out Lives 
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “God So Loved the 
World” (John 3:16) 
(track 14)

Mini Wire Puzzles
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 I believe in God:
’Cause what he says is true.
I believe that Jesus died
To save me and save you.

I believe in God
And all that he came to do.
I believe that Jesus died,
Because he loved both me and you.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Shall not perish.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Will have eternal life.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Shall not perish.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Will have eternal life.

“God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) by Ben Glover. © 2005 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How can asking God to help you live for him help you be more obedient to 

him? 
 n  How does your obedience please God? 



69

Lesson 7 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that �GOD 
LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR DISOBEY. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Buzz pages and choose one to do 
this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n Find another verse in the Bible that gives you the confidence to make the 

kind of choices God wants you to make.
 n What’s one choice you’re having a hard time making right now? Pray about 

it each night before you go to bed, and ask your parents or a trusted friend 
for advice.

 n Help your friends make good decisions. Let them know that God loves 
them and wants to help them make right decisions, too.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids will be 
more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say: �GOD LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR DISOBEY. Let’s choose to obey by 
following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about obedience. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Lyrics 

God So Loved the World (John 3:16) 
I believe in God:
’Cause what he says is true.
I believe that Jesus died
To save me and save you.

I believe in God
And all that he came to do.
I believe that Jesus died,
Because he loved both me and you.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Shall not perish.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Will have eternal life.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Shall not perish.

For God so loved the world
He gave his one and only Son,
That whoever believes in him
Will have eternal life.

“God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) by Ben Glover. © 2005 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 8 

�Bible Point 
Give your worries to 
God.

Key Verse
“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, 
which transcends all 
understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn 
that they can give their 
worries to God.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Make Your Worries  
Disappear  
(about 15 min.)
Create a product that 
can take away worry.

newsprint, markers, 
pens, Bible Buzz

Tear out the Lesson 8 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Cave Letters   
(about 15 min.)
Hide in caves and write 
letters to their families 
from the Israelite 
soldiers’ perspectives.

Bible Buzz, pens, 
bedsheets, flashlights

Use bedsheets to create 
a “cave” over tables and 
chairs in your classroom. 
Tie back a section to 
create a crawl-through 
opening for the cave and 
to allow in enough light 
for kids to see. You can 
also provide flashlights.

Our Advice    
(about 15 min.)
Role-play a 
conversation about 
worry between Saul and 
a worry adviser.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

 

F ifth- and sixth-graders are beginning the transition from childhood to adulthood. Up 
until now, their worries have probably been relatively few and childlike. As they begin 

to enter adulthood, they gain more responsibility and, therefore, added worries. They’re 
given more homework at school and are under more pressure to succeed. They’re also 
old enough to see and understand the worries their parents may be experiencing at 
home. Worry is beginning to enter their lives in a big way, and they are often unsure of 
how to deal with it. As you teach this lesson, help students understand that God loves 
them and wants them to give their worries to him.

Saul Makes a Big  
Mistake 1 Samuel 13:1-14
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Wash Your Worries 
Away 
(about 15 min.)
Draw their worries on 
the sidewalk and then 
wash them away.

sidewalk chalk, large 
bucket of water, plastic 
cups, CD player, copies 
of the lyrics (at the end 
of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Fill a large bucket with water, 
and place it out of the way for 
use at the end of this activity.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at 
Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Saul Makes a Big Mistake
1 Samuel 13:1-14

Worried Saul Takes Action, 
Disobeys Samuel 

As the Israelite army gathered to prepare for a 
counterattack by the Philistines, they began to fear, 
thinking of the thousands of chariots, horses, and 
soldiers the Philistines could muster. And as some of 
the Israelite soldiers began to desert, Saul panicked. 
Samuel had told Saul to wait seven days for him to 
arrive at Gilgal before taking action (1 Samuel 10:8). 
Samuel wanted to offer sacrifices to God and prepare 
the army spiritually for the battle that was to come. 

In his fear and anxiety, Saul overstepped his authority 
and proceeded with the sacrifices without Samuel. 
Saul was king, but he was not God’s appointed 
spiritual leader. Saul’s impatient actions demonstrated 
at least two flaws: He trusted his army more than he 
trusted God, and he thought performing a ritual could 
take the place of genuine faith.

Saul’s Disobedience Costs  
Him the Throne  

Saul could have prayed to God at any time, seeking 
God’s guidance and protection. He could have 
expressed his fears to God and asked for confidence 
to proceed at the proper time. Instead, he disobeyed 
a command of God that had come through Samuel, 
and he took matters into his own hands because of 
his lack of faith. 

The punishment for Saul’s offense was severe: Saul’s 
descendants would not inherit the throne of Israel. 
God had allowed Israel to have a king, but he wanted 
that king to honor and follow him. Saul sacrificed 
his dynasty through his willful disobedience. He was 
more concerned with consolidating his power and 
pacifying his people than with obeying God. Had Saul 
confessed his worries to God and trusted God to take 
care of him and win the battle for Israel, things may 
have been different. However, it’s impossible to know 

if Saul’s lack of faith and tendency toward fear would 
have emerged later even if he had waited for Samuel.

The Jesus Connection

It’s easy to get worried and fearful when things don’t 
look like they’re going our way, but because we have 
Jesus in our lives, we don’t need to be afraid!

How well does your life demonstrate the faith you 
have? In what areas does your trust fall short? Pray 
that you’ll show trust in your actions. You can write 
your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Make Your Worries Disappear  

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Form groups of 
four, and give each group markers, pens, and a sheet of newsprint.

Say: People try all kinds of things to escape from their worries. It is your group’s 
job to design a product and convince the rest of us that your product can make 
our worries disappear. You can make a food product, an exercise product, a 
travel product, or anything that you think would help us escape from our everyday 
worries. But you must be convincing. Use the markers and newsprint to draw and 
explain your product.

Students will find questions in the “No Worries” section of Bible Buzz to help generate 
ideas.

Give the students about five minutes to work on their products. After they have finished, 
give groups the opportunity to explain their products to the rest of the class and why 
and how their products will reduce worry.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  If you saw these products in a store, would you want to buy them? Explain. 
 n  Are any of your products truly effective? Why or why not? 
 n  What are some things that people do in real life to escape from their 

worries? 
 n  Do any of these things get rid of worries permanently? Why or why not?  

Say: Worrying never really makes our problems go away. So why do we worry? 
Good question! It definitely isn’t in God’s plans for our lives. God desires for us to 
be at peace. That means he doesn’t want us to worry! Today we’ll explore how you 
can �GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD.

Make Your Worries 
Disappear 
Supplies

newsprint
markers
pens
Bible Buzz

Make Your Worries 
Disappear 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 8 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Cave Letters 

What You’ll Do 
Give each person a pen, and have kids turn to the “Hiding in Caves” section of Bible 
Buzz. Then have kids crawl inside the cave and form pairs.

Say: Today we are going to take a step back in time. You are one of Saul’s soldiers, 
hiding in a cave to escape from the Philistines. As you enter the cave, remember 
that you are a soldier trying to escape from danger. While you are in your cave, 
read 1 Samuel 13:1-14 aloud with your partner. Then write a letter to your family 
describing how you feel, why you are worried, and how you plan on escaping from 
your worry. You can write your letter in the “Hiding in Caves” section of Bible Buzz.

Give students several minutes to work. Once they have finished, ask them to share their 
letters with the rest of the class.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How many of you have ever been in a real cave before?
 n  How did that make you feel? 
 n  How is that feeling similar to how you feel when you are worried? 
 n  What did Saul’s soldiers do when they were worried?
 n  What should we do when we’re worried? 

Our Advice 

What You’ll Do 
Have students form new pairs. One student will role-play Saul, and the other student will 
role-play the worry adviser.

Say: Now that we have looked at this situation from Saul’s and his soldiers’ points 
of view, let’s give them some advice. In your pairs, I’d like you to role-play a 
conversation between Saul and a worry adviser. Saul is very worried about what 
the future holds. How would you direct him?

After a minute or two, have the pairs switch roles. When they’ve finished, have several 
volunteers share with the whole group the advice they gave Saul.

Cave Letters 
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
bedsheets
flashlights

Cave Letters 
Easy Prep

Use bedsheets to create 
a “cave” over tables 
and chairs in your 
classroom. Tie back 
a section to create a 
crawl-through opening 
for the cave and to 
allow in enough light for 
kids to see. You can also 
provide flashlights.

Our Advice 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Advice to Saul” 
(track 15)
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Say: Now let’s listen to some advice from one of Saul’s advisers.

Play “Advice to Saul” (track 15).

Ask: 
 n  How was your advice similar to or different from the advice we just heard 

from Saul’s adviser? 

Say: Let’s look at the advice the Bible gives us about worry.

Have students find and read the Key Verse, Philippians 4:6-7, in Bible Buzz: “Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How is this advice different from the advice we heard from Saul’s adviser? 
 n What is the best advice we can offer to someone who is worried? 
 n What should we do when we’re worried? 

Say: When God’s peace guards your heart and mind, you are truly free from worry. 
God cares about you so much that he is willing to bear your worries so that you 
don’t have to worry anymore. But now the ball is in your court. It’s your decision to 
pray and  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD. 

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Wash Your Worries Away 

What You’ll Do 
Say: We all have things that we worry about. You may worry about your grades, 
making friends, pleasing your mom or dad, or making God happy. Let’s listen to a 
song that can help us deal with our worries.

Pass out copies of the lyrics, and lead kids in singing “Do Not Be Anxious About 
Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) (track 16).

Wash Your Worries 
Away 
Supplies

sidewalk chalk
large bucket of water
plastic cups
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Do Not Be Anxious 
About Anything” 
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
(track 16)

Wash Your Worries 
Away 
Easy Prep

Fill a large bucket with 
water, and place it out 
of the way for use at the 
end of this activity.
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 Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.
Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah.

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

“Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Say: Think about the ways this song helps us give our worries to God. Now let’s go 
outside and write on the sidewalk all the things that cause us to worry.

After kids have finished, have everyone gather around and look at all the worries 
represented on the sidewalk.

Say: There are many ways people try to get rid of worry. Saul’s soldiers tried to run 
and hide when they became worried, but that didn’t work. And when Saul became 
worried, he tried to fix the problem on his own, but that didn’t work either.
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Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n When you try to hide from your worries, how do you feel?
 n How can praying to God help you with your worries? 
 n What will you do when you’re worried?

Reread the Key Verse, Philippians 4:6-7, aloud.

Say: We all have worries to pray about. Let’s pray silently to God, asking him to 
take our worries away and thanking him that he has promised to do it.

Allow a few minutes for silent prayer. While kids are praying, bring out the bucket of 
water prepared earlier. After a few minutes have passed, give each student a plastic cup, 
and have kids fill their cups from the bucket and pour water over what they have written, 
to symbolize washing away their worries. It will take a few cupfuls of water to wash the 
words away. Give students a few minutes to wash them away.

Say: The Bible says we will have peace! Isn’t that incredible? Because we have 
peace, we don’t need to dwell on all these worries anymore. Just as you washed 
away your words with water, God takes our worries and washes them away. Let’s 
all yell “Thank you, God!” on the count of three!

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help you remember to 
 GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Each time you feel worried, write it down. Then look at that list and pray 

about each thing you’re worried about before going to bed.
 n  Create a picture or write a story about a time God helped you when you 

were worried about something. Keep it on your wall to remind you that God 
is still there to help you. 

 n  Help out a friend who’s worried about something, and let him or her know 
that God is there to help. Helping a friend is also a great way to forget 
about your own worries.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say: Remember to  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD by following through on your 
Daily Challenges this week. 

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about worrying. Kids can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” 
section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close with prayer.
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Lyrics 

Do Not Be Anxious About Anything  
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.
Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah.

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

“Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

! OK
 TO COPY
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Lesson 9 

�Bible Point 
Our hearts are what 
matter to God.

Key Verse
“The Lord does not look 
at the things man looks 
at. Man looks at the 
outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at 
the heart” (1 Samuel 
16:7). 

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn that 
our hearts are what 
matter most to God.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Outsides and 
Insides 
(about 20 min.)
Make a series of 
decisions, and 
discuss what matters 
to them.

sugar, salt, food 
coloring, paper, 
scissors, pens, 4 
magazine  pictures, 
tape, wrapped gift 
box, onions, garbage 
bag, individually 
wrapped candies, 2 
pitchers of water, 2 
cans of soda, small 
paper cups, Bible 
Buzz

Tear out the Lesson 9 pages 
from each Bible Buzz student 
book. 
Prepare five learning stations in 
your room.
•  Station 1: Fill one pitcher with 

water, salt to flavor it, and red 
food coloring. Fill a second 
pitcher with water, sugar, and 
red and green food coloring so 
it looks unappealing. Label the 
pitchers 1 and 2. Set out some 
small paper cups.

•  Station 2: Display a picture of 
a popular celebrity and one 
of an unknown, unattractive 
person.

•  Station 3: Place onions inside 
a gift-wrapped box, and 
then place the lid on it. Fill a 
garbage bag with individually 
wrapped candies.

•  Station 4: Display a picture of 
a popular celebrity and one 
of an unknown, unattractive 
person.

•  Station 5: Place a brand-name 
can of soda, and a generic 
version of the brand name. Set 
out cups.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

 

O ne of the primary tasks of adolescence is learning to answer this question 
affirmatively: “Do I matter?” In that regard, this lesson may play a crucial role in your 

students’ lives because it can help them understand that they matter immensely to God. 
God cares about their hearts. He sees their fears and insecurities, and he loves them 
anyway. Preteens need to know that they matter not because of how they look or what 
they do but because God loves them. Once they understand that, they can prioritize 
what matters to them based on what matters to God. By doing so, they can make a 
serious impact in the world.

God Chooses David  
to Replace Saul 1 Samuel 16:1-13
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

2

Bible 
Exploration

God’s Choice for King 
(about 25 min.)
Create campaigns for king 
candidates, and examine 
God’s criteria for a king.

Bibles, colored 
pushpins, pens, Bible 
Buzz
Teacher Pack: “Pick a 
King!” poster

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

My Decisions Matter 
(about 15 min.)
Consider God’s viewpoint on 
a decision they need to make, 
and then commit to care 
about the things God cares 
about.

CD player, index cards, 
pens, copies of the 
lyrics (at the end of this 
lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Pick a King!” poster

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Chooses David to Replace Saul
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Israel at War 

First Samuel 14–15 describes Israelite victories under 
the leadership of Saul and his son, Jonathan. The 
Philistines were routed (1 Samuel 14:22, 31). Saul then 
fought and won against enemies on every side, freeing 
Israel from the oppression it had been under (1 Samuel 
14:47-48). But Saul again made a big mistake. God 
directed Saul to attack the Amalekites and to destroy 
them because the Amalekites had resisted the Israelites 
when they came from Egypt toward the Promised Land 
(1 Samuel 15:1-3). The Amalekites were known for 
attacking defenseless villages in Israel, killing people, 
and taking everything—leaving those left alive without 
food. God wanted Israel to avenge the Amalekites’ 
cruelty and to destroy them entirely. 

Saul Again Disobeys God  

Instead of wiping out everything, Saul spared the king’s 
life and kept the best of the sheep and cattle. Once 
again, Saul disobeyed a direct command from God, 
doing what he thought would be most profitable for 
himself. As a result, God decided it was time to select 
another king. 

God again directed Samuel to the one who would 
be king of Israel. Samuel did what God told him to 
do and found himself looking over Jesse’s sons for 
the one who would replace Saul. Even Samuel was 
apparently expecting someone strong and tall, as Saul 
had been, but God had other plans. His statement 
should echo in our minds today: “Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7).

God Leads Samuel  
to Young David  

Apparently, David didn’t look very kingly at this point in 
his life. The evidence suggests that he may have been 

only about 12 when he was anointed by Samuel to be 
the next king. However, he had apparently developed in 
strength and courage as he tended his father’s sheep. 
The fact that God chose David after emphasizing the 
importance of his heart tells us that David’s heart must 
have been right before God.

The Jesus Connection

Jesus isn’t most concerned that we look like “good” 
Christians—appearance really doesn’t much matter. 

God has done so much for us! Seek daily to keep your 
heart focused on God. Ask God to help you have a 
heart that seeks him. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Outsides and Insides 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Distribute 
pens, and have kids find the “Decisions, Decisions” section of Bible Buzz. Ask students 
to visit the five learning stations, follow the instructions in Bible Buzz, and record their 
answers. Students should work individually and discreetly so as not to influence others’ 
decisions. To avoid a traffic jam, they may start at any station, but ask students to take 
only one paper cup to use at both drink stations.

When everyone has completed all five stations, have students sit down, and ask 
volunteers to share what they discovered at each station.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How did you decide what to choose at each station? 
 n  Do you think you made wise choices? Why or why not? 
 n  How were these decisions like choices you make in life? How were they 

different? 
 n  Did these choices matter to you? How might you have decided differently if 

you had been choosing between things that really matter? 

Say: Find a partner, and share three things that really matter to you and why.

Pause for students to follow your instructions. When they’ve finished, say: Now share 
with your partner if you think those things matter to God and why or why not.

Allow about three minutes for discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think matters to God? 

Say: We make decisions differently, depending on what they are and how much 
they matter to us. Often we consider just outside appearances without considering 
what’s on the inside. To make truly wise decisions, we ought to consider how God 
makes decisions. Today we’re going to look at one of God’s decisions and see that 
 OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD.

Outsides and Insides 
Supplies

sugar
salt
food coloring
paper
scissors
pens
4 magazine pictures
tape
wrapped gift box
onions
garbage bag
individually wrapped 
candies

2 pitchers of water
2 cans of soda
small paper cups
Bible Buzz

Outsides and Insides 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 9 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book. 
Prepare five learning 
stations in your room.
•  Station 1: Fill one 

pitcher with water, 
salt to flavor it, and 
red food coloring. 
Fill a second pitcher 
with water, sugar, and 
red and green food 
coloring so it looks 
unappealing. Label 
the pitchers 1 and 2. 
Set out some small 
paper cups.

(continued on next page)

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God’s Choice for King 

What You’ll Do 
Ask a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 16:1-5 aloud.

Say: Samuel is about to anoint the person God has chosen to be king of Israel. 
Before we get to the end of the story, let’s consider the candidates.

Display the “Pick a King!” poster from the Teacher Pack, and give a colored pushpin to 
each student. Have students line up in front of the poster.

Say: We’re going to play Pick a King! On this poster are the names of Jesse’s sons. 
One of them is God’s choice for king. When it’s your turn, you’ll close your eyes 
while I spin you around three times. Then, with your eyes still closed, you’ll try to 
place your pushpin on the right candidate to be the next king of Israel.

Remind students to notice what color their pushpins are before they close their eyes. 
Then let each student take a turn. The rest of the group may verbally coach the players, 
but they can’t touch them. Once the pushpin has been placed, the student may open his 
or her eyes. If the pin doesn’t land in any of the spaces on the circle, allow the student to 
place the pin in the space to which it is closest.

When everyone has had a turn, ask students to form groups based on which candidate 
they picked. It’s okay if a group is one student, but you could reallocate students to 
form equal groups if you wish. Tell preteens to follow the instructions in the “Kingly 
Candidates” section of Bible Buzz, and encourage them to be creative. They’ll present 
their candidates’ campaigns to the group when they’ve finished.

Give students 5 to 10 minutes to work before presenting their campaigns. Explain that 
God chose the king, but take a just-for-fun vote to see which candidate the group thinks 
would be the best king. Ask volunteers to explain their votes.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What qualities do you think matter in a king or any leader? Explain. 

Tell students to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 16:6-13, and ask a volunteer to read the 
story’s conclusion aloud.

God’s Choice for King 
Supplies

Bibles
colored pushpins
pens
Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack
“Pick a King!” poster

(continued from previous 
page)

•  Station 2: Display a 
picture of a popular 
celebrity and one 
of an unknown, 
unattractive person.

•  Station 3: Place 
onions inside a gift-
wrapped box, and 
then place the lid 
on it. Fill a garbage 
bag with individually 
wrapped candies.

•  Station 4: Display a 
picture of a popular 
celebrity and one 
of an unknown, 
unattractive person.

•  Station 5: Place a 
brand-name can of 
soda, and a generic 
version of the brand 
name. Set out cups.
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Ask: 
 n  How is the way God chose David to be king different from the way we 

chose our king candidates? 
 n  What does this story say about what matters to God? 
 n  What’s the difference between looking at the appearance and looking at the 

heart? Explain. 
 n  How would your choices be different if you considered the heart rather than 

appearances?

Say: God saw in David what Samuel didn’t necessarily see: a heart that followed 
the Lord and qualified him better than anyone else to be king. God cares about 
David’s heart, and he cares about your heart, too. Let’s talk more about that now.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

My Decisions Matter  

What You’ll Do 
Have kids find and read the Key Verse, 1 Samuel 16:7, in Bible Buzz: “The Lord does 
not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” Distribute an index card and pen to each student. Have students 
write the Key Verse on their cards.

Say: Today we’ve talked about how you make decisions and how God makes 
decisions based on what really matters. I’m going to play a song for you. While the 
song is playing, I want you to think about a decision that you need to make. For 
example, you may need to decide whether you want to do well in school or you 
may need to decide how you spend your free time. Ask yourself what God would 
think of your options and, based on the Key Verse, what he might decide. Then 
write your decision on the card.

Play “The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) (track 17). After students have 
finished writing their decisions, pass out copies of the lyrics, and encourage kids to sing 
along as you play it again.

 When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
But the Lord can see past all that,
So much more, as a matter of fact.

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;

My Decisions Matter 
Supplies

CD player
index cards
pens
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Lord Looks at 
the Heart” (1 Samuel 
16:7b) (track 17)

“Pick a King!” poster
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The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.

“The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Point to the “Pick a King!” poster.

Say: God chose David as king because David cared about the heart just as God 
does. Imagine that “God” is in the center of our poster in place of “David.” Look 
at your pushpin on the poster and imagine that it’s your heart. Is it an accurate 
representation of how close your heart is to caring about what God cares about? Is 
it farther away from God than it should be? Does it show that you’re closer to God 
than you really are?

Pause for students to silently consider the questions.

Say: Fold your index card so that your decision is hidden. When you’re ready, pin 
your card to the center of the poster with your pushpin. As you do this, make a 
silent commitment to God to follow through on your decision. As you care about 
the things that matter to God, your heart will grow closer to God as well.

 4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
 OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on the Bible Buzz pages and choose one to do 
this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Find another verse in the Bible that reminds you of what’s really important 

to God, and think about something you can do that would please God.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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 n  What ways do you try to impress others instead of God? Write them down. 
Then look at that list and pray daily that God will change your heart about 
those things.

 n  Who else needs to know that God cares about what’s in his or her heart? 
Spend some time with that person this week, and share the love of God 
with him or her.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD. Let’s show good hearts by 
following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about good hearts. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close with prayer.
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Lyrics 

The Lord Looks at the Heart  
(1 Samuel 16:7b)  

When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
But the Lord can see past all that,
So much more, as a matter of fact.

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.

“The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 10 

�Bible Point 
God can help us all do 
great things.

Key Verse
“I can do everything 
through him who 
gives me strength” 
(Philippians 4:13).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn that 
God can help them do 
great things.

As your students enter adolescence, they will begin asking enduring philosophical 
questions, such as “Who am I?” One way they explore answers to that question 

is by determining what they are good at. As you teach this lesson, encourage 
your students that anything they do for God is a great thing, even if it seems small 
compared to killing a giant. Use this lesson to help them believe that they can do great 
things for God.

David Defeats Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:1-50

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Great 
Accomplishments 
(about 20 min.)
Work in groups 
to examine great 
accomplishments.

Teacher Pack: “Great 
Things” cards

Separate the “Great 
Things” cards.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Greater 
Accomplishments    
(about 25 min.)
Reenact the Bible 
story, and discuss the 
difference between 
Goliath’s and David’s 
actions.

Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack: Bible 
Timeline Tear out the Lesson 10 

pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

 Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Stomping Out Sin    
(about 10 min.)
Stomp on balloons that 
symbolize the sins in 
their lives.

CD player, markers, 2 
balloons per student, 
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at 
Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

 Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

David Defeats Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-50

David Enters Saul’s Court

When David was asked to play the harp to soothe 
Saul’s troubled spirit (1 Samuel 16:23), Saul was 
completely unaware that David was to replace him as 
king. David served Saul faithfully, and Saul liked him 
so much that the king made David one of his armor 
bearers. This exposure to the workings of leading a 
nation was likely a great training experience for David, 
even though Saul had no idea he was training his 
replacement! 

In reading the story of David and Goliath, it may seem 
strange that two armies would occupy hills opposite 
each other and wait for 40 days without attacking. 
However, if either army rushed down its hill and across 
the valley and then tried to rush up the other hill to 
attack, that army would likely suffer tremendous 
casualties. So each army waited for the other to attack 
first. 

In ancient times, when “champions” such as Goliath 
were designated to fight as representatives of their 
armies, the outcome of the entire battle was to rest 
on that one fight. However, the results of that fight 
were thought to be controlled more by the gods of the 
warriors than by the strength or cunning of the warriors 
themselves. Saul apparently wasn’t confident enough 
in his God to face Goliath. Fortunately, David was! 

David’s Faith in God  
Carries the Day  

We tend to think of the “five smooth stones” as pebbles, 
maybe as big around as a quarter. However, each one 
was probably bigger than a baseball. The impact of such 
a stone, which could be slung at a speed of about 100 
miles per hour by someone skilled with a sling, would 
definitely be sufficient to kill a man. 

The mighty Saul, who stood a head taller than the other 
Israelites, was afraid to fight Goliath. But David, who was 

probably only 17 or 18 years old at the time, knew that 
God was with the Israelites and that God would defeat 
Goliath. 

The Jesus Connection

No matter who we are, when Jesus is our friend and 
our lives are devoted to following him, he can do 
exciting things through us. 

When have you done something for God that you 
didn’t feel qualified to do? What great things might 
God be waiting to do through you? Thank God for the 
chances given to you to do great things for God. You 
can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Great Accomplishments

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Ask students to 
form six groups, and give each group one of the “Great Things” cards from the Teacher 
Pack. Instruct groups to read the information on their cards and then discuss why the 
accomplishments were great. Allow five minutes for groups to work.

Ask groups to introduce themselves to the class as if they were the people on their cards. 
Each group member should answer one of the following questions: “Who am I?” “What 
great thing did I do?” and “Why is what I did a great thing?” Give groups no more than a 
minute to present. 

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Have you ever witnessed someone doing a great thing? Explain. 
 n  What qualifies as doing something great? 
 n  Share with your group one great thing you’ve done or one great thing you’d 

like to do and why. 

Ask a few volunteers to share.

Ask: 
 n  What’s the difference between doing a great thing and doing a great thing for 

God? 

Say: Many people do great things, but not everyone who does something great 
does it for God. Today we’re going to discuss how  GOD CAN HELP US ALL DO 
GREAT THINGS for him.

Great 
Accomplishments
Supplies

Teacher Pack
“Great Things” cards

Great 
Accomplishments
Easy Prep

Separate the “Great 
Things” cards.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Greater Accomplishments

What You’ll Do 
Hold up the Bible Timeline, and show kids the “David Defeats Goliath” picture. Ask 
students to find the “Great Goliath” script in Bible Buzz. Form two groups: the Philistines 
and the Israelites. Assign two Philistines to role-play Goliath. One student can carry 
the other on his or her back. You may choose to read the Narrator’s lines or assign a 
Philistine to read them. Assign one Israelite to role-play David, one to role-play King 
Saul, and three to role-play David’s brothers. Explain that when the script is attributed 
to either the Philistines or the Israelites, everyone in that group reads it together. As 
directed in the script, have students act out the scenes.

Read the script, and then discuss these questions.

Ask: 
 n  How does this story describe Goliath?
 n  What has Goliath done so far?
 n  If you had been in the Philistine army, how would Goliath’s actions have 

seemed great? 

Have students turn to the “David’s Deed” script in Bible Buzz and act it out.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How does this story describe David? 
 n What did David do that made his actions great actions for God?
 n  What was the difference between Goliath’s attitude and David’s? How did 

their attitudes determine whether they did great things for God?
 n Do you think David is ordinary or extraordinary? Explain. 
 n Who can do great things for God? Explain. 

Say: David, a young shepherd boy, killed a warrior giant. Nobody thought he 
could do it. But with God’s strength, he conquered Goliath, won the war for Israel, 
defended God’s name, and set an example for us. Let’s find out now how  GOD 
CAN HELP US ALL DO GREAT THINGS.

Greater 
Accomplishments
Supplies

Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack
Bible Timeline

Greater 
Accomplishments
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 10 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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 3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Stomping Out Sin  

What You’ll Do 
Have students find and read the Key Verse, Philippians 4:13, in Bible Buzz: “I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength.”

Say: We’re going to listen to a song based on our Key Verse. Listen to what the song 
says about the things you could do for God.

Pass out copies of the lyrics, and lead kids in singing “The Strength I Need” (Philippians 
4:13) (track 18).

 I can do everything,
Everything through him 
Who gives me strength. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, 
The strength I need, 
The strength I need.
(Repeat.)

So we sing
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, 
Jesus gives me the strength I need, you see.
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh,
Jesus gives me all the strength I need.
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh,
Jesus gives me the strength I need, you see.
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh,
Jesus gives me, he gives me the strength I need.
You give me the strength I need.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

You give me the strength I need.

“The Strength I Need” (Philippians 4:13) by Ben Glover. © 2006 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Ask: 
 n What are some ways that God gives you strength? 

Say: As the song said, one great thing you could do for God is go against the world’s 
flow and not sin. I’m going to give you a balloon and a marker. Blow up your balloon 

Stomping Out Sin 
Supplies

CD player
markers
2 balloons per student
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Strength I 
Need” (Philippians 
4:13) (track 18)

! BALLOON
 WARNING
To avoid choking hazards, be 
sure to pick up pieces of any 
broken balloons promptly. 
Balloons may contain latex.
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and tie it. Then use the marker to write some sins you struggle with—for instance, 
lying, laziness, or disrespecting your parents. You don’t have to be specific. In fact, 
you could just write initials or symbols that mean something to only you.

Give kids a minute or two to follow instructions. When they’ve finished, ask them to put 
their balloons in the middle of the floor.

Say: I’m going to play the song again. This time while the music plays, work together 
to stomp on the balloons. Allow time.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How was stomping on balloons like stomping on sin? How was it different?
 n How could you stomp on sin in your life? 
 n How is stomping on sin doing a great thing for God?

Give each student another balloon, and have students blow up and tie these balloons. 
Make sure each person has a marker, and ask kids to write the Key Verse on the balloons. 
Ask them to take their balloons with them to remind them that they can stomp on sin.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
 GOD CAN HELP US ALL DO GREAT THINGS.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n What’s one great thing you want to do for God right now? Write it down, 

and pray about it each night. Ask God what he wants that great thing to 
look like.

 n Is someone else already doing a great thing for God that you want to be 
part of? Ask that person and God (and your parents) if you can join in, and 
stay with whatever commitment you make.

 n Is there something you can do as a class for God this week? Talk about it, 
come up with a plan, and do it!

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  GOD CAN HELP US ALL DO GREAT THINGS. Let’s do great things for God 
by following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about God’s help. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for giving each person the strength he or she needs to 
face the Goliaths in life.
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Lyrics 

The Strength I Need (Philippians 4:13)  

I can do everything, 
Everything through him 
Who gives me strength. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, 
The strength I need, 
The strength I need. 
(Repeat.)

So we sing 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, 
Jesus gives me the strength I need, you see. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, 
Jesus gives me all the strength I need. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, 
Jesus gives me the strength I need, you see. 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh, 
Jesus gives me, he gives me the strength I need. 
You give me the strength I need.  

(Repeat from the beginning.)

You give me the strength I need.

“The Strength I Need” (Philippians 4:13) by Ben Glover. © 2006 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

! OK
 TO COPY
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Lesson 11 

�Bible Point 
God helps us be loyal 
friends.

Key Verse
“But there is a friend 
who sticks closer 
than a brother” 
(Proverbs 18:24).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of sticking 
by their friends, even 
when it’s not an easy 
thing to do.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Friend-Work 
(about 15 min.)
Work with partners 
to complete a series 
of instructions and 
compare that to loyalty 
in friendship.

balloons, scissors
Teacher Pack: “Friend to 
Friend” poster

Cut apart the nine 
statements on the 
“Friend to Friend” 
poster. Place them in 
nine stations in your 
room so kids can 
see them.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Loyal Friendship 
(about 30 min.)
Demonstrate what they 
learn about loyalty, and 
then create a description 
of the ideal friend.

CD player, pens, Bibles, 
Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 
11 pages from each 
Bible Buzz student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

 

D uring adolescence, friends begin to play new roles in kids’ lives. Rather than simply 
being playmates, friends become advisers and confidants. They even help to define 

one another’s self-concept. During this lesson, encourage your students to take their 
friendships seriously and to evaluate the kind of friends they have and the kind of friends 
they are.

Jonathan Warns David  
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Sticking Close 
(about 15 min.)
Learn what it means 
to “stick closer than a 
brother.”

masking tape, CD player, 
copies of the lyrics (at the end 
of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Jonathan Warns David
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

An Unwavering Friendship

Jonathan and David became friends on their first 
meeting. At the time, Jonathan didn’t know that David 
had been anointed king after Saul, when Jonathan 
would have expected to succeed his father. However, 
when Jonathan learned that God had anointed David, 
his feelings for David didn’t change. Jonathan preferred 
losing the throne of Israel to losing David’s friendship. 

As David’s Fame Grows,  
So Does Saul’s Jealousy    

After killing Goliath, David apparently became part of 
Saul’s court, doing whatever Saul asked him to do. And 
he did everything so well that Saul gave him a high rank 
in the army (1 Samuel 18:5). Unfortunately, the people 
began to honor David above Saul, and Saul grew jealous 
(1 Samuel 18:6-9). Twice Saul tried to kill David by 
hurling a spear at him, but David managed to dodge the 
spear (1 Samuel 18:10-11).  

The remainder of 1 Samuel 18 records Saul’s continuing 
efforts to have David killed, but none of his schemes 
worked. Finally, Saul openly told his son and servants 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:1). At this point Jonathan 
demonstrated the depth of his love for David. He warned 
David about his father’s decree and cautioned David to 
go into hiding.

Jonathan’s Loyalty Torn Between 
His Friend and His Father

We have no reason to believe that Saul’s agreement not 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:6) wasn’t sincere. But the evil 
spirit that had been tormenting Saul wasn’t finished. 
Saul again tried to spear David, and David escaped for 
good (1 Samuel 19:9-10). 

As revealed in 1 Samuel 20, Jonathan at first couldn’t 
believe that his father wanted to harm David. When 

Jonathan discovered how fervently Saul wished for 
David’s death, Jonathan was so troubled that he 
couldn’t eat (1 Samuel 20:30-34). The following day 
Jonathan warned David to stay away for his safety. 
David bowed before Jonathan to acknowledge his debt 
to his friend, and they sadly went their separate ways. 
  
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is such a loyal friend that he died on the cross 
for us. 

In what situation might you need to choose loyalty 
over something you desire? God wants us to be true 
to our friends—commit today to stay loyal to your 
friends in ways that honor both God and your friends. 
Pray about your commitment. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Friend-Work 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Have students 
form pairs. They will stay with their partners for most of the lesson.

Give each pair a balloon to blow up and tie.

Say: There are nine stations in the room with instructions for you to complete with 
your partner. Choose where you and your partner would like to begin. It’s okay if 
more than one pair goes to the same station. At each station you must complete 
the task with the balloon between you and your partner while you both stand back-
to-back. You can’t touch the balloon with your hands unless you drop it, and then 
you can pick it up only to put it back in place. You must complete one instruction 
before you can continue to another station.

Allow pairs a moment to get comfortable with the balloons between them. Encourage 
kids as they work through the instructions at each station. If they pop their balloons, 
hand them another one. After about five minutes, gather everyone together.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Were the instructions easy or difficult to follow? Explain. 
 n  How would this activity have been different if you didn’t have to keep the 

balloon between you and your partner? Explain. 
 n  How was this activity like friendship? How was it different?
 n  Did reading the instructions make this activity easier or harder? Explain. 
 n  How is that like distractions in your friendships? 

Ask pairs to face each other and discuss how they would define loyalty. After a few 
moments, ask a few volunteers to share their definitions. 

Ask: 
 n  What is a friendship with loyalty like? What would it be like without loyalty? 
 n  How is loyalty more than keeping a friend’s secrets? Explain. 
 n  Share with your partner one time you can recall being loyal to a friend. 

Say: Loyalty is an important part of friendship, and friendships are important to God. 
Today we’re going to look at the friendship that David and Jonathan shared and see 
how loyal these friends were to each other. From their example we’ll be able to better 
understand how  GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS even when it’s hard. 

Friend-Work 
Supplies

balloons
scissors
Teacher Pack
“Friend to Friend” 
poster

Friend-Work 
Easy Prep

Cut apart the nine 
statements on the 
“Friend to Friend” 
poster. Place them in 
nine stations in your 
room so kids can see 
them.

! BALLOON
 WARNING
To avoid choking hazards, be 
sure to pick up pieces of any 
broken balloons promptly. 
Balloons may contain latex.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Loyal Friendship 

What You’ll Do 
Say: We’re going to listen to David tell us about one of his friends. Listen 
specifically to what he says about his friend.

Play “My Buddy Jon” (track 19). Then ask volunteers to share what they heard David say 
about his friend.

Distribute pens, and assign each pair a section of the Bible story: 1 Samuel 18:1-4 and 
19:1-7; 1 Samuel 20:1-11; 20:12-23; 20:24-34; and 20:35-42. It’s okay if more than one 
pair is assigned the same passage or if pairs are assigned more than one passage.

Have kids find the “Dave and Jon’s Excellent Adventure” section in Bible Buzz. Say: 
Read your assigned Bible passage, and then complete the instructions in Bible 
Buzz.

Give pairs about 10 minutes to work together. When they’ve finished, ask them to share 
(in order of Bible passages) what they learned from Jonathan and David and their most 
creative ways of demonstrating loyalty today. Tell students they can be creative in their 
presentations by acting, miming, or doing whatever method works best to show what 
they learned about loyalty. 

Talk With Kids 
Lead all of the kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n How would you describe Jonathan and David’s friendship?
 n What does it mean to be loyal? 
 n How important do you think loyalty is to a friendship?
 n What kind of a friend was Saul? Explain. 
 n How do you choose your friends? 
 n Why do you think God cares about your friendships? 

Say: Find the “Ideal Friend” section of Bible Buzz and, with your partner, write a 
description of an ideal friend. While you work, think about how David described 
his friendship with his buddy Jon and what you learned from the Bible about their 
friendship.

After a few minutes, ask volunteers to share what they wrote.

Say: You have some wonderful ideas of what it means to be a loyal friend. Let’s 
continue talking about how you can become a more loyal friend.

Loyal Friendship 
Supplies

CD player
pens
Bibles
Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack
CD: “My Buddy Jon” 
(track 19)

Loyal Friendship
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 11 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Sticking Close  

What You’ll Do 
Ask pairs to stand back-to-back, and tape them together at the waist using masking tape.

Say: I’m going to play a song for you. As long as the music plays, move around the 
room. If you break your tape, stop and I’ll repair you. If the music stops, freeze. The 
pair who freezes last can come sing along with the song. While you’re moving, listen 
to the lyrics of this song.

Pass out copies of the lyrics, and lead kids in singing “Brotherly Love” (Romans 12:10) 
(track 20). Stop and start the music until you have a winning pair. You may need to play 
the song a few times. As students are called out of the game, ask them to remain taped 
together. Encourage kids to sing along with the song.

 Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah.

Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.
Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.

Your love must be real;
It must be sincere.
Honor one another above yourselves.

Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.
(Repeat 4x.)

“Brotherly Love” (Romans 12:10) by Jay Stocker. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Talk With Kids 
With kids still taped together, lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  Was this activity easier or harder than keeping the balloons between you 

Sticking Close
Supplies

masking tape
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Brotherly Love” 
(Romans 12:10) 
(track 20)
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and your partner? Explain. 
 n  Was it hard not to tear your tape? Why or why not?
 n  What might cause you to tear your loyalty from a friendship? 
 n  What can you do when it feels as if the music’s going to stop in your 

friendship? 
 n  How can God help you strengthen your loyalty to your friends?

Have students find and read the Key Verse, Proverbs 18:24, in Bible Buzz: “There is a 
friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

Ask: 
 n  How did this activity illustrate this verse? 
 n  According to this verse, what does it mean to be loyal? 
 n  Why is loyalty in friendship so valuable?

Tell students to read the Key Verse again, but this time ask them to substitute the words 
“I am” for “There is” so that the verse reads, “I am a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.” Ask each student to repeat the sentence. When everyone has said it, say it 
together loudly and joyfully.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
 GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS even when it’s hard.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  As you pray this week, ask God to show you how to be a better friend and 

ask for opportunities to show your friendship.
 n  Think about the friendships you have right now. What’s one way you can be 

more loyal to those friends? Do it this week.
 n  Is there someone you know who could really use a friend right now? Spend 

some time with that person, really listen to what he or she has to say, and 
share the love of God with him or her.

 
Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS even when it’s hard. Let’s be loyal 
friends by following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about loyalty. Kids can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” 
section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for giving us examples in the Bible of how friends can be 
loyal to each other even when it’s hard.
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Lyrics 

Brotherly Love (Romans 12:10) 
Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah, yeah, 
Yeah.

Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.
Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.

Your love must be real;
It must be sincere.
Honor one another above yourselves.

Be devoted to one another
In brotherly love, in brotherly love.
(Repeat 4x.)

“Brotherly Love” (Romans 12:10) by Jay Stocker. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

! OK
 TO COPY
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Lesson 12 

�Bible Point 
God wants us to solve 
conflict peacefully.

Key Verse
“Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. Be careful 
to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. If it 
is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone” 
(Romans 12:17-18).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn 
that God wants us to 
settle our differences 
peacefully.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

An Ordinary Day at 
Liberty School 
(about 20 min.)
Define conflict, and 
discuss real-life 
scenarios involving 
conflict.

construction paper, 
tape, marker, pens, 
Bible Buzz, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 12 pages 
from each Bible Buzz student 
book. Write the word conflict 
in big, bold letters on several 
sheets of construction paper, 
and tape the signs all over 
the room. Make at least one 
sign for each student.

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Conflict Puzzle 
(about 25 min.)
Piece together clues 
from the Bible story 
to uncover a hidden 
message.

Bibles, pens, Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack: “Conflict 
Clues” puzzle Separate the pieces of the 

“Conflict Clues” puzzle. Mix 
the pieces, and place them 
in a pile. 

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

   

T he media inundates students with stories that show violence as the appropriate 
way to handle conflict. From cartoons to movies, the media certainly illustrates 

inappropriate ways to handle conflict. Students have either been desensitized and 
have never questioned how to handle conflict or firmly believe that violence is the right 
way because they don’t know of any other options. Since preteens spend so much 
time watching television, going to the movies, or playing video games, what the media 
communicates should be clearly brought into the open. As you discuss conflict today, 
help preteens see the positives of nonviolent solutions to conflict.

Abigail Makes Peace 
1 Samuel 25:1-35
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Recipe for Handling Conflict 
(about 15 min.)
Discuss right ways to handle 
conflict.

CD player, pens, “conflict” signs
Teacher Pack: CD

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Abigail Makes Peace
1 Samuel 25:1-35

David’s Travels

First Samuel 21–24 describes David’s movements as 
he gathered a band of loyal soldiers around him and 
roamed the countryside, seeking to evade capture by 
Saul and his troops. 

David and his men had apparently been in the area of 
Nabal’s home for some time. In those days it was not 
uncommon for bands of raiders to steal livestock from 
men such as Nabal. But instead, David had instructed 
his men not to take anything that didn’t belong to 
them, and David’s band must have also driven off 
raiders who had intended to steal from Nabal. David 
simply asked Nabal for some provisions in return 
for his men’s kind treatment. Common hospitality of 
the day would have dictated that Nabal give food to 
David’s men if he was able to do so. 

Abigail Intervenes Between David 
and Her Husband, Nabal    

Nabal’s rude response set off a natural human 
reaction in David. Fortunately, Nabal’s wife, Abigail, 
was not as foolish as Nabal. She knew she had to 
intervene or many lives would needlessly be lost. She 
took matters into her own hands, bringing to David 
and his men a generous offering of food (1 Samuel 
25:18). She then took the risk of confronting David 
and pointing out to him that taking revenge on Nabal 
would not please the Lord (1 Samuel 25:30-31).

When Nabal Dies, David  
Marries Abigail

It’s interesting to note Abigail’s injection of humor 
to lighten the conflict. She pointed out that Nabal’s 
name, likely a nickname, meant “fool.” Nabal 
embodied an Israelite’s description of a fool: 
insensitive, selfish, and disrespectful. Abigail’s 
diplomatic efforts helped David see that she was right, 

and he praised God for having sent her to stop him 
from reacting hastily. 

When Nabal found out what had happened, he had a 
heart attack and died 10 days later. David must have 
appreciated Abigail’s wisdom and initiative: After 
Nabal died, he took Abigail as his wife!
 
The Jesus Connection

As much as most of us dislike conflict, it’s inevitable. 
But with Jesus at our side, we can handle it in a way 
that honors him: peaceably! 

When have you responded in anger after someone 
insulted you? How could you have handled that 
conflict better? If we trust that God is in control, we 
can respond in gentleness when we’re wronged. Ask 
God to help you resolve a conflict that troubles you. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

An Ordinary Day at Liberty School 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Ask: 
 n  What does the word conflict mean?
 n  What are some examples of conflict?

Have kids find the “Lessons at Liberty School” section in Bible Buzz.

Say: Today we have a chance to hear some kids your age who are in the midst 
of conflicts. Let’s visit Liberty School and listen to some conflicts that you might 
relate to. As you listen to each situation, write your explanation of the conflict in 
your Bible Buzz.

Play “Liberty School Conflict 1” from the CD (track 21). After listening to the first conflict, 
pause the CD and allow a minute for kids to complete the first explanation.

Play each “Liberty School Conflict” (tracks 22-25), pausing the CD after each conflict 
so kids can write their responses. After the final conflict, take time to discuss each one. 
Have students give their explanations of the conflicts, and then ask a few to predict 
how the conflict will be handled. Make sure everyone has a clear understanding of each 
conflict.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Have you ever experienced any of these situations? If so, explain. 
 n What are some ways you might deal with these conflicts? 

Say: Conflict is inevitable, and since there is no way to escape it, we can learn 
how to deal with it. We have the opportunity to learn from a woman named Abigail. 
From her example, we’re going to discover an answer to the question, How should 
we handle conflict? Let’s meet Abigail and learn from her experience. 

An Ordinary Day at 
Liberty School 
Supplies

construction paper
tape
marker
pens
Bible Buzz
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Liberty 
School Conflicts” 
(tracks 21-25)

An Ordinary Day at 
Liberty School 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 12 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book. 
Write the word conflict 
in big, bold letters 
on several sheets of 
construction paper, 
and tape the signs all 
over the room. Make at 
least one sign for each 
student. 
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Conflict Puzzle 

What You’ll Do 
Have preteens form five groups, and give each group three of the “Conflict Clues” puzzle 
pieces. Have kids open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 25 and find the “Conflicting Characters” 
section of Bible Buzz.

Say: In order to get to know Abigail, we must investigate her situation. Each group 
has several pieces of information about the conflict. In your group read 1 Samuel 
25:1-35, and investigate the clues revealed on your puzzle pieces. Ask yourself 
questions such as “What role does this clue play in the story?” “What character 
does this clue relate to?” and “What is the significance of this clue?” For example, 
if you pick the “donkey” clue, find “donkey” in the Bible story, and share in your 
group the significance of the donkey. You might explain how the donkey carried 
Abigail and the gifts to David in the ravine. Because the donkey relates to Abigail, 
you would write these details under “Abigail” in Bible Buzz.

Allow students several minutes to investigate their clues. Circulate among the kids, 
helping them as needed. When everyone has finished, ask kids to sit in a circle or gather 
around a table.

One at a time, have each group place its three puzzle pieces in the center of the circle or 
on the table while a representative from the group briefly shares what the group’s puzzle 
pieces reveal about the story. Continue until each group has had a turn. As more groups 
share, the puzzle pieces will be easier to fit together.

When all the clues have been explained and the puzzle has been put together, ask a 
volunteer to read the Key Verse, Romans 12:17-18, revealed by the puzzle: “Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How does this verse apply to the conflict?
 n How did David react to the conflict? 
 n  How was Abigail’s reaction to the conflict different from David’s and 

Nabal’s? 
 n Which character do you resemble when you face a conflict? 
 n How should we handle conflict? 

A Conflict Puzzle 
Supplies

Bibles
pens
Bible Buzz
Teacher Pack
“Conflict Clues” puzzle

A Conflict Puzzle
Easy Prep

Separate the pieces 
of the “Conflict Clues” 
puzzle. Mix the pieces, 
and place them in a 
pile. 
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Say: Facing conflict is hard. Like Nabal, you may wish it would just go away. But 
conflict must be handled, and Abigail provided a good example. She immediately 
faced the conflict with humility and wisdom and actually praised David, who 
was about to destroy her household. She offered him gifts and resolved the 
conflict with peaceful words. Likewise,  GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT 
PEACEFULLY.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Recipe for Handling Conflict 

What You’ll Do 
Have students each pull down a “conflict” sign from the wall and bring it back to their 
seats.

Say: On the back of the “conflict” sign, I’d like you to rewrite the Key Verse in your 
own words.

When students have finished, ask several volunteers to read their paraphrases. As you 
ask the following questions, direct students to write their answers underneath their verse 
paraphrases.

Ask: 
 n  How did Abigail illustrate this verse in the way she handled conflict?
 n  Based on Abigail’s example, how should we handle conflict? 

Say: Abigail gave us a recipe to handle conflict. She immediately approached David. 
Choosing her words carefully, she praised him, acted humbly, and sought peace.

Ask: 
 n  Why is it difficult to behave as Abigail did? 

Say: God calls us to seek peace, but it isn’t easy because our selfish and prideful 
selves do not always want to seek peace. God can help us overcome our 
selfishness and pride. Remember Abigail and that God honored her actions. Her 
humility and directness delighted the Lord. Let’s go back to Liberty School and 
discuss how these students should handle their conflicts. Let’s apply what we have 
learned from Abigail and our Key Verse and decide how these students should 
resolve their conflicts.

Play the “Liberty School Conflict” tracks again (tracks 21-25). Listen to each conflict 
and, as a class, discuss an appropriate solution. Because students will have different 
answers, your discussion will be rich with many ways to constructively resolve conflict. 
After you have discussed each conflict, lead students in saying the Key Verse again. 

Recipe for Handling 
Conflict 
Supplies

CD player
pens
“conflict” signs
Teacher Pack
CD: “Liberty 
School Conflicts” 
(track 21-25)
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4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge for the week to help us remember that 
 GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT PEACEFULLY.

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Buzz pages and choose one to 
do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n   Find another verse in the Bible that reminds you of how God wants you to 

handle conflict when it comes, and pray that God would make that verse more 
real to you.

 n   If you’re in conflict right now, write down your thoughts and feelings, and try 
to look at the situation from the other person’s point of view as well. Pray over 
your list each night, and ask God how he wants you to handle that situation.

 n   Is there a conflict you know of where you could be an Abigail and help others 
make peace? Ask God how he can use you.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n   What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Say:  GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT PEACEFULLY. Let’s be 
peacemakers by following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about peace. Kids can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” 
section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

As you close in prayer, review Abigail’s recipe of resolve: Go immediately, use your 
words carefully, act humbly, and seek peace.

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Lesson 13 

�Bible Point 
God wants us to love 
our enemies.

Key Verse
“But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute 
you” (Matthew 5:44). 

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Students will learn the 
importance of loving 
their enemies, just as 
God loves them.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Are You My Enemy? 
(about 15 min.)
Role-play what they’d 
do if they faced an 
enemy. 

paper, tape, markers

Make signs with 
statements such as 
“Busted your lip” or 
“Gossiped about you.” 
You’ll need one sign for 
each student.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Police Reports 
(about 15 min.)
Create detailed reports 
of the confrontation 
between David and 
Saul.

Bibles, Bible Buzz, pens
Teacher Pack: Bible 
Timeline

Tear out the Lesson 13 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.

Abstract Implications 
(about 10 min.)
Create a model that 
represents David’s 
forgiveness.

Bibles, modeling clay, 
chenille wires, cardboard

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

 

I n today’s society, preteens are confronted with a variety of enemies—school bullies, 
feuding neighbors, rivaling siblings. And they’re confronted with a variety of ways they 

can deal with these enemies. Violence is often an easier choice than talking. Shooting is 
commonly mistaken for a peacemaker. As you teach this lesson, help kids see the self-
destructive nature of revenge and recognize the power God gives them to actively love 
the people who hurt them.

David Spares Saul’s Life 
1 Samuel 26:5-25
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LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Doing What’s Right 
(about 20 min.)
Make a list of 10 things they’ll 
do when they face an enemy, 
and then make a commitment 
to love their enemies this 
week.

Bible Buzz, pens, CD 
player, copies of the lyrics 
(at the end of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

Bible Buzz

Weaving Faith at Home
(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

David Spares Saul’s Life
1 Samuel 26:5-25

David Passes Opportunities  
to Kill Saul 

This passage describes the second time David spared 
Saul’s life; the first is recorded in 1 Samuel 24. David 
and his men were hiding in a cave when Saul came 
into that very cave to relieve himself. Even though his 
men urged David to kill Saul on the spot, David refused. 
In spite of the events in the cave, Saul and his men 
continued to pursue David. 

David and one of his men, Abishai, sneaked into Saul’s 
camp at night, probably in order to spy on Saul’s army. 
Abishai was ready to kill Saul. Abishai’s feelings are 
understandable in light of the fact that Saul had unjustly 
pursued David and his men in an effort to kill them! But 
David again refused to kill God’s anointed king. David 
trusted that Saul would die according to God’s timing. 
David wasn’t about to force God’s hand!

Saul Promises (Again) to Stop 
Trying to Kill David, and Breaks 
His Promise (Again)    

When Saul learned that David had spared his life a 
second time, he promised to abandon his efforts to kill 
David. Saul’s response demonstrated his inner turmoil. 
At many moments such as this, Saul had made similar 
promises but then had hardened his heart and resumed 
his pursuit of David. Even Saul’s final statement to 
David in this passage (1 Samuel 26:25) is simply an 
acknowledgment of fact rather than an expression of 
good will. Saul simply admitted that David was blessed 
by God and would eventually prevail, a response that 
was almost forced upon Saul by David’s generous 
refusal to kill him when he had ample opportunity. 

In the story of Saul and David, we are shown contrasting 
ways of dealing with enemies. Saul pursued and 
deceived, seeking to kill. David consistently showed 
mercy and an unwillingness to harm his enemy. 

The Jesus Connection

Jesus loved even the people who nailed him to the 
cross. As we seek to be like him, we’ll be able to love 
even those who want to harm us! 

How do you feel toward those who make things tough 
for you? Do those feelings please God? With God’s 
love in our hearts, we can love even our enemies. Pray 
for God’s help loving a person who’s hard to even like. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Are You My Enemy? 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Instruct the 
kids to tape the signs (one each) on the front of their shirts. Help students tape blank 
sheets of paper on their backs. Then have them sit on the floor.

Say: Today you have the opportunity of a lifetime. Have you ever wanted to express 
how you’d respond if someone did something really mean to you? Well, today you 
get to do that.

Instruct students that they’re to wander around the room, wearing their signs. Tell them 
to read each person’s sign, think about how they’d react, and then write their responses 
on the blank paper taped to the back of each person. Give kids the signal to begin, and 
allow them three minutes to read each sign and write their reactions.

Talk With Kids 
When time is up, ask students to form groups of three. Have groups discuss these 
questions.

Ask:
 n  Which of these situations have you experienced? 
 n  When have you had to deal with an enemy? 
 n  What’s the first thing we should do when we face an enemy? 

When groups have finished discussing, explain that you’d like them to choose a situation 
on one of the group members’ signs and role-play what they’d do if they actually were 
in that situation. For example, if a group chooses “Busted your lip,” the group members 
might create a role-play in which they want to bust the other person’s lip, too, but talk 
about it instead and decide to love the person anyway. Give groups time to create their 
role-plays. When groups are ready, have each group present its role-play for the rest of 
the class.

Ask:
 n  Did you choose a positive or negative way to handle the situation? Why? 
 n  What’s the most difficult thing about facing an enemy? 
 n  Is it ever okay to treat your enemies the way they treat you? Why or why 

not? 
 n  How should we treat our enemies? 

Say: Treating our enemies right is hard. We’ll always have enemies, and how we 
treat them is important. Treating them the right way is extremely important. Let’s 
learn more about how we can do this.

Are You My Enemy? 
Supplies

paper
tape
markers

Are You My Enemy? 
Easy Prep

Make signs with 
statements such as 
“Busted your lip” or 
“Gossiped about you.” 
You’ll need one sign for 
each student.



123

Lesson 13 Grades 5 & 6 Summer Quarter

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Police Reports 

What You’ll Do 
Hold up the Bible Timeline and show kids the “David Spares Saul’s Life” picture. Say: 
What would it be like to forgive someone who mistreated you? Would it be easy for 
you? Let’s look at a time in David’s life when he was faced with the challenge of 
forgiving his greatest enemy, King Saul.

Have kids form pairs, and give each person a pen. Instruct pairs to look at the “Enemy 
Facts” section of Bible Buzz. Explain to groups that you’d like them to read 1 Samuel 
26:5-25 and look for particular facts about David, Saul, and what happened in the story. 
Tell pairs to look for anything that will help them understand the story and what’s going 
on. Have kids write their observations in Bible Buzz. After a few minutes, have groups 
gather in the center of the classroom.

Say: The local police have asked you to create a composite report of this event. It 
seems that they’ve had a lot of complaints about the relationship between David 
and Saul, and they’d like you to create a report based on the facts that you’ve 
recorded.

Tell groups that they can write their composites in the “Enemy Facts” section of Bible 
Buzz. After a few minutes, have groups read their police reports.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  If this had been a modern movie, how do you think a movie director would 

have ended it? 
 n  Do you think seeking revenge is more common today than in David’s time? 

Why or why not? 
 n  Are there ever times seeking revenge is okay? Why or why not? 
 n  How should we treat our enemies? 

Say: David and Saul had an amazing encounter. And this wasn’t the first or the last 
of their disputes. But David teaches us something remarkable in this encounter. He 
teaches us that you can forgive your enemies and not pursue revenge.

Police Reports 
Supplies

Bibles
Bible Buzz
pens
Teacher Pack
Bible Timeline

Police Reports 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 13 
pages from each Bible 
Buzz student book.
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Abstract Implications  
What You’ll Do 
Have students form groups of four. Distribute modeling clay, chenille wires, and 
cardboard to each group.

Say: Now that we know the facts of the situation, I’d like you to read the Bible story 
again and discuss how you think David felt in this situation. Then use the materials 
I’ve given you to present your interpretation of how David was able to forgive Saul. 
For example, you might make a sculpture that illustrates David asking God for 
strength or shows David putting his anger aside so he could forgive.

Give groups time to create their models. Have groups use the cardboard as the base for 
their creations. When groups have finished, ask each group to stand and explain its model.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  Do you think it was easy for David to forgive Saul? Why or why not? 
 n  Why do you think David chose to forgive his enemy?
 n  Do you think God was pleased with David’s response to Saul? Why or why not? 
 n  Based on David’s example, how should we treat our enemies? 

Say: The encounter between David and Saul was unpleasant, and not all of us 
would handle ourselves the way David did. But  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR 
ENEMIES. Even though David probably felt angry and betrayed by Saul, he was still 
able to forgive him by putting his trust in God to make things right.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Doing What’s Right  

What You’ll Do 
Say: David’s reaction to Saul was astounding. Many of us might not have 
responded the same way toward Saul. Let’s stop and consider what we would do if 
we faced what David faced.

Ask students to find the “Rating Forgiveness” section of Bible Buzz. Explain that you’d 
like them to form groups of four and discuss their reactions to the questions and then 
rate their responses on the continuum. When students have finished, ask them to share 
their responses with the rest of the group.

Doing What’s Right 
Supplies

Bible Buzz
pens
CD player
copies of the lyrics (at 
the end of this lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Love and Pray” 
(Matthew 5:44) 
(track 26)

Abstract Implications 
Supplies

Bibles
modeling clay
chenille wires
cardboard
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Say: Loving our enemies and not seeking revenge is a great idea when you read 
about it in the Bible. But how are we supposed to live out that idea in real life? 
At the beginning of this lesson, we talked about several ways we might typically 
deal with our enemies. Now let’s talk about specific ways we can follow God’s 
command in dealing with our enemies.

Have kids find and read the Key Verse, Matthew 5:44, in Bible Buzz: “But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n How should we treat our enemies? 
 n What does it mean to love your enemies?
 n What does it mean to pray for people who persecute you? 
 n  What are some specific, practical things we can do to show love to our 

enemies? 

Have kids form groups of four and find the “Forgiveness Top 10” section in Bible Buzz. 
Make sure everyone has a pen. Have groups work together to create a list of the top 10 
ways they can show love to an enemy who does something to hurt them. For example, 
kids might write, “Try to talk it out” or “Do something nice that the enemy won’t expect.” 
Give groups time to create their lists.

When they’ve finished, have groups present their lists. Then pass out copies of the 
lyrics, and lead kids in singing “Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) (track 26).

 And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
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This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

“Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) by Rob Biagi. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Now I’d like you to put all of this information into practice. For this week’s 
Daily Challenge, I’d like you to choose one real-life event when you were being 
teased or hurt by someone you consider to be an enemy. Then circle one or two 
items on your “Forgiveness Top 10” list that you will commit to do for that enemy 
this week. Remember, loving your enemies isn’t easy, but if you commit to do it, 
God will give you the strength to love them.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, place, and other ideas. 

Daily Challenges
Supplies

Bible Buzz
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Say:  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES. Let’s love our enemies by 
following through on our Daily Challenges this week.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about loving our enemies. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Buzz pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Have kids find a place in the room where they can be alone.

Say: You’re committing today to not seek revenge on your enemies. You’re 
committing to not hurt those who seek to hurt you. You’re committing to love your 
enemies. Let’s take a moment to pray about your commitments and to pray for 
your enemies.

Give students time to pray silently about their commitments and for their enemies.
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! OK
 TO COPY

Lyrics 

Love and Pray  (Matthew 5:44) 
And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

“Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) by Rob Biagi. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.




