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Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n  Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n  Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n  You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…
that’s wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW 
gives you a fresh strategy for being more 
successful than ever in bringing families 
closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

God Helps Gideon Defeat the 
Midianites Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24

Bible Point
We can trust God with 
the future.

Key Verse
“So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen 
you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my 
righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will trust God 
with their futures.

T he first- and second-graders in your class express their worries in many ways. 
Some children will repeatedly bring up an incident or concern in conversation, in an 

attempt to find reason and reassurance. Other children may avoid activities that remind 
them of a worry. However children express their worries, use this lesson to remind them 
that God is bigger than any of our fears.

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Lean on Me  
(about 10 min.)
Help a partner cross 
the room.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible
Exploration

Many Midianites 
(about 10 min.)
Cover “Israel” with 
“Midianites” as they 
hear of the awful 
things the Midianites 
did to the Israelites.

Bible, map, marker, tape, electric 
fan
Teacher Pack: “Midianite” cards, 
“Gideon’s Army Surrounds the 
Midianites” poster (from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack)

Carefully separate 
the cards and set 
them in a pile. Write 
“Israel” in large 
letters on a map.

Hideout! 
(about 15 min.)
Hide in a “fort” as 
they hear how God 
called Gideon to fight 
the Midianites.

Trumpets and 
Torches
(about 15 min.)
Make trumpets 
and charge into the 
“Midianite” camp 
to scare away the 
Midianites.

My Bible Fun, 1 cardboard tube per 
child, transparent tape, scissors, 
markers, electric fan
Teacher Pack: 
“Midianite” cards

Tear out the Lesson 
1 pages from 
each My Bible Fun 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving
Faith

Into Life

Blown Away   
(about 10 min.)
Write their worries, 
and then blow the 
worries away with 
a fan.

markers, electric fan, CD player, 
one copy per child of the lyrics 
page (at the end of the lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD, “Midianite” 
cards

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at 
Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

My Bible Fun

Tear out the letter 
to parents from the 
back of each My 
Bible Fun.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Helps Gideon Defeat the Midianites
Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24

Judges Were Called by God 
When Crises Erupted

This lesson begins a section looking at the period of 
the judges. After Joshua died, there was no immediate, 
clear leader of the people of Israel. Instead, God raised 
up different leaders at different times for different tasks, 
and they all received special power from God to do 
what God wanted them to do. These leaders were 
called judges, though they didn’t function primarily as 
arbitrators or administrators of justice. In most cases, 
they were military leaders, called upon to deliver Israel 
from foreign enemies. 

God Calls the Unlikely Gideon 

Gideon’s description of himself might remind us of the 
great King David, who was yet to come. Both were the 
youngest in their families. Gideon did not think of himself 
as a military leader, but God knew what Israel needed. 
Israel didn’t need a leader who would trust in his military 
ability; rather, Israel needed a leader who would humbly 
rely on God for guidance and strength.

God Wins the Battle  
Against the Midianites 

God’s instructions to whittle Gideon’s army to 300 men 
seem absurd. But God wanted the people of Israel to 
see that they were saved by God’s power rather than 
their own military might. We aren’t told why the manner 
of the soldiers’ drinking—either by stooping to drink 
the water directly or cupping it to their mouths—was 
significant. Perhaps it was simply a way to reduce the 
number of men; perhaps it was a method to choose 
those who were most alert. The 300 men who kept their 
heads up may have demonstrated an alertness that was 
lacking in the men who stooped to drink.

It’s astonishing that the Israelites didn’t strike anyone 
with a sword at the beginning of the battle. After raising 
their torches and blowing their trumpets, Gideon and his 
soldiers held their positions while the Midianites turned 
upon one another with their swords (Judges 7:21-22)—
God won the battle for them.
 
The Jesus Connection

When we have a relationship with Jesus, no matter 
what happens to us, we can be sure he’ll be there.
 
Think back on Gideon’s feelings of inadequacy. 
When have you felt that way? How did God help you 
through it? How did that experience help grow your 
faith? Pray that in your inadequacies, God will help 
you lean on your faith and move forward in confident 
trust. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Lean on Me

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Have kids get in pairs. Say: You and your partner must stand side by side and 
each place one arm over your partner’s shoulder. Pause while children follow your 
instructions. Now decide which partner is wearing the most blue. Pause. That 
person will be the Hopper. If you’re a Hopper, lift the leg that is closest to your 
partner. Pause while Hoppers follow your instructions. If you’re a Hopper, hold the 
arm that is farthest from your partner behind your back. When I turn on the music, 
partners will work together to get to the other side of the room and back. Ready?

Turn on the CD to “So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) (track 2), and let kids begin moving 
across the room. When partners return, have them trade roles and play again. When 
everyone has been a Hopper, turn off the CD player and gather the children.

Say: The Bible tells us that God helps us, kind of like the way you helped the 
Hoppers! Listen while I read our Key Verse, Isaiah 41:10. Read aloud the Key Verse: 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n   What was it like to be a Hopper? 
 n   When you weren’t a Hopper, how did you help your partner?
 n   What does dismayed mean?
 n   How does God help us when we’re afraid or feel disappointed?

Say: God gives us strength when we’re afraid or sad. He holds us up and helps us, 
just as you helped your partners in our game. God is strong, so we can trust him 
with our futures! In our Bible story today, we’ll learn how God helped a man who was 
afraid. Gideon learned that  WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE.

Lean on Me
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “So Do Not Fear” 
(Isaiah 41:10) (track 2)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Many Midianites  

What You’ll Do 
Have the children form a circle, and then tape the map to the floor or a table in the 
middle of the circle. Place an electric fan nearby, pointing right at the map. (You won’t 
use the fan until the last Bible Exploration activity.)

Show the “Gideon’s Army Surrounds the Midianites” poster (from the Big Bible Poster 
Pack). Say: God’s special people were called the Israelites. They lived in a place 
called Israel. We’ll pretend that this is a map of Israel. Open your Bible to Judges 6, 
and show children the passage. The Bible tells us about a time Israel was taken over 
by some really bad people called Midianites. The Bible says that the Midianites 
were like swarms of locusts because there were so many of them!

Give each child a “Midianite” card. Explain that these represent the Midianites who 
swarmed into Israel. Tell children that the Midianites did awful things to the people of 
Israel. As you tell the bad things the Midianites did, point to two or three children. Have 
them walk their Midianites to the map and lay their cards on the map.

Say: The Midianites destroyed the plants the Israelites had planted. (Point.) They 
camped on people’s land. (Point.) They took the Israelites’ sheep (point), cattle 
(point), and donkeys. (Point.) The Midianites took over the Israelites’ land (point) and 
forced the people into hiding. (Point.) Look at the map! Israel was just like that—
covered with mean, nasty Midianites. Most of the Israelites left their homes and 
went up into the mountains where they could hide.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n   How do you think the Israelites felt about the Midianites? 
 n   What do you think the Israelites thought about their future? 

Say:  WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE. Even when things seem scary 
and we don’t know what will happen, God takes care of us.

Many Midianites 
Supplies

Bible
map
marker
tape
electric fan 
Teacher Pack
“Midianite” cards
“Gideon’s Army 
Surrounds the 
Midianites” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Many Midianites 
Easy Prep

Carefully separate the 
cards and set them in 
a pile. Write “Israel” in 
large letters on a map.
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Hideout!

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s pretend we’re the Israelites, hiding from these terrible Midianites. The 
Bible says the Israelites built shelters in caves. Let’s use our chairs and tables to 
make a hideout to keep us safe from the Midianites.

Help children use chairs and tables to make a simple “fort” in which everyone can sit 
comfortably for the remainder of the Bible story. Hurriedly gather children inside, as if 
you’re fleeing from Midianites. As you tell the following story, occasionally peek out to 
“look” for approaching Midianites.

Say: An Israelite man named Gideon was threshing his wheat in a wine press. A 
wine press is kind of like a little swimming pool, where he could be out of sight. 
While Gideon was threshing, an angel came and spoke to him. The angel told 
Gideon to go and save Israel from the Midianites.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How did Gideon show that he trusted God with the future?
 n  Why do you think Gideon trusted God? 
 n  How can we trust God with the future? 

Say: Gideon was afraid! “But Lord, how can I save Israel? My family is the weakest 
in the whole country, and I am the least in my family.” But God said, “I will be with 
you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together” (Judges 6:15-16). That’s 
just like our Key Verse! Read aloud the Key Verse from Isaiah 41:10: “So do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” So Gideon agreed to fight 
the Midianites.
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Trumpets and Torches 

What You’ll Do 
Peek out from your hideout.

Say: There are a lot of Midianites out there. Do you have any ideas for how Gideon 
could fight all those men? Allow children to share their ideas. God had a different way 
for Gideon to fight. First, he helped Gideon choose a small army—only 300 men! 
And he didn’t give them swords or spears. He gave them trumpets, torches, and 
pitchers. Let’s make some trumpets so we can see how this amazing story ends.

Have kids turn to the “Trust Trumpets” section of their My Bible Fun pages. Distribute 
cardboard tubes, scissors, tape, and markers, and allow children to decorate their Trust 
Trumpets. Each child can cut out the Trust Trumpet, wrap it around a cardboard tube, 
and tape it in place. When everyone has a trumpet, continue the story.

Say: That night, Gideon’s men lit their torches and then turned the pitchers upside 
down over the flames to keep them dim.

Whisper: They took their torches and trumpets and sneaked up on the Midianite 
camp. Motion for kids to follow as you sneak out of the hideout. Tiptoe to the map with 
the paper “Midianites” scattered on it from the “Many Midianites” activity.

Whisper: When Gideon gave the signal, the men broke the pitchers so the torches 
blazed. Then they blew their trumpets loudly. And they shouted, “A sword for the 
Lord and for Gideon!” (Judges 7:20). Are you ready?

Nod to give the “go” signal and hurry to the “camp” (the map), yelling into your 
“trumpets.” Gather kids in a half-circle around the “Midianites,” positioning yourself near 
the fan.

Say: The Midianites were so afraid of the noise and the lights (turn the fan on high, 
scattering the cards) that they ran away! Some of the Midianites were so confused 
that they attacked their own men! God helped Gideon defeat the Midianites. Leave 
the fan on until all the cards have blown away from the map.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was Gideon worried about at the beginning of the story?
 n  How did he learn to trust God with the future?
 n  Why does God want you to trust him with your future?

Say: Gideon was worried that the Midianites might hurt him or take his land. But 
when Gideon trusted in God’s help, God used Gideon to do amazing things.  WE 
CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE, too.

Trumpets and Torches
Supplies

My Bible Fun
1 cardboard tube per 
child

transparent tape
scissors
markers
electric fan 
Teacher Pack
“Midianite” cards

Trumpets and Torches 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Blown Away 

What You’ll Do 
Let each child collect a “Midianite” card from the floor.

Say: We may not face Midianites today, but we do have worries that make us feel 
like Gideon did. Turn to a partner, and share something that’s coming up that’s 
making you feel worried. Maybe you’re nervous about leaving your dog at home 
while you’re on vacation. Or you might be worried that your best friend won’t be in 
your class next year. Talk to your partner, and then use markers to draw a picture 
of your worry on the back of the card.

While partners are sharing and drawing, quietly play the song “So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 
41:10) (track 2 on the CD). When the song ends, have children bring their cards and sit in 
a circle.

Have kids place their cards in a pile on the floor. Lead children in singing “So Do Not 
Fear” (Isaiah 41:10), referring to the copies of the lyrics if necessary. As you sing, turn 
the fan on high to scatter the cards. 

 So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Blown Away
Supplies

markers
electric fan
CD player
one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: So Do Not Fear” 
(Isaiah 41:10) (track 2)

“Midianite” cards
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What were some of your worries?
 n  Do you trust that God will take care of that worry? Why or why not? 

Say: Remember, our Key Verse from Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I 
will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Let’s show that we trust God to take 
care of these worries!

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Tell a friend that he or she can trust God with the future.
 n  Take a walk with a family member and thank God for his plans for your 

future.
 n  Pray and tell God you trust him with your future completely.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n   What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s show that  WE CAN TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE by following 
through on our Daily Challenges.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Weaving Faith at Home
Send the letter to parents home with your kids or give it to parents when they pick up 
their children. This is a great way to show families they’re important to your church and 
to support their role as spiritual leaders to their children.

Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how we can trust God with the future. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids. Pray: Loving God, we’re so glad that 
we can trust you with our futures. We thank you for being a mighty and loving God 
who strengthens and protects us. As we offer these worries to you, replace our 
fear with your peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Tear out the letter to 
parents from the back 
of each My Bible Fun 
student book.
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Lyrics 

So Do Not Fear (Isaiah 41:10)

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 2 

Samson Receives Strength 
From God Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Good Gifts Game  
(about 10 min.)
Discover what God’s 
gifts are and how to 
use them.

colored construction paper, 
tape

2

Bible  
Exploration

Samson’s Strength  
(about 5 min.)
Participate in an active 
retelling of the Bible 
story.

Bible, long-haired wig
Teacher Pack: 
“Samson” poster 

Samson Puppets  
(about 10 min.)
Create puppets to use 
in telling the Bible 
story.

paint stirrers, fine-tipped 
colored markers, glue sticks, 
scissors, yarn, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

Hair Today, Gone 
Tomorrow  
(about 20 min.)
Continue assisting in 
story presentation.

Bible, shoestring licorice, 1 pair 
of safety scissors per child, 
Samson puppets from previous 
activity
Teacher Pack: “Samson” 
poster

Carefully cut around 
the blank face of 
Samson on the poster, 
leaving a hole for kids 
to look through.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F irst- and second-graders have tons of energy and love discovering new skills. 
However, some children are more advanced than others in areas such as physical 

development, artistic capability, and small-muscle skills such as writing. Reassure 
children that as they grow they will improve their skills. More important, be sure to focus 
on the spiritual gifts God has given your kids. Help children realize that being a good 
listener is a gift, helping others is a gift, and being a good friend is a gift. Gifts come in all 
shapes and sizes, and it’s what’s on the inside that matters most.

Bible Point
God gives us gifts to 
serve him.

Key Verse
“Each one should 
use whatever gift 
he has received to 
serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s 
grace in its various 
forms” (1 Peter 4:10).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will use their 
gifts to serve God.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

My Gift to God  
(about 10 min.)
Discover ways they 
can thank God for 
the gifts he has given 
them.

Bible, My Bible Fun, colored 
markers or crayons, CD 
player, one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the end of 
the lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 
2 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book. 

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at 
Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Samson Receives Strength From God
Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30

The Nazarite Vow

Before he was born, Samson was set apart to live the 
life of a Nazarite (Judges 13:2-7). A Nazarite abstained 
from wine, never used a razor, and avoided contact 
with any dead body.

Even though Samson was declared a Nazarite, he 
likely adhered only to the second of these practices. In 
fact, an examination of his life as described in Judges 
14–16 reveals that he was not a particularly religious 
or even morally upright person. Even so, God selected 
him and used him mightily in delivering Israel from the 
Philistines. 

Samson’s Great Victories  
and Failures 

In spite of his great victories for Israel, Samson is 
especially known for his failure. He could have led 
Israel to a position of great strength. He could have 
led people back to God. He could have wiped out the 
Philistines, preventing them from ever bothering Israel 
again. Instead, he confided in the foreign woman whom 
he apparently loved, but who was set on his destruction. 
Even so, the New Testament doesn’t remember Samson 
as a failure. In Hebrews he is listed among those who 
faithfully served God (Hebrews 11:32). 

In spite of his failings, Samson had kept his vow to 
keep his hair long. When he told Delilah the secret of his 
strength and his hair was cut, everyone could see that 
God was no longer working in Samson’s life.

Samson, Humiliated by 
Philistines, Is Redeemed  

The temple in which Samson was mocked was not 
only a temple to the god Dagon, but it was also an 
entertainment center. Thousands crowded into the 
temple to see Samson in disgrace. They even gathered 

on the roof to see the spectacle below. Archaeological 
evidence has revealed that one type of ancient temple 
was supported by two central wood pillars on marble 
bases. His strength renewed by God, Samson was able 
to push those pillars off their bases, thereby collapsing 
the whole roof and killing everyone under and on top of it.
 
The Jesus Connection

It’s great to have a friend in Jesus! When we mess up, 
he’s always there to forgive us. 

Samson had unbelievable strength that he started 
out using for God. But then he messed up—big time! 
When have you felt you’ve really messed up? How 
has that failure affected your serving God? Talk to 
God about that. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Good Gifts Game

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Ask: 
 n  What is the best gift you have ever received?
 n  What is the best gift you have ever given? 
 n  When you give someone a gift, how do you decide what type of gift to give? 

Say: God gives each of us gifts, too, and chooses them much the same way we do. 
He gives us gifts we’ll like and be able to use.

Let’s play a game to help us discover some of the gifts God has given to us and 
then talk about how we can use them!

Tape a different color sheet of construction paper to each corner of your classroom. 
Gather children in the middle of the room. Name different skills that you know your 
kids are good at or they enjoy, and name a color of one of the papers you hung up. 
For example, you might say, “If you’re good at riding your bike, run to the red corner! 
If you’re good at drawing, run to the blue corner!” Continue with suggestions such as 
music, singing, laughing, hugging, helping others, jumping, and talking.

After the game, gather kids on the floor in a circle.

Say: God has given each of us things we’re good at. And those things we’re good 
at are called gifts from God. The things you do well, such as art, music, sports, 
laughing, hugging, and helping people, are all gifts from God. We can use our gifts 
from God to serve him.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What are some things you are especially good at? 
 n  Were you surprised at how many things our class is good at? Why or why 

not?
 n  How could you use singing to serve God? How could you use drawing? 

sports? 

Say:  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM. In today’s lesson, we’re going to 

Good Gifts Game
Supplies

colored construction 
paper

tape
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learn about a man named Samson and what he did with a gift God gave him—the 
gift of strength. As you listen and learn, think of ways you would have used that gift 
of strength. Are you ready? Let’s find out what happened!

 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Samson’s Strength

What You’ll Do 
Show the “Samson” poster. Say: In the Old Testament of our Bibles, there was a man 
named Samson. God gave Samson a very special gift—the gift of strength. Let me 
see how strong you are! Show me your muscles! Pause.

You look strong! But God made Samson really strong, and the secret to his strength 
was his hair! Put on a long-haired wig. That’s right—Samson had very long hair that 
had never, ever been cut because he had been set aside for God as a Nazarite. That 
was their custom. If anything happened to Samson’s hair, he wouldn’t be strong 
anymore because he wouldn’t have kept himself set apart for God.

The Philistines were people who were angry with Samson because Samson had 
used his strength against them. But Samson’s people, the people of Judah, were 
afraid of the Philistines. They were afraid that the Philistines would try to hurt 
Samson and would hurt them, too. Listen to what the Bible says.

Read aloud Judges 15:9-12.

Ask: 
 n  Why do you think the men from Judah would turn Samson over to the 

Philistines? 
 n  How do you think Samson felt when he was turned over to the Philistines? 

Say: Samson wasn’t worried. He knew that God had made him strong for a reason, 
so he thought fast! Let’s see what his plan was.

Read aloud Judges 15:12-13.

Ask:
 n  How do you think Samson could defend himself against the Philistines?
 n  What would you do if you were all tied up? 

Say: There Samson was, with his hands all tied up with new ropes. New ropes, 
mind you—not old ones that he could easily break! Let’s imagine how Samson 
must have felt. Link arms with the people sitting beside you, and imagine you are 
Samson all tied up. Now let’s find out what happened!

Samson’s Strength
Supplies

Bible
long-haired wig
Teacher Pack
“Samson” poster
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Read aloud Judges 15:14. Have children free their arms at the appropriate point.

Ask: 
 n  So now that Samson is free, what do you think he’ll do?

Say: Samson was only one man—and there were a lot of angry Philistines coming 
after him! But remember, God had given Samson the gift of strength. Let’s find out 
what Samson did next.

Read aloud Judges 15:15-16.

Say: Now that was pretty strong of Samson! God makes each one of us strong in 
certain areas.  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM. Some of us are strong in 
drawing pictures; some of us are strong in singing songs; some of us are good 
runners! Whatever we’re good at comes from God because he wants us to be able 
to use these things to serve others and glorify him. Let’s make a reminder of how 
we all have strengths, like Samson had.

Samson Puppets

What You’ll Do 
Say: To remind us that we’re all strong in some way, just like Samson, we’re going 
to draw faces on these paint stirrers and glue on really, really long hair, just like 
Samson had.

Have each child draw a face on one side of the paint stirrer. Then ask children to each 
draw on the other side a symbol that reminds them of one of their strengths, such as a 
crayon for drawing well or a soccer ball for being gifted in sports. Then show them how 
to run the glue stick over the top edge of the “face” and put the yarn hair in place. As 
kids are working, play “My God Is” (track 3 on the CD).

When children have completed their crafts, have kids return to the circle with their 
Samson puppets.

Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow

What You’ll Do 
Say: Now we all remember that Samson was very, very strong, right? God gave 
him that gift. And we know that the secret of his strength was his hair because he 
had been set apart for God. A secret is something that you’re not supposed to tell 
anybody. And sometimes keeping a secret is a very hard thing to do! Samson was 
supposed to keep the reason he was so strong a secret.

Samson Puppets
Supplies

paint stirrers
fine-tipped colored 
markers

glue sticks
scissors
yarn
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “My God Is” 
(track 3)

Hair Today, Gone 
Tomorrow
Supplies

Bible
shoestring licorice
1 pair of safety scissors 
per child

Samson puppets from 
previous activity

Teacher Pack
“Samson” poster

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
 
Hair Today, Gone 
Tomorrow
Easy Prep

Carefully cut around the 
blank face of Samson 
on the poster, leaving 
a hole for kids to look 
through.
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Ask: 
 n  Do you think it was hard for Samson to keep the reason for his strength a 

secret? Why or why not? 

Read aloud Judges 16:4-6.

Say: Delilah was trying to trick Samson into telling her—and the Philistines—why 
he was so strong. Samson knew that God didn’t want him to tell his secret to 
anyone. So Samson came up with a plan!

Read aloud Judges 16:7-8. Then hand each child a piece of shoestring licorice to tie 
around his or her Samson puppet.

Say: Even though Samson was all tied up again, he still had his gift. Let’s find out 
what happened next.

Read aloud Judges 16:9. At the appropriate part of the passage, have children break the 
licorice from around their puppets, and allow them to eat the candy.

Say: Delilah was upset that Samson had fooled her. So she begged Samson once 
again to tell her the secret of his strength. Everybody say, “Please! Puh-leeze! 
Pretty please!” Lead kids in repeating. But once again, Samson came up with a plan.

Read aloud Judges 16:10-11. Then give each child another length of shoestring licorice 
to wrap around his or her Samson. Then read aloud Judges 16:12. At the appropriate 
part of the passage, have children break the licorice from around their puppets, and 
allow them to eat the candy.

Say: For a second time, Delilah couldn’t find out why Samson was so strong. So 
she begged Samson again. Everybody say, “Please! Puh-leeze! Pretty please! 
With whipped cream and a cherry on top!” Lead kids in repeating. But once again, 
Samson came up with a plan.

Read aloud Judges 16:13-14. At the appropriate time in the passage, lead children in 
twisting or braiding the “hair” on their Samsons to symbolize the weaving.

Say: Delilah still didn’t know why Samson was so strong. If someone braided 
your hair into a fabric, would you still have your gift? Instruct children to flip around 
their puppets to show their gifts. And Samson still had his gift, too. But Delilah was 
determined. She nagged, and she nagged, and she nagged some more. Listen 
to what the Bible says. Read aloud Judges 16:15-16. Finally Samson couldn’t take 
Delilah’s nagging anymore. He finally gave in to her. Here’s what he said. Read 
aloud Judges 16:17. Everybody whisper to your neighbor, “It’s the hair!”

Ask: 
 n  What do you think will happen, now that Samson told his secret? 

Hand each child a pair of safety scissors. Read aloud Judges 16:18-20. At the appropriate 
time in the passage, lead children in snipping most of the hair off their Samsons.
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Ask: 
 n  How do you think Samson felt when he realized he wasn’t strong anymore? 
 n  How do you think God felt when Samson told his secret, even though 

Samson knew he wasn’t allowed to? 

Say: With just one snip, all of Samson’s strength was gone. But the great thing 
about hair is that it always grows back.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think will happen to Samson’s strength as his hair grows 

back? 
 n  Why do you think God allowed Samson’s hair to grow back?
 n  What would you do with your strength if you were that strong?

Say: Well, the rulers were so excited about finally capturing Samson that they 
wanted to celebrate! They all wanted Samson to come entertain them so they 
could make fun of him. But as Samson was brought to the temple, he prayed for 
God to give him the gift of being strong just one more time! Let’s all go to the 
temple.

Hold up the “Samson” poster with the help of a student or another adult.

Say: Samson got his strength back! He put one arm on each side of their temple, and 
he pushed with all his might! Using his gift of strength, Sampson caused the walls of 
the temple to crumble to the ground. The walls collapsed on top of all the Philistine 
rulers and all the people in it, teaching the people not to mess with God’s gifts!

Let children each take a turn putting their own faces through the cutout Samson face to 
pretend to push down the walls.

After everyone has had a chance to look through the poster, have kids form pairs to 
answer the following questions. After each question, let partners share their answers 
with the rest of the class.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  How would you feel if you gave someone a gift and they never paid any 

attention to it? 
 n  How do you think God feels if we don’t use the gifts he has given us?
 n  How did Samson use his gift of strength for God?  

Say:  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM. Today’s Key Verse tells us how to 
use the gifts God gives us. Let’s see what the verse says.



25

Lesson 2 Grades 1 & 2 Summer Quarter

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

My Gift to God

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Peter 4:10, and show kids the verse. Then read aloud: “Each one 
should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various forms.” Have kids repeat the Key Verse with you several times.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think this Key Verse tells us about using our gifts?

Have children think about Samson’s gift of strength. Then ask them to think about their 
own gifts. Have children turn to the “My Gifts From God” portion of today’s My Bible Fun 
page. Set out colored markers or crayons.

Say: Now that you’ve had some time to think about all the gifts and talents God has 
given you, let’s think about some ways we can give those gifts back to God. Give 
children several minutes to think and discuss different ways.

Ask: 
 n  Have you ever seen an athlete or a famous person on a cereal box? Who 

was that person, and what did he or she do? 
 n  What is something you can do that you would put on a cereal box? 

Repeat today’s Key Verse again together: “Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” 
(1 Peter 4:10).

Say: God gave us each special gifts—not so that we could wind up on cereal boxes 
someday, but so we could honor him by using those gifts to help others. Have kids 
repeat the Key Verse with you. Let’s create pictures of ourselves on cereal boxes that 
you think God would be happy to look at!

Encourage children to draw pictures of themselves on the cereal box on the student 
page, using one of their gifts in a way that would make God happy. Give children about 
five minutes to color. Then encourage them to show their pictures to the rest of the 
class. As kids are working, play “So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) (track 2 on the CD). 
Then gather kids in a circle.

 So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

My Gift to God
Supplies

Bible
My Bible Fun
colored markers or 
crayons

CD player
one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “So Do Not Fear” 
(Isaiah 41:10) (track 2)

My Gift to God 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 2 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  How should we use the gifts God gives us? 
 n  How can you use your special gifts? 

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Tell a neighbor a story about how you’ve used your gifts to serve God.
 n  Each morning, ask God to help you use your gifts for him that day!
 n  Invite a new friend to church with you, and show him or her Jesus’ love!

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will be 
more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s remember that  GOD GIVES US GIFTS TO SERVE HIM as we follow 
through on our Daily Challenges.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God gives us gifts to serve him. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for creating us all with unique gifts and talents that we can 
use to glorify him.
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 TO COPY

Lyrics 

So Do Not Fear (Isaiah 41:10)

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

So do not fear,
For I am with you.
Do not be dismayed,
For I am your God.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

I will strengthen you
And help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

“So Do Not Fear” (Isaiah 41:10) by John J. DiModica. © 2003, 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 3 

Ruth Is Faithful 
Ruth 1:1-22

A t this age, girls most often want to play with girls, and boys want to play with 
boys. In fact, when sexes mix for certain play activities, you may even notice the 

emergence of common viruses, such as “cooties.” Use this lesson to teach kids the 
basics of friendships and that the heart of any relationship is God. Encourage children 
to be kind to one another, and remind them that Jesus can be the center of all of their 
friendships.

Bible Point
God wants us to love 
our friends no matter 
what.

Key Verse
“A friend loves at all 
times” (Proverbs 17:17).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will show their 
friends and family they 
love them.

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Friends Stick Together  
(about 10 min.)
Discover information about 
each other to build deeper 
friendships.

newspaper, masking 
tape

Create a “ball” by 
wadding up pieces of 
newspaper. Then wrap 
masking tape around 
the outside surface 
of the ball, sticky side 
out, until the ball is 
completely covered.

2

Bible  
Exploration

A Circle of Friends  
(about 25 min.)
Create story-chain 
bracelets to use in retelling 
today’s lesson.

Bible; 5 large paper clips 
per child; 1 white, 1 red, 
2 purple, 2 yellow, 3 
blue, and 3 green beads 
per child; tape
Teacher Pack: “My 
Buddy” poster

Tape the “My Buddy” 
poster to a wall at 
kids’ eye level.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Jesus in the Middle   
(about 10 min.)
Discover what the 
Bible teaches us about 
friendships.

Bibles
Teacher Pack: Bible 
Timeline

On My Heart, On My Mind 
(about 10 min.)
Find ways to practice being 
a friend.

My Bible Fun, crayons 
or markers

Tear out the Lesson 
3 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges  
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Ruth Is Faithful
Ruth 1:1-22

Naomi Loses Her Husband  
and Sons

With her husband and sons dead, Naomi was in a bad 
situation. In that day, widows were often ignored or 
mistreated and were nearly always poor. Naomi had 
no male relatives in Moab to take care of her, so after 
she heard that the famine in Israel was over, she must 
have decided that her chances were better there. This 
journey must have been prompted by desperation, 
because Israel and Moab were bitter enemies. The 
Moabites had refused Israel passage through their land 
during the exodus from Egypt. In addition, Moab was 
one of Israel’s oppressors during this time.

Naomi’s insistence that Orpah and Ruth remain in 
Moab was extremely selfless. After all, she could have 
used their help. She was not a young woman, and she 
was setting out on what was likely a difficult journey 
through rugged terrain around the southern end of the 
Dead Sea. 

But she knew that it would be easier for them if they 
stayed in their homeland. The chances were good that 
Ruth and Orpah would be treated as outcasts in Israel. 

Ruth Refuses to Abandon  
Her Mother-in-Law 

When Naomi first told her daughters-in-law to return to 
their families, Orpah refused (Ruth 1:10). When Naomi 
insisted, however, Orpah agreed to turn back (Ruth 
1:11-14). Ruth, on the other hand, persisted, perhaps 
because she had put her faith in the God of Israel (Ruth 
1:16-17; 2:12). 

Naomi’s bitterness (Ruth 1:13, 20-21) no doubt grew 
out of the severe hardships she had faced. At that point 
in her life, she had apparently not realized the power 
and provision of the God she served. But God took 
care of her anyway! This story of friendship and loyalty 
is especially heartwarming when it is considered in the 

context of the times, when killing, immoral living, and 
the rejection of everything right was the norm. Ruth 
demonstrated true love and friendship to Naomi at a 
time Naomi desperately needed them.
 
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is a faithful friend to us, and he’s pleased 
when we seek to be like him by being faithful to our 
friends—and loving them no matter what. 

When have you been tempted to abandon a friendship 
for your own advantage? Reread Ruth 1:16-17. Have 
you ever had a friend like that? Ask God to help you 
live out that kind of loyalty in your friendships. You can 
write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Friends Stick Together

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: Let’s start class today with a fun game that will put you all in a very “sticky” 
situation. Let’s all stand in a circle and have some sticky, friendly fun!

Have children stand in a circle to answer a series of getting-to-know-you questions. 
Explain that you’ll toss the sticky ball to a child and ask a question. The child will catch 
the ball and answer the question; then that child will toss the ball to someone else while 
asking the same question. Continue playing until each child has answered the question, 
and then retrieve the ball. Play again with the next question. Use the following questions 
as a guide.

Ask: 
 n  What’s your name? 
 n  What’s your favorite cartoon? 
 n  What’s your favorite food? 
 n  What’s your favorite animal? 
 n  What school do you go to? 

After the game, set the ball aside and have kids sit in a circle.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What did you notice about the ball as you caught it? What did it feel like? 
 n  What do your hands feel like now? 

Encourage children to hold out their palms facing the children beside them in the circle 
and touch hands with the other children.

Say: The reason the ball was sticky is to get us ready for today’s Bible story. Our 
lesson today is about friendships, and true friends stick together, don’t they? So 
now that we’re sticky ourselves, let’s learn how Naomi and Ruth stuck together 
and discover that  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO MATTER WHAT.

Friends Stick Together 
Supplies

newspaper
masking tape

Friends Stick Together 
Easy Prep

Create a “ball” by 
wadding up pieces of 
newspaper. Then wrap 
masking tape around 
the outside surface 
of the ball, sticky side 
out, until the ball is 
completely covered.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Circle of Friends

What You’ll Do 
Hand each child five large paper clips, and distribute beads to each child as follows: one 
white bead, one red bead, two purple beads, two yellow beads, three blue beads, and 
three green beads.

Say: Today as we hear the Bible story, we’re going to make friendship bracelets 
that we can take home and use to tell others about being true friends. Maybe you’ll 
even want to give your bracelet to a special friend of yours! Let’s get started.

In the book of Ruth in the Old Testament of our Bibles, there was a man named 
Elimelech. Let’s just call him Eli. Pick up your red bead and place it on your first 
paper clip. Show younger children how to thread the bead on the paper clip. This is Eli. 
Eli married a woman named Naomi. Pick up a blue bead to be Naomi, and place it 
beside the red bead on your paper clip.

Elimelech and Naomi had not just one but two handsome sons. Pick up your two 
purple beads to be the two sons, and place them both on your second paper clip. 
Attach that clip to the first paper clip. Everybody with me? Help any children who 
need assistance.

Open your Bible to Ruth 1:1-5, and read the passage aloud.

Say: Now pick up a green bead, which is our Ruth bead, and a yellow bead, which 
is our Orpah bead. Place them on your third paper clip, and attach it to your other 
paper clips.

Ask: 
 n  How do you think Naomi felt when she lost her husband?
 n  How do you think she felt when she lost her sons, too? 
 n  How do you think Ruth and Orpah felt when they lost their husbands? 

Say: They all felt pretty bad, I’m sure, but at least they had the friendship God had 
given them. Place a blue Naomi bead, a yellow Orpah bead, and a green Ruth bead 
beside each other on your fourth paper clip. Attach that clip to your third paper 
clip. Does everybody remember what each bead stands for? Review the story so far 
with the beads, reminding kids what each color means. Refer to the “My Buddy” poster 
as a visual aid and color code.

Read aloud Ruth 1:6-10.

A Circle of Friends
Supplies

Bible
5 large paper clips per 
child

1 white, 1 red, 2 purple, 
2 yellow, 3 blue, and 3 
green beads per child

tape
Teacher Pack
“My Buddy” poster

A Circle of Friends
Easy Prep

Tape the “My Buddy” 
poster to a wall at kids’ 
eye level.
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Ask: 
 n  How would you feel if you were Naomi? Would you really want your friends 

to leave? 

Say: Well, Naomi wanted what she thought was best for her daughters-in-law and 
told them again to go home to their own families.

Read aloud Ruth 1:11-13.

Ask: 
 n  How would Naomi’s words make you feel? 
 n  What would you do if you were Ruth or Orpah? Would you go home? 

Say: Well, Orpah decided to leave. She kissed Naomi goodbye and headed off. But 
Ruth decided to stay with Naomi.

Read aloud Ruth 1:16-18, 22.

Say: Place a blue Naomi bead, a green Ruth bead, and the white bead to represent 
God on your fifth paper clip and fasten your bracelet together with this clip. This 
paper clip shows that God was in the middle of Ruth and Naomi’s friendship. Now 
let’s review!

Help children finish their bracelets as needed. Then have kids form pairs and take turns 
telling each other the story of Ruth and Naomi by looking at the beads on their bracelets. 
Remind them to look at the “My Buddy” poster if they need prompting as to which color 
represents which person.

When children have finished, have them get back in a large circle for discussion.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How was Ruth a friend to Naomi? 
 n  Have you ever been a friend like Ruth was to Naomi? Tell about it! 
 n  What does it mean to be a friend? 

Say:  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO MATTER WHAT. Let’s see if 
we can discover some ways that we can be friends!
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Jesus in the Middle

What You’ll Do 
Show the “Ruth Is Faithful to Naomi and God” section on the Bible Timeline. Say: We’ve 
talked a lot today about friendships and what we think it means to be a friend. Let’s 
find out what the Bible tells us about how to be a friend!

Distribute Bibles and have children look up Proverbs 17:17. Ask a volunteer to read the 
verse aloud, or have children read it together as a group.

Say: Pretty simple, huh? “A friend loves at all times.” That means always, no 
exceptions, no matter what. Have the kids repeat the verse with you several times.

Ask: 
 n  Who do we know loves us at all times? 

Say: God loves us always, no exceptions, no matter what! In fact he loves us so 
much that he sent us Jesus, his Son, to show us how to love someone all the time. 
That’s not always an easy thing to do, is it?

Ask: 
 n  When are some times it’s difficult to be a friend to someone?
 n  How can we show our friends we love them?

Say: One thing we can always do for our friends is pray for them! Think of a friend 
you know—it doesn’t have to be someone your age—who’s going through a hard 
time right now. Let’s practice loving those people by praying for them right now.

Pray: Heavenly Father, thank you for the friendships you have given us and for 
sending your Son, Jesus, to teach us how to be loving friends. Lord, we want to be 
like Jesus and love at all times, too. Help us to love the friends we thought of. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

Now let’s let our friends know that they’re being prayed for, showing them they 
have a friend who loves at all times.

Jesus in the Middle
Supplies

Bibles
Teacher Pack
Bible Timeline
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On My Heart, On My Mind

What You’ll Do 
Distribute today’s My Bible Fun pages, and have kids turn to the “On My Heart, 
On My Mind” activity. Instead of choosing Daily Challenges this week, lead kids in 
brainstorming activities that would let someone know he or she has a friend, such as 
calling that person, visiting that person, drawing a special picture for that person, or 
helping that person with certain tasks. Then distribute crayons or markers, and have 
each child write or draw in the thought cloud the action he or she can do this week for 
the friend to let that person know he or she has a friend who loves at all times. Remind 
kids that parents can be friends sometimes. They love us at all times. Have kids think of 
things they can do for their parents and write those in the thought cloud, too. 

Ask: 
 n  What action did you decide to do this week for your friend?
 n  How do you think knowing you care will make that person feel?
 n  How do you think Naomi must have felt to have a friend like Ruth stay by 

her side, even through the hard times? 
 n  Have you ever had a friend who loved you and stood by your side through 

hard times? Tell about it. 

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO 
MATTER WHAT. As this week’s Daily Challenge, try to follow through on showing a 
friend love like you wrote on your My Bible Fun page.

Tell the kids how you’ll care for someone in need. Kids will be more inclined to follow 
through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s show we know that  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR FRIENDS NO 
MATTER WHAT by following through on our Daily Challenge.

On My Heart, On My 
Mind
Supplies

My Bible Fun
crayons or markers

On My Heart, On My 
Mind
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 3 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God wants us to love our friends no matter what. Kids can 
also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with 
their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God for giving us friends and sending Jesus, our best friend of 
all. Ask God to teach us to be friends who love at all times.
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Lesson 4 

Ruth Marries Boaz
Ruth 2–4

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Obstacle Course Craze  
(about 10 min.)
Figure out the passage through 
an obstacle course.

CD player, watch with 
a second hand
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible  
Exploration

Gleaning Game  
(about 10 min.)
Experience what it was like to 
glean barley from a field, just 
as Ruth did.

Bible, watch with a 
second hand
Teacher Pack: bag of 
springfill

The Big Picture  
(about 20 min.)
Add balloons to a wall and 
create a design as they hear 
the story of Ruth and Boaz.

masking tape, 
balloons, laundry 
basket

Blow up at least 20 
balloons. Place the 
balloons in a laundry 
basket, and set the 
basket near a wall, 
along with a roll of 
masking tape.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

T he children in your class crave individual attention and affirmation. Rather than 
viewing your class as a group, try to see each child as a unique individual. When you 

call kids by name, remember children’s favorite candies, or ask about a prayer request, 
you’re showing children that you see them as special individuals. Bible Point

Hope in God’s good 
plans.

Key Verse
“ ‘For I know the plans 
I have for you’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future’ ” 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will hope in 
God’s good plans for 
them.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

A Basket Full of Hope  
(about 15 min.)
Fill “baskets” with grain as a 
reminder of the good things 
God fills our lives with.

glue sticks, My Bible 
Fun, markers, CD 
player
Teacher Pack: CD, 
bag of springfill

Tear out the Lesson 
4 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share what 
they learned with their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Ruth Marries Boaz
Ruth 2–4

Ruth Gleans Food  
From Boaz’s Field

It may seem strange that Ruth was allowed to take 
grain from someone else’s field. However, God had 
provided for the unfortunate, directing landowners 
to allow “the alien, the fatherless and the widow” to 
gather grain missed by the landowner’s workers in their 
first pass through the fields (Deuteronomy 24:19). 

Ruth’s attitude provides even more information about 
her character. She must have realized how demeaning 
it would be for Naomi to perform such a task after 
having left Bethlehem years earlier as part of a wealthy 
family. Imagine, however, how difficult this task must 
have been for Ruth. She was an unknown foreigner and 
a widow and was likely considered an outcast. Workers 
in the field may have been less than kind to her, re-
sulting in the commands of Boaz in Ruth 2:8, 15. But 
she undertook the task diligently and politely (Ruth 2:7).

The text tells us that Ruth “found herself working 
in a field belonging to Boaz” (Ruth 2:3). However, 
we can see that God was guiding her. Boaz was 
Naomi’s kinsman-redeemer—a close relative who was 
responsible for helping Ruth and Naomi.

Ruth Marries Boaz, Becomes 
David’s Great-Grandmother 

Some have suggested that Ruth committed an immoral 
act when she lay at Boaz’s feet while he slept. However, 
it was customary for servants to sleep at their 
masters’ feet. In doing this, Ruth was informing Boaz 
that he, as her kinsman-redeemer, could marry her or 
find someone to do so. 

Ruth 4:1-12 refers to a somewhat complicated 
process prescribed by laws intended to protect 
families from the loss of property. Boaz could 
purchase Naomi’s family property only after a closer 
relative had declined to do so. In buying back Naomi’s 

former property, he also obtained the right to marry 
Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law.

The hope Ruth clung to resulted not only in a happy 
ending for her, Naomi, and Boaz, but also for us, as she 
became the great-grandmother of King David (Ruth 
4:17) and an ancestor of Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father 
(Matthew 1:5-16).
 
The Jesus Connection

Many things that seem like coincidence may actually 
be God working in our lives through our relationship 
with Jesus. 

How has a decision you’ve made worked out to a 
surprisingly good result? How should that experience 
influence your hope in God? Pray that God will help 
you take a step of faith as you make decisions today. 
You can write your prayer here.



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

42

Lesson 4

 GETTING
                STARTED

Obstacle Course Craze

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together. Say: Today we’ll be talking about hope.

Ask: 
 n   What does it mean to have hope? 
 n  What kinds of things do you hope for?

Say: Listen as I read our Key Verse. See if you can discover why we can have hope. 
Read aloud the Key Verse: “ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, 
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’ ” 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Ask:
 n  Why should we have hope? 
 n  How does God give us hope? 

Say: Let’s learn more about our Key Verse with a game. Form two groups. Group 1 
will work together to make an obstacle course that Group 2 must go through as 
quickly as possible. In fact, I’ll time Group 2 to see how fast they can do it! But 
here’s the catch: The members of Group 1 won’t tell Group 2 how to go through the 
course. You’ll have to figure it out on your own. Ready?

Play “The Plans I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11) (track 4 on the CD) to help drown out 
the sound of Group 1’s discussion. Have members of Group 1 huddle together to plan 
an obstacle course that uses people and classroom items, such as chairs and tables. 
Members of Group 2 should turn away from Group 1. After a couple of minutes, call 
time. Have members of Group 2 try to figure out the obstacle course as you time them. 
Then allow a child from Group 1 to lead Group 2 through the course as you time them 
again. 

Have groups switch roles, and let Group 2 create a course for Group 1. After members 
of Group 1 have completed the course correctly, gather everyone in a circle.

Ask: 
 n  How did you feel as you tried to go through the obstacle course the first 

time? 
 n  Why was it different when someone led you through the course? 
 n  Did you trust the person who was leading you? Why or why not? 

Obstacle Course Craze
Supplies

CD player
watch with a second 
hand

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Plans I Have 
for You” (Jeremiah 
29:11) (track 4)
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Read aloud the Key Verse again: “ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future’ ” (Jeremiah 29:11).

Ask: 
 n   How do you feel knowing that God has good plans for you? 

Say: In our game, you had to guess about which way to go. But when someone led 
you, it was easy! God knows the plans he has for our lives. And the Bible tells us 
that they’re good plans! We can have hope in the wonderful plans God has for us. 
In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about the wonderful plans God had for a woman 
named Ruth.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Gleaning Game

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to Ruth 2–4, and show children the passage.

Say: The Bible tells us about a woman named Ruth. 

Ruth and her mother-in-law, Naomi, lived in the city of Bethlehem. They didn’t have 
much money, so Ruth had to work very hard to find food for them. Naomi had a 
relative named Boaz who had a barley field where Ruth could gather grain.

Take the bag of springfill from the Teacher Pack, and scatter the springfill across the 
floor. Explain that in Bible times, people grew things like wheat or barley in a big field. 
When the barley was fully grown, workers would collect the stalks of grain so people 
could use it to make food.

Say: Let’s pretend to be workers in Boaz’s field. We’ll have 30 seconds to collect as 
much of this grain as we can. Ready? Go!

After 30 seconds, collect the springfill “grain” in its bag. If kids have picked up all the 
pieces, scatter a few back on the floor. Gather the kids.

Say: The workers sometimes left a little grain behind on purpose because the 
Bible told them to. After the workers collected the grain, poor people sometimes 
followed behind to pick up any pieces that the workers left behind. That was called 
gleaning. Then the people could take the grain home and use it to make food. Ruth 
was poor, so she gleaned in Boaz’s field. Let’s pretend to glean, just like Ruth did. 
We’ll pick up any leftover pieces of grain.

Gleaning Game
Supplies

Bible
watch with a second 
hand

Teacher Pack
bag of springfill



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

44

Lesson 4

Allow kids to pick up any pieces of springfill that have been left on the floor. When all the 
springfill has been collected, form a circle. Let each child show the “grain” that he or she 
gleaned. Then collect all the springfill in its bag and set the bag aside.

Ask:
 n  Which time was it easier to collect grain—the first time or the second time? 

Why?
 n  Do you think Ruth collected very much grain when she gleaned? Why or 

why not? 
 n  What would it be like to collect your food this way all the time? 

Say: People like Ruth would glean for hours and hours in the hot sun. Ruth had to 
work hard to bring home enough food for herself and Naomi to eat.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Do you think Ruth ever felt hopeless? Why or why not? 
 n  When have you felt hopeless? 
 n  Why should we have hope? 

Say: We can  HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS. One reason we can have hope is 
that God is faithful. God has wonderful plans for us, just like he had for Ruth. Let’s 
see what amazing plans God had for Ruth!

The Big Picture
What You’ll Do 
Say: I want to tell you more about Ruth. As I tell this wonderful—and true—story, I’ll 
stop and let you place some balloons on this wall. Your balloons will create a big 
picture.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think this will be a picture of?

Say: I’m the only one who knows what the picture should look like at the end. You’ll 
have to trust me and do just as I say.

As you tell the following story, pause at the indicated moments, and ask different 
children to tape balloons to the wall. Your goal is a large balloon heart—but don’t tell the 
children! Just point to a spot, and let the child tape the balloon in place.

Say: Ruth might have felt hopeless. She had moved far from her family to be with 
Naomi. Pause and call on a child. They were very poor, and Ruth had to work hard 
just to find a little food for them. Pause. But God had good plans for Ruth. Pause. 
Boaz, the man who owned the field, noticed Ruth. Pause. Boaz had heard that 
Ruth had become a friend to Naomi. Pause. He had heard that Ruth loved God. 

The Big Picture
Supplies

masking tape
balloons
laundry basket

The Big Picture
Easy Prep

Blow up at least 20 
balloons. Place the 
balloons in a laundry 
basket, and set the 
basket near a wall, 
along with a roll of 
masking tape.

! BALLOON
 WARNING
To avoid choking hazards, be 
sure to pick up pieces of any 
broken balloons promptly. 
Balloons may contain latex.
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Pause. So Boaz told Ruth to come to his field whenever she wanted to! Pause. He 
told the workers to leave extra grain on the ground for Ruth to glean. Pause. Boaz 
protected Ruth. He told the men not to say unkind things to her. Pause. He even 
welcomed Ruth to drink with his workers when she was hot and thirsty. Pause. 
Boaz invited Ruth to eat with the workers, too. Pause. He let her eat as much as 
she wanted—she even had leftovers! Pause.

When Ruth came home that night, she had lots and lots and lots of grain to use 
for dinner! Pause. Ruth told Naomi how nice Boaz had been to her. Pause. As it 
turned out, Boaz wanted to marry Ruth! But first, Boaz had to ask another of 
Ruth’s relatives if that was okay. Pause. The relative said yes! Pause. Ruth and 
Boaz got married. Pause. Soon they had a baby—a little boy named Obed. Pause. 
When Obed got old, he was a grandfather. Pause. His grandson was a shepherd 
boy named David! Pause. So God’s plans all came together, and Ruth became the 
great-grandmother of King David!

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What shape did we make with our balloons?
 n  What was it like to add your balloon to the wall even though you didn’t 

know what the final design would be? 
 n  How is that kind of like trusting God’s plans? 

Say: The Bible tells us that we can trust God’s plans because God’s plans are good. 
Listen as I read Jeremiah 29:11. Read aloud the Key Verse: “ ‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future’ ” (Jeremiah 29:11).

Point to the balloon heart on the wall.

Say: Just as you didn’t know what plans I had for your balloons, Ruth didn’t know 
what amazing plans God had for her. But Ruth trusted and obeyed God. God had 
good plans for Ruth, and you can believe that God has wonderful plans for you, too!
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

A Basket Full of Hope

What You’ll Do 
Have kids turn to the “A Basket Full of Hope” section of their My Bible Fun pages. Set 
out the bag of springfill, glue sticks, and markers. Let kids glue the springfill to the 
basket that’s printed on the page. Then have kids draw pictures to fill the baskets with 
the good things God puts in their lives. For example, kids might draw pictures of family 
members, pets, food, sunshine, and friends. As children work, play “The Plans I Have for 
You” (Jeremiah 29:11) (track 4 on the CD).

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What plans did God have for Ruth? 
 n  What plans do you think God has for you?
 n  How can you know more about God’s plans for you?

Say: Boaz allowed Ruth to glean from his field and fill her basket with good grain. 
God fills our lives with good things, too. Let’s each choose a Daily Challenge to 
help us remember to  HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how we can  HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Tell a friend about a time God did something good in your life.
 n  Say a prayer and tell God that you have hope in his good plans.
 n  Ask your mom or dad to help you take a plate of cookies to a neighbor, and 

then tell your neighbor about your faith in God.

A Basket Full of Hope
Supplies

glue sticks
My Bible Fun
markers
CD player
Teacher Pack 
CD: “The Plans I Have 
for You” (Jeremiah 
29:11) (track 4)

bag of springfill

A Basket Full of Hope 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 4 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s trust that we can  HOPE IN GOD’S GOOD PLANS as we follow through 
on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how we can hope in God’s good plans. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Say: Let’s thank God for giving us hope.

Pray: Dear God, thank you for having good plans for our lives. We’re so glad that 
we can trust you. Help us follow and obey you so that we can see all the wonderful 
things you have planned for us. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Lesson 5 

God Answers Hannah’s  
Prayer 1 Samuel 1:1-28

M ost of the first- and second-graders in your class won’t battle with a despairing 
sense of hopelessness. But they will feel sad or “down” during hard times or 

when they’re exposed to tragedy in the news or in your community. If you notice that a 
child seems sad, gently say, “I notice you seem kind of sad today. Is there something 
you’d like to talk about?” Many young children have a hard time labeling their feelings. 
Your listening ears will give children the opportunity to verbalize and work through their 
emotions. 

Bible Point
Turn to God when 
you’re sad.

Key Verse
“Why are you downcast, 
O my soul? Why so 
disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will turn to God 
when they’re sad.

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Cheerless 
Cheerleaders   
(about 10 min.)
Use gloomy “cheers” 
to tell about things that 
make them sad.

Bible

2

Bible  
Exploration

Hannah’s Heart  
(about 10 min.)
Tear a paper heart as 
they hear how sad 
Hannah was.

Bible, scissors, glue 
stick, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Hannah’s Heart” 
poster

Cut out the heart shapes on 
the poster, and glue them 
back to back.

A Prayer and a 
Promise   
(about 15 min.)
Hold their arms up 
to see how Hannah’s 
heart ached, and then 
tape the paper heart 
to discover how God 
mended Hannah’s 
broken heart.

transparent tape
Teacher Pack: 
“Hannah’s Heart” 
poster

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Lift Your Heart   
(about 10 min.)
Lift a paper heart 
as they offer praise 
phrases to God.

drinking straw, 8-foot 
piece of yarn, tape
Teacher Pack: 
“Hannah’s Heart” 
poster

Make a simple “pulley” by 
slipping an 8-foot length 
of yarn through a drinking 
straw. Tie a large knot or 
bow in both ends of the 
yarn so the ends won’t slip 
into the straw. Tape the 
straw vertically to a wall, as 
high up as you can reach, 
with just a little bit of yarn 
hanging out of the top. 

A Handful of Joy 
(about 10 min.)
Draw pictures of things 
that bring sadness; then 
cover their pictures 
with happy faces as 
reminders that God 
brings us joy.

scissors, markers or 
crayons, construction 
paper, My Bible Fun, 
tape

Tear out the Lesson 5 pages 
from each My Bible Fun 
student book.

4

 Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges  
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Answers Hannah’s Prayer
1 Samuel 1:1-28

Unable to Have Children

To understand the pain caused by Hannah’s 
childlessness, one must realize how important it 
was in Old Testament times that women provide 
children. A woman who couldn’t conceive was an 
embarrassment, or even a disgrace, to her husband. 
Adding to Hannah’s pain were the taunts of Elkanah’s 
other wife, Peninnah, a situation that illustrates 
the strife that the practice of polygamy can create. 
Even Elkanah’s love for Hannah and his words of 
encouragement could not comfort her.

Hannah Bitterly Prays  
to God for a Child  

Hannah provides a great example of what we should do 
when we are hurting. “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept 
much and prayed” (1 Samuel 1:10). She poured out her 
heart—even her bitterness—to God. Her prayer was so 
anguished that Eli, the priest, assumed she was drunk! 
God wants to hear from us when we’re hurting, and yes, 
even when we’re bitter or angry at him. 

Hannah’s prayer and God’s answer to it warn us of an 
important truth: If we make a vow to God, we must be 
ready to fulfill it. Hannah vowed that if God gave her a 
son, she would give him fully to the service of the Lord.

Hannah Gives Samuel to God 

When Samuel was born, Hannah lived up to her vow. 
As soon as Samuel was old enough to live without his 
mother (sometime after he was about 3 years old), she 
took him to Eli at the tabernacle and gave him to the 
service of the Lord. Samuel grew up there, no doubt 
performing simple tasks for Eli.
 

The Jesus Connection

We all experience hurts and sadness, and Jesus 
experienced those things, too. We can always know 
that he’s right there with us, listening and answering 
our prayers.

Reread 1 Samuel 1:12-20. How does God respond 
to us when we cry out in anguish and grief? What 
sadness, pain, or grief do you need to pour out to 
God? It’s great to know we serve a God who cares 
about our human hurts. Turn to God in prayer, and 
leave your pain with him today. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Cheerless Cheerleaders

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: In today’s Bible story, we’re going to learn about a woman named Hannah who 
was very sad. To better understand what Hannah felt like, let’s think about things 
that make us sad. I’ll teach you a cheerless cheer so you can tell us what makes 
you sad. The cheerless cheer goes like this. Sigh and act depressed as you slowly 
and sadly say the following “cheer.”

I feel down, I feel down, (slouch shoulders and frown)
Waaaay down. (Crouch down.)
Here’s what gave me
My frown! (Point to your sour expression.)

Tell something that makes you sad. Then let kids take turns saying the cheer and telling 
what makes them sad. When everyone has had a turn, form a circle.

Ask: 
 n  What do you usually do when you’re sad? 

Say: Let’s see what the Bible tells us to do when we’re sad. Open your Bible to 
Psalm 42:11, and show the passage to kids. Read aloud the Key Verse: “Why are you 
downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Savior and my God” (Psalm 42:11).

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What does this verse tell us to do when we’re sad? 
 n Why will hoping in God make us feel better? 

Say: Our Bible Point says you can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD. As we 
listen to our Bible story, listen to see what happened when Hannah put her trust 
and hope in God.

Cheerless 
Cheerleaders
Supplies

Bible



53

Lesson 5 Grades 1 & 2 Summer Quarter

 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Hannah’s Heart

What You’ll Do 
Hold up a Bible opened to 1 Samuel 1:1-28, and show kids the passage.

Say: This story comes from the book of 1 Samuel in the Bible. We’re going to hear 
the story on the CD. Hold up the paper heart so kids can see the picture of Hannah 
crying. As we listen, we’ll pass this heart around the circle. If you’re touching the 
heart when you hear a baby cry on the CD, make a small rip in the edge of the 
heart.

Play “Hannah’s Heart” (track 5 on the CD) as kids pass the heart around the circle. 
(Encourage children to pass the heart slowly so they can pay attention to the story, too.) 
When the segment ends, hold up the ragged heart.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How do sad feelings remind you of this ragged, torn heart? 
 n  What can you do when your heart feels sad, like this paper one?

Say: The Bible tells us that you can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD. Let’s 
see what Hannah did!

A Prayer and a Promise

What You’ll Do 
Say: Hannah’s arms ached for a baby. To see what that’s like, let’s hold our hands 
overhead as we hear the rest of the story.

Hannah was so sad. She went to the temple, where she prayed and cried before 
God. In the temple, Hannah prayed that God would give her a baby. Hannah 
promised that if God gave her a son, she would give the baby to God. She 
promised that as long as her son lived, he would serve God. Point to the tattered 
paper heart. Hannah gave her sad, aching heart to God.

Ask: 
 n  How do your arms feel? 
 n  How is that like the way Hannah felt as she prayed? 
 n  What do you think God did when Hannah turned to him?

Hannah’s Heart
Supplies

Bible
scissors
glue stick
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Hannah’s Heart” 
(track 5)

“Hannah’s Heart” poster

Hannah’s Heart
Easy Prep

Cut out the heart 
shapes on the poster, 
and glue them back to 
back.

A Prayer and a 
Promise
Supplies

transparent tape
Teacher Pack
“Hannah’s Heart” poster
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Say: You can take your arms down now because when Hannah prayed, God gave 
her hope. She didn’t feel so sad—she didn’t even look sad! Hannah left the temple 
and went to eat. God had given her peace.

Give each child a small piece of transparent tape.

Say: To show how God healed Hannah’s heart, let’s tape the tears on our paper 
heart. As we mend the heart, we’ll pray. Each time someone adds a piece of tape, 
that person will say, “God, thank you for healing our hearts.” Pass the heart around 
the circle, and lead children in their sentence prayers. When the paper heart comes back 
to you, set it aside.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What should we do when we’re sad? Why? 
 n  Why does God take away our sadness? 

Turn over the mended heart so children can see the picture of Hannah and baby Samuel. 
Explain that God didn’t just make Hannah feel better; God answered her prayer and sent 
a son. Tell children that Hannah named the baby Samuel, and when Samuel was about 3 
years old, she took him to the temple where he could serve God.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Lift Your Heart

What You’ll Do 
Say: When Hannah prayed and gave her sadness to God, God took away her sad 
feelings. Remember what our Key Verse says about being sad. Read aloud the Key 
Verse: “Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God” (Psalm 42:11).

Tape “Hannah’s Heart” (happy side showing) to the bottom end of the yarn on the pulley 
system you created before class. Let kids take turns offering simple praises to God, 
such as “God, I’m glad you’re powerful,” or “Thank you, God, for loving us so much.” 
Each time a child says a praise phrase, allow him or her to use the “pulley” to lift the 
heart a little higher. When the heart is as high as it can go, tape the yarn down to make 
the heart stay in place.

Say: When we’re downhearted, praising God can lift our hearts and bring us joy!

Lift Your Heart
Supplies

drinking straw
8-foot piece of yarn
tape
Teacher Pack
“Hannah’s Heart” poster

Lift Your Heart 
Easy Prep

Make a simple “pulley” 
by slipping an 8-foot 
length of yarn through 
a drinking straw. Tie 
a large knot or bow in 
both ends of the yarn 
so the ends won’t slip 
into the straw. Tape the 
straw vertically to a 
wall, as high up as you 
can reach, with just a 
little bit of yarn hanging 
out of the top.
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What should we do when we’re sad? 
 n  Why should we praise God, even when we feel sad? 

Say: Even when we feel sad, God is still the same loving, powerful God who 
deserves our praise. And when we praise God, he lifts our hearts!

A Handful of Joy

What You’ll Do 
Have kids turn to the “A Handful of Joy” section of their My Bible Fun pages.

Say: Hannah’s hands were empty and her heart was sad because she didn’t have a 
baby to love. But when Hannah gave her sadness to God, God brought her peace 
and answered her prayer. On the empty hands on your paper, draw a picture of 
something that would make you sad.

Set out markers or crayons, and allow kids a minute or two to draw their pictures.

Say: Hannah gave her sadness to God through prayer. Let’s lift up these sad things 
to God to show that our hope is in him. Lead children in a simple prayer, offering their 
sadness to God. Praise God that we can find our hope in him.

Then distribute scissors and sheets of construction paper. Have each child cut out a circle 
that is large enough to cover the drawing on the paper hands. Let children cover their 
“sadness” with a circle, draw a happy face on the circle, and tape the happy face in place.

Say: Just as God replaced Hannah’s sadness with joy, God can give us joy, too! When 
we turn to God, he never lets us down. 

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how you can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:

A Handful of Joy
Supplies

scissors
markers or crayons
construction paper
My Bible Fun
tape

A Handful of Joy 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 5 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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 n  Each night before you go to bed, ask God to help you turn to him when 
you’re sad.

 n  Tell a friend about Jesus, explaining that he is our hope and he loves each 
and every one of us!

 n  Pray for each of your family members, asking God to help them turn to him 
when they’re sad.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will be 
more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: This week, show you can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD by following 
through on your Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how we turn to God when we’re sad. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, thanking God that we can put our hope in him and that we can turn to 
him when we’re sad.
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Lesson 6 

God Speaks to Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-21

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Responsive Racing  
(about 10 min.)
Learn what it means to 
respond by playing a 
racing game in which 
they respond to “flags.”

Bible; green, red, and 
yellow construction paper

2

Bible  
Exploration

Who Called?  
(about 20 min.)
Hear the story of God 
calling Samuel, and play 
a game of guessing who 
called their names.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD, Bible 
Timeline, “Samuel Hears 
God’s Voice” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster Pack)

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

God Says  
(about 10 min.)
Play a version of 
Simon Says to practice 
responding to God. 

I Will Answer  
(about 15 min.)
Make phones to remind 
them to listen to God.

CD player, My Bible Fun, 1 
cardboard tube per child, 
scissors, glue, 1 chenille 
wire per child, markers
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the 
Lesson 6 pages 
from each My 
Bible Fun student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F irst- and second-graders may get a little confused when you talk to them about 
hearing God. Since they are concrete thinkers and trust what you say, they may 

leave this lesson expecting to hear an audible voice. It’s important to communicate to 
your kids that God seldom speaks audibly to his children. Help them understand that 
God speaks to them through their parents, through other Christians, through their own 
consciences and impressions, and most important, through the Bible.

Bible Point
God wants us to listen 
and follow when he 
directs us.

Key Verse
“Speak, for your 
servant is listening” 
(1 Samuel 3:10).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will listen and 
follow when God directs 
them.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home 
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Speaks to Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

Samuel Thinks Eli Calls  
Him in the Night 

Both Samuel and Eli had gone to bed for the night 
when God called out to Samuel. Perhaps Samuel was 
accustomed to calls for assistance from Eli, who was 
losing his eyesight (1 Samuel 3:2). At first, Eli might 
well have thought Samuel had been dreaming when 
he heard a voice calling his name. First Samuel 3:7 
explains that Samuel “did not yet know the Lord.” This 
doesn’t mean that Samuel didn’t understand who the 
Lord is or hadn’t really been serving him; he simply 
had never before received a direct revelation from 
God. So it is not surprising that the boy continued to 
return to Eli when he was called. 

When Eli realized that Samuel was hearing a call from 
God, he didn’t get up, go with Samuel, and hear what 
God had to say. He knew that whatever God wanted 
to say to Samuel was between God and the boy. 
The prophecy Samuel received echoed the words 
of a prophecy Eli had received from a “man of God” 
earlier. Because Eli’s sons had dishonored God in their 
priestly duties, that prophecy predicted the death of 
Eli’s sons and their replacement by a priest who would 
be faithful to God (1 Samuel 2:27-36).

Samuel Shares God’s Difficult 
Message With Eli  

The prophecy given to Samuel made it clear that Eli 
had not raised his sons properly and that Eli would be 
punished. As difficult as it must have been for Samuel 
to pronounce judgment upon the priest he served, 
Samuel faithfully reported to Eli what God had said. 

From 1 Samuel 3:19-21 it is clear that this was the 
first of many times God spoke to Samuel. Samuel 
grew up listening to God. The phrase “from Dan to 
Beersheba” (1 Samuel 3:20) was used to describe 
the entire Promised Land. Samuel became God’s 
mouthpiece to the nation of Israel. He listened when 

God appeared to him, and “Samuel’s word came to all 
Israel” (1 Samuel 3:21).

The Jesus Connection

In our relationship with Jesus, God sometimes speaks 
to us through the Bible or God’s people. When he 
does, he wants us to listen and obey.

What does it mean to really listen to God? What might 
God be guiding you to do? Pray that your ears will be 
open to hear God speaking to you. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Responsive Racing

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: Hello, everyone!

Pause for children to respond. If they don’t, repeat the greeting until they do.

Ask: 
 n  Can anyone tell me what it means to respond? 

Say: To respond means to react to something, doesn’t it? When I say “hello,” you 
react, or respond, by saying “hello” back to me. When someone tells a funny 
joke, we respond by laughing. If we bump the funny bone in our elbows, we might 
respond by rubbing our elbows. We’re going to start today with a game about 
responding. In this game, you’re all going to be race-car drivers.

Have students line up in single file and place their hands on the shoulders of the person 
in front of them. Point out an invisible loop in the room that children can follow around as 
a racetrack. Explain that children will keep their hands on each other’s shoulders as they 
walk in single file around the “track.”

Hold up a green piece of construction paper, and explain that when the green “flag” 
is waving, kids can move quickly around the racetrack. Hold up a yellow piece of 
construction paper, and explain that when the yellow flag is waving, everyone must 
move in slow motion. Then hold up a red piece of construction paper. Explain that when 
the red flag is waving, they must stop, and the last “driver” in line will skip up to the front 
of the line and lead the race.

Say: On your mark! Get set! Go!

Wave the green flag, and continue waving it for a few laps. Then wave the yellow flag for 
a few seconds. Remind children to move in slow motion. Alternate flags a few times, and 
then hold up the red flag so that a new person can lead the race. Continue switching 
flags, and allow every child a chance to lead the race. End the race, and lead children in 
giving high fives to one another.

Ask the children to sit down as a group for a discussion.

Responsive Racing
Supplies

Bible
green, red, and yellow 
construction paper
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Ask: 
 n  What did you respond to during the race? 
 n   How was responding to the flags like responding when a parent, teacher, or 

friend directs you? 
 n   How should we respond when God directs us? 

Say: Today we’re going to hear about a boy who learned how to respond to God. 
Our Key Verse from the Bible tells us what we can say to respond to God.

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 3:10, and show the verse to the children.

Say: First Samuel 3:10 says, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Ask children to 
repeat the Key Verse with you a few times.

Say: This Key Verse comes right from our Bible story. In fact, the boy in our story 
actually says the Key Verse! Let’s find out more about the boy who responded to 
God by saying, “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).

 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Who Called?

What You’ll Do 
Show the Bible Timeline. Then say: The Bible tells us what a boy named Samuel 
learned about responding to God. Samuel lived in the temple, which was sort of 
like a church, and worked for an old priest named Eli. Samuel’s room was near 
Eli’s room so that Samuel could hear Eli if he called during the night. Let’s pretend 
you’re all Samuels, sleeping in your room in the temple. Over there is Eli’s room. 
Designate a corner of the room to be Eli’s bedroom. I’ll play the story on the CD, and 
you can follow the directions you hear.

Have kids lie down on the floor and pretend to sleep. Play “God Calls Samuel” (track 6 
on the CD), leading kids in following the directions they hear from Samuel.

When the segment is finished, have children sit with you on the floor.

Say: Eli told Samuel to respond to God by saying these words from 1 Samuel 3:10: 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” Have children repeat the Key Verse. After 
Samuel responded with these words, God talked to Samuel about his plans. The 
Bible says God was with Samuel and called him many times throughout his life.

Ask: 
 n  Why do you think Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice at first?
 n   How does God talk to us today? 
 n  What did Samuel learn about responding to God?

Who Called?
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “God Calls Samuel” 
(track 6)

Bible Timeline
“Samuel Hears God’s 
Voice” poster (from the 
Big Bible Poster Pack)



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

62

Lesson 6

Say: Our Bible Point tells us that  GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW 
WHEN HE DIRECTS US. Remember, our Key Verse tells us what Samuel’s response 
was when God called him: “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).

Let’s play a game to show us how Samuel might’ve felt that night when God first 
called him.

Instruct children to sit in a circle, and then explain the game. Say that you’ll choose a 
volunteer, who will stand facing a corner and hide his or her eyes. Once the volunteer’s 
eyes are closed, you’ll choose one student to be the caller. When the volunteer turns 
around to face the group, the caller will say the volunteer’s name and the volunteer must 
respond with “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). The volunteer is to 
try to figure out who called his or her name.

The catch is, children must all mouth the volunteer’s name at the same time to throw 
him or her off. The caller will say the volunteer’s name three times. Make sure you help 
the children synchronize their moving mouths all three times. If the volunteer guesses 
correctly, the caller will become the new volunteer. If the volunteer cannot identify the 
caller, the caller may reveal himself or herself. Then select a new volunteer.

Begin the game by choosing a volunteer and having him or her face a corner with eyes 
closed. If time allows, give everyone a chance to be the volunteer. Then have kids form 
pairs to answer the following questions. After each question, invite partners to share 
their answers with the rest of the class.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like having to guess who was calling your name? 
 n  How did you respond when you figured out who the caller was? 
 n  How was the way Samuel responded to the voice he heard like the way you 

responded to the caller? 
 n  How should we respond when God directs us? 
 

Say: Remember, our Key Verse tells us what Samuel’s response was when God 
called him: “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). Samuel had to 
learn who was directing him, and he had to learn a good way to respond. Once he 
learned, Samuel became a great prophet. That means that Samuel listened to God 
and told the people what God said. Let’s find out how we can learn to respond to 
God every day!
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

God Says

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s play a game to remind us to respond to God. This game is like Simon 
Says, but it’s called God Says instead.

Choose one person to be the director. The director should stand in front of the group 
and give directions beginning with the words “God says.” For example, the director 
could say, “God says to put your hand over your heart.” Children should respond by 
saying, “I will respond to God,” while following the action. However, if the director does 
not begin a direction with the words “God says,” children should respond by doing 
nothing.

Choose a new director after every three or four directions so each child has a chance to 
direct. Don’t have children sit out—even if they follow the directions incorrectly. When 
everyone has had a chance to be the director, gather the children.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  How did you know when to respond to the directions in this game? 
 n  How is that like listening for God’s direction in real life?

Say: Just as you listened for the words “God says” in our game, you can listen 
for God’s voice and direction in real life. You can read your Bible, listen to your 
parents, and pray. God wants us to follow his directions because he always knows 
what’s best for us. Let’s make something that will help us remember to listen to 
God’s direction.

I Will Answer

What You’ll Do 
Have kids turn to the “I Will Answer” section of their My Bible Fun pages. Give each 
child one empty cardboard tube, a chenille wire, scissors, and glue. Instruct children 
to cut the phone faces from their My Bible Fun pages and set them aside. Then have 

I Will Answer
Supplies

CD player
My Bible Fun
1 cardboard tube per 
child

scissors 
glue
1 chenille wire per child
markers
Teacher Pack
CD: “The Plans I Have 
for You” (Jeremiah 
29:11) (track 4)

I Will Answer 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 6 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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children glue the phone faces on the tubes. Let children use markers to decorate the 
rest of their phones. Finally, show kids how to fold their chenille wires in half and twist 
them together from top to bottom. Help children glue their chenille wires into the tops of 
the tubes to create antennas for the cordless phones. As children work, play “The Plans 
I Have for You” (Jeremiah 29:11) (track 4 on the CD).

When children have finished, gather everyone in a circle with the phones they made.

Ask: 
 n  How do people respond when a phone rings? 

Say: People usually answer their phones right away.

Ask: 
 n  How can this phone be a reminder of how we should respond to God? 

Say: We should respond to God as Samuel did—right away!  GOD WANTS US TO 
LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN HE DIRECTS US.  

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN HE 
DIRECTS US. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Play a game of Follow the Leader with your friends. When you’re finished 

playing, tell your friends that God wants us to listen and follow when he 
directs us.

 n  Every morning before you get out of bed, ask God to lead you that day—
and then follow when he directs you!

 n Have a sleepover at your house, and teach your friends the Key Verse.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s remember that  GOD WANTS US TO LISTEN AND FOLLOW WHEN HE 
DIRECTS US as we follow through on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God wants us to listen and follow when he directs us. Kids 
can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with 
their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Encourage children to take home their phones as reminders of how they can respond to 
God.

Pray: Dear God, speak to us, for we are your servants, and we will listen. Thank you 
for giving us your direction. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Lesson 7 

Saul Becomes King
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Obey the King  
(about 10 min.)
Play a game about 
choosing to obey.

2

Bible  
Exploration

Being Choosy   
(about 15 min.)
Play a game of trading, 
and then listen to what the 
Israelites wanted.

Bible, paper bag, 
assorted wrapped 
candy, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Put candy in the paper 
bag.

Going Their Own Way  
(about 20 min.)
Show what the Israelites 
decided, and think about 
the choice.

Bible, scissors, 
newspaper, My Bible 
Fun, bowl of water, pie 
tins, tempera paint, CD 
player, sponges, pens
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 7 
pages from each My Bible 
Fun student book. Cut 
the new sponges you’ve 
gathered into enough 
sections for each child to 
have one. Each section 
should be a small oval.

Soaked With Patience 
(about 10 min.)
Play a game with water 
and sponges to learn 
about God’s patience.

2 bowls of water, 
2 empty bowls, 2 
sponges 

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

First- and second-graders haven’t yet developed an ability to conceptualize a 
spectrum of possible choices. Instead, they see things as black or white. They like 

clear-cut rules and options they can categorize as right or wrong, good or bad. Your 
children will most likely think that the Israelites were bad for choosing against God 
and that those who choose God’s way are good. Children may feel relief and gratitude 
to learn that God is patient with them and will forgive them even if they choose the 
“bad” way.

Bible Point
God lets us choose to 
obey or disobey.

Key Verse
“He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will choose to 
obey.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Which Way Do I Go?  
(about 10 min.)
Make quick decisions to 
think about going God’s 
way in their lives.

My Bible Fun, markers

4

 Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home 
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Saul Becomes King
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24

Samuel Resists Israel’s  
Demand for a King 

Samuel strongly objected to Israel’s desire for a king. 
His objections may have arisen partly from the hurt 
caused by Israel’s rejection of him and his sons, but 
Samuel was also deeply concerned by the people’s 
motives in seeking a king. Because the people already 
had trouble trusting God, Samuel knew they would lean 
toward trusting the king and his military might instead 
of God. 

God didn’t want Israel to have a king, but the people 
wanted a king so badly that they wouldn’t listen to 
Samuel’s warnings (1 Samuel 8:10-18). God decided to 
grant their request. God chose to use their demands to 
further his purposes, but he also continued to expect 
them to be faithful to him.

God Prepares Saul to Be King  

When God chose to give Israel a king, he proceeded to 
show Samuel exactly who that king was to be. Saul, a 
head taller than his peers, would be readily accepted by 
the people because of his dominating physique. God 
even told Samuel about Saul the day before Samuel 
met him (1 Samuel 9:15-16). And God “changed Saul’s 
heart” (1 Samuel 10:9), apparently to prepare him to lead 
Israel by relying on God’s power.

As Saul was being installed as king, Samuel used 
the situation to remind the people that they had 
rebelled against God when they asked for a king 
(1 Samuel 10:17-19). But he presented Saul to the 
people as the king God had chosen and admitted 
that there was “no one like him among all the 
people” (1 Samuel 10:24).

The Jesus Connection

Jesus doesn’t force anyone to follow him. He wants 
us to love him as he loves us. We can choose an 
abundant eternal life by following him in obedience!
When have you stubbornly demanded your own way 
as the people of Israel did? How did your situation 
come out? God loves us, cares for us, and wants us 
to live for him. God wants the best for you. 

Commit today to seeking his guidance and following 
it obediently in your life. Talk to God about your 
commitment. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Obey the King

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together. Then have them stand in a line at one end of the room. 
Choose a volunteer to play the “King” or “Queen” and stand at one end of the room with 
his or her back to the rest of the group.

Say: Today we’re going to learn about making choices. One of the most important 
choices we can make is whether or not to obey. We are going to play a game about 
choosing to obey.

Explain that the object of the game is to get to the other side of the room. Each child 
will have a chance to ask the King or Queen, “King [or Queen], may I take [a number 
of] steps forward?” Each child gets to decide how many steps he or she will ask for—
up to 10 steps. Then the King or Queen will answer either “Yes, you may” or “No, you 
may not.” Tell children that if they forget to ask “May I…?” they must take three steps 
backward. They must also take three steps backward if they choose to disobey the King 
or Queen’s orders.

Begin the game. Allow the King or Queen to answer “yes” or “no” five times before 
having him or her switch roles with another child and continuing the game.

After several children have played the King or Queen, stop the game. Have the children 
sit together.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How was our game like trying to choose whether to obey someone in real 

life? How was it different? 
 n  If you choose to disobey someone like a parent or teacher, how does that 

person respond? 
 n  How does God respond when we disobey? 

Say: If you chose to disobey during our game, you had to take three steps backward, 
but you got to keep playing. The same kind of thing happens when we disobey God. 
We may have to face the consequences or punishments of bad choices that we 
make, but God forgives us and gives us more chances to obey him.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Being Choosy

What You’ll Do 
Say: Today we’re going to learn about a choice the Israelites had to make. They 
had to choose to go either God’s way or their own way. They had to choose 
whether or not to obey God. Before we begin our Bible story, we’re going to play a 
game.

Instruct children to line up side by side against a wall. Explain to children that they are 
each going to get a piece of candy. If they are unhappy with the candy they get, they 
can trade it one time for another person’s candy. The trading will begin with the second 
person in line trading with the first person in line. The third person in line can trade with 
either the first or second person, and so on. After the last person in line makes a trade, 
the first person in line can trade with anyone he or she chooses.

Begin the game. “Ooh” and “ahh” over each student’s pick to encourage students to 
trade. After the last child has made his or her trade, allow children to eat their candy.

Ask: 
 n  Were you happy with the candy that you ended up with? Why or why not? 
 n   Why did you want to trade your candy?
 n  What did it feel like to want the candy another person had? 

Say: In our Bible story, the Israelites wanted something that other people had. Let’s 
listen to what they wanted.

Play “We Want a King!” (track 8 on the CD), and then have kids answer the following 
questions.

Ask:
 n  Why did the Israelites want a king? 
 n  Do you think that’s a good reason to want something? Why or why not? 
 n  How was playing the candy-trading game like the Israelites wanting a 

human king? 
 n  How did the Israelites disobey God by wanting a human king? 

Say: We’ve all wanted something that someone else had. The Israelites thought 
they should be like the other nations. Those nations had human kings, so they 
thought they should have a human king, too.

The prophet Samuel talked to God about what the Israelites wanted. God was very 
sad that they wanted a human king because God was their king. God told Samuel 

Being Choosy
Supplies

Bible
paper bag
assorted wrapped 
candy

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Want a King!” 
(track 8); “Samuel’s 
Advice” (track 9)

! ALLERGY
 ALERT

Being Choosy
Easy Prep

Put candy in the paper 
bag.
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to warn the people about what it would be like to have a human king. Let’s hear 
what Samuel told the people.

Play “Samuel’s Advice” (track 9 on the CD). Then stop the CD.

Ask: 
 n  What might happen if the Israelites choose a human king? 
 n  What might happen if the Israelites choose God to continue being their one 

and only king? 
 n  What choice do you think the Israelites should make? Why? 

Say: Let’s find out what the Israelites decided. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 10:17-24, 
and read the passage aloud.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What did the people choose? Why? 
 n  How do you think God responded when the Israelites disobeyed? 

Say: The Israelites wanted what the other nations had. They chose to go their own 
way instead of God’s way. We do the same thing sometimes, don’t we? Let’s pray 
about that.

Pray: Dear God, sometimes we choose to go our own way instead of your way. 
We’re sorry we don’t always choose your way. Thank you for being patient with us. 
Please help us to make good choices. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Say: Now let’s make something to show what the Israelites chose.

Going Their Own Way

What You’ll Do 
Distribute one sponge section to each child. Have children turn to the “Going Their Own 
Way” section of their My Bible Fun pages. Have children gather around the newspaper-
covered table with their pages.

Ask children to point out, on their My Bible Fun pages, God’s way (the cross) and then 
the way the Israelites chose (the human king). Tell students that they’re going to make 
sponge people and paint the people on the path they chose to take.

Demonstrate the process of sponge painting by dipping a sponge into the paint, 
dabbing it on the newspaper, and then pressing it on the page. When children 
understand how to sponge-paint on the path to the human king, allow them to begin 
working.

Going Their Own Way
Supplies

Bible
scissors
newspaper
My Bible Fun
bowl of water
pie tins
tempera paint
CD player
sponges
pens
Teacher Pack
CD: “Jesus Loves Me 
Rock” (track 7)

 
Going Their Own Way
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 7 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book. 
Cut the new sponges 
you’ve gathered into 
enough sections for 
each child to have one. 
Each section should be 
a small oval.
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As students work, play “Jesus Loves Me Rock” (track 7 on the CD). When children have 
finished sponge-painting, have them set aside their My Bible Fun pages to dry. Help 
them rinse their sponges, squeeze out the excess water, and place their sponges with 
their My Bible Fun pages. Then show kids how to use pens to draw faces, arms, and 
legs on the paint people.

Say: God chose for the Israelites a king who was just what they wanted—a king 
like other nations had. He even looked like the Israelites thought a king should look 
because he was taller than all the other Israelites. Point to the man on the My Bible 
Fun page. His name was Saul. When all the Israelites gathered together to meet 
Saul, they were very impressed. They shouted, “Long live the king!”

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What did the Israelites think about their decision to go their own way by 

choosing a human king? 
 n  What did God think about their choice? 
 n  Why do you think God let the Israelites go their own way? Why didn’t God 

force them to go his way? 

Say: Let’s see what our Key Verse says. Open your Bible to 2 Peter 3:9, and show 
children the verse. Read it aloud and then have children repeat it with you. “He 
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). When we choose a way other than God’s way, God is 
patient with us. God doesn’t want anyone to perish or be separated from him 
forever. He wants us to come to repentance. That means he gives us a chance to 
be sorry. God wanted the Israelites to choose him instead of a human king. But 
God let them make their own choice.  GOD LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR 
DISOBEY so that we can learn. When we learn that we’ve chosen the wrong way, 
we can tell God we’re sorry and then choose to go his way. Let’s play a game to 
remind us how patient God is with us.

Soaked With Patience

What You’ll Do 
Have kids form two groups. Have groups form two single-file lines. Set out a new 
sponge and a bowl of water for each team and an empty bowl at the opposite end of the 
room. Explain that children will soak up water with their sponges, run to the other end of 
the room and squeeze the water into the empty bowl, and then run back to their lines. 
Encourage them to fill up the empty bowl with all the water from the full bowl. Before you 
begin the game, explain that the water is kind of like God’s patience and the empty bowl 
is kind of like our hearts when we disobey. Begin the game. When everyone has had a 
turn, have children set the sponges aside and find a partner. Have children discuss the 
following questions with their partners.

Soaked With Patience
Supplies

2 bowls of water
2 empty bowls
2 sponges
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like to soak up all that water and empty it into the other bowl? 
 n  Did you think your sponge would be able to move water? Why or why not?

Say: God is full of patience, just as our sponges were full of water. Time after time 
we disobey God, and time after time he is patient with us. God is patient with us 
and forgives us—God fills us up again! Let’s say our Key Verse again.

Lead children in saying the Key Verse aloud: “He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Which Way Do I Go?

What You’ll Do  
Say: Now let’s think about how we make choices in our own lives.

Have students all stand in a line in the middle of the room. Explain that you’re going 
to read a series of choices and actions. Children should follow the action that fits the 
choice they would make. Read the following scenarios, moving quickly but giving 
children time to respond.
 n  You stay up late one night watching a movie even though you know church 

is the next morning. The next morning you’re so tired. If you would choose 
to go to church, go touch the wall to your right. If you would choose to stay 
at home and sleep, go touch the wall to your left.

 n  You have homework due tomorrow, but tonight you want to go to a friend’s 
house and play games. If you would choose to stay at home and do your 
homework, stand on your right leg. If you would choose to go to your 
friend’s house and skip the homework, squat on the floor.

 n  Your mom asks you to pick up your room before you go outside to play. If 
you would choose to clean your room, walk quickly around the room. If you 
would choose to go outside without cleaning your room, skip around the 
room.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How was making choices during this game like making choices in real life? 

How was it different? 

Which Way Do I Go?
Supplies

My Bible Fun
markers
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 n  How did you decide which way to go?
 n  What happens if you make a mistake and go a way other than God’s way? 

How does God respond? 

Say: Choices aren’t always easy, are they? We don’t always know if a choice is 
taking us God’s way or a different way. We can read the Bible and pray and talk 
to other Christians to help us. The good news is that if we choose a way that 
isn’t God’s way, we can tell God we’re sorry. God is patient with us and forgives 
us. Let’s draw hearts on our My Bible Fun pages to show that we want to choose 
God’s way.

Let kids use markers to draw hearts on the path to God on their My Bible Fun pages.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR DISOBEY. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Each morning when you wake up, ask God to help you obey him that day.
 n  Take a walk in your neighborhood and pray for people who don’t know 

Jesus.
 n  Obey your parents when they tell you to do something this week—the first 

time.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s remember that  GOD LETS US CHOOSE TO OBEY OR DISOBEY as we 
follow through on our Daily Challenges.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God lets us choose to obey or disobey. Kids can also 
do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their 
families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Close in prayer, asking God to help you obey him this week and thanking him for his 
patience and forgiveness.
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Lesson 8 

Saul Makes a Big Mistake
1 Samuel 13:1-14

LESSON
WHAT CHILDREN 

DO
SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Giving Our 
Worries to God  
(about 10 min.)
Discuss waiting 
and worrying, name 
their worries, and 
sing a new song.

Bible, scissors, plain 
paper, crayons, 
markers, CD player, one 
copy per child of the 
lyrics page (at the end 
of the lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Cut sheets of paper into 
fourths, one section per child.

2

Bible  
Exploration

Saul’s Battles  
(about 15 min.)
Create puppets 
of Saul’s troops, 
and hear about his 
battles.

Bible, construction 
paper, scissors, 
markers, My Bible Fun, 
craft sticks, tape, CD 
player
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Philistine Army” poster

Make a crown for your head. 
Cut a sheet of construction 
paper in half lengthwise, and 
then tape one piece to the 
other to form a single long 
piece. Cut out crown-like 
points along one long side, in a 
zigzag fashion. Write “Saul” on 
one side of the crown, and tape 
the ends together to fit.

The Peace of God 
(about 10 min.)
Draw pictures to 
serve as reminders 
to turn to God with 
their worries.

My Bible Fun, crayons, 
colored pencils

Tear out the Lesson 8 pages 
from each My Bible Fun 
student book.

Waiting 
(about 10 min.)
Discuss Saul’s 
situation and his 
difficulties with 
waiting.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F irst- and second-graders often define guidelines in negative terms. When asked 
about appropriate behavior, for instance, it is easier for them to list what they’re not 

allowed to do than summarize appropriate behavior in positive terms. Today, in Saul’s 
story, kids will hear an example of what not to do. Use this lesson to encourage children 
to turn to and trust God in every situation.

Bible Point
Give your worries to 
God.

Key Verse
“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, 
which transcends all 
understanding, will 
guard your hearts 
and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will trust God 
with their worries.
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LESSON
WHAT CHILDREN 

DO
SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Our Praying 
Hands  
(about 10 min.)
Make praying 
hands to hold their 
paper worries.

construction paper, 
pencils, scissors, stapler

Fold one sheet of construction 
paper for each student. Make a 
2-inch fold along one long side 
of the paper using a fingernail 
or the handle of a pair of 
scissors to make a sharp 
crease. Then fold the paper 
in half the short way, again 
making a sharp crease, so that 
you have what looks like a card 
with a pocket inside.

Prayers and 
Petitions   
(about 5 min.)
Pray, offering 
original petitions, 
and sing.

paper, crayons, 
markers, worry strips 
from Getting Started, 
praying hands from 
previous activity, CD 
player, one copy per 
child of the lyrics page 
(at the end of the 
lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily 
Challenge to apply 
God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at 
Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to 
share what they 
learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Saul Makes a Big Mistake
1 Samuel 13:1-14

Worried Saul Takes Action, 
Disobeys Samuel 

As the Israelite army gathered to prepare for a 
counterattack by the Philistines, they began to fear, 
thinking of the thousands of chariots, horses, and 
soldiers the Philistines could muster. And as some of 
the Israelite soldiers began to desert, Saul panicked. 
Samuel had told Saul to wait seven days for him to 
arrive at Gilgal before taking action (1 Samuel 10:8). 
Samuel wanted to offer sacrifices to God and prepare 
the army spiritually for the battle that was to come. 

In his fear and anxiety, Saul overstepped his authority 
and proceeded with the sacrifices without Samuel. 
Saul was king, but he was not God’s appointed 
spiritual leader. Saul’s impatient actions demonstrated 
at least two flaws: He trusted his army more than he 
trusted God, and he thought performing a ritual could 
take the place of genuine faith.

Saul’s Disobedience Costs  
Him the Throne  

Saul could have prayed to God at any time, seeking 
God’s guidance and protection. He could have 
expressed his fears to God and asked for confidence 
to proceed at the proper time. Instead, he disobeyed 
a command of God that had come through Samuel, 
and he took matters into his own hands because of 
his lack of faith. 

The punishment for Saul’s offense was severe: Saul’s 
descendants would not inherit the throne of Israel. 
God had allowed Israel to have a king, but he wanted 
that king to honor and follow him. Saul sacrificed 
his dynasty through his willful disobedience. He was 
more concerned with consolidating his power and 
pacifying his people than with obeying God. Had Saul 
confessed his worries to God and trusted God to take 
care of him and win the battle for Israel, things may 
have been different. However, it’s impossible to know 

if Saul’s lack of faith and tendency toward fear would 
have emerged later even if he had waited for Samuel.

The Jesus Connection

It’s easy to get worried and fearful when things don’t 
look like they’re going our way, but because we have 
Jesus in our lives, we don’t need to be afraid!

How well does your life demonstrate the faith you 
have? In what areas does your trust fall short? Pray 
that you’ll show trust in your actions. You can write 
your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Give Our Worries to God

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Ask: 
 n  What are some things we have to wait for in our lives? 
 n  When has it been especially hard for you to wait for something? 
 n  Sometimes we begin to worry as we wait; what do you worry about? 

Give each child a paper section, and set out crayons and markers. Have kids write or 
draw on their papers a worry they face. Be prepared to help kids with spelling, and 
encourage kids to keep their sentences short. For example, if a child says he or she is 
worried about a spelling test that’s coming up, help the child write “spelling” or “school.” 
Make sure kids write their names on their papers.

Ask: 
 n  What do you do when you’re worried? 
 n  What should we do when we’re worried?

Open your Bible to Philippians 4:6, and show the passage to the children.

Say: There are many passages in the Bible that teach us what to do when we’re 
worried. This advice is in the letter that Paul wrote to the Philippians.

Point out where it says “Philippians,” and also point out the passage. Read the passage 
slowly so children can hear each word: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God” (Philippians 4:6). Then have kids repeat the verse with you several times.

The Bible tells us that when we feel worried, we should pray and tell God about our 
worries. When we do that, we can feel God’s special peace. Let’s do that right now 
with a fun circle-prayer. We’ll give our worries to God by placing our paper worries 
inside the Bible.

Explain that as you pass the Bible around the circle, each person can say, “God, I give 
you my worry about [what’s on the paper].” Then have each child place his or her paper 
inside the front cover of the Bible. When the Bible comes back to you, close the prayer 
by thanking God for caring about our worries and giving us peace. Set the papers aside 
for use later in the lesson.

Give Our Worries to 
God
Supplies

Bible
scissors
plain paper
crayons
markers
CD player
one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Do Not Be Anxious 
About Anything” 
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
(track 10)

Give Our Worries to 
God 
Easy Prep 

Cut sheets of paper into 
fourths, one section per 
child.
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Say: It’s good to  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD. We have a song today about 
giving our worries to God—and the song is our Key Verse, too! Let’s listen to the 
song once before we all sing it together.

Play “Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) (track 10 on the CD) once 
for the kids. Then invite them to sing along as you play the song a few more times. 
(Refer to the copies of the lyrics if necessary.)

 Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.
Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

(Repeat from the beginning.)

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah.

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

“Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Say: Today you’re learning to  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD. In today’s lesson 
we’ll learn about a king who had to wait while his enemies were close by. This 
king got into trouble for letting his worries get the better of him. Let’s see what 
happened!
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 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Saul’s Battles

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 13:1-14, and point out the passage to kids.

Say: Our Bible story today comes from 1 Samuel 13:1-14. When Saul was king, he had 
to get ready for battle with the Philistines. The Philistines were the Israelites’ biggest 
enemy, especially during the time that Saul was king.

Saul chose 3,000 men to help him fight the Philistines. Two thousand of the men went 
with Saul, and 1,000 of them went with his son, Jonathan. Let’s pretend we’re there to 
help Saul and Jonathan prepare for battle.

Have children turn to the “Saul’s Battles” section of today’s My Bible Fun pages. Set out 
craft sticks and tape. Have kids cut off the bottom of the page on the horizontal cut line. 
Then have each child cut out just one of the soldiers from the cut-off portion of the student 
page and tape it to a craft stick so that the soldier can be held like a puppet. Have kids write 
their names on the backs of the puppets.

Say: Jonathan commanded his 1,000 men to victory, beating the Philistines in that 
battle. Saul sounded trumpets to boast of the victory and to let all of Israel know that 
Jonathan’s army had won the battle.

Place the crown on your head, and explain that you’ll play King Saul. Lead kids around the 
room as they “march” their soldiers in the air. Lead kids in making trumpet sounds as they 
march, ending the walk with a loud, victorious cheer as they celebrate Jonathan winning the 
battle.

Say: But the rest of the Philistine army heard about the battle, and they were mad. 
They wanted to get even with Israel, and they started getting ready for an even bigger 
battle. So Saul called more Israelites to join his army.

Have each child cut out the second soldier from the student page and tape it to a craft stick.

Say: Meanwhile, the Philistines were getting ready for the big battle. Listen to what 
the Bible says in 1 Samuel 13:5: “The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three 
thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand 
on the seashore.” That’s a lot of soldiers to have ready! Let’s pretend that you’re the 
Israelite army and see how they must have felt.

Tell the kids that you are at the battle site and that they are to march around the room one 
time and then march their soldiers toward you.

Saul’s Battles
Supplies

Bible
construction paper
scissors
markers
My Bible Fun
craft sticks
tape
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Saul’s Battles’ 
(track 11)

“Philistine Army” poster

Saul’s Battles
Easy Prep

Make a crown for your 
head. Cut a sheet of 
construction paper in 
half lengthwise, and 
then tape one piece 
to the other to form a 
single long piece. Cut 
out crown-like points 
along one long side, in 
a zigzag fashion. Write 
“Saul” on one side of 
the crown, and tape the 
ends together to fit.
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Say: Let’s listen to what the Israelites might have heard as they marched toward the 
battle site.

Play “Saul’s Battles” (track 11 on the CD). Have children march around the room as the 
sounds of the Philistine army grow larger and larger. Listen for a boastful-sounding chuckle 
followed by a voice proclaiming, “We have as many soldiers as there are grains of sand on 
the shore!” Pause the CD.

Then unfold the “Philistine Army” poster, fold by fold, emphasizing as you do that the 
Israelites saw more and more Philistines in that enemy army.

Say: Look at the size of this Philistine army!

Ask: 
 n  The Bible says that the Philistines had as many soldiers as sand on the 

seashore; how many soldiers do you think that was? 
 n  How do you think the Israelites felt when they saw how many soldiers the 

Philistines had? 

Have kids form pairs. After each of the following questions, have partners pretend that their 
soldier puppets are talking to each other. Encourage kids to have their soldiers say what they 
think the real Israelite soldiers said to each other that day.

Ask: 
 n  How do your Israelite soldiers feel about what they see ahead of them? 
 n  What do you think your soldier would’ve said to King Saul? 

Have kids gather around you, and let their soldiers “talk” to King Saul.

Say: The Bible tells us that the soldiers of Israel knew that their army was in big 
trouble. They hid in caves and bushes, among the rocks, and in pits and wells. Some 
even crossed the Jordan River to get away. Show me what they were doing.

Start the CD again. As you listen to the jeering sounds of the Philistine army and the fearful 
statements of the Israelites, allow students to sneak away and hide their puppets under 
chairs and tables, in corners and closets, in a safe manner. As King Saul, you should stay 
near the battle site. Then stop the CD.

Say: The Bible says, “The troops...were quaking with fear” (1 Samuel 13:7). Show me 
what that looks like.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think will happen?
 n  Who could help the Israelites? 
 n  What do you think Saul should do? 
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Say: When we’re in trouble and feel like everything’s going against us, the best 
thing for us to do is pray! Saul and his army were very worried the day of the big 
battle. Before we find out what they did, let’s find out what they should have done! 
Let’s look at our Key Verse again.

Have kids repeat the Key Verse with you: “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God” (Philippians 4:6). This verse could have helped Saul and his army the day of 
the big battle. Let’s talk a little more about being worried.

The Peace of God

What You’ll Do 
Say: Turn to the “Peace of God” section in your My Bible Fun pages. If appropriate, 
ask for a volunteer to read the heading in the first box: “Dear God, help me when I am 
worried.” Ask kids to form pairs, and set out crayons and colored pencils. Have one 
partner in each pair model an expression of intense worry while the other partner draws 
a picture of a worried person’s face in the first box.

Then have partners switch roles. When everyone has finished drawing, call kids together.

Say: Look at the Bible verse written in the next box. I’ll read it for you: “The peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). Close your eyes and take a moment to picture 
a person who is feeling very peaceful. Give the kids five seconds of silence to start 
thinking.

Think about what that peaceful person is doing and what he or she looks like. Give 
the kids five more seconds of silence, and then direct them to draw a picture of that 
peaceful person in the second box. Then say that it’s time to find out the end of the 
Bible story.

Waiting

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s find out what happened to King Saul as he faced all those Philistine 
soldiers, especially since his own army was hiding and running away. According to 
our Key Verse, what should King Saul have done with his worries? Pause to let kids 
answer.

That’s not what Saul did, though. Samuel, the prophet, had told Saul to wait for 
him to come and he would tell him what to do. Samuel also said he would offer 
a sacrifice to God when he came. These instructions from Samuel weren’t just 
Samuel’s idea; they were instructions from God!

The Peace of God
Supplies

My Bible Fun
crayons
colored pencils

The Peace of God 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 8 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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So, while some of his soldiers were running away in fear, Saul just had to wait...
and wait...and wait. Saul waited for seven days, as he was commanded, but when 
Samuel hadn’t come and more and more soldiers were running away, Saul was 
very worried.

Ask: 
 n  What should we do when we’re worried?

Say: Instead of turning to God with his worries and asking for help, Saul tried to 
solve the problem on his own. He didn’t wait for Samuel. Instead, he offered the 
sacrifice himself. By doing this, Saul broke the special commandment that God 
had given him through Samuel. When Samuel finally arrived, he was angry because 
Saul hadn’t waited like he had been told. So Samuel had to tell Saul that God was 
going to pick someone else to be king.

In this story, Saul shows us what not to do when we’re worried. He tried to fix the 
problem himself, instead of turning to God. Let’s make something that will help you 
remember to  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Our Praying Hands 

What You’ll Do 
Say: You’re going to make your own set of praying hands to remind you to pray to 
God about your worries.

Distribute the folded pieces of paper, and show the kids how to hold their non-dominant 
hand on the paper for tracing, with the pinkie edge of the hand and the bottom of the 
hand at the wrist at the folds of the paper.

Say: You’ll be tracing around only part of your hand. You won’t trace around the 
bottom of your hand or the pinkie side of the hand because we want to make sure 
that we don’t cut those folded edges of the paper.

Demonstrate the tracing for the kids, emphasizing how you start tracing at the bottom of 
the hand under the thumb and finish at the pinkie. Emphasize that kids shouldn’t trace 
their whole hands.

Our Praying Hands 
Supplies

construction paper
pencils 
scissors
stapler

Our Praying Hands
Easy Prep

Fold one sheet of 
construction paper for 
each student. Make a 
2-inch fold along one 
long side of the paper 
using a fingernail or 
the handle of a pair 
of scissors to make 
a sharp crease. Then 
fold the paper in half 
the short way, again 
making a sharp crease, 
so that you have what 
looks like a card with a 
pocket inside.
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Demonstrate cutting on the traced line, again emphasizing that they are to cut only on 
the pencil line. After cutting, show how the praying hands open and close like a book 
and how there is a pocket inside because you didn’t cut along the folds. You will use 
these praying hands to pray with the class at the end of the lesson. Set out scissors, and 
watch carefully as kids cut out their praying hands.

After each child has finished cutting, open up the praying hands, including those you 
made for the class, and staple at the edges of the pockets.

Prayers and Petitions

What You’ll Do 
Tell students to tuck their first worry (from the first activity) into their praying hands. Then 
set out paper, crayons, and markers; and let kids write or draw about other worries they 
have. Have kids put each worry inside their praying hands.

Say: At home you can sit with your praying hands and tell God about each thing 
you have written or drawn, asking him for help with your worries.

Remind students that the more we give our worries to God, the more we will feel the 
peace of mind that is promised to us.

Say: Let’s sing our Key Verse song one more time to help us remember what we 
should do when we worry.

Play “Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) (track 10 on the CD) and 
have kids sing the song as a conclusion to the lesson. 

 Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.
Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,

Prayers and Petitions
Supplies

paper
crayons
markers
worry strips from 
Getting Started

praying hands from 
previous activity

CD player
one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Do Not Be Anxious 
About Anything” 
(Philippians 4:6-7)
(track 10)
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With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

(Repeat from the beginning.)

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah.

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

“Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how you can  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Find another verse in the Bible that can remind you of how God helps you 

when you’re worried.
 n  Each time you feel worried, write it down. Then look at that list and pray 

about each worry before you go to bed.
 n  Draw or paint a picture of how God helped you when you were worried.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will be 
more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: This week,  GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO GOD by following through on your 
Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how we can give our worries to God. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids, thanking God that he always takes care 
of us. Pray: God, even when things are scary or hard in our lives, we know we can 
trust you to take care of us. Please comfort us as we bring our worries to you. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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! OK
 TO COPY

Lyrics 

Do Not Be Anxious About Anything 
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.
Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

And the peace of God (peace of God), 
Which transcends all understanding (transcends all understanding),
Will guard your hearts (guard your hearts)
And your minds in Christ Jesus (minds in Christ Jesus).

(Repeat from the beginning.)

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah.

Do not be anxious about anything, 
But in everything, by prayer and petition,
With thanksgiving,
Present your requests to God.
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, aah.

“Do Not Be Anxious About Anything” (Philippians 4:6-7) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Lesson 9 

God Chooses David to  
Replace Saul 1 Samuel 16:1-13

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Youngest, Oldest, and In 
Between  
(about 15 min.)
Name one of their special gifts; 
learn that no matter what their 
age is, God has given everyone 
gifts; and sing a new song.

Bible, scissors, 
sheets of paper, CD 
player, pens, one 
lyrics page per child 
(at the end of the 
lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Cut enough sheets of 
letter-size paper in 
half so that you have 
one piece for each 
child.

2

Bible  
Exploration

The Right Person for the Job  
(about 10 min.)
Take on the names of Jesse’s 
sons and be interviewed for a 
special construction project by 
the prophet Samuel.

1 small tool per child, 
1 name tag per child, 
paper, marker
Teacher Pack: 
“David and His 
Brothers” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Write name tags 
for Eliab, Abinadab, 
Shammah, David, and 
other Old Testament 
names, one per child.

The New King  
(about 10 min.)
Hear the Bible story and relate 
it to the game just played.

Bible

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

W hile immediate family members and other important adults, such as teachers and 
relatives, still hold the most influence over them, first- and second-graders are 

entering the realm in which peer acceptance is tantamount to a strong sense of self-
worth, and where one’s own appraisal of others is overwhelmingly influenced by outward 
appearances. This is a perfect age for discussing the importance of loving and accepting 
behavior, supported by the assurance that we are strengthened to do so because God 
first loved us.

Bible Point
Our hearts are what 
matter to God.

Key Verse
“The Lord does not look 
at the things man looks 
at. Man looks at the 
outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the 
heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will have 
hearts for God.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

What Do You See?   
(about 10 min.)
Learn about the difference 
between looking at outward 
appearances and looking at the 
heart.

My Bible Fun, crayons
Teacher Pack:
“Everyday 
Folks” figures

Tear out the Lesson 
9 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book. Separate the 
“Everyday Folks” 
figures.

God Loves Me Inside and Out 
(about 20 min.)
Create a self-portrait, focusing 
on both matters of the heart 
and outward appearances, and 
sing the new song.

My Bible Fun, pencils, 
crayons, paper, 
stapler, scissors, CD 
player, one lyrics 
page per child (at the 
end of the lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Trace the figure on 
the bottom of today’s 
My Bible Fun page. 
Cut out the shape, 1 
per child.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share what 
they learned with their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Chooses David to Replace Saul
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Israel at War 

First Samuel 14–15 describes Israelite victories under 
the leadership of Saul and his son, Jonathan. The 
Philistines were routed (1 Samuel 14:22, 31). Saul then 
fought and won against enemies on every side, freeing 
Israel from the oppression it had been under (1 Samuel 
14:47-48). But Saul again made a big mistake. God 
directed Saul to attack the Amalekites and to destroy 
them because the Amalekites had resisted the Israelites 
when they came from Egypt toward the Promised Land 
(1 Samuel 15:1-3). The Amalekites were known for 
attacking defenseless villages in Israel, killing people, 
and taking everything—leaving those left alive without 
food. God wanted Israel to avenge the Amalekites’ 
cruelty and to destroy them entirely. 

Saul Again Disobeys God  

Instead of wiping out everything, Saul spared the king’s 
life and kept the best of the sheep and cattle. Once 
again, Saul disobeyed a direct command from God, 
doing what he thought would be most profitable for 
himself. As a result, God decided it was time to select 
another king. 

God again directed Samuel to the one who would 
be king of Israel. Samuel did what God told him to 
do and found himself looking over Jesse’s sons for 
the one who would replace Saul. Even Samuel was 
apparently expecting someone strong and tall, as Saul 
had been, but God had other plans. His statement 
should echo in our minds today: “Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7).

God Leads Samuel  
to Young David  

Apparently, David didn’t look very kingly at this point in 
his life. The evidence suggests that he may have been 

only about 12 when he was anointed by Samuel to be 
the next king. However, he had apparently developed in 
strength and courage as he tended his father’s sheep. 
The fact that God chose David after emphasizing the 
importance of his heart tells us that David’s heart must 
have been right before God.

The Jesus Connection

Jesus isn’t most concerned that we look like “good” 
Christians—appearance really doesn’t much matter. 

God has done so much for us! Seek daily to keep your 
heart focused on God. Ask God to help you have a 
heart that seeks him. You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Youngest, Oldest, and In Between 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: Every one of us has special gifts from God—things that we do well. Every one 
of us is good at lots of things because God gave us the ability to do those things 
well. I want all of you to close your eyes. Think about one thing you do really well. 
Think hard about all the things you do at home, at school, at church, and with your 
friends. Think about all the things you do well and pick one. When I touch you on 
the shoulder, I want you to open your eyes and whisper to me that one thing you do 
well. Make a quick list so you can refer to it later.

Say: Birthdays are special events for everybody. One at a time, I will ask you when 
your birthday is, and then I will write it down for you. Please hold on to your paper 
until we are ready to use it. Write the birthdays on the half-sheets of paper.

Everyone hold up your birth date, and let’s take a look at the year each of you was 
born. If all the years are the same, order the children by month, starting with January 
and working forward.

Ask: 
 n  Who is the youngest in the class?
 n  Who is the oldest?

Point out that no matter how old we are, each of us has gifts; we each can do something 
well. Give examples, referring to your list of things the kids said they do well. For 
instance, you might say, “Sarah is the oldest, and she’s a good soccer player. Miguel is 
in the middle, and he’s good at drawing. Daniel is the youngest, and he is his dad’s best 
helper in the workshop.”

Say: As you can see, it doesn’t matter how old we are—we each have special gifts 
and talents. In Bible times, people usually thought the oldest son in the family 
would be the best choice for an important job. But in today’s Bible story, we’ll see 
that wasn’t necessarily true! You can’t tell how good a person will be at a job just 
by looking at the person or knowing how old he or she is. But God knows! Let’s 
open up the Bible and see what God says about appearances, or the way we look.

Youngest, Oldest, and 
In Between 
Supplies

Bible 
scissors
sheets of paper
CD player
pens
one lyrics page per 
child (at the end of the 
lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Lord Looks 
at the Heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7b) 
(track 12)

Youngest, Oldest, and 
In Between 
Easy Prep

Cut enough sheets of 
letter-size paper in half 
so that you have one 
piece for each child.
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Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16:7, and read the Key Verse slowly so that the children 
can follow each word: “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Ask: 
 n  According to this verse, what matters to God? 
 n  What does God see when he looks at our hearts? 

Say: Let’s turn on the music and listen to a song that will help us remember today’s 
Key Verse.

Play “The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) (track 12 on the CD) a few times 
until kids are familiar with the words and melody. Then lead kids in singing the song. 
(Refer to the copies of the lyrics if necessary.)

 When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.

But the Lord can see past all that,
So much more, as a matter of fact.
The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.

The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.

“The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Say: Now that we know our Key Verse, let’s see how it applies to our Bible story!

 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

The Right Person for the Job

What You’ll Do 
Lay out the tools and name tags, placing one tool with each name tag. Any tool can go 
with any name tag except for David’s. David’s tool has to be a blank piece of paper.

Say: The people of Israel went to Samuel and demanded a king. The Lord was 
disappointed because this meant that the people didn’t want God for their king. 
But God chose Saul to be the Israelite king. Saul looked like a king, but Saul wasn’t 
such a good king, was he? Because Saul didn’t follow the special instructions 
Samuel had given him, God decided to choose a new king for the Israelites.

When God decided it was time to choose the new king, he told Samuel to go to the 
house of a man named Jesse who lived in Bethlehem. God said that one of Jesse’s 
eight sons would be the new king God had chosen.

Show the “David and His Brothers” poster.

When Samuel saw Jesse’s sons, he assumed that the oldest, Eliab, would be the 
new king. That wasn’t God’s plan, though. You’ll see what happens because we’re 
going to put on a little play to learn how God helped Samuel choose the new king. 
But in our play, instead of choosing a king, our Samuel will be trying to find the 
right person with the right tool for a special construction job. I’ll be Samuel, and 
you’ll be Jesse’s sons interviewing for the job.

Explain to the kids that, one at a time, you will ask each child to choose a tool and name 
tag. Make sure that someone chooses to be David and someone chooses to be Eliab! 
Ask the kids to put on their name tags and to think about what their tools or materials 
are used for. If they aren’t sure, or at any time during the activity they are uncertain about 
an answer, suggest they ask a classmate for ideas. Again, accuracy isn’t important.

Say: Okay, everybody! Listen up! My name is Samuel, and I’m a prophet. We’re 
doing an important construction project, and there is one job opening left. It’s a 
special job, and it will take someone with a special tool. The Lord has sent me to 
pick the right person for the job. I came to talk with all of you because you belong 
to the family of Jesse, an important family that can help me with an important job. 
Now, I’ll talk to each one of you to see if any of you has the right tool and could be 
the right person for the job. Okay? Start with Eliab. Save David for last!

Okay, Eliab! You’re Jesse’s oldest son! You must be the right person for our job!

The Right Person for 
the Job
Supplies

1 small tool per child
1 name tag per child
paper
marker
Teacher Pack
“David and His 
Brothers” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster 
Pack)

The Right Person for 
the Job 
Easy Prep

Write name tags 
for Eliab, Abinadab, 
Shammah, David, and 
other Old Testament 
names, one per child. 
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Ask: 
 n   What tool/building material do you have? 
 n  What does it do?
 n  Why is it important for construction jobs?

Say: You’re right, that tool is important in construction projects, but that’s not the 
tool we need. I’m sorry—you’re not the right person for this particular job, but I 
know the Lord will need you for another special job! Who’s next?

Have the child playing Eliab sit down. Repeat the interview process until David is the 
only one left. Using the tone of voice that is usually used to address toddlers or babies, 
interview David.

Say: Hello, David! How is Jesse’s littlest boy doing today? Have you been busy 
playing today?

Ask: 
 n  What do you have there? Is that one of your little toys?

Now use a more serious tone.

Ask: 
 n  What do you do with paper? If necessary, suggest the idea that we can write 

on paper. Use lots of surprise and excitement to respond.

Say: Paper is the perfect tool for our special construction job! And you must be 
the person for our job! We need someone who can write down the plans so that 
all the walls meet in the corners and the roof is the right size. Everybody has tools 
that are important to construction jobs, but David had the tool we were missing. 
Without paper to help us plan, we would make lots of mistakes in our construction 
project!

Lead the class in a round of applause for everyone’s participation. Then collect all the 
tools so they don’t pose a distraction.

Say: In the Bible, Samuel’s job wasn’t to pick someone for a construction job, as in 
our game. His real job was to pick the new king. Let’s see what happened!

The New King

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16:1-13.

Say: In the Bible, Samuel’s job was to pick the new king, with God’s help. We’re 
going to hear how Samuel did it, but first let’s recite our Key Verse together. Recite 
the verse slowly: “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

The New King
Supplies

Bible
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Now I’ll read the story from the Bible. Listen carefully, and when you hear the 
Key Verse, raise your hand. Point in the Bible as you read 1 Samuel 16:1-13, 
acknowledging kids as they raise their hands at the Key Verse.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How was this Bible story like our construction job game? 
 n  Why did Samuel expect Eliab to be the new king? 
 n  Were you surprised that God picked David for king? Why or why not? 
 n  Do you think Samuel was surprised at God’s choice of David as king? Why 

or why not? 
 n  What matters to God? 

Say: In our Bible story, just as in our construction job game, the person who was 
best for the job was a bit of a surprise. Samuel thought that Jesse’s oldest son 
would be God’s choice for the new king. But that wasn’t the case. God knew 
which son had the tools for the job because God looks at the heart, not at outward 
appearances.  OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD. God knew that David 
had the inside qualities he wanted in a king. Let’s look at some inside and outside 
qualities ourselves.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

What Do You See?

What You’ll Do 
Spread out the “Everyday Folks” figures on a table, colored side up. Choose one figure to 
focus on.

Ask: 
 n  What do you notice about this person? Discuss characteristics of each of the 

figures, eventually emphasizing that each of the figures has different physical 
characteristics.

Ask some questions about the Everyday Folks that can’t be answered by looking at the 
figures, such as “Which of these people loves animals?” “Which of these people is afraid of 
spiders?” “Which of these people enjoys visiting at a nursing home?” and “Which of these 
people is often angry at his or her next-door neighbor?”

What Do You See?
Supplies

My Bible Fun
crayons
Teacher Pack
“Everyday Folks” 
figures

What Do You See? 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 9 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book. 
Separate the “Everyday 
Folks” figures.
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Say: We can’t answer these questions because the pictures don’t give us enough 
information. We can’t tell anything about people’s interests, fears, or gifts just by 
looking at them. What does our Key Verse say about outward appearances? Recite 
together the Key Verse: “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Turn the Everyday Folks over and mix them around. Then ask specific questions about the 
outward appearances of the Everyday Folks, such as “Which one of the Everyday Folks has 
wavy hair?” “Which one has peach-colored skin?” and “Which one has brown eyes?”

Say: We can’t tell now because we are trying to see the Everyday Folks the way God 
sees them: by looking at the heart.

Have kids turn to the “What Do You See?” activity in today’s My Bible Fun pages, and 
provide crayons.

Say: Look at the pictures of the Everyday Folks on your page. Draw a circle around 
the Everyday Folks who are shown the way people see them. Pause. Now draw a box 
around the Everyday Folks who are shown the way God sees them. Pause. Now draw a 
heart next to the Everyday Folks who God loves. Pause.

Have kids form pairs, and have partners show each other what they drew. Then invite 
volunteers to share their drawings with the rest of the class.

Say: As our Key Verse tells us, God looks at what’s inside a person—the feelings and 
thoughts of a person. People can only see the outside of a person. But God sees our 
hearts, too! Let’s make something to help us remember that  OUR HEARTS ARE 
WHAT MATTER TO GOD!

God Loves Me Inside and Out

What You’ll Do 
Say: Look at the figure at the bottom of your My Bible Fun page. We can’t tell who 
this is the way the picture is now. Each of you will turn this picture into a portrait of 
yourself, inside and out! Each of you has feelings and thoughts inside of you. You can 
turn this person into a picture of yourself by writing down or drawing some of your 
thoughts and feelings.

Distribute pencils for kids to write or draw with. After students have filled in some of their 
thoughts and feelings, have kids cut across the horizontal line above the activity. Then 
distribute the paper people you cut out before class and crayons.

Say: Now it’s time to think about what you look like on the outside. What color is your 
hair? What color are your eyes? Do your best to make this person look exactly like you 
do on the outside.

God Loves Me Inside 
and Out
Supplies

My Bible Fun
pencils
crayons
paper
stapler
scissors
CD player
one lyrics page per 
child (at the end of the 
lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “The Lord Looks 
at the Heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7b) 
(track 12)

God Loves Me Inside 
and Out
Easy Prep

Trace the figure on the 
bottom of today’s My 
Bible Fun page. Cut out 
the shape, 1 per child.
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When kids have completed both figures, help them to staple the two figures together on 
the left edges, with the picture of the outside characteristics on top. Show kids how to open 
their self-portraits like a book.

Say: People look at the outside of a person, but God looks at the inside. Let’s sing a 
song to help us remember all week long what matters to God.

Play “The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) (track 12 on the CD) for kids. When kids 
are familiar with the words and melody, lead them in singing the song. (Refer to the copies of 
the lyrics if necessary.)

 When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.

But the Lord can see past all that,
So much more, as a matter of fact.
The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.

The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.

“The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.



101

Lesson 9 Grades 1 & 2 Summer Quarter

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Take a walk in your neighborhood and pray for people who don’t know 

Jesus.
 n  Tell a friend at school that God looks at our hearts. Then eat lunch with 

someone in your class you don’t know.
 n  Each night before you go to bed, pray and ask God to give you a heart for 

him.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s show that we know that  OUR HEARTS ARE WHAT MATTER TO GOD 
as we follow through on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and what 
they learned about how our hearts are what matter to God. Kids can also do the activities in 
the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids. Pray: Dear God, thank you for seeing 
what’s inside of us, instead of just the outside. Help us to try to look at people’s hearts, 
not how they look. We love you and thank you for loving us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Lyrics 

The Lord Looks at the Heart 
(1 Samuel 16:7b) 
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.
When we look at each other,
We can only see the outside.

But the Lord can see past all that,
So much more, as a matter of fact.
The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.

The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.
The Lord looks at the heart, 
Man looks at the outward appearance;
The Lord looks at the heart. 
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.
The Lord looks at the heart.

“The Lord Looks at the Heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b) by Jay Stocker. © 2007 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

! OK
 TO COPY
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Lesson 10 

David Defeats Goliath  
1 Samuel 17:1-50

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

What’s My Giant?   
(about 10 min.)
Guess one another’s fears, 
and learn the Key Verse.

Bible

2

Bible  
Exploration

The Giant Giant   
(about 10 min.)
Participate in the Bible 
story to see how David 
might have felt facing 
Goliath.

Bible, My Bible Fun, 
markers, crayons
Teacher Pack: Bible 
Timeline Tear out the Lesson 10 

pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.

The Lord Is My Rock   
(about 15 min.)
Discover how God gives 
us strength, as he did 
David, and play a fun 
game.

Bible, five 1-inch 
cardboard circles per 
child, colored markers, 
permanent marker, 
scrap paper
Teacher Pack: 
“Goliath” poster

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

H ow first- and second-graders feel about themselves relates directly to their 
capabilities. At this age of developing and building new skills, be sure to applaud 

each mini-milestone in the children’s lives. Then pray with each child, thanking God for 
growing with him or her and rejoicing in God for helping us to be patient as we grow and 
learn in him.

Bible Point
God can help us all do 
great things.

Key Verse
“I can do everything 
through him who 
gives me strength” 
(Philippians 4:13).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will ask God 
to help them do great 
things.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Praise Pouches  
(about 10 min.)
Make pouches to remind 
them that God gives them 
strength.

paper plates, stapler, 
hole punch, yarn, 
markers, crayons, CD 
player
Teacher Pack: CD

Down With One Throw!  
(about 10 min.)
Learn the Key Verse, and 
determine “giants” that 
hold them back from 
doing great things for God.

My Bible Fun, colored 
markers, crayons

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

David Defeats Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-50

David Enters Saul’s Court

When David was asked to play the harp to soothe 
Saul’s troubled spirit (1 Samuel 16:23), Saul was 
completely unaware that David was to replace him as 
king. David served Saul faithfully, and Saul liked him 
so much that the king made David one of his armor 
bearers. This exposure to the workings of leading a 
nation was likely a great training experience for David, 
even though Saul had no idea he was training his 
replacement! 

In reading the story of David and Goliath, it may seem 
strange that two armies would occupy hills opposite 
each other and wait for 40 days without attacking. 
However, if either army rushed down its hill and across 
the valley and then tried to rush up the other hill to 
attack, that army would likely suffer tremendous 
casualties. So each army waited for the other to attack 
first. 

In ancient times, when “champions” such as Goliath 
were designated to fight as representatives of their 
armies, the outcome of the entire battle was to rest 
on that one fight. However, the results of that fight 
were thought to be controlled more by the gods of the 
warriors than by the strength or cunning of the warriors 
themselves. Saul apparently wasn’t confident enough 
in his God to face Goliath. Fortunately, David was! 

David’s Faith in God  
Carries the Day  

We tend to think of the “five smooth stones” as pebbles, 
maybe as big around as a quarter. However, each one 
was probably bigger than a baseball. The impact of such 
a stone, which could be slung at a speed of about 100 
miles per hour by someone skilled with a sling, would 
definitely be sufficient to kill a man. 

The mighty Saul, who stood a head taller than the other 
Israelites, was afraid to fight Goliath. But David, who was 

probably only 17 or 18 years old at the time, knew that 
God was with the Israelites and that God would defeat 
Goliath. 

The Jesus Connection

No matter who we are, when Jesus is our friend and 
our lives are devoted to following him, he can do 
exciting things through us. 

When have you done something for God that you 
didn’t feel qualified to do? What great things might 
God be waiting to do through you? Thank God for the 
chances given to you to do great things for God. You 
can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

What’s My Giant?

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Ask: 
 n  How many of you can think of a story or movie that has a giant in it? 
 n  What did the giant look like? 

Say: How many of you knew before you came here today that each one of you has a 
pet giant? That’s right! A big, scary thing you’re afraid of. I know I have one! In fact, I’m 
going to act out what my giant fear is, and you’re going to have to guess what it is!

Act out some type of fear you may have, such as running from a barking dog or being afraid 
of lightning. When children have guessed your fear, take a few moments for children to 
discuss some fears they may have. Then choose volunteers to take turns acting out different 
fears for the rest of the class to guess.

Say: Each one of us has something we’re afraid of that might keep us from giving our 
best to God. Maybe we’re afraid to talk to the new kid at school because we’re afraid 
our old friends will laugh at us. Or maybe we’re afraid of singing a solo in a church 
program. There’s always something that tries to hold us back. But did you know that 
we don’t ever have to be afraid? That’s right—we can give our fears to Jesus, and he 
will make us strong! Our Key Verse tells us exactly what happens when we give our 
fears to God.

Open your Bible to Philippians 4:13, and show kids the verse. Then read aloud: “I can do 
everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). Have kids repeat the 
Key Verse with you several times.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  According to this passage, who can give you strength? 
 n  What does this verse say you can do through Jesus? 

Say: Having faith in Jesus gives us strength. God will always be with us, no matter 
how big our fears may be. Today’s Bible story tells us how God showed little David 
exactly how to face his giant and helped David do the impossible. God is bigger 

What’s My Giant?
Supplies

Bible
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than any giant! As you hear today’s story, we’ll learn that  GOD CAN HELP US 
ALL DO GREAT THINGS.

 2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

The Giant Giant

What You’ll Do 
Show the “David Defeats Goliath” section of the Bible Timeline. Say: The Philistines 
and the Israelites were fighting. And even though the Philistines were huge 
enemies by themselves, they also had a secret weapon on their side—a giant 
named Goliath.

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 17:4-11, and read the passage aloud.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think the Israelites thought about Goliath?
 n  What is something you’re afraid of that seems as big as Goliath to you? 

Set out markers and crayons for kids to share. Have kids turn to the “Giant Fear” activity 
in today’s My Bible Fun pages. Have each child write or draw his or her fear on Goliath’s 
shield. Then have kids form pairs to show their pictures to their partners. Let volunteers 
share their pictures with the rest of the class.

Say: Today we’ll learn about a time David could have been too afraid to do 
something great for God. But God gave David strength, just as our Key Verse says! 
David was a shepherd boy. Not very tall. Not very muscular. He was just a little 
brother to three of the bigger soldiers in this war. Each day, David went back and 
forth from the Israelite army to take care of his father’s sheep in Bethlehem.

Choose one child to stand up front and be Goliath.

Say: Now, one day, David came to check on his brothers and bring them some food 
just as the Israelites were going to the battle line again.

Choose one child to be David, squatting down low to represent how small David was.

Say: David heard Goliath begin to shout again, “Come out! Come out! Wherever 
you are!” Lead “Goliath” in shouting the phrase. No, no, no—Goliath was a giant! That 
means he was bigger and sounded much, much louder than that. Choose another 
child to come up and link arms with the first person. Have both children repeat the 
Goliath shout together.

The Giant Giant
Supplies

Bible
My Bible Fun
markers
crayons
Teacher Pack
Bible Timeline

The Giant Giant 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 10 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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Ask: 
 n  What do you think? Did that sound like a giant? 

Say: I think we’re going to need some more people to make a giant sound like 
Goliath! This guy was huge! Have half the class go over to the Goliath side and link 
arms with the other “giants” there. Lead them in shouting together again. I still don’t 
know. That was pretty close…but I think to experience the full impact of what 
these Israelites were facing, we’re going to need more people to help make the 
giant. Have the rest of the class, except for David, join the Goliath side, linking arms 
together. Lead them in shouting together again.

Now, that’s a giant! As the rest of the Israelites were trembling in fear at the sound 
of this giant’s voice, little David went up to his three brothers and said, “Huh—
what’s all that noise about?” He started talking with some of the Israelites nearby 
who were trembling with fear.

Read aloud 1 Samuel 17:23-27.

Say: David said, “This is just crazy! I’m going to fight Goliath myself.” Have David 
repeat the phrase. Read aloud 1 Samuel 17:33-37.

Ask: 
 n  How would you feel if you were David and had to face this horrible giant?

Say: David set out to fight Goliath. As we read earlier, Goliath had heavy armor 
protecting him, and he carried a sword, a spear, and a javelin. Let’s make a craft to 
help us learn what David chose as his weapon.

The Lord Is My Rock 

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 17:38-40, and read the passage aloud. Then hand each 
child five 1-inch cardboard circles to use as stones. Set out colored markers.

Say: So there David was. No weapons. No armor. Just five stones. But David was 
not afraid because he knew what we are learning in today’s Key Verse.

Lead children in reciting today’s Key Verse with you: “I can do everything through him 
who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). Point to the Key Verse at the top of the 
“Goliath” poster from the Teacher Pack, and show children the Key Verse words. Then 
have children brainstorm a list of “weapons” God gives us to make us strong. Elicit 
words such as faith, prayer, Bible, God, and Jesus. Use a permanent marker to write the 
kids’ ideas on the poster. Then have kids each choose the words they feel help them 
personally to be strong, and let kids write one word on each of their stones. Remind 
children to look at the poster for spelling, and assist any child who is having difficulty.

The Lord Is My Rock
Supplies

Bible
five 1-inch cardboard 
circles per child

colored markers
permanent marker 
scrap paper
Teacher Pack
“Goliath” poster
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Say: God gives us many weapons we can use against great big fears or worries, 
allowing us to do great big things for God!

Ask: 
 n  Who can do great things for God? 
 n  What does it take to do great things for God? 

Have kids repeat the Key Verse together with you: “I can do everything through him 
who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).

Say: David knew that God would help him, no matter what the situation. Bravely, 
David picked up one stone from his pouch, put it in his slingshot and said, “I come 
in the name of the Lord Almighty!” David ran to the battle line and shot the one 
stone from his slingshot, and the stone hit Goliath right between the eyes! Goliath 
fell to the ground with an enormous crash!

Hang the “Goliath” poster on the wall at kids’ eye level. Set out a supply of scrap paper, 
and let kids make paper wads. Place the paper wads in a pile about 3 feet away from 
the poster.

Say: David might have been a little scared to face a giant, but he knew that God 
would give him strength. Let’s play a game to help us remember that God will give 
us strength, too! Let’s pretend that these paper wads are things we’re afraid of.

Have kids form a single-file line in front of the poster. Explain that each child will pick 
up a paper wad, say something he or she is afraid of, and throw the paper wad at the 
picture of Goliath. Then the child will pick up the paper wad just thrown, put it in the 
paper wad pile near the front of the line, and go to the back of the line. Play until each 
child has had one or two chances to throw a paper wad at the poster. Then have kids sit 
down.

Say: God gave David the strength and courage to face Goliath, and David won the 
battle! Just as our Key Verse says, God gives us strength to do things for him. Have 
kids repeat the Key Verse with you: “I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength” (Philippians 4:13).

Now let’s make pouches to keep our stones in as a reminder that God will give us 
strength, just as he did David.
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Praise Pouches 

What You’ll Do 
Give each child a paper plate. Set out markers, crayons, and a hole punch. Show kids 
how to fold the plates in half. Then help each child staple the two halves together to form a 
pouch, leaving an opening at the top. Finally, help each child punch a hole on either side of 
the pouch and attach a 3-foot length of yarn from side to side, creating a strap.

Encourage children to look at the words on the poster and write “I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength” on their pouches. Then let kids decorate their 
pouches. Play “The Strength I Need” (Philippians 4:13) (track 13 on the CD) as children 
work.

When everyone has finished decorating, have children put their straps over their heads 
and shoulders so that the straps run across their chests. Then have children put their 
cardboard stones inside their pouches. Gather the kids.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  When might you need to turn to God when you’re afraid?
 n  How can we show others that God helps us be strong and brave? 

Say: Just as God helped David beat Goliath, he’ll help us with our giant fears, too. 
Remember what you wrote on your stones—those are all weapons that God gives 
us to help us. We can do great things for God, just as David did!

Down With One Throw! 

What You’ll Do 
Set out crayons and colored markers. Have kids turn to the “With God’s Help” activity in 
their My Bible Fun pages.

Say: Today’s Key Verse told us that we could do everything through God. Not just 
one thing, but everything! Think of one thing that you would like to do for God 
someday. Then, on the bottom of the page, draw a picture of yourself doing that 
great thing for God.

Praise Pouches
Supplies

paper plates 
stapler
hole punch
yarn
markers
crayons
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “The 
Strength I Need” 
(Philippians 4:13) 
(track 13)

.

Down With One 
Throw!
Supplies

My Bible Fun
colored markers
crayons
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Give children several minutes to draw. Then have kids form pairs and explain their 
drawings to their partners. Invite several volunteers to share their pictures with the rest of 
the class. Then gather kids in a circle, and lead them in repeating the Key Verse with you: 
“I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).

T4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD CAN HELP US ALL DO GREAT THINGS. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Tell a friend about a time God helped you do something great in your life.
 n  Say a prayer and tell God that you have faith in him. Ask him to do great 

things in your life!
 n  Ask your mom or dad to help you take a plate of cookies to a neighbor, and 

then tell your neighbor about your faith in God!

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Just as God helped David, let’s remember that  GOD CAN HELP US ALL DO 
GREAT THINGS as we follow through on our Daily Challenges.

 

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God can help us all do great things. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Say: Let’s all pray together that God will help us be brave and give us the strength 
to fight all the giants in our lives!

Pray: Dear God, thank you for giving us the strength to do great things for you. 
Help us to turn to you when we’re afraid. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Lesson 11 

Jonathan Warns David  
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Helping Hands  
(about 10 min.)
Form pairs and try to 
complete a task with their 
partners.

paper

2

Bible  
Exploration

Love Me, Love You   
(about 10 min.)
Make a symbol of David 
and Jonathan’s friendship.

Bible, light-colored 
construction paper, 
pencils, scissors, paper 
clips

Saul Tries to Kill David  
(about 10 min.)
Play a game to see how 
Saul treated David.

Bible, sponge, scissors
Cut a sponge into the 
shape of a stone or 
rock.

An Arrow Escape 
(about 10 min.)
Play a game of being 
directed by arrows.

Bible, paper, rubber 
bands

Closer Than a Brother  
(about 10 min.)
Learn the Key Verse, and 
glue paper hands together 
as reminders.

Bible, CD player, paper 
hands from “Love Me, 
Love You,” glue sticks
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Loyal Friends” stickers

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F riendships between first- and second-graders are based primarily on participating 
in the same kinds of activities. There are the children who play on the playground 

equipment together, the children who play games out in the field together, and the 
children who play with toys together. First- and second-graders also tend to choose 
friends who are like them. You’ll find girls befriending other girls, shy children with other 
shy children, and outgoing children with other outgoing children. It isn’t until they are 
a little bit older that these children will start to befriend children with characteristics 
different from their own.

Bible Point
God helps us be loyal 
friends.

Key Verse
“But there is a friend 
who sticks closer 
than a brother” 
(Proverbs 18:24).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will be loyal 
friends even when it’s 
hard.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Be Loyal   
(about 10 min.)
Draw pictures of how to be 
loyal in hard situations.

My Bible Fun, crayons, 
colored pencils

Tear out the Lesson 
11 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book.

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Jonathan Warns David
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

An Unwavering Friendship

Jonathan and David became friends on their first 
meeting. At the time, Jonathan didn’t know that David 
had been anointed king after Saul, when Jonathan 
would have expected to succeed his father. However, 
when Jonathan learned that God had anointed David, 
his feelings for David didn’t change. Jonathan preferred 
losing the throne of Israel to losing David’s friendship. 

As David’s Fame Grows,  
So Does Saul’s Jealousy    

After killing Goliath, David apparently became part of 
Saul’s court, doing whatever Saul asked him to do. And 
he did everything so well that Saul gave him a high rank 
in the army (1 Samuel 18:5). Unfortunately, the people 
began to honor David above Saul, and Saul grew jealous 
(1 Samuel 18:6-9). Twice Saul tried to kill David by 
hurling a spear at him, but David managed to dodge the 
spear (1 Samuel 18:10-11).  

The remainder of 1 Samuel 18 records Saul’s continuing 
efforts to have David killed, but none of his schemes 
worked. Finally, Saul openly told his son and servants 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:1). At this point Jonathan 
demonstrated the depth of his love for David. He warned 
David about his father’s decree and cautioned David to 
go into hiding.

Jonathan’s Loyalty Torn Between 
His Friend and His Father

We have no reason to believe that Saul’s agreement not 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:6) wasn’t sincere. But the evil 
spirit that had been tormenting Saul wasn’t finished. 
Saul again tried to spear David, and David escaped for 
good (1 Samuel 19:9-10). 

As revealed in 1 Samuel 20, Jonathan at first couldn’t 
believe that his father wanted to harm David. When 

Jonathan discovered how fervently Saul wished for 
David’s death, Jonathan was so troubled that he 
couldn’t eat (1 Samuel 20:30-34). The following day 
Jonathan warned David to stay away for his safety. 
David bowed before Jonathan to acknowledge his debt 
to his friend, and they sadly went their separate ways. 
  
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is such a loyal friend that he died on the cross 
for us. 

In what situation might you need to choose loyalty 
over something you desire? God wants us to be true 
to our friends—commit today to stay loyal to your 
friends in ways that honor both God and your friends. 
Pray about your commitment. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Helping Hands

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: Today we’re going to learn about friendships and what it means to be loyal.

Have children form pairs.

Say: I’m going to have you complete certain jobs. But first you must link arms at 
your elbows with your partner. While you’re doing these jobs, you may use only 
your free arm, and you cannot unlink your arm from your partner’s.

Have pairs link arms, and begin giving instructions such as the following.
1. Unlace and retie your shoe or your partner’s shoe.
2. Move a chair to the opposite side of the room.
3. Fold a piece of paper three times.

When children have attempted all three tasks, have them discuss the following 
questions.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like trying to do these jobs with your partner? 
 n  Were you able to complete any of the tasks? Explain how.
 n  What would it have been like if you had to complete the job by yourself with 

only one arm? 

Say: Sometimes we need friends to help us do things. We need friends to stick close 
to us when we are unable to do things on our own. Friends who are always there to 
help us are called loyal friends. Today we’ll learn about two very good friends who 
learned that  GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS even when it’s hard.

Helping Hands
Supplies

paper
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Love Me, Love You

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 18:1-4, and read the passage aloud to the children.

Say: Our story today takes place soon after that. It starts with David and Jonathan 
becoming very good friends. Jonathan was King Saul’s son. The Bible says that 
Jonathan loved David so much that he loved him as much as he loved himself. 
Let’s make something to remind us how loyal Jonathan and David were to each 
other.

Hand out light-colored construction paper, pencils, and scissors. Have each child place 
his or her non-dominant hand facedown on the paper. Instruct children to trace their 
non-dominant hands and carefully cut them out.

Say: These hands will represent you. Write your name on the hand, and think of five 
things that you love about yourself. Then write one of those things on each finger 
of your cutout hand. For example, if you love that you are good at soccer you can 
write “soccer,” or if you love that you are friendly to others you can write “friendly.” 
If you’d rather draw a small picture of you doing that thing or acting that way, you 
may.

When kids have finished writing, have them form pairs. Have partners help each other 
trace their dominant hands and cut out their drawings. Have each child write on the 
hand the name of a best friend and write or draw five things he or she loves about the 
best friend. When children have finished, paper clip the hands together in pairs for use 
later in the lesson.

Then have kids answer the following questions in their pairs. After each question, invite 
partners to share their answers with the rest of the class.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like having to think of things you love about yourself? 
 n  What was it like having to think of things you love about your best friend? 
 n  Who is someone you love as much as you love yourself? 
 n  What does it mean to be loyal? 

Say: David and Jonathan were loyal friends—they stuck together. Let’s see what 
happened to these two loyal friends.

Love Me, Love You
Supplies

Bible
light-colored 
construction paper

pencils
scissors
paper clips
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Saul Tries to Kill David

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 19:1-7, and show the passage to the children.

Say: Even though David worked to serve Saul, Saul started to become jealous of 
David because all the Israelites liked him. Jonathan tried to convince his father not 
to kill David. Saul promised Jonathan that no harm would come to David. But Saul 
had a hard time keeping his promise.

One time while David was playing his harp for Saul, Saul tried to kill David by 
throwing a spear at him. But David escaped and ran home.

Saul continued to chase David and try to kill him, but God protected David. Let’s 
play a game to help us understand how David must have felt.

Have children play a game of Sponge Tag. Hold up your sponge so children can see it.

Say: Let’s pretend this sponge is a stone, like the ones David used to defeat 
Goliath, and play a game with it.

Have children form a circle with everyone facing inward. Then select one child to be 
David. “David” will carry the sponge as he or she walks around the outside of the circle 
and will discreetly drop the sponge behind another child. That child will then become 
Saul and must chase David around the circle. David must get back to the open spot 
before “Saul” tags David with the stone. Once David is safely back in the circle, Saul 
becomes the next David and must drop the sponge behind another child, and the chase 
begins again. Continue playing for several rounds.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How did it feel to be chased around the circle? 
 n  How do you think David felt when Saul was chasing him?
 n  Why did Jonathan tell Saul not to kill David? 

Say: Jonathan was loyal to David. He tried to keep Saul from hurting David. Loyal 
friends try to help and protect each other. Let’s find out what happened next.

Saul Tries to Kill David
Supplies

Bible
sponge
scissors
 
Saul Tries to Kill David 
Easy Prep

Cut a sponge into the 
shape of a stone or 
rock.
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An Arrow Escape

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 20:1-27, and show the passage to the children.

Say: In this last part of our Bible story, Jonathan wanted to find out if King Saul was 
still mad at David. So Jonathan and David came up with a plan. Here’s how the plan 
worked.

Saul was going to hold a big dinner, and he invited both Jonathan and David. 
David was afraid of Saul, so he didn’t go to the dinner. Instead, he hid in a big 
field. Jonathan said that during the dinner, he would watch how King Saul acted. 
If Saul said he missed David at the dinner, they would know that Saul wasn’t mad 
anymore. But if Saul got angry because David wasn’t there, they’d know that Saul 
was still mad at David.

Either way, Jonathan said he’d come back to the field where David was hiding and 
give him a secret sign about what had happened at the dinner. Jonathan would 
shoot three arrows into the field and then send a servant out to retrieve the arrows. 
If Jonathan told the servant, “The arrows are to the side of you,” David would know 
he was safe and could come out.

But if Jonathan said, “The arrows are beyond you,” David would know he was 
in danger and must run away to save his own life. Let’s see how David and 
Jonathan’s plan worked.

Have kids help you make paper wads. Give each child three paper wads. Show kids 
how to place a paper wad in the center of a sheet of paper, gather the paper around the 
wad, and wrap a rubber band around it to form a sort of “birdie.” Kids will pretend that 
these are paper arrows. Have kids pile the paper arrows together.

Then have kids form two groups, the Davids and the Jonathans. Have the Davids move 
to the area you’ve designated as the field.

Say: All of you Davids will pretend to hide in the field, just as David did as he was 
waiting for Jonathan. All of you Jonathans will shoot your arrows into the field 
when I tell you to.

Encourage the Davids to crouch down and pretend to hide in the field. Have the 
Jonathans gather around the paper arrows.

Ask: 
 n  How do you think David felt hiding in the field, waiting for Jonathan to 

return with news? 

An Arrow Escape 
Supplies

Bible
paper
rubber bands
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 n  Do you think Jonathan will remain loyal to David after he talks to his father? 
Why or why not? 

 n  What do you think King Saul will say or do when he sees David isn’t at the 
dinner? 

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 20:28-40, and show kids the passage.

Say: Let’s continue with our Bible story and find out what Saul said. Here’s what 
happened. When King Saul saw that David wasn’t at the dinner, he was really mad! 
He told Jonathan that he was going to try to kill David!

Ask: 
 n  How do you think Jonathan felt when Saul said that about his friend? 
 n  What do you think Jonathan did?

Say: Jonathan went to the field to warn David, just as they had planned. Jonathan 
shot three arrows. Have the Jonathans throw three paper arrows into the field where 
the Davids are hiding. Then Jonathan told his servant, “Isn’t the arrow beyond 
you?” Remember, that was the clue to let David know he would have to run away 
because Saul wanted to kill him.

Have the Davids get up and run to the opposite side of the room. Then have kids switch 
roles and play again. After the game, have kids form pairs with members of the other 
group to answer these questions. After each question, invite partners to share their 
answers with the rest of the class.

Ask: 
 n  How do you think Jonathan felt, knowing that his friend David was going to 

have to leave? 
 n  How do you think David felt leaving his best friend Jonathan?
 n  How would you feel if your best friend had to move away in a hurry? 

Say: Let’s take a look at what David and Jonathan did next.

Read 1 Samuel 20:41-42 aloud.

Ask: 
 n  How did Jonathan show loyalty to David? 

Say: Let’s take a look at our Key Verse for today to find out more about being loyal.
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Closer Than a Brother 

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to Proverbs 18:24, and read the Key Verse aloud: “But there is a friend 
who sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). Have the children repeat the verse 
after you a few times. Then give children their pairs of hands they made earlier.

Say: Our Key Verse means that a close friend can be as close to us as someone in 
our own family. That’s pretty close! Let’s stick these two hands together to show 
that we can stick close to our best friends.

Play “God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) (track 14 on the CD) while children work. Set 
out glue sticks, and let kids glue their paper hands’ blank sides together.

Remove the “Loyal Friends” stickers from the Teacher Pack, and give a sticker to each 
child. Let kids place the stickers somewhere on their paper hands.

Then read the Key Verse aloud again, and have children repeat it after you while they 
hold their paper hands up for everyone to see: “There is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24).

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think it means to “stick closer than a brother”? 
 n  What kind of friends were David and Jonathan?
 n  How can you be loyal to your friends? 

Say: Let’s look at some situations and find out how you can be loyal to your friends.

Closer Than a Brother 
Supplies

Bible
CD player
paper hands from “Love 
Me, Love You” 

glue sticks
Teacher Pack
CD: “God So Loved the 
World” (John 3:16) 
(track 14)

“Loyal Friends” stickers
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Be Loyal

What You’ll Do 
Have kids turn to the “Be Loyal” activity in their My Bible Fun pages. Set out crayons 
and colored pencils for kids to share.

Say: I’m going to read some situations to you. You can draw a picture of how to be 
a loyal friend in each situation.

Your best friend needs your help with his spelling, but another friend has asked you 
to go play at her house. What would a loyal friend do? Draw a quick picture in the 
first box.

Pause as kids draw. Then read the next situation.

Say: The new boy at school is having a party at his house. Everyone except your 
best friend has received an invitation. What would a loyal friend do?

After kids finish drawing, invite volunteers to explain their pictures to the rest of the 
class.

Say: Sometimes it’s hard to be a loyal friend. But when friends are loyal to each 
other, it makes God happy. Our Bible Point tells us that  GOD HELPS US BE 
LOYAL FRIENDS. 

Be Loyal
Supplies

My Bible Fun
crayons
colored pencils

Be Loyal
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 11 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Share your lunch with a friend, and tell that friend you appreciate his or her 

friendship.
 n  Tell each of your friends something you like about them.
 n  Pray and ask God to help you forgive a friend who has hurt your feelings, 

and then tell that friend you forgive him or her!

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will be 
more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say:  GOD HELPS US BE LOYAL FRIENDS. Let’s ask him to help us do that this 
week as we follow through on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God helps us be loyal friends. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Lead children in a prayer asking God to help them to be loyal and thanking him for his 
loyalty.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Lesson 12 

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

Sheep Share  
(about 15 min.)
Make sheep, and learn 
about getting along.

paper plates, cotton balls, 
black construction paper, 
scissors, glue, markers

2

Bible  
Exploration

Nabal Tag   
(about 30 min.)
Play Tag three different 
ways, and experience 
what each Bible character 
might have felt.

Bible, masking tape, 
towels
Teacher Pack: “Abigail 
Shares Food” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster Pack)

Use masking tape, 
cones, or chairs to 
mark off the largest 
playing area your 
room will allow.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Abigail Makes Peace 
1 Samuel 25:1-35

F irst- and second-graders can be very competitive. But they also want everything 
to be fair. If things seem unfair to them, or they can’t win, the situation can be very 

difficult for them to deal with. You can create a strong emotional connection during this 
lesson by keying in on Nabal’s unfair treatment of David. By helping kids make that 
connection, you’ll make the resolution that comes with Abigail’s actions be even more 
powerful and memorable to them.

Bible Point
God wants us to solve 
conflict peacefully.

Key Verse
“Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. Be careful 
to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. If it 
is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone” 
(Romans 12:17-18).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will avoid 
conflict and encourage 
peace.



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

126

Lesson 12

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Gift of Peace   
(about 10 min.)
Make gift boxes as 
reminders of the gifts 
Abigail gave David 
and how they should 
remember to be 
peacemakers.

Bible, My Bible Fun, 
construction paper, glue, 
markers, tape, CD player, 
scissors, ruler
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 
12 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book. Cut out squares 
of construction paper, 
approximately 11/3 
inches, 6 light-
colored squares per 
child. 

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges 
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

Abigail Makes Peace
1 Samuel 25:1-35

David’s Travels

First Samuel 21–24 describes David’s movements as 
he gathered a band of loyal soldiers around him and 
roamed the countryside, seeking to evade capture by 
Saul and his troops. 

David and his men had apparently been in the area of 
Nabal’s home for some time. In those days it was not 
uncommon for bands of raiders to steal livestock from 
men such as Nabal. But instead, David had instructed 
his men not to take anything that didn’t belong to 
them, and David’s band must have also driven off 
raiders who had intended to steal from Nabal. David 
simply asked Nabal for some provisions in return 
for his men’s kind treatment. Common hospitality of 
the day would have dictated that Nabal give food to 
David’s men if he was able to do so. 

Abigail Intervenes Between David 
and Her Husband, Nabal    

Nabal’s rude response set off a natural human 
reaction in David. Fortunately, Nabal’s wife, Abigail, 
was not as foolish as Nabal. She knew she had to 
intervene or many lives would needlessly be lost. She 
took matters into her own hands, bringing to David 
and his men a generous offering of food (1 Samuel 
25:18). She then took the risk of confronting David 
and pointing out to him that taking revenge on Nabal 
would not please the Lord (1 Samuel 25:30-31).

When Nabal Dies, David  
Marries Abigail

It’s interesting to note Abigail’s injection of humor 
to lighten the conflict. She pointed out that Nabal’s 
name, likely a nickname, meant “fool.” Nabal 
embodied an Israelite’s description of a fool: 
insensitive, selfish, and disrespectful. Abigail’s 
diplomatic efforts helped David see that she was right, 

and he praised God for having sent her to stop him 
from reacting hastily. 

When Nabal found out what had happened, he had a 
heart attack and died 10 days later. David must have 
appreciated Abigail’s wisdom and initiative: After 
Nabal died, he took Abigail as his wife!
 
The Jesus Connection

As much as most of us dislike conflict, it’s inevitable. 
But with Jesus at our side, we can handle it in a way 
that honors him: peaceably! 

When have you responded in anger after someone 
insulted you? How could you have handled that 
conflict better? If we trust that God is in control, we 
can respond in gentleness when we’re wronged. Ask 
God to help you resolve a conflict that troubles you. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Sheep Share 

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Have kids form four groups. Give one group cotton balls; one group paper plates; one 
group black construction paper; and one group markers, scissors, and glue. Put each 
group at a different table or area of the room.

Kids will make sheep out of cotton balls, paper plates, and construction paper, but they 
will have to cooperate with one another to get what they need to make their sheep.

Say: Among all the groups, you have all the supplies you need to make sheep. But 
you are going to have to work together to get what you need from the other groups 
to make your sheep. You must send one person from your group to the other 
groups to get the supplies everyone in your group will need.

Have kids work with one another to gather all 
the supplies they need to make their sheep. Help 
children or groups who have difficulty getting the 
correct supplies. Each child needs to have one 
paper plate, enough cotton balls to cover the 
plate, and a sheet of construction paper from 
which they will cut eyes, ears, and legs.

Once children have all the supplies they 
need, have each child cut two circles from the 
construction paper and then cut them in half. Then 
have each child cut two rectangles. Have kids glue 
the rectangles to the edge of their paper plates. 
The rectangles will be the sheep’s legs. After kids 
have attached the rectangles as legs, have them 
glue cotton balls to the paper plates until they’re 
completely covered. Then have each child glue 
two half-circles to be the sheep’s eyes and two 
half-circles to be the sheep’s ears.

Say: When you started this activity, you didn’t have all the supplies you needed to 
make your sheep. You had to work together to get everything you needed.

Sheep Share 
Supplies

paper plates
cotton balls
black construction 
paper

scissors
glue
markers
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like having to find the things you needed for your sheep and 

ask your friends for those items? 
 n  What would’ve happened if you or your friends hadn’t cooperated with one 

another? 

Say: Today we are going to learn about what it means to live at peace with one 
another and to share. We’ll talk about a situation in our Bible story in which 
one man wasn’t willing to share with another man, and because of that, there 
was almost a war. But we’ll see how one woman was able to bring peace to the 
situation. Let’s take a look at what happened and also learn today’s Bible Point: 
 GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT PEACEFULLY.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Nabal Tag

What You’ll Do 
Say: To learn our Bible story this week, we’re going to play a few games. Each 
of the games will be kind of like Tag, but each game will help us understand and 
remember a different part of the Bible story.

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 25:1-35.

Say: Our Bible story begins with a man named Nabal and his wife, Abigail. Have 
one boy and one girl go the center of the playing area. Nabal was a wealthy man with 
lots of sheep and other animals. He was so wealthy that thieves and small armies 
were always looking to get his loot and steal the animals for their own suppers. 
Have two-thirds of the remaining children act as thieves by putting towels below their 
eyes and tying them in back like robbers and then going to the outside of the playing 
area. But David and his men were nearby. They protected Nabal, Abigail, and all of 
Nabal’s property—what heroes! Have the remaining children act like David’s men by 
tucking their towels in the backs of their shirts like capes.

Have the “thieves” try to tag “Nabal” and “Abigail” and make it back outside of the 
playing area before being tagged by “David’s men.” If a thief is tagged, he or she should 
turn the towel into a cape and become one of David’s men. If Nabal or Abigail gets 
tagged, he or she must lie on the floor until one of David’s men tags him or her. Play as 
time allows or until kids find that the thieves really can’t win.

Nabal Tag
Supplies

Bible
masking tape
towels
Teacher Pack
“Abigail Shares Food” 
poster (from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack)

Nabal Tag 
Easy Prep

Use masking tape, 
cones, or chairs to mark 
off the largest playing 
area your room will 
allow.
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Say: David and his men did a great job protecting Nabal and Abigail. They risked 
their own lives to make sure no one hurt Nabal or his family. David and his men got 
hungry from all their hard work. Since they worked so hard to protect Nabal and 
Abigail, they decided to ask Nabal for some food. Have one-third of the kids become 
David’s hungry men by tucking their towels into the fronts of their shirts like bibs and 
going to the far side of your playing area. But Nabal refused to give them anything to 
eat! Can you believe that? After all David had done for Nabal. How rude!

Have the rest of the kids be Nabals by rolling up their towels, tucking them under their 
arms, and going to the middle of the playing area. Have David’s men try to get the 
towels from the Nabals by snatching them out from under their arms. Allow kids to play 
until most of the towels have been snatched or as time allows.

Say: David and his men didn’t get food or drinks from Nabal. So they decided 
to punish Nabal for his mean and selfish attitude. They decided to go to Nabal’s 
house and fight him! Designate one-third of your kids to be David’s fighting men by 
having them roll up their towels, hold them in their hands, and stand on one side of 
the playing area. Nabal kept on with his selfishness. Have one-third of your class 
be Nabals by rolling up their towels, sticking them under their arms, and going to the 
opposite side of the playing area. But Abigail knew better. She knew that she had to 
save her selfish husband from his own bad choices. So Abigail went out to meet 
David and his men. She put on her apron. Have the remaining children tuck their 
towels into the front of their shorts or pants. And Abigail brought gifts and food and 
all sorts of things to David and his men to say sorry for Nabal’s selfishness. David 
forgave Nabal and thanked Abigail for her kindness.

Have children play one more round. This time have David’s men try to get the towels 
from the Nabals. However, if an Abigail tags one of David’s men, that person must freeze 
for the entire game. Keep playing until all of David’s men are frozen or as time allows. 
Gather children in a circle.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like trying to protect Nabal and Abigail? 
 n  How do you think David felt when Nabal wouldn’t give him any food? 
 n  If you were Nabal, what was it like being chased by David’s men?
 n  How did Abigail stop David’s men from hurting Nabal?
 n  What are some ways you think you could avoid conflict?

Say: Our Key Verse today tells us things we can do to avoid conflict. Let’s see what 
it says.
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3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Gift of Peace

What You’ll Do 
Say: Our Key Verse is found in Romans 12:17-18. Open your Bible to the passage and 
read it aloud: “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone” (Romans 12:17-18). Have children repeat it after you a few times.

Ask: 
 n  What do you think it means to “repay evil for evil”? 
 n  How can we live at peace with everyone? 
 n  According to this verse, how should we handle conflict? 

Say: Now that we know that we should handle conflict by being peacemakers, 
let’s make something to help us remember that. When Abigail went to meet David, 
she took many things with her to give him as gifts. We’re going to make a “Gift of 
Peace” to help us remember to be peacemakers, too!

Have children turn to the “Gift of Peace” section of their My Bible Fun pages. Set out 
construction paper squares, scissors, markers, glue, and tape.

Instruct children to cut across the horizontal cut line above the activity. Help kids 
carefully cut out the box pattern on their pages. Then have kids draw on the 
construction paper squares some of the items Abigail took to David—raisins, plants, 
drinks, and bread. Next, show them how to fold and tape their box patterns together to 
form boxes. Have children glue their squares on each side of their boxes.

Play “Holy, Holy, Holy” (track 15 on the CD) while children work.

Say: You can take these “Gift of Peace” boxes home with you as reminders 
of what Abigail did to make peace with David. Remember that you can be a 
peacemaker, too! 

Gift of Peace
Supplies

Bible
My Bible Fun
construction paper
glue
markers
tape
CD player
scissors
ruler
Teacher Pack
CD: “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
(track 15)

Gift of Peace 
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 
12 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book. Cut out squares 
of construction paper, 
approximately 11/3 
inches, 6 light-colored 
squares per child.
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4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT PEACEFULLY. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Share your lunch with a friend at school, and tell him or her that God wants 

us to solve conflict peacefully.
 n  Hug each of your family members, and tell them that God wants us to love 

one another!
 n  Help your mom or dad clean the kitchen one evening—and do it with a 

smile!

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: Let’s remember that  GOD WANTS US TO SOLVE CONFLICT PEACEFULLY 
as we follow through on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God wants us to solve conflict peacefully. Kids can also 
do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their 
families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Pray: Dear Lord, please help us to be peacemakers in every situation. Help us to 
“be careful to do what’s right” and “live at peace with everyone,” just like our Key 
Verse taught us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Lesson 13 

David Spares Saul’s Life  
1 Samuel 26:5-25

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

1

Getting 
Started

What’s Missing?  
(about 10 min.)
Play a game to see if they 
can figure out what’s 
missing in the classroom.

2

Bible  
Exploration

Love Your Enemies   
(about 20 min.)
Discover how David treated 
his enemy, Saul.

Bible, 1 cardboard tube 
per child, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD, 
Bible Timeline, “David 
Spares Saul” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

F irst- and second-graders may not have enemies per se, but they do understand what 
bullies are and that some people are nicer than others. Like all human beings, first- 

and second-graders have the desire to “get even.” Use this lesson to teach kids how to 
forgive others who have been mean to them. Bible Point

God wants us to love 
our enemies.

Key Verse
“But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute 
you” (Matthew 5:44).

Weaving Faith 
Into Life
Children will show love 
to their enemies.
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving  
Faith  

Into Life

Enemy Prayer   
(about 15 min.)
Learn how loving their 
enemies is what God wants 
them to do. 

Bible, My Bible Fun, CD 
player, crayons, one 
copy per child of the 
lyrics page (at the end 
of the lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 
13 pages from each 
My Bible Fun student 
book.

Love Spears 
(about 15 min.)
Make spears as reminders 
that God wants them to love 
their enemies.

1 cardboard tube per 
child, glue sticks, 
markers, construction 
paper, stickers
Teacher Pack: “Heart 
Shapes” punch-outs

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges  
(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge to 
apply God’s Word.

My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at Home  
(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

David Spares Saul’s Life
1 Samuel 26:5-25

David Passes Opportunities  
to Kill Saul 

This passage describes the second time David spared 
Saul’s life; the first is recorded in 1 Samuel 24. David 
and his men were hiding in a cave when Saul came 
into that very cave to relieve himself. Even though his 
men urged David to kill Saul on the spot, David refused. 
In spite of the events in the cave, Saul and his men 
continued to pursue David. 

David and one of his men, Abishai, sneaked into Saul’s 
camp at night, probably in order to spy on Saul’s army. 
Abishai was ready to kill Saul. Abishai’s feelings are 
understandable in light of the fact that Saul had unjustly 
pursued David and his men in an effort to kill them! But 
David again refused to kill God’s anointed king. David 
trusted that Saul would die according to God’s timing. 
David wasn’t about to force God’s hand!

Saul Promises (Again) to Stop 
Trying to Kill David, and Breaks 
His Promise (Again)    

When Saul learned that David had spared his life a 
second time, he promised to abandon his efforts to kill 
David. Saul’s response demonstrated his inner turmoil. 
At many moments such as this, Saul had made similar 
promises but then had hardened his heart and resumed 
his pursuit of David. Even Saul’s final statement to 
David in this passage (1 Samuel 26:25) is simply an 
acknowledgment of fact rather than an expression of 
good will. Saul simply admitted that David was blessed 
by God and would eventually prevail, a response that 
was almost forced upon Saul by David’s generous 
refusal to kill him when he had ample opportunity. 

In the story of Saul and David, we are shown contrasting 
ways of dealing with enemies. Saul pursued and 
deceived, seeking to kill. David consistently showed 
mercy and an unwillingness to harm his enemy. 

The Jesus Connection

Jesus loved even the people who nailed him to the 
cross. As we seek to be like him, we’ll be able to love 
even those who want to harm us! 

How do you feel toward those who make things tough 
for you? Do those feelings please God? With God’s 
love in our hearts, we can love even our enemies. Pray 
for God’s help loving a person who’s hard to even like. 
You can write your prayer here.

 
 

  



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

136

Lesson 13

 GETTING
                STARTED

What’s Missing?

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.

Gather everyone together.

Say: Today we’re going to play a game to see how well you notice things. I’m going 
to ask you to close your eyes. Then I’ll hide something in our room. Then I’ll say, 
“Open your eyes!” You’ll have to look around and try to figure out what’s missing. 
Ready? Close your eyes.

Once you see that everyone has closed his or her eyes, hide some object in your 
classroom. Start with a fairly large object that kids will notice right away.

Say: Open your eyes!

Have kids look around the room and try to guess what’s missing. Play again, this time 
removing something not quite so noticeable. Play several rounds.

Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  How were you able to tell what was missing? 
 n What would have made it easier to tell what was missing? 

Say: In our Bible story today, there were some things of Saul’s that were missing, 
just like things were missing in our game today. We’re going to learn how David had 
an opportunity to kill his enemy, Saul, but didn’t. Once we hear the whole story, we’ll 
also discover that  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Love Your Enemies 

What You’ll Do 
Ask: 
 n  Does anyone know what an enemy is? 

Say: An enemy is someone who goes against you, is mean to you, or tries to hurt 
you in some way. Today we’re going to talk about a man named Saul, who was very 
mean to David. Saul was David’s enemy.

Ask: 
 n  What kinds of things do enemies, or bullies, do? 
 n  Have you ever had a bully be mean to you? How did you feel? 
 n  How do you usually treat people who are mean to you?
 n  How should we treat our enemies?

Say: This Bible story will help us learn how to treat our enemies. Pay special 
attention to how David acts during the story. King Saul was an enemy of David. 
Show children the Bible Timeline, and discuss the previous lessons about King Saul and 
David. Samuel tried to warn the people of Israel not to go against God’s wishes by 
demanding a human king. But God honored the people’s request and chose Saul 
to be anointed as king. Saul turned out not to be a very good king, so God chose 
David to be the new king. Saul wasn’t very happy about that, and he tried for a long 
time to kill David. In today’s Bible story, we’ll learn about a time David could have 
gotten even with Saul. But first, let’s play a game.

Have the class form two groups. Have Group 1 hold on to cardboard tubes to represent 
spears. (Be sure to have enough cardboard tubes for each child in class.)

Say: Group 1, you are to lie on the floor and pretend to be sleeping soldiers. You’ll 
lay your spears next to you. Group 2, you are to quietly sneak up and take the 
spears from Group 1.

Have kids play two rounds so groups can switch roles. Then have kids form pairs, each 
with a member of the other group. Have partners answer the following questions, and 
invite partners to share their answers with the rest of the class.

Ask: 
 n  What was it like sneaking up and taking the spears? 
 n  What was it like finding out that someone had taken your spear? 

Say: What happened in our game is a lot like what happened in today’s Bible story. 
I’ll show you what I mean.

Love Your Enemies 
Supplies

Bible
1 cardboard tube per 
child

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “David and Saul” 
(track 16)

Bible Timeline
“David Spares Saul” 
poster (from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack)



Grades 1 & 2Summer Quarter

138

Lesson 13

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 26:5-25, and show the passage to the kids. Read verses 
5-12 aloud.

Ask: 
 n  How do you think David felt as he was sneaking up on Saul? 
 n  What would you have done if you had been David?
 n  Imagine that you had a chance to get even with a bully at school; what 

would you do? 
 n  How is that like or unlike how David treated Saul? 

Say: In our story, David could have easily killed Saul right then and there with Saul’s 
own spear. Saul was sleeping, and his spear was stuck in the ground next to him. 
But David didn’t kill Saul. Instead, he took Saul’s spear and jug, so Saul would 
know that David had been there but hadn’t killed him. David spared Saul’s life. Let’s 
find out what Saul did when he realized what had happened.

Have kids form two new groups. Group 1 will be David’s group, and Group 2 will be 
Saul’s group. Explain that each group will need to learn the following words to the tune 
of “Frère Jacques” to help tell the rest of the story. Teach Group 1 this verse to the song.

  Are you sleeping, are you sleeping?
Oh, King Saul? Oh, King Saul?
You’ll never know that I was near,
Taking water jug and spear.
Oh, King Saul. Oh, King Saul.

Then teach Group 2 this verse to the song.

  Who’s that calling, who’s that calling?
David, my son? David, my son?
You could have killed me right away.
Instead, I’ll live another day.
David, my son. David, my son.

Say: We’ll listen to the rest of the story on the CD. During the story, the narrator 
will tell you what to do and when to sing your group’s verse. Let’s practice those 
verses one more time.

Lead groups in singing their verses again. Then play “David and Saul” (track 16 on 
the CD), leading groups in singing along with the CD when prompted by the narrator. 
After kids shake hands after the CD segment, lead kids in a round of applause for their 
participation. Then have them sit in a circle on the floor.

Say: Saul admitted that he had been wrong, and David forgave him. David gave 
Saul back his spear and his water jug. Then Saul blessed David, and they both 
went home.

Have kids turn to partners to answer the following questions. After each question, invite 
partners to share their answers with the rest of the class.
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Talk With Kids 
Lead children in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n  Why do you think David spared Saul’s life?
 n  Would you be able to be nice to someone who had been mean to you? Why 

or why not? 
 n  How did David treat Saul? 

Say: Let’s take a look at today’s Key Verse.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Enemy Prayer

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to Matthew 5:44, and read the Key Verse aloud: “But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Have kids 
repeat the verse after you several times.

Say: The Bible says we should love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us. To persecute means to try to hurt someone, just as King Saul was trying to hurt 
David. Let’s learn a song about our Key Verse.

Play “Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) (track 17 on the CD) once or twice for kids to hear. 
Then have kids sing along. (Refer to the copies of the lyrics if necessary.) After the song, 
have kids turn to the “Enemy Prayer” activity in their My Bible Fun pages, and provide 
crayons. In the space provided, have kids draw pictures of what they think a bully (or 
enemy) looks like. Then have kids finish the pictures by drawing themselves interacting 
with the bully in a kind or loving way. Let volunteers show their pictures to the rest of the 
class.

  And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

Enemy Prayer
Supplies

Bible
My Bible Fun
CD player
crayons
one copy per child of 
the lyrics page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Teacher Pack
CD: “Love and Pray” 
(Matthew 5:44) 
(track 17)

Enemy Prayer
Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 13 
pages from each My 
Bible Fun student book.
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This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

“Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) by Rob Biagi. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  How can you love someone who is an enemy or a bully? 
 n  What do you think would happen if you prayed for a bully? 

Say:  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES. Let’s make something to help us 
love our enemies.

Love Spears

What You’ll Do 
Say: I want you to find your cardboard tubes that you used earlier today as pretend 
spears. We’re going to make “love spears” out of them.

Love Spears
Supplies

1 cardboard tube per 
child

glue sticks
markers
construction paper
stickers
Teacher Pack
“Heart Shapes” punch-
outs
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Have kids decorate their cardboard tubes by either 
coloring them with markers or covering them with 
construction paper or stickers.

Remove the “Heart Shapes” punch-outs from 
your Teacher Pack, and give one to each child. 
Then have kids glue the hearts to the ends of the 
cardboard tubes to form spears. The hearts should 
be attached perpendicular to the ends of the 
spears, covering the holes. (See illustration.)

Say: In our lesson today, we learned that David 
spared Saul’s life when he could have used 
Saul’s own spear to kill him. David showed what 
it meant to love his enemy. Take your spear home with you as a reminder that God 
wants you to love your enemies.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s think about how  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their My Bible Fun pages and choose one 
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n  Pray for the bully at your school, asking God to help you love him or her.
 n  Share your lunch with someone at school. Tell him or her that God wants us 

to love everyone.
 n  Use watercolor paints to paint a pretty picture for one of your enemies. 

When you give the picture to this person, say one nice thing about him or 
her.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will 
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the 
same.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask:
 n  What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

Daily Challenges 
Supplies

My Bible Fun
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Say: Just as David did,  GOD WANTS US TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES. Let’s practice 
that this week by following through on our Daily Challenges.

Weaving Faith at Home
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and 
what they learned about how God wants us to love our enemies. Kids can also do the 
activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible Fun pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids. Pray: Dear Lord, please help us to be 
like David in our Bible story today and remember to love our enemies and pray for 
the bullies in our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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! OK
 TO COPY

Lyrics 

Love and Pray (Matthew 5:44) 
And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

This love is surprising.
This love is unique.
This love comes from Jesus.
Let us hear him speak.

And he says,
Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

Love, love, love your enemies.
Love, love, love your enemies.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.
Pray, pray, pray for those who persecute you.

“Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) by Rob Biagi. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.




