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Summer Quarter Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

 
Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

God Helps Gideon Defeat  
the Midianites Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24

u Bible Point 
We can trust God.

Key Verse
“So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your 
God” (Isaiah 41:10).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that they can trust 
God.

S afety, security, and predictability foster trust. While you can’t provide group care that 
mimics the individual care each baby receives at home, you can encourage parents 

to share parts of their routines for you to follow. For example, if a parent allows a baby 
to pick up and hold a wipe at changing time, try to integrate this practice as you change 
that child in the nursery.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Trusting God
Hear a rhyme about 
trusting God.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

God Is With Me 
Do an action rhyme.

Trust Rolls
Play a game of rolling 
from back to tummy.

blanket

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

God Helps Us With Our 
Jobs
Hear about jobs that 
family members have. 

mirror, several toys, basket
Teacher Pack: “Family 
Jobs” teaching picture

Fold the “Family Jobs” 
teaching picture on 
the line as indicated. 
Scatter several toys 
on the floor around 
the story area, and 
have a small mirror 
and a basket nearby.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

My Special Baby
Play with a doll.

doll, basket, blanket

Place a baby doll in a 
basket, and cover it 
with a light blanket. 
Use a doll the children 
have not seen before, 
preferably one from 
your own home.

Pillow-Trust Game
Play a trusting game 
with pillows.

2 pillows

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 
1 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Everybody Has a 
Job
Pretend to do family 
jobs, and act out 
today’s story.

Bible, 1 foam cup per child, 
CD player, trumpet-shaped 
chips or crackers, 2 bowls, 
glue
Teacher Pack: CD, “Gideon’s 
Army Surrounds the 
Midianites” poster (from the 
Big Bible Poster Pack)

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Trusting and 
Jumping
Play a trust game 
with pillows.

2 pillows, low step stool

Taking Care of 
Baby
Put adhesive 
bandages on baby’s 
“boo-boo” and add 
tissues for blankets.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Taking Care 
of Baby” page (at the end of 
the lesson), 1 tissue and 1 
adhesive bandage per child, 
glue sticks

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing 
With Jesus” page (at the end 
of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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God Helps Gideon Defeat 
the Midianites Judges 6:1-16; 7:1-24

Judges Were Called by God 
When Crises Erupted

This lesson begins a section looking at the period of 
the judges. After Joshua died, there was no immediate, 
clear leader of the people of Israel. Instead, God raised 
up different leaders at different times for different tasks, 
and they all received special power from God to do 
what God wanted them to do. These leaders were 
called judges, though they didn’t function primarily as 
arbitrators or administrators of justice. In most cases, 
they were military leaders, called upon to deliver Israel 
from foreign enemies. 

God Calls the Unlikely Gideon 

Gideon’s description of himself might remind us of the 
great King David, who was yet to come. Both were the 
youngest in their families. Gideon did not think of himself 
as a military leader, but God knew what Israel needed. 
Israel didn’t need a leader who would trust in his military 
ability; rather, Israel needed a leader who would humbly 
rely on God for guidance and strength.

God Wins the Battle  
Against the Midianites 

God’s instructions to whittle Gideon’s army to 300 men 
seem absurd. But God wanted the people of Israel to 
see that they were saved by God’s power rather than 
their own military might. We aren’t told why the manner 
of the soldiers’ drinking—either by stooping to drink 
the water directly or cupping it to their mouths—was 
significant. Perhaps it was simply a way to reduce the 
number of men; perhaps it was a method to choose 
those who were most alert. The 300 men who kept their 
heads up may have demonstrated an alertness that was 
lacking in the men who stooped to drink.

It’s astonishing that the Israelites didn’t strike anyone 
with a sword at the beginning of the battle. After raising 
their torches and blowing their trumpets, Gideon and his 
soldiers held their positions while the Midianites turned 
upon one another with their swords (Judges 7:21-22)—
God won the battle for them.
 
The Jesus Connection

When we have a relationship with Jesus, no matter 
what happens to us, we can be sure he’ll be there.
 
Think back on Gideon’s feelings of inadequacy. 
When have you felt that way? How did God help you 
through it? How did that experience help grow your 
faith? Pray that in your inadequacies, God will help 
you lean on your faith and move forward in confident 
trust. You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download 
the 99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common 
children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “God Called Gideon” (track 2) to the tune of “Hush, Little Baby” anytime 
during the lesson. Sing it as a lullaby to calm a fussy baby.

  God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
But Gideon said, “I’m not the right man.” (Shake head no.)
God said, “Gideon, trust in me. (Touch heart.)
I will help you; you will see.” (Point to sky and then to eyes.)

God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
Gideon knew he was the right man. (Nod head yes.)
God said, “Gideon, trust in me.” (Touch heart.)
Gideon trusted and believed. (Hold both arms up toward the sky.)

Sing or listen to “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh 
Playmate” anytime during the lesson. When singing, lay an infant on his or her back. On 
the words “Say, say, oh friend,” roll the baby’s hands one over the other. On the word 
“trust,” place one of baby’s hands over his or her heart, and on “God,” raise the same 
hand toward heaven.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “I Am Growing” 
(track 2)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Trusting God

What You’ll Do 
Hold an infant on your lap facing you for this rhyme.

Say: God helped Gideon and his men win the battle. (Help the baby pat his or her legs 
with each hand alternately, as if marching.)

The trumpets sounded, and the jars broke and rattled. (Put one of baby’s hands to 
his or her mouth, and then make a trumpet sound; clap baby’s hands together.)

Gideon trusted God to show him the way to keep his friends safe. (Fold baby’s 
hands in prayer.)

Gideon trusted God.  WE CAN TRUST GOD, too.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

God Is With Me

What You’ll Do 
Place a baby on his or her back in front of you.

Say: God is with your eyes. (Carefully cover baby’s eyes with both of his or her hands; 
remove hands quickly and say, “Peekaboo!”)

God is with your hands. (Use exaggerated motions to clap baby’s hands together in 
front of him or her.)

God is with your ears; you can hear the Lord’s commands. (Lean over and whisper 
into baby’s ear, “Trust God.”)

God is with your legs. (Move baby’s legs up and down in large movements, as if 
marching.)

God is with your nose. (Cover baby’s nose with one hand, and say “Achoo!” as you 
pretend to sneeze.)

God is with you, baby, from your head down to your toes! (Touch baby’s hair with 
your hand, and then slide your hand down to baby’s toes, tickling gently as you go.)

God is with you, and God is with me.  WE CAN TRUST GOD.
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Trust Rolls 

What You’ll Do 
Lay an infant who has good head and neck control on his or her back in the center of a 
blanket. Gently lift the edges of one side of the blanket to help the baby roll over slowly.

Say: You can trust me to help you do things.  WE CAN TRUST GOD to help us do 
everything he asks us to do.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download 
the 99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common 
children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “God Called Gideon” (track 2) to the tune of “Hush, Little Baby” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, hold a toddler on your lap with his or her back to you. Help the 
toddler do the motions in the parentheses as you sing the song.

  God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
But Gideon said, “I’m not the right man.” (Shake head no.)
God said, “Gideon, trust in me. (Touch heart.)
I will help you; you will see.” (Point to sky and then to eyes.)

God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
Gideon knew he was the right man. (Nod head yes.)

Trust Rolls 
Supplies

blanket

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “I Am Growing” 
(track 2)
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God said, “Gideon, trust in me.” (Touch heart.)
Gideon trusted and believed. (Hold both arms up toward the sky.)

Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Hold a toddler on your knee, facing you. Bounce him or her each time 
you sing the line, “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” place the toddler’s hand over 
his or her heart. For “God,” raise the toddler’s hand toward the sky. On “forevermore,” 
hold both of the toddler’s hands toward the sky.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God Helps Us With Our Jobs 

What You’ll Do 
Stand the teaching picture up next to you.

Say: God asked a man named Gideon to do an important job, but God said he 
would help. Gideon trusted God to help him do his job. We have jobs, too. Mommy 
has a job. Mommy drives the car. Show the teaching picture. Mommy trusts God to 
help her drive safely. Daddy has a job. Daddy feeds the baby. Show the teaching 
picture. Daddy trusts God to help him care for the baby. I have a job for [toddler’s 
name]. Show the toddler his or her face in the mirror. Can you help me pick up these 
toys and put them in the basket? Allow the toddler to help. God helps [toddler’s name] 
do his [or her] job. [Toddler’s name] can trust God. God helps all of us do our jobs. 
 WE CAN TRUST GOD.

God Helps Us With Our 
Jobs 
Supplies

mirror
several toys
basket
Teacher Pack
“Family Jobs” teaching 
picture

God Helps Us With Our 
Jobs 
Easy Prep

Fold the “Family Jobs” 
teaching picture on 
the line as indicated. 
Scatter several toys 
on the floor around the 
story area, and have 
a small mirror and a 
basket nearby. 
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

My Special Baby 

What You’ll Do 
Hand the basket to a toddler.

Say: This is one of my special toys. You can play with my baby. My baby is very 
special to me, and I trust you to take good care of it. We are very special to God, 
and he takes good care of us.  WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Allow each child to take care of the baby, lifting it gently from the basket and cuddling it.

Pillow-Trust Game

What You’ll Do 
Lay two pillows on the floor. Call a toddler over to you.

Say: Let’s play a game with these pillows. I’ll help you fall on my soft pillows. You 
can trust me to help you. I will not let you get hurt.

Encourage the toddler to fall bottom-first onto the pillows as you hold his or her hands.

Say: You trusted me to take care of you.  WE CAN TRUST GOD to take care of us 
always.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

My Special Baby   
Supplies

doll
basket
blanket

My Special Baby 
Easy Prep

Place a baby doll in a 
basket, and cover it 
with a light blanket. 
Use a doll the children 
have not seen before, 
preferably one from 
your own home.

 

Pillow-Trust Game 
Supplies

2 pillows

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download 
the 99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common 
children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “God Called Gideon” (track 2) to the tune of “Hush, Little Baby” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, model the motions, and encourage 2-year-olds to join you.

  God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
But Gideon said, “I’m not the right man.” (Shake head no.)
God said, “Gideon, trust in me. (Touch heart.)
I will help you; you will see.” (Point to sky and then to eyes.)

God called Gideon for his plan. (Touch mouth.)
Gideon knew he was the right man. (Nod head yes.)
God said, “Gideon, trust in me.” (Touch heart.)
Gideon trusted and believed. (Hold both arms up toward the sky.)

Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Group the children in pairs. Let the children hold hands and wiggle 
around on the line “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” have each child place a 
hand over his or her heart. For “God,” have the children raise their hands above their 
heads. On the word “forevermore,” have the children hold hands again and jump up and 
down.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “God Called Gideon” 
(track 2)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Everybody Has a Job 

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to Judges 6 and 7.

Say: We’re going to play a pretending game today. We’re going to pretend to do all kinds 
of jobs. Everyone has a job. God helps people do their jobs.  WE CAN TRUST GOD 
to help us do our job.

Ask: 
 n  What does your Mommy do? When you get a response from a child, let all the 

children stand and pretend to do that job. 

Then say: God helps Mommy [name the job that was mentioned]. Repeat this sequence 
using different family members. Then hold up your Bible.

Say: God gave a man named Gideon a special job. God wanted Gideon to win a big 
battle with only a few men to help him. Gideon trusted God to help him do his job. God 
gave Gideon an idea. Gideon told his men to blow trumpets and break jars to make 
lots of noise to frighten their enemies. Let’s pretend we are with Gideon. It’s dark, and 
the enemies are sleeping. Give each child a foam cup. When you hear Gideon’s trumpet, 
make a trumpet sound and crunch your cup to make noise.

Play “Gideon’s Trumpet” (track 3) from the CD.

Say: The people thought a giant army was coming into their camp, and they were so 
scared that they just gave up! Gideon and his little group of friends won the battle 
because they trusted God’s “noisy” plan. Who else can trust God? Walk around the group 
collecting the crushed cups. As you approach each child, say: [Child’s name] can trust God.

Have the kids sit down and form a circle. Place the “Gideon’s Army Surrounds the Midianites” 
poster in the middle of the circle.

Say: On this poster is Gideon and his army. Point out Gideon’s army to the kids. 
Gideon’s army wasn’t very big. Put a small handful of trumpet-shaped snacks in a 
bowl. But the bad army, the Midianites, had lots of people. Pour a large amount 
of trumpet-shaped snacks into another bowl. There were lots more bad guys 
than good guys. It didn’t look like Gideon would stand a chance! But God gave 
Gideon and his army noisy trumpets and fiery torches (point to the trumpets 
and torches on the poster), and they won the battle because they trusted God. 
 WE CAN TRUST GOD, too! Let’s pretend these snacks are trumpets and glue 
the trumpets in the hands of the men. Give each child a trumpet-shaped chip or 
cracker, and assist children in gluing the snacks onto the poster.

Everybody Has a Job 
Supplies

Bible
1 foam cup per child
CD player
trumpet-shaped chips 
or crackers

2 bowls
glue
Teacher Pack
CD: “Gideon’s Trumpet” 
(track 3)

“Gideon’s Army 
Surrounds the 
Midianites” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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Pray: Thank you, God, that we can trust you! In Jesus’ name, amen.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Trusting and Jumping 

What You’ll Do 
Place two pillows on the floor and a low step stool nearby.

Say: Let’s play a jumping game. I’m going to help you jump off this stool and land on 
the pillows. I will hold your hand and help you jump. You can trust me not to let you get 
hurt.

Let the twos take turns jumping from the stool to the pillows. Hold each child’s hand as he 
or she jumps.

Say: You trusted me to keep you safe.  WE CAN TRUST GOD to keep us safe, just 
as Gideon trusted God in our Bible story. 

Taking Care of Baby  

What You’ll Do 
Ask: 
 n  Who do you trust to take care of you when you’re hurt?
 n  Who do you trust to take care of you when you’re cold?

Give each child a copy of the handout.

Say: Let’s pretend this baby is cold and has a boo-boo. Our babies trust us to take 
care of them. Let’s give each baby a bandage to help the baby feel better. Help the 
twos stick the bandages to their pictures.

You’ve taken care of your baby’s boo-boo. Now we need to get our babies warm. 
Encourage each child to apply glue under the baby’s chin and stick the tissue on like a 
blanket.

God gave you people to take care of you like you took care of the baby in the 
picture. God helps us with everything we need.  WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Trusting and Jumping 
Supplies

2 pillows
low step stool

Taking Care of Baby  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Taking Care of Baby” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

1 tissue and 1 adhesive 
bandage per child

glue sticks

Taking Care of Baby 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)



Lesson 1 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

18

! OK
 TO COPY

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

FPO new photo to 
come

Little Rituals

Safety, security, and 
predictability foster 
trust. To build continuity 
between home and your 
church nursery, share 
some of your family’s 
loving routines with the 
church workers. Some 
of your little rituals may 
be used to comfort your 
child during his or her 
nursery stay.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Help your child jump into your arms from a low step stool or from a bed. Remind your child that 

he or she can trust you to catch him or her, just as we can trust God to help us.
  n  Say this simply rhyming prayer with your child: “Help me, God, to trust in you in everything I say 

and do.”

INFANT 

God Is With Me

Place your baby on his or 
her back in front of you.
Say: God is with your 

eyes. (Cover baby’s eyes 
with his or her hands; 
remove hands quickly 
and say, “Peekaboo!”)

God is with your hands. 
(Clap baby’s hands 
together in front of him 
or her.)

God is with your ears; 
you can hear the Lord’s 
commands. (Whisper 
into baby’s ear, “Trust 
God.”)

God is with your legs. 
(Move baby’s legs up and 
down as if marching.)

God is with you, baby, 
from your head down to 
your toes! (Touch baby’s 
hair; then slide your hand 
down to baby’s toes.) 

TODDLER

Pillow-Trust Game

Lay two pillows on the 
floor. Call your toddler 
over to you.

Say: Let’s play a game 
with these pillows. I’ll 
help you fall on my soft 
pillows. You can trust me 
to help you. I will not let 
you get hurt.

Encourage your toddler to 
fall bottom-first onto the 
pillows as you hold his or 
her hands.

Say: You trusted me to 
take care of you. We can 
trust God to take care of 
us always.

2-YEAR-OLD

Taking Care of 
Baby

Hand your child a baby 
doll.

Say: Let’s pretend this 
baby is cold and has a 
boo-boo. Baby trusts us 
to take care of it. Let’s 
give baby a bandage to 
help baby feel better. 
Help your child stick the 
bandage to the doll.

You’ve taken care of 
your baby’s boo-boo. 
Now we need to get 
baby warm. Encourage 
your child to wrap a 
blanket around the doll.

God gave you people to 
take care of you like you 
took care of baby. God 
helps us with everything 
we need. We can trust 
God.

Y our child learned we can trust God (from Judges 6 and 7). Your child participated in 
one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to 

help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.
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Taking Care of Baby
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 TO COPY
Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 2 

Samson Receives Strength  
From God Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30

u Bible Point 
God gives good gifts.

Key Verse
“So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your 
God” (Isaiah 41:10).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will learn that 
God gives them abilities 
that they can use to 
help others.

A s babies’ and toddlers’ gross motor skills develop, they begin to feel more powerful. 
No longer content to “bloom where they’re planted,” toddlers delight in exploring 

the world on their own. Use this lesson to help babies and toddlers credit their newly 
acquired skills to the loving God who gave them good gifts, including physical strength. 
Your guidance will lay the foundation for a lifetime of gratitude and service.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Make a Muscle
Hear the story of 
Samson, and touch his 
bulging muscles.

cereal box, glue, scissors, 
tennis ball
Teacher Pack: “Mighty 
Samson” teaching picture

Glue the “Mighty 
Samson” teaching 
picture onto an empty 
cereal box, cutting away 
the area indicated by 
cut lines. Insert a tennis 
ball into the empty area 
to replace Samson’s 
muscle.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Strong Samson, Strong 
Hear an action rhyme, 
and move their “mighty 
muscles.”

Mirror-aculous Gift
Look into a gift box to 
see God’s precious gift.

shoe box, gift wrap, tape, 
mirror, scissors

Tape a small mirror 
inside a shoe box, and 
gift-wrap the box and 
lid separately. Place the 
lid on the box.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 2 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

All Fall Down
Hear the story of 
Samson, and use 
the Samson picture 
to topple an enemy 
army.

cereal box, glue, 
scissors, tennis ball, 
blocks
Teacher Pack: “Mighty 
Samson” teaching 
picture

Glue the “Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture onto an 
empty cereal box, cutting 
away the area indicated by 
cut lines. Insert a tennis ball 
into the empty area to replace 
Samson’s muscle.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

God’s Good Gifts 
Create pictures to 
remind them that 
families are gifts 
from God.

crayons, scissors, gift 
wrap, glue sticks, My 
Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “God’s 
Good Gifts” page (at the 
end of the lesson), tape

Remove the Lesson 2 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book. Cut out one 
small square of gift wrap for 
each child.

Uplifting Strength
Lift a “barbell” over 
their heads like 
strong Samson could 
have done.

yardstick, masking tape, 
newsprint

Wrap two large balls of 
crumpled newsprint with 
masking tape, and then tape 
each ball to one end of a 
yardstick to make a “barbell.”

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Blown Away
Hear the story of 
Samson, and help 
blow the enemy 
away.

cereal box, glue stick, 
scissors, tennis ball, 
marker, several lunch 
sacks, brown or black 
yarn
Teacher Pack: 
“Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture, 
“Samson” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Glue the “Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture onto an 
empty cereal box, cutting 
away the area indicated by 
cut lines. Insert a tennis ball 
into the empty area to replace 
Samson’s muscle. Draw sad 
faces on several lunch sacks, 
and open the sacks. Cut 
enough 5- to 6-inch strands of 
brown or black yarn for each 
2-year-old to have at least one 
strand, and then set aside the 
poster and the yarn for use in 
this activity.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

I Can
Play a game to 
discover what they 
can do for God.

Leveraged 
Takeover
Lift stuffed toys with 
a fulcrum.

yardstick, block, 2 or 
3 stuffed toys

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles 
or 1 copy per child 
of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 2 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Samson Receives Strength From God
Judges 15:9-16; 16:4-30

The Nazarite Vow

Before he was born, Samson was set apart to live the 
life of a Nazarite (Judges 13:2-7). A Nazarite abstained 
from wine, never used a razor, and avoided contact 
with any dead body.

Even though Samson was declared a Nazarite, he 
likely adhered only to the second of these practices. In 
fact, an examination of his life as described in Judges 
14–16 reveals that he was not a particularly religious 
or even morally upright person. Even so, God selected 
him and used him mightily in delivering Israel from the 
Philistines. 

Samson’s Great Victories  
and Failures 

In spite of his great victories for Israel, Samson is 
especially known for his failure. He could have led 
Israel to a position of great strength. He could have 
led people back to God. He could have wiped out the 
Philistines, preventing them from ever bothering Israel 
again. Instead, he confided in the foreign woman whom 
he apparently loved, but who was set on his destruction. 
Even so, the New Testament doesn’t remember Samson 
as a failure. In Hebrews he is listed among those who 
faithfully served God (Hebrews 11:32). 

In spite of his failings, Samson had kept his vow to 
keep his hair long. When he told Delilah the secret of his 
strength and his hair was cut, everyone could see that 
God was no longer working in Samson’s life.

Samson, Humiliated by 
Philistines, Is Redeemed  

The temple in which Samson was mocked was not 
only a temple to the god Dagon, but it was also an 
entertainment center. Thousands crowded into the 
temple to see Samson in disgrace. They even gathered 

on the roof to see the spectacle below. Archaeological 
evidence has revealed that one type of ancient temple 
was supported by two central wood pillars on marble 
bases. His strength renewed by God, Samson was able 
to push those pillars off their bases, thereby collapsing 
the whole roof and killing everyone under and on top of it.
 
The Jesus Connection

It’s great to have a friend in Jesus! When we mess up, 
he’s always there to forgive us. 

Samson had unbelievable strength that he started 
out using for God. But then he messed up—big time! 
When have you felt you’ve really messed up? How 
has that failure affected your serving God? Talk to 
God about that. You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “I Wanna Shout!” (track 4) to the tune of “John Jacob Jingleheimer 
Schmidt” anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with infants. As you 
sing, point the baby’s hands toward him or her on the word “me.” Place his or her hands 
by the mouth when you sing “shout,” and raise baby’s arms up high on “hooray.”

  God gave some special gifts to me. (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Watch and you’ll see! (Make “binoculars” over eyes.)
Oh, when I think about (point to temple)
My gifts I wanna shout, (cup hands around mouth)
“Hooray! Our God gave these gifts to me!” (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Tra-la-la-la-la-la-la-la!
(Repeat.)

Sing or listen to “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh, 
Playmate” anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with infants. When 
singing, lay an infant on his or her back. On the words “Say, say, oh friend,” roll the 
baby’s hands one over the other. On “trust,” place one of baby’s hands over his or her 
heart, and on “God,” raise the same hand toward heaven.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “I Wanna Shout!” 
(track 4)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Make a Muscle   

What You’ll Do 
Say: God gave Samson a gift of strong muscles. Help a baby touch the “muscle” on 
the Samson picture. Samson used his gift of strong muscles to help God’s people. 
Let’s see your strong muscles! You are a strong baby! Someday you will use your 
muscles to serve God, too.  GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS. Thank you, God, for the 
good gifts you give us.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Strong Samson, Strong

What You’ll Do 
Do this action rhyme with a baby:

Say: Samson’s gift of might (cup baby’s hands as if he or she is holding a gift)
Helped him win a fight. (Lift baby’s hands over his or her head, and cheer.)
The enemy ran away. (Gently pedal baby’s feet.)
What a happy day! (Help baby clap his or her hands.) 
Strong Samson, strong. (Help baby make a muscle with his or her arm.)

 GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS! 

Mirror-aculous Gift

What You’ll Do 
Show the box with the mirror inside to a baby.

Say: Let me show you a special gift. Let the baby remove the lid and look at his or 
her reflection. Who’s that? [Baby’s name] is one of God’s good gifts.  GOD GIVES 
GOOD GIFTS.

Make a Muscle
Supplies

cereal box
glue
scissors
tennis ball
Teacher Pack
“Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture

Make a Muscle 
Easy Prep

Glue the “Mighty 
Samson” teaching 
picture onto an empty 
cereal box, cutting away 
the area indicated by 
cut lines. Insert a tennis 
ball into the empty area 
to replace Samson’s 
muscle.

Mirror-aculous Gift 
Supplies

shoe box
gift wrap
tape
mirror
scissors

Mirror-aculous Gift 
Easy Prep

Tape a small mirror 
inside a shoe box, and 
gift-wrap the box and 
lid separately. Place the 
lid on the box. 
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “I Wanna Shout!” (track 4) to the tune of “John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt” 
anytime during the lesson. As you sing, help toddlers do the hand motions suggested 
in the parentheses. Repeat the song several times, and help toddlers move their hands 
and arms.

  God gave some special gifts to me. (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Watch and you’ll see! (Make “binoculars” over eyes.)
Oh, when I think about (point to temple)
My gifts I wanna shout, (cup hands around mouth)
“Hooray! Our God gave these gifts to me!” (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Tra-la-la-la-la-la-la-la!
(Repeat.)

Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Hold a toddler on your knee, facing you. Bounce him or her each time 
you sing, “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” place the toddler’s hand over his or 
her heart. For “God,” raise the toddler’s hand toward the sky. On “forevermore,” hold 
both of the toddler’s hands toward the sky.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 2 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “I Wanna Shout!” 
(track 4)



Lesson 2 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

28

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

All Fall Down 

What You’ll Do 
Set the Samson picture on a table.

Say: Samson was a mighty man. God gave him a good gift of strength. Can you 
show me your strong muscles? 

Samson used his strength to protect God’s people from enemies. Here are some 
enemies of God. Stack two or three blocks to create the enemies. The bad men 
wanted to stop Samson, but God made Samson stand strong. Move the Samson 
picture on the box to topple the blocks. Samson used his good gift to keep God’s 
people safe. God gives you good gifts to help others, too! Stack the blocks again, 
and let toddlers take turns moving Samson to topple the enemies.  GOD GIVES 
GOOD GIFTS.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

God’s Good Gifts 

What You’ll Do 
Give each child a copy of the “God’s Good Gifts” handout, and set out crayons. Have 
children each draw a picture of their family on the front of the gift picture. Then use a 
single piece of tape to attach the top of a gift-wrap square over each child’s picture. 
Show children how to lift the gift-wrap square to see God’s special gift.

Say: What a special gift!  GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS.

All Fall Down 
Supplies

cereal box
glue
scissors
tennis ball
blocks
Teacher Pack
“Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture

All Fall Down 
Easy Prep

Glue the “Mighty 
Samson” teaching picture 
onto an empty cereal box, 
cutting away the area 
indicated by cut lines. 
Insert a tennis ball into 
the empty area to replace 
Samson’s muscle.

God’s Good Gifts 
Supplies

crayons
scissors
gift wrap
glue sticks
My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“God’s Good Gifts” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

tape

God’s Good Gifts 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 2 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book. Cut out one small 
square of gift wrap for 
each child.
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Uplifting Strength 

What You’ll Do 
Let the toddlers take turns pretending to be as strong as Samson and lifting the barbell 
over their heads.

Say: God gave Samson the gift of strength. God gives you strength and other good 
gifts, too.  GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Uplifting Strength 
Supplies

yardstick
masking tape
newsprint

Uplifting Strength   
Easy Prep

Wrap two large balls 
of crumpled newsprint 
with masking tape, and 
then tape each ball to 
one end of a yardstick 
to make a “barbell.” 
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 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “I Wanna Shout” (track 4) to the tune of “John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt” 
anytime during the lesson. Before you sing, show the children how to do the suggested 
motions in the parentheses.

  God gave some special gifts to me. (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Watch and you’ll see! (Make “binoculars” over eyes.)
Oh, when I think about (point to temple)
My gifts I wanna shout, (cup hands around mouth)
“Hooray! Our God gave these gifts to me!” (Pretend to hold a gift.)
Tra-la-la-la-la-la-la-la!
(Repeat.)

Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Group the children in pairs. Let the children hold hands and wiggle 
around on the line “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” have each child place a 
hand over his or her heart. For “God,” have the children raise their hands above their 
heads. On “forevermore,” have the children hold hands again and jump up and down.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “I Wanna Shout!” 
(track 4)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Blown Away 

What You’ll Do 
Gather the children, and show them the picture of Samson.

Say: God gave Samson a good gift. God made Samson a very strong man. Samson 
protected God’s people. Bad people got angry with Samson and wanted to take 
him away. Have the children pretend that the lunch sacks are the bad people. Have 
them stand the sacks up all around Samson.

But strong Samson chased the bad people away. Show the children how to blow on the 
sacks and knock them over. All the enemies were gone. Samson got rid of them as easily 
as you did. Samson used his gift to protect God’s people from their enemies. Gather the 
children around you, and have them sit in a circle. Place the “Samson” poster in the middle of 
the circle. Hand each child one or two strands of yarn.

God gave Samson a great gift of strength. God promised Samson that he would be 
strong for his whole life if he never, ever cut his hair. Since Samson didn’t cut his hair, it 
grew and grew and grew! Let’s glue this yarn onto the picture of Samson so he’ll have 
really long hair.

Use a glue stick around Samson’s head, and then help the children stick their yarn strands 
onto the wet glue.

Say: Look how long Samson’s hair is now. He must be really, really strong. God 
gave Samson a good gift. God gave you good gifts, too. What are you good at? 
Point out how each child’s gifts are from God.  GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS.

Blown Away 
Supplies

cereal box
glue stick
scissors
tennis ball
marker
several lunch sacks
brown or black yarn
Teacher Pack
“Mighty Samson” 
teaching picture

“Samson” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster 
Pack)

Blown Away 
Easy Prep

Glue the “Mighty 
Samson” teaching 
picture onto an empty 
cereal box, cutting away 
the area indicated by 
cut lines. Insert a tennis 
ball into the empty area 
to replace Samson’s 
muscle. Draw sad faces 
on several lunch sacks, 
and open the sacks. 
Cut enough 5- to 6-inch 
strands of brown or black 
yarn for each 2-year-
old to have at least one 
strand, and then set 
aside the poster and 
the yarn for use in this 
activity.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

I Can

What You’ll Do 
Gather the children in a circle.

Say: Let’s play a game called I Can. I will say a sentence like “I can sweep the 
floor.” Your job is to act out whatever I say. 

Say the following sentences, and act out motions for the children to imitate. If a child 
has an idea for an “I can,” lead the group in acting out the idea.

 n  I can dust the table.
 n  I can hug a friend.
 n  I can say, “I love you.”
 n  I can pick up toys.

Have the group sit down.

Say: You all have many things you can do. God gave you good gifts. You can use 
your “I cans” to serve God.  GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS to us all.

Leveraged Takeover 

What You’ll Do 
Show the children how to make a simple fulcrum with a yardstick and a building block. 
Show them how easy it is to lift stuffed toys with the fulcrum. Let the children take turns 
lifting the toys as you say this verse:

Say: Samson was strong, and so am I.
I can lift this toy up high!
Samson used his gifts; I can, too!
I’ll serve God in all I do. 

 GOD GIVES GOOD GIFTS. Thank you, God, for [name each child]’s good gifts! 

Leveraged Takeover 
Supplies

yardstick
block
2 or 3 stuffed toys
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 2 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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    HOME  
CONNECT®

Growing With Jesus

! OK
 TO COPY

Y      our child learned God gives good gifts (from Judges 15 and 16). Your child 
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with 

your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

INFANT 

Strong Samson, 
Strong

Do this action rhyme with 
your baby:
Samson’s gift of might 

(cup baby’s hands as if 
he or she is holding a 
gift)

Helped him win a fight. 
(Lift baby’s hands over 
his or her head, and 
cheer.)

The enemy ran away. 
(Gently pedal baby’s 
feet.)

What a happy day! (Help 
baby clap his or her 
hands.)

Strong Samson, strong. 
(Help baby make a 
muscle with his or her 
arm.)

TODDLER

Uplifting Strength 

Wrap two large balls of 
crumpled newsprint with 
masking tape, and tape 
each ball to one end of 
a yardstick to make a 
“barbell.” Let your toddler 
pretend to be as strong as 
Samson and lift the barbell 
over his or her head.

Say: God gave Samson 
the gift of strength. God 
gives you strength and 
other good gifts, too. 
God gives good gifts.

2-YEAR-OLD

I Can 

Play a game called I Can 
with your child. You’ll say 
a sentence like “I can 
sweep the floor,” and your 
2-year-old will act out 
whatever you say. Say the 
following sentences, and 
act out motions for your 
child to imitate.

Say: 
 n  I can dust the table.
 n  I can hug my mom 

[dad].
 n  I can say, “I love 

you.”
 n  I can pick up toys.

You have many things 
you can do. God gave 
you good gifts. You can 
use your “I cans” to 
serve God. 

Balanced 
Discipline

As children mature, they 
will learn how to use 
gifts to effect change. 
We can see this skill in 
process as children try 
to change our minds 
by smiling at us while 
doing the precise things 
they have just been 
corrected for. Seek 
to respond to these 
challenges by affirming 
your child’s uniqueness 
while holding firm on 
the issue. For example, 
as you remove your 
child from the situation, 
say, “You have a 
beautiful smile, and 
that’s still a no-no.” 
Affirming a gift as you 
offer correction will help 
keep your discipline 
balanced.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Place a gift bow on the bathroom mirror. During the week pick up your child, show his or her 

reflection under the bow, and say, “You’re God’s gift to me!”
  n  Identify some of God’s good gifts by placing gift bows on them.
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Lesson 3 

Ruth Is Faithful 
Ruth 1:1-22

u Bible Point 
God wants you to love 
your friends.

Key Verse
“So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your 
God” (Isaiah 41:10).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will learn 
to show love to their 
friends.

T he first step for children in building friendships is known as parallel play. In 
parallel play, children play side by side without true interaction. Children in your 

nursery will still be in this stage, but that doesn’t mean that they won’t interact with 
your encouragement. Place babies face to face, and allow them to touch each other 
gently under your supervision. Hold two toddlers on your lap at the same time. Play 
passing games with twos. Call classmates friends. These are the “baby steps” to rich 
relationships. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise 
songs.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Friends Share
Move a blanket 
between the friends in 
the picture.

4 Velcro self-stick circles, 
one 3-inch felt square
Teacher Pack: “Friends” 
figures

Attach the gripper part of 
a Velcro self-stick circle 
to one hand of each 
person in the “Friends” 
figures picture. Do not 
cut the figures apart.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Toy Squeak 
Share a squeaking 
toy in playtime.

squeaking toy

Make a Friend 
Happy
Gently bounce to the 
rhythm of a poem. 

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing 
With Jesus” page (at the end 
of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

2

Bible 
Exploration

Friends Who Shared
Learn how Ruth and 
Naomi shared on the 
walk home.

Bible, rubber band, bottle 
of water, 1 cup per child, 
4 Velcro self-stick circles, 
one 3-inch felt square
Teacher Pack: “Friends” 
figures

Attach the gripper part of a 
Velcro self-stick circle to one 
hand of each person in the 
“Friends” figures picture. Do 
not cut the figures apart. Roll 
up a 3x3-inch felt square, 
and twist a rubber band 
around the top, leaving a 
portion of the rubber band to 
resemble a handle.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

A Journey of Love
Take a walk, and 
share pretend food 
and water.

water bottle, plastic bowl, 
roll of masking tape

Use masking tape to mark 
a path on the floor from one 
end of the room to the other 
or around the perimeter.

Food for Sharing
Prepare Ruth and 
Naomi’s food.

wheat cereal squares, 
glue, My Bible Snuggles 
or 1 copy per child of the 
“Food for Sharing” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Heart of Love
Think of ways to love 
friends.

Bible, poster putty, 4 
Velcro self-stick circles, 
scissors, one 3x3-inch 
felt square
Teacher Pack: 
“Friends” figures

Attach the gripper part of 
a Velcro self-stick circle 
to one hand of each 
person in the “Friends” 
figures picture. Do not 
cut the figures apart. Cut 
two heart shapes from a 
3x3-inch felt square. Use 
poster putty to attach the 
picture to the wall at a 
2-year-old’s eye level.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Happy Faces and 
Smiles
Pass stickers to 
friends.

3 or 4 circle stickers per 
child, pen

Draw smiley faces on three 
or four circle stickers per 
child.

Grain Sharing
Prepare a special 
breakfast to share.

1 instant oatmeal 
packet and 1 resealable 
plastic bag per child, 
spoon, cinnamon, sugar, 
tape

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Ruth Is Faithful
Ruth 1:1-22

Naomi Loses Her Husband  
and Sons

With her husband and sons dead, Naomi was in a bad 
situation. In that day, widows were often ignored or 
mistreated and were nearly always poor. Naomi had 
no male relatives in Moab to take care of her, so after 
she heard that the famine in Israel was over, she must 
have decided that her chances were better there. This 
journey must have been prompted by desperation, 
because Israel and Moab were bitter enemies. The 
Moabites had refused Israel passage through their land 
during the exodus from Egypt. In addition, Moab was 
one of Israel’s oppressors during this time.

Naomi’s insistence that Orpah and Ruth remain in 
Moab was extremely selfless. After all, she could have 
used their help. She was not a young woman, and she 
was setting out on what was likely a difficult journey 
through rugged terrain around the southern end of the 
Dead Sea. 

But she knew that it would be easier for them if they 
stayed in their homeland. The chances were good that 
Ruth and Orpah would be treated as outcasts in Israel. 

Ruth Refuses to Abandon  
Her Mother-in-Law 

When Naomi first told her daughters-in-law to return to 
their families, Orpah refused (Ruth 1:10). When Naomi 
insisted, however, Orpah agreed to turn back (Ruth 
1:11-14). Ruth, on the other hand, persisted, perhaps 
because she had put her faith in the God of Israel (Ruth 
1:16-17; 2:12). 

Naomi’s bitterness (Ruth 1:13, 20-21) no doubt grew 
out of the severe hardships she had faced. At that point 
in her life, she had apparently not realized the power 
and provision of the God she served. But God took 
care of her anyway! This story of friendship and loyalty 
is especially heartwarming when it is considered in the 

context of the times, when killing, immoral living, and 
the rejection of everything right was the norm. Ruth 
demonstrated true love and friendship to Naomi at a 
time Naomi desperately needed them.
 
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is a faithful friend to us, and he’s pleased 
when we seek to be like him by being faithful to our 
friends—and loving them no matter what. 

When have you been tempted to abandon a friendship 
for your own advantage? Reread Ruth 1:16-17. Have 
you ever had a friend like that? Ask God to help you 
live out that kind of loyalty in your friendships. You can 
write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with infants. When singing, lay an 
infant on his or her back. On the words “Say, say, oh friend,” roll the baby’s hands one 
over the other. On the word “trust,” place one of baby’s hands over his or her heart, and 
on “God,” raise the same hand toward heaven.

  Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing “This Is the Way” (not on CD) to the tune of “Mulberry Bush” anytime during the 
lesson. Sing while gently rocking baby to the rhythm of the song. Pat baby’s back when 
you sing the words, “I pat my friends,” and hug baby during the verse about hugging 
friends. Be sure to smile as you sing the word “love.”

  This is the way I sing with my friends, sing with my friends, sing with my 
friends. (Clasp hands under chin.)

This is the way I sing with my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I pat my friends, pat my friends, pat my friends. (Pat friends.)
This is the way I pat my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I hug my friends, hug my friends, hug my friends. (Hug friends.)
This is the way I hug my friends and show that I love them.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Friends Share 

What You’ll Do 
Place the teaching picture on the floor in front of you. Hold an infant so he or she can 
see the picture.

Say: Here are two friends. Let’s help them share a blanket. Guide baby in moving 
the felt square “blanket” from one person’s hand to the other. The felt will adhere to the 
Velcro. It makes God happy when friends share. The Bible tells us about two friends 
named Ruth and Naomi. They loved each other very much.  GOD WANTS YOU 
TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Toy Squeak 

What You’ll Do 
Hold a squeaking toy in your hand.

Say: I have a toy to share with you. Squeak the toy near your face, and laugh at the 
sound. Then gently touch baby’s tummy with the toy. Now you have the squeaking 
toy. Would you share it with me? Return the toy to the position near your face, squeak 
it, and then laugh. Repeat this, laughing and smiling as an encouragement for baby 
to laugh with you. You are learning to share. You are learning to be a good friend. 
 GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS. I love you! Hug baby.

Friends Share
Supplies

4 Velcro self-stick 
circles

one 3-inch felt square
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

Friends Share 
Easy Prep

Attach the gripper part 
of a Velcro self-stick 
circle to one hand of 
each person in the 
“Friends” figures 
picture. Do not cut the 
figures apart.

Toy Squeak 
Supplies

squeaking toy
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Make a Friend Happy

What You’ll Do 
Say: The Bible tells about Naomi and Ruth. They were friends. Friends make each 
other happy. Gently bounce baby on your knees as you say the following poem:

Make a friend happy, laugh and play.
Make a friend happy all the day.
Smile and pat, pray and sing.
Make a friend happy in everything! (Tickle baby.)

Friends like to laugh together. Maybe Ruth and Naomi laughed together. Naomi 
and Ruth loved each other.  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS, too.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Hold a toddler on your knee, facing you. Bounce him or her each time 
you sing, “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” place the toddler’s hand over his or 
her heart. For “God,” raise the toddler’s hand toward the sky. On “forevermore,” hold 
both of the toddler’s hands toward the sky.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing “This Is the Way” (not on CD) to the tune of “Mulberry Bush” anytime during the 
lesson. Seat toddlers around you to sing. Encourage them to pat a pretend friend’s 
back for the words “I pat my friends” and hug the pretend friend during the hugging 
verse. When you sing the word “love,” wrap your arms around yourself and squeeze, 
suggesting to the children that they do the same.

 This is the way I sing with my friends, sing with my friends, sing with my 
friends. (Clasp hands under chin.)

This is the way I sing with my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I pat my friends, pat my friends, pat my friends. (Pat friends.)
This is the way I pat my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I hug my friends, hug my friends, hug my friends. (Hug friends.)
This is the way I hug my friends and show that I love them.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Friends Who Shared 

What You’ll Do 
Gather one or two toddlers. Open your Bible to Ruth 1.

Say: Ruth and Naomi were on their way to Naomi’s home. They were probably 
thirsty as they walked in the hot sun. What do you drink when you’re thirsty? I 
have some water to share with you. Pour a small amount of water into a cup for each 
toddler. Ruth and Naomi may have shared their water because they were friends. 
Point to Ruth and Naomi in the teaching picture. I have a water bag for them. It’s soft 
like the ones in the Bible. Touch it. Hold the piece of felt in your hand, and let each 
child stroke it. Then attach it to a hand in the teaching picture. Friends share. Move the 
felt to the other person’s hand. Naomi and Ruth shared everything. Sharing shows 
that we love someone.  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS.

Friends Who Shared 
Supplies

Bible
rubber band
bottle of water
1 cup per child
4 Velcro self-stick 
circles

one 3-inch felt square
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

Friends Who Shared 
Easy Prep

Attach the gripper part 
of a Velcro self-stick 
circle to one hand of 
each person in the 
“Friends” figures 
picture. Do not cut the 
figures apart. Roll up 
a 3x3-inch felt square, 
and twist a rubber band 
around the top, leaving 
a portion of the rubber 
band to resemble a 
handle.



45

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 3 Summer Quarter

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

A Journey of Love     

What You’ll Do 
Take one or two toddlers by the hand.

Say: Let’s take a walk like Ruth and Naomi did. We will need food and water for our 
journey. I have a bottle of water and a bowl for food. Lead the way along the path. 
About halfway around the path, give the bowl and water bottle to a child. You will need 
food and water on the trip, too. I want to share with you because you are my friend. 
Complete the second half of the journey along the path. Ruth and Naomi were friends. 
They shared their food and water because they loved each other.  GOD WANTS 
YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS, too. Repeat the journey until every child who wants to 
walk the path has had a turn.

Food for Sharing 

What You’ll Do 
Give each toddler a copy of the “Food for Sharing” page. Point to the bowl in the 
picture.

Say: Ruth and Naomi probably ate from a bowl like this one. Let’s put food in the 
bowl for them. Hand each child several wheat cereal squares, and help children glue 
the cereal squares onto their bowl pictures. Then say: Ruth and Naomi shared their 
food as they traveled. They shared because they were friends, and friends love 
each other.  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS.

A Journey of Love   
Supplies

water bottle
plastic bowl
roll of masking tape

A Journey of Love 
Easy Prep

Use masking tape to 
mark a path on the 
floor from one end of 
the room to the other or 
around the perimeter.

Food for Sharing 
Supplies

wheat cereal squares
glue
My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Food for Sharing” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Food for Sharing 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Say, Say, Oh Friend” (not on CD) to the tune of “Say, Say, Oh Playmate” anytime 
during the lesson. Group the children in pairs. Let the children hold hands and wiggle 
around on the line “Say, say, oh friend.” On the word “trust,” have each child place one 
hand over his or her heart. For “God,” have the children raise their hands and jump up 
and down.

 Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God in all you do.
Trust God in work and play.
Trust God in night and day.
Say, say, oh friend,
Trust God to be with you.
Trust God; his word is true forevermore!

Sing “This Is the Way” (not on CD) to the tune of “Mulberry Bush” anytime during the 
lesson. Help children stand in a circle to sing. Clasp hands under the chin for the words 
“sing with my friends.” Pat and hug each other during the next verses. On the word 
“love,” wrap your arms around yourself and squeeze, setting an example for the children 
to follow.

 This is the way I sing with my friends, sing with my friends, sing with my 
friends. (Clasp hands under chin.)

This is the way I sing with my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I pat my friends, pat my friends, pat my friends. (Pat friends.)
This is the way I pat my friends and show that I love them.
This is the way I hug my friends, hug my friends, hug my friends. (Hug friends.)
This is the way I hug my friends and show that I love them.

Weaving Faith  
at Home   
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Heart of Love  

What You’ll Do 
Gather the twos, and open your Bible to Ruth 1.

Say: Naomi and Ruth walked together toward Naomi’s home. Ruth loved her friend 
Naomi. Naomi loved her friend Ruth. Show the children the teaching picture. Hearts 
remind us of love. Let’s put hearts on our picture to remind us of the love these 
friends shared. Let children attach the hearts to the hands in the picture. They can move 
the hearts back and forth to demonstrate the shared love.

Ask: 
 n  How can we show love to our friends? Affirm children’s answers.

Say:  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS.

Pray: Thank you, God, for teaching us to be loving friends. In Jesus’ name, amen.

A Heart of Love  
Supplies

Bible
poster putty
4 Velcro self-stick 
circles

scissors
one 3x3-inch felt square
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

A Heart of Love   
Easy Prep

Attach the gripper part 
of a Velcro self-stick 
circle to one hand of 
each person in the 
“Friends” figures 
picture. Do not cut the 
figures apart. Cut two 
heart shapes from a 
3x3-inch felt square. 
Use poster putty to 
attach the picture to 
the wall at a 2-year-
old’s eye level.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Happy Faces and Smiles  

What You’ll Do 
Help the children sit in a circle around you. Press three or four smiley-face stickers on 
the back of each child’s hand and on your hand.

Say: Naomi was happy that Ruth was her friend. Maybe Naomi smiled. This 
smiley-face sticker reminds me to smile. Take a sticker from your hand and press 
it on the hand of a child. Here’s a sticker, and here’s my smile. Smile broadly. Now I 
think I’ll give a sticker and a smile to someone else. Can you share a sticker and 
a smile with the person sitting by you? Guide children in pressing their stickers on 
other children’s hands. Be sure that each child has some stickers and that no one is 
overlooked.

Say: You made your friends smile.  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS.

Grain Sharing 
What You’ll Do 
Say:  GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE YOUR FRIENDS. Ruth and Naomi were friends, 
and they shared everything. Ruth gathered grain so that they could eat special meals 
together. Let’s make a special grain meal you can give to a friend to show your love.

Help each child tear open a packet of instant oatmeal and pour it into a resealable plastic 
bag. Let him or her add a spoonful of sugar and a sprinkle of cinnamon, and then zip the 
bag closed. Tape the oatmeal packets to the outside of the plastic bags so that parents will 
know how much water to add to the cereal. When the children have finished the project, 
encourage them to give their “grain” to friends in the class, making sure everyone receives 
cereal to take home.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Happy Faces and Smiles  
Supplies

3 or 4 circle stickers per 
child

pen

Happy Faces and Smiles  
Easy Prep

Draw smiley faces on 
three or four circle 
stickers per child.

Grain Sharing 
Supplies

1 instant oatmeal packet 
and 1 resealable 
plastic bag per child

spoon
cinnamon
sugar
tape

Weaving Faith at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at Home  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 3 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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HOME  
  CONNECT®

Growing With Jesus

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Give your child a bouquet of silk flowers. Name each flower after a friend. Put the bouquet in the 

child’s bedroom, and encourage your child to thank God for each friend before bedtime.
  n  Look at friends’ pictures in a photo album or on your phone. Thank God for each person in the 

photographs. Guide your child in saying, “Thank you, God, for my friend, [name]. I love [name].”

INFANT 

Make a Friend 
Happy

Say: The Bible tells about 
Naomi and Ruth. They 
were friends. Friends 
make each other happy. 

Gently bounce your baby 
on your knees as you say 
the following poem:
Make a friend happy, 

laugh and play.
Make a friend happy all 

the day.
Smile and pat, pray and 

sing.
Make a friend happy in 

everything! (Tickle baby.)

TODDLER

A Journey of Love

Take your toddler by the 
hand.

Say: Let’s take a walk 
like Ruth and Naomi did. 
We will need food and 
water for our journey. I 
have a bottle of water 
and a bowl for food. 
About halfway through 
your walk, give the bowl 
and water bottle to your 
child. You will need food 
and water on the trip, 
too. I want to share with 
you because you are my 
friend. 

Complete the second half 
of your walk.

Say: Ruth and Naomi 
were friends. They 
shared their food and 
water because they 
loved each other. God 
wants you to love your 
friends, too.

2-YEAR-OLD

Happy Faces and 
Smiles

Draw smiley faces on five 
or six circle stickers. Press 
two or three smiley-face 
stickers on the back of 
your child’s hand and on 
your hand.

Say: Naomi was happy 
that Ruth was her friend. 
Maybe Naomi smiled. 
This smiley-face sticker 
reminds me to smile. 
Take a sticker from your 
hand and press it on the 
hand of your child. Here’s 
a sticker, and here’s my 
smile. Smile broadly. Now 
I think I’ll give another 
sticker and smile to 
you. Can you share a 
sticker and a smile with 
me? Guide your child in 
pressing his or her stickers 
on your hands.

That makes me smile! 
God wants you to love 
your friends, too.

Y our child learned God wants you to love your friends (from Ruth 1:1-22). Your child 
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities 

with your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Playtime With 
Friends

Play groups provide 
wonderful opportunities 
for young children (and 
parents!) to socialize. 
Try inviting a group 
of no more than six 
children to your home 
for a one-hour to 
ninety-minute playtime. 
Ask everyone to bring 
two toys and a snack 
to share. Make sure the 
space is child-proofed, 
and plan to stay in 
the same room where 
children are playing.

! OK
 TO COPY
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Food for Sharing

! OK
 TO COPY
Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 4 

Ruth Marries Boaz 
Ruth 2−4

u Bible Point 
Hope in God.

Key Verse
“Put your hope in God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that they can have 
hope in God.

C arl Sandburg said, “A baby is God’s opinion that the world should go on.” Babies 
are the embodiment of hope. They are bright with the promise of what is yet to be. 

As we watch their natural development, we are blessed to see God’s handiwork unfold. 
Babies remind us that God’s spiritual plans are in process as surely as are his physical 
plans. Truly our hope is in God, the designer of these baby-wonders. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

God Gives Us Hope
Hear how God fulfilled 
Ruth and Naomi’s 
hopes.

2 craft sticks, tape, 
scissors
Teacher Pack: “Friends” 
figures

Cut out the “Friends” figures, 
and tape them to craft sticks.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Hope, Hope, Hope 
Review the Bible 
Point with motions.

H-O-P-E
Hear an action rhyme.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.



Lesson 4 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

52

        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player, 1 rattle per child
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

We Can Have Hope
Learn that we can have 
hope in God.

2 craft sticks, tape, scissors, 
Bible, cookie sheet, cereal 
flakes, hand towel
Teacher Pack: “Friends” 
figures

Cut out the “Friends” 
figures, and tape them 
to craft sticks. Place the 
stick puppets inside your 
Bible. Put a layer of cereal 
flakes on a cookie sheet.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Buckets of Hope
Sort a treat from rice.

plastic bucket, uncooked 
rice, small cookies

Fill a small plastic bucket 
about half full with 
uncooked rice. Add a 
layer of small cookies and 
then another layer of rice.

Show Your Hope
Perform an action song 
to learn that we always 
have hope in God.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player 
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Ruth Had Hope
Discover how Ruth 
had hope through an 
action story.

Bible, 2 craft sticks, 
scissors, tape
Teacher Pack: “Friends” 
figures Cut out the “Friends” 

figures, and tape them 
to craft sticks.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Hoops for Hope
Play a game to 
review the Bible 
Point.

3 hula-hoops  

We Have Hope in 
God
Paint crosses as 
reminders that we 
have hope in God.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Put Your Hope in God” 
page (at the end of 
the lesson), masking 
tape, washable paint, 
1 sponge and 1 paint 
smock per child, 
clothespins (optional), 
shallow tray, paper towel

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book. 
Use one 3-inch and one 
4-inch strip of masking 
tape to form a cross 
at the bottom of each 
handout. Place a folded 
paper towel in the bottom 
of a shallow tray before 
pouring in washable paint, 
to keep the sponge from 
absorbing too much paint.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Ruth Marries Boaz
Ruth 2–4

Ruth Gleans Food  
From Boaz’s Field

It may seem strange that Ruth was allowed to take 
grain from someone else’s field. However, God had 
provided for the unfortunate, directing landowners 
to allow “the alien, the fatherless and the widow” to 
gather grain missed by the landowner’s workers in their 
first pass through the fields (Deuteronomy 24:19). 

Ruth’s attitude provides even more information about 
her character. She must have realized how demeaning 
it would be for Naomi to perform such a task after 
having left Bethlehem years earlier as part of a wealthy 
family. Imagine, however, how difficult this task must 
have been for Ruth. She was an unknown foreigner and 
a widow and was likely considered an outcast. Workers 
in the field may have been less than kind to her, 
resulting in the commands of Boaz in Ruth 2:8, 15. But 
she undertook the task diligently and politely (Ruth 2:7).

The text tells us that Ruth “found herself working 
in a field belonging to Boaz” (Ruth 2:3). However, 
we can see that God was guiding her. Boaz was 
Naomi’s kinsman-redeemer—a close relative who was 
responsible for helping Ruth and Naomi.

Ruth Marries Boaz, Becomes 
David’s Great-Grandmother 

Some have suggested that Ruth committed an immoral 
act when she lay at Boaz’s feet while he slept. However, 
it was customary for servants to sleep at their 
masters’ feet. In doing this, Ruth was informing Boaz 
that he, as her kinsman-redeemer, could marry her or 
find someone to do so. 

Ruth 4:1-12 refers to a somewhat complicated 
process prescribed by laws intended to protect 
families from the loss of property. Boaz could 
purchase Naomi’s family property only after a closer 
relative had declined to do so. In buying back Naomi’s 

former property, he also obtained the right to marry 
Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law.

The hope Ruth clung to resulted not only in a happy 
ending for her, Naomi, and Boaz, but also for us, as she 
became the great-grandmother of King David (Ruth 
4:17) and an ancestor of Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father 
(Matthew 1:5-16).
 
The Jesus Connection

Many things that seem like coincidence may actually 
be God working in our lives through our relationship 
with Jesus. 

How has a decision you’ve made worked out to a 
surprisingly good result? How should that experience 
influence your hope in God? Pray that God will help 
you take a step of faith as you make decisions today. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime 
during the lesson. During the song, help baby clap hands to the words “in the Lord.” 
Raise baby’s arms overhead when singing, “Praise God, praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “God Gives Hope” (not on CD) to the tune of “Down by the Station” 
anytime during the lesson. When singing, gently bounce baby on your lap to the beat.

 God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
He wants us to hope in him.
God gives hope.
God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
Praise him, praise him,
God gives hope!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God Gives Us Hope 

What You’ll Do 
Hold up the two stick puppets, and move them so that the babies can track the 
puppets’ movements with their eyes.

Say: Here’s old Naomi, who loved the girl Ruth.
Ruth loved Naomi, and that is the truth!
Both women trusted in God for their care,
And our God provided even more than was fair.
A husband for Ruth, someone to love,
Boaz—a gift from our God up above.
God was their hope; God’s your hope, too!
Hope in the Lord, for he always comes through.
We can  HOPE IN GOD! 

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Hope, Hope, Hope 

What You’ll Do 
Seat a baby in front of you on the floor or other flat surface. Sing this song to the tune 
of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” (not on CD) as you perform rowing motions with baby’s 
arms:

 Hope, hope, hope in God.
There’s hope for every day!
Hope, hope, hope in God.
Clap, and shout “hooray!” (Clap baby’s hands together, and then lift his or her arms up 

high.)

Say:  HOPE IN GOD, little one!

God Gives Us Hope   
Supplies

2 craft sticks
tape
scissors
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

God Gives Us Hope  
Easy Prep

Cut out the “Friends” 
figures, and tape them 
to craft sticks.
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H-O-P-E  

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap, facing outward, as you do the following rhyme together:

Say: H is for your little hands that can do God’s will. (Clap baby’s hands together.)
O is for the only God. Rest in him; be still. (Hold baby’s hands still.)
P is for the patience that only God can send. (Pat baby’s hands on thighs.)
E is for “Everything will work out in the end.” (Hold baby’s arms outstretched, and 

then cross them over chest. Repeat motions several times.)

Put your  HOPE IN GOD. (Give baby a hug.)

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, march in place. Jump up and down on the words “Praise God, 
praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Gives Hope” (not on CD) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime 

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
1 rattle per child
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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during the lesson. When singing, give toddlers rattles, and encourage them to shake the 
rattles to the rhythm of the music.

 God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
He wants us to hope in him.
God gives hope.
God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
Praise him, praise him,
God gives hope!

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

We Can Have Hope  

What You’ll Do 
Invite two toddlers to sit down with you. Place your Bible in front of the children. Have 
the cereal tray nearby.

Say: The Bible tells us of many people who hoped in God. Can you find some 
people in my Bible? Let the children look for the Ruth and Naomi puppets. Give each 
child a puppet as you say: This is Ruth, and this is Naomi. They had great hope in 
God. When they were hungry, God provided grain for Ruth to pick up. Would you 
like to pick up some grain? Allow the children to pick up several pieces of cereal. God 
sent a man named Boaz to take care of Ruth and Naomi. Boaz filled Ruth’s shawl 
with grain to take to Naomi. Drape a hand towel over one of the toddler’s shoulders. 
You be Ruth. Here is a shawl. Can I fill your shawl with grain to take to our friend 
Naomi? Have the toddler hold the towel with both hands. Pour some cereal flakes into 
the towel, and encourage the toddler to deliver the cereal in the towel to the other child. 
Encourage the child pretending to be Naomi to say, “Thank you, Ruth. Thank you, Boaz. 
Thank you, God.” Give the children a chance to exchange roles.

Say: Soon Ruth married Boaz. The whole village saw how God takes care of his 
people. The villagers said, “Praise the Lord.” Can you say “Praise the Lord”? 
Encourage the children to repeat the words. Ruth and Naomi hoped in God. You can 
 HOPE IN GOD, too.

We Can Have Hope 
Supplies

2 craft sticks
tape
scissors
Bible
cookie sheet
cereal flakes
hand towel
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

We Can Have Hope  
Easy Prep

Cut out the “Friends” 
figures, and tape them 
to craft sticks. Place 
the stick puppets inside 
your Bible. Put a layer of 
cereal flakes on a cookie 
sheet.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Buckets of Hope  

What You’ll Do 
Say: Boaz told his harvesters to leave some “good-to-eat” grain for Ruth to gather. 
I hope you can find something good to eat in this rice. Let one child at a time dig 
down in the rice to find a cookie. Allow the children to find and eat one cookie at a time. 
You hoped for something good. What a surprise you found! God has lots of good 
surprises for us to find. We can  HOPE IN GOD.

Show Your Hope

What You’ll Do 
Sing this action song to the tune of “This Little Light of Mine” (not on CD), encouraging 
children to do the motions indicated in the words:

 I have hope in God.
I’m gonna nod my head.
I have hope in God.
I’m gonna nod my head,
Nod my head, nod my head, nod my head.

For “nod my head” substitute the words “clap my hands,” “stomp my feet,” or “turn 
around.”

Say: We can  HOPE IN GOD. Nod your head one more time.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Buckets of Hope  
Supplies

plastic bucket
uncooked rice
small cookies

Buckets of Hope  
Easy Prep

Fill a small plastic 
bucket about half full 
with uncooked rice. Add 
a layer of small cookies 
and then another layer 
of rice.

Weaving Faith  
at Home   
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  
at Home   
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during 
the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children clap on the words “in the Lord.” 
Encourage them to raise their arms over their heads on the words “Praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Gives Hope” (not on CD) to the tune of “Down by the Station” anytime during 
the lesson. Help the children form a train and walk together as you sing.

 God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
He wants us to hope in him.
God gives hope.
God loves his children.
He wants us to trust him.
Praise him, praise him,
God gives hope!

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Ruth Had Hope 

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to the book of Ruth. Show the stick puppets.

Ask: 
 n Have you been to a new place before?

Say: Ruth and Naomi went to a new place. They didn’t know anyone there. They 
needed to make new friends. This is what they did. Do what I do.

Ruth and Naomi went to a new place. (Walk in place.)
They didn’t know a single face. (Shake your head.)
They wanted to make new friends. (Shake hands with person next to you.)
They needed food to eat. (Bring fingers and thumb to mouth.)
They needed a place to sleep. (Lay head on folded hands.)
Ruth and Naomi went to a new place. (Walk in place.)
They didn’t know a single face. (Shake your head.)
Ruth and Naomi had hope in God. (Point overhead.)
They knew he’d take care of them. (Hug self.)
God helped them make new friends. (Shake hands with person next to you.)
God helped them find food to eat. (Bring fingers and thumb to mouth.)
God gave them a place to sleep. (Lay head on folded hands.)
Ruth and Naomi had hope in God. (Point overhead.)
They knew he’d take care of them. (Hug self.)

Say: God brought Ruth and Naomi to a new home and gave them everything they 
needed. God sent Ruth to be Boaz’s wife, and they lived happily together for God. 
Ruth and Naomi hoped in God when they needed many things. We can  HOPE IN 
GOD, too.

Ruth Had Hope    
Supplies

Bible
2 craft sticks
scissors
tape
Teacher Pack
“Friends” figures

Ruth Had Hope 
Easy Prep

Cut out the “Friends” 
figures, and tape them to 
craft sticks.



Lesson 4 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

62

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Hoops for Hope 

What You’ll Do 
Lay three hula-hoops on the floor touching each other. Let one 2-year-old at a time jump 
from one hoop into the next. As the child jumps into the first hoop, say: Hope. As he or 
she jumps into the second hoop, say: In. As he or she jumps into the third hoop, say: 
God. Make sure to allow each child to finish the course.

Ask: 
 n  What do you hope God will do? 

Affirm that God takes care of our every need, just as he did for Ruth and Naomi. Say: It’s 
good to  HOPE IN GOD.

We Have Hope in God 

What You’ll Do 
Work with one child at a time.

Say: We always have hope in God. The cross reminds us of hope. Dip a sponge 
into the paint. To minimize mess, attach clothespins to the sponges for the children to 
hold. Let the 2-year-old dab the sponge all over the bottom of the paper, covering the 
masking tape. Wait for the paint to set a bit. Then say: I’m going to take the tape off 
your picture. I hope I’ll still be able to see the cross! Remove the masking tape, and 
a cross print will remain. Show the child the cross. No matter what happens, we can 
always have  HOPE IN GOD.

Hoops for Hope  
Supplies

3 hula-hoops

We Have Hope in God 
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Put Your Hope in God” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

masking tape
washable paint
1 sponge and 1 paint 
smock per child

clothespins (optional)
shallow tray
paper towel

We Have Hope in God 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 4 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book. Use one 3-inch 
and one 4-inch strip of 
masking tape to form 
a cross at the bottom 
of each handout. Place 
a folded paper towel in 
the bottom of a shallow 
tray before pouring 
in washable paint, to 
keep the sponge from 
absorbing too much 
paint. 
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Weaving Faith at Home

What You’ll Do 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home   
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Y      our child learned to hope in God (from Ruth 2–4). Your child participated in one of 
the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to help 

your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Hope in God

Your greatest 
investment as a 
Christian parent is in 
the hope that your child 
will come into a full 
relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The little prayers 
you say together, the 
songs you sing, and 
your commitment to 
bring your child into 
God’s house are all 
concrete evidence of 
your hope in God. 

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  With your child, fill a small envelope with a treat. Say that you are going to hide the envelope, and 

when your child finds it, he or she can have the treat. Allow time to search for the envelope, and 
then help your child find it. Remind your child that you care about what he or she hopes for and 
that God cares about our hopes, too.

  n  Celebrate our hope in God by singing this song to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:
 Hope, hope, hope in God.
 There’s hope for every day!

Hope, hope, hope in God.
Clap, and shout “hooray!”! OK

 TO COPY

INFANT 

H-O-P-E

Hold your baby on your 
lap, facing outward, as 
you do the following 
rhyme together:

H is for your little hands 
that can do God’s will. 
(Clap baby’s hands 
together.)

O is for the only God. 
Rest in him; be still. 
(Hold baby’s hands still.)

P is for the patience that 
only God can send. (Pat 
baby’s hands on thighs.)

E is for “Everything 
will work out in the 
end.” (Hold baby’s arms 
outstretched, and then 
cross them over chest. 
Repeat motions several 
times.)

Put your hope in God. 
(Give baby a hug.)

TODDLER

Show Your Hope

Sing this action song 
to the tune of “This 
Little Light of Mine,” 
encouraging your child to 
do the motions indicated 
in the words:

I have hope in God.
I’m gonna nod my head.
I have hope in God.
I’m gonna nod my head,
Nod my head, nod my 
head, nod my head.

For “nod my head” 
substitute the words “clap 
my hands,” “stomp my 
feet,” or “turn around.”

Say: We can hope in 
God. Nod your head one 
more time.

2-YEAR-OLD

Rings of Hope

Use masking tape to make 
three large rings on the 
floor, touching each other. 
Let your 2-year-old jump 
from one ring into the 
next. As your child jumps 
into the first ring, say: 
Hope. As he or she jumps 
into the second ring, say: 
In. As he or she jumps into 
the third ring, say: God. 
Make sure to allow your 
child to finish the course.

What do you hope God 
will do? Affirm that God 
takes care of our every 
need, just as he did for 
Ruth and Naomi. It’s good 
to hope in God.
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Put Your Hope in God
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Lesson 5 

God Answers Hannah’s  
Prayer 1 Samuel 1:1-28

u Bible Point 
Turn to God when 
you’re sad.

Key Verse
“Put your hope in God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that God cares 
when they feel sad.

T he feeling of sadness usually comes about the same time a baby experiences 
separation anxiety. Sadness may include crying and usually includes withdrawal. 

Fortunately sadness usually abates, and things quickly return to normal when the 
primary caregiver comes back. But sadness does have a positive side—it is the 
precursor to empathy. Babies who have felt sad become toddlers who try to help others 
who are hurt or unhappy. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Hannah Was So Sad
Do an action rhyme about 
Hannah.

doll

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Sad Baby, Happy Baby
Hug a doll to comfort it.

doll

When Baby Starts to Cry
Hear a song and 
be comforted.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 
5 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Here Is Hannah
Use a tissue to wipe 
away Hannah’s tears.

box of tissues, water, 
sponge, page protector
Teacher Pack:
“Hannah”  
teaching  
picture

Place the “Hannah” 
teaching picture in a page 
protector. Wet a sponge, 
and have a box of tissues 
handy.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

God Answered 
Hannah’s Prayer
Find Hannah’s baby.

doll, basket, 3 baby blankets
Teacher Pack:
“Hannah” 
teaching 
picture

Place the “Hannah” teaching 
picture near the area where 
you will play this game. 
Place a baby blanket in an 
empty basket, lay a doll on 
the blanket, and cover the 
doll with two blankets.

A Happy Face
Glue a licorice smile 
to make a happy 
face.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the “A 
Happy Face” page (at the 
end of the lesson), glue, 1 
string of licorice per child

Remove the Lesson 5 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

God Wipes Away Our 
Tears
Wipe away Hannah’s 
tears, and talk about 
what makes us sad.

Bible, box of tissues, water, 
sponge, page protector
Teacher Pack: “Hannah” 
teaching picture, “Young 
Child” teaching picture

Place the teaching 
pictures back to back 
in a page protector. Wet 
a sponge, and have a 
box of tissues handy.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Hannah Turns to 
God
Act out a song about 
Hannah and her baby.

basket, doll

My Baby
Use a doll to talk 
about feelings. 

doll

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 5 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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God Answers Hannah’s Prayer
1 Samuel 1:1-28

Unable to Have Children

To understand the pain caused by Hannah’s 
childlessness, one must realize how important it 
was in Old Testament times that women provide 
children. A woman who couldn’t conceive was an 
embarrassment, or even a disgrace, to her husband. 
Adding to Hannah’s pain were the taunts of Elkanah’s 
other wife, Peninnah, a situation that illustrates 
the strife that the practice of polygamy can create. 
Even Elkanah’s love for Hannah and his words of 
encouragement could not comfort her.

Hannah Bitterly Prays  
to God for a Child  

Hannah provides a great example of what we should do 
when we are hurting. “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept 
much and prayed” (1 Samuel 1:10). She poured out her 
heart—even her bitterness—to God. Her prayer was so 
anguished that Eli, the priest, assumed she was drunk! 
God wants to hear from us when we’re hurting, and yes, 
even when we’re bitter or angry at him. 

Hannah’s prayer and God’s answer to it warn us of an 
important truth: If we make a vow to God, we must be 
ready to fulfill it. Hannah vowed that if God gave her a 
son, she would give him fully to the service of the Lord.

Hannah Gives Samuel to God 

When Samuel was born, Hannah lived up to her vow. 
As soon as Samuel was old enough to live without his 
mother (sometime after he was about 3 years old), she 
took him to Eli at the tabernacle and gave him to the 
service of the Lord. Samuel grew up there, no doubt 
performing simple tasks for Eli.
 

The Jesus Connection

We all experience hurts and sadness, and Jesus 
experienced those things, too. We can always know 
that he’s right there with us, listening and answering 
our prayers.

Reread 1 Samuel 1:12-20. How does God respond 
to us when we cry out in anguish and grief? What 
sadness, pain, or grief do you need to pour out to 
God? It’s great to know we serve a God who cares 
about our human hurts. Turn to God in prayer, and 
leave your pain with him today. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime 
during the lesson. During the song, help baby clap hands to the words “in the Lord.” 
Raise baby’s arms overhead when singing “Praise God, praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “Sweet, Sweet Baby” (not on CD) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat 
Ashore” anytime during the lesson. Sing it as a lullaby to calm a fussy baby.

 Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Hannah Was So Sad  

What You’ll Do 
Sit on the floor with an infant seated in front of you. Have a doll nearby.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Hannah Was So Sad 
Supplies

doll
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Say: Hannah was so very sad.
Her eyes were filled with tears. (Use baby’s hands to rub his or her eyes gently.)
She wanted a baby of her own.
She’d wanted one for years. (Fold baby’s arms together as if cradling a baby, and move 

his or her arms back and forth.)
Hannah went to God’s house, (walk your fingers up baby’s legs)
And she began to pray. (Hold baby’s hands together in a prayerlike fashion.)
She asked that God would bless her with
A baby to love one day. (Fold baby’s arms together as if cradling a baby, and move his 

or her arms back and forth.)
Hannah was no longer sad.
Her heart was filled with joy, (hold baby’s arms up in the air, and smile broadly)
For soon her prayers were answered with
A little baby boy. (Help baby hold the doll.)

You can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Sad Baby, Happy Baby  

What You’ll Do 
Give a doll to a baby.

Say: The baby is crying. Is the baby sad? Give the baby a hug. When the infant hugs 
the doll or holds the doll close, say: Now the baby is happy! God can help us when 
we’re sad. God can help us feel happy!  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

Sad Baby, Happy Baby 
Supplies

doll
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When Baby Starts to Cry

What You’ll Do 
When an infant cries, pick him or her up, and sing the following song to the tune of “Give 
Me Oil in My Lamp” (not on CD). Use the baby’s name, and do the motions mentioned. 
Replace “hug” with “walk,” “rock,” or other comforting motions and movements.

 When [baby’s name] starts to cry, I will hug [him or her].
When [baby’s name] starts to cry, I’ll pray. (Say, “Help this baby!”)
When [baby’s name] starts to cry, I will hug [him or her].
And I’ll say some words the Lord might say:

“How I love you! How I love you!
How I love you when you’re feeling sad.
How I love you! How I love you!
How I want you to feel glad!”

Say:  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD, little one.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, march in place. Jump up and down on the words “Praise God, 
praise God, praise God.”

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 5 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “Sweet, Sweet Baby” (not on CD) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Kneel on the floor, facing a toddler. Hold both of the toddler’s 
hands in yours, sway back and forth, and move the toddler’s arms as you sing slowly so 
that the toddler can understand your words.

 Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Here Is Hannah 

What You’ll Do 
Say this rhyme to a toddler:

Say: Here is Hannah; she’s very sad. Her eyes are full of tears. (Squeeze a couple of 
drops of water from the sponge onto each of Hannah’s eyes.)

She wants a little baby. She’s wanted one for years. (Give the toddler a tissue, and let 
him or her wipe away the water.)

Hannah asked God for a baby, a baby that she could love. (Squeeze a couple of 
drops of water from the sponge onto each of Hannah’s eyes.)

God sent her a baby boy, a gift from above. (Give the toddler a tissue, and let him or 
her wipe away the water.)

Then Hannah was no longer sad. Her tears were wiped away.
Hannah had a baby boy, the baby for whom she prayed.

Say: Hannah talked to God when she was sad. You can  TURN TO GOD WHEN 
YOU’RE SAD. God can help you be happy again.

Here Is Hannah 
Supplies

box of tissues
water
sponge
page protector
Teacher Pack
“Hannah” teaching 
picture

Here Is Hannah  
Easy Prep

Place the “Hannah” 
teaching picture in a 
page protector. Wet a 
sponge, and have a box 
of tissues handy.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

God Answered Hannah’s Prayer  

What You’ll Do 
Call a toddler over to you, and point to the picture of Hannah.

Say: Hannah was sad because she didn’t have a baby. Remove the first blanket 
yourself. Look! No baby. Poor Hannah. Hannah talked to God. Hannah prayed for a 
baby. Let’s look again. Encourage the toddler to remove the second blanket to discover 
the doll. God answered Hannah’s prayers and gave Hannah a baby. Hannah was 
happy! You can  TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD, the way Hannah did.

A Happy Face 

What You’ll Do 
Work with one child at a time.

Say: This baby looks sad. Make a sad mouth with a string of licorice on the picture. 
Maybe she’s sad because her mommy went away. Maybe she’s sad because she’s 
hungry. The baby might be sad because she can’t find her favorite toy. God can 
help this baby be happy. Let’s give this baby a happy smile.

Using white glue, make a smiling line on the picture for a mouth. Let the toddler place 
the licorice in the glue to make a smile for the baby. Say: You can  TURN TO GOD 
WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

God Answered 
Hannah’s Prayer  
Supplies

doll
basket
3 baby blankets
Teacher Pack
“Hannah” teaching 
picture

God Answered 
Hannah’s Prayer  
Easy Prep

Place the “Hannah” 
teaching picture near the 
area where you will play 
this game. Place a baby 
blanket in an empty 
basket, lay a doll on the 
blanket, and cover the 
doll with two blankets. 

A Happy Face 
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of 
the “A Happy Face” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

glue
1 string of licorice per child

A Happy Face 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 5 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during 
the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children clap on the words “in the Lord.” 
Encourage them to raise their arms over their heads on the words “Praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “Sweet, Sweet Baby” (not on CD) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Sing it to the 2-year-olds quietly as they wait for their parents 
to pick them up.

 Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah wanted a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
Hannah prayed for a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.
God sent Hannah a baby to love—sweet, sweet baby.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Weaving Faith  
at Home   
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God Wipes Away Our Tears  

What You’ll Do 
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. 

Say: Here is Hannah; she’s very sad. Her eyes are full of tears. (Squeeze a couple of 
drops of water from the sponge onto each of Hannah’s eyes.)

She wants a little baby. She’s wanted one for years. (Give a 2-year-old a tissue, and 
let him or her wipe away the water.)

Hannah asked God for a baby, a baby that she could love. (Squeeze a couple of 
drops of water from the sponge onto each of Hannah’s eyes.)

God sent her a baby boy, a gift from above. (Give a 2-year-old a tissue, and let him or 
her wipe away the water.)

Then Hannah was no longer sad. Her tears were wiped away.
Hannah had a baby boy, the baby for whom she prayed.

Turn the page protector over to show the side with the child’s face.

Ask: 
 n   What might make this child sad? As children offer suggestions, drop water 

from the sponge on the child’s face.

Say: God can help children who feel sad. Remember what Hannah did when she 
was sad? Hannah turned to God. She prayed. You can  TURN TO GOD WHEN 
YOU’RE SAD. God will help you dry your tears. Give the 2-year-olds tissues, and 
encourage them to dry the child’s face.

Pray: Thank you, God, for caring when we’re sad. Help us always turn to you. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Hannah Turns to God  

What You’ll Do 
Gather the 2-year-olds, and have them form a circle. Have a basket and a doll nearby. 
Sing the following song to the tune of “Mulberry Bush” (not on CD), and direct children in 
the actions:

God Wipes Away Our 
Tears  
Supplies

Bible
box of tissues
water
sponge
page protector
Teacher Pack
“Hannah” teaching 
picture

“Young Child” teaching 
picture

God Wipes Away Our 
Tears  
Easy Prep

Place the teaching 
pictures back to back in 
a page protector. Wet a 
sponge, and have a box 
of tissues handy.

Hannah Turns to God  
Supplies

basket
doll
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 Hannah has no baby, no baby, no baby. (Have the children pass around the empty 
basket.)

Hannah has no baby. Hannah feels sad.

Hannah prays to God, God, God. (Have the children kneel and fold their hands.)
Hannah prays to God because she feels sad.

Hannah gets a baby, a baby, a baby. (Put the doll in the basket, and have the children 
pass it around.)

Hannah gets a baby—the answer to her prayers.

Hannah’s very happy, happy, happy. (Have the children stand and hold hands to walk 
in a clockwise circle.)

Hannah’s very happy. God is so good.

Say: Hannah turned to God when she felt sad. You can  TURN TO GOD WHEN 
YOU’RE SAD, too.

My Baby 

What You’ll Do 
Let a 2-year-old hold a doll, and encourage him or her to do the motions as you say this 
rhyme:

Say: Boo-hoo-hoo. My baby is oh so sad! (Rub the doll’s eyes with the doll’s hands as 
if crying.)

Why is my baby sad? (Pause for the 2-year-old to answer the question.)
Pray, pray, pray. My baby can talk to God. (Hold the doll’s hands in a prayerlike 

fashion.)
What does my baby say? (Pause for the 2-year-old to suggest what the baby might 

pray.)
Jump, jump, jump. My baby is oh so glad! (Bounce the doll as if it were jumping up 

and down.)
How does my baby feel? (Pause for the 2-year-old to answer the question.)

 TURN TO GOD WHEN YOU’RE SAD.

My Baby 
Supplies

doll
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 5 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Time for 
Sadness

Sad feelings are an 
important part of 
developing empathy. 
If caregivers deal with 
sadness sympathetically 
and constructively, 
children will learn to 
help others likewise. 
Instead of rushing to 
alleviate sadness, help 
children determine what 
things help them get 
through it, such as extra 
hugs, quiet time, and 
talking to God about 
their feelings.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Sing this song to the tune of “When the Saints Go Marching In” when your child feels sad:
 Oh, when you’re sad and feeling blue,
 Oh, when you’re sad and feeling blue,

Turn to God, and he will help you—
He will help you feel brand new!

 n  Create a special box filled with two or three toys that are played with only when your child needs 
a lift. Pray with your child about his or her feelings, and let your child tell you when he or she is 
ready to put the box away and go back to regular activities.

INFANT 

Sad Baby, Happy 
Baby

Give a doll to your baby.

Say: The baby is crying. 
Is the baby sad? Give 
your baby a hug. When 
he or she hugs the doll or 
holds the doll close, say: 
Now the baby is happy! 
God can help us when 
we’re sad. God can help 
us feel happy! Turn to 
God when you’re sad.

TODDLER

A Happy Face

Play this game with your 
child using a doll.

Say: This baby looks sad. 
Make a sad mouth with 
a string of licorice on a 
baby doll. Maybe she’s 
sad because her mommy 
went away. Maybe 
she’s sad because she’s 
hungry. The baby might 
be sad because she 
can’t find her favorite 
toy. God can help this 
baby be happy. Let’s give 
this baby a happy smile.

Let your toddler shape the 
licorice to make a smile 
for the baby. Say: You can 
turn to God when you’re 
sad.

2-YEAR-OLD

My Baby

Let your 2-year-old hold a 
doll, and encourage him or 
her to do the motions as you 
say this rhyme:

Boo-hoo-hoo. My baby is 
oh so sad! (Rub the doll’s 
eyes with the doll’s hands 
as if crying.)

Why is my baby sad? 
(Pause for your child to 
answer the question.)

Pray, pray, pray. My baby 
can talk to God. (Hold the 
doll’s hands in a prayerlike 
fashion.)

What does my baby say? 
(Pause for your child to 
suggest what the baby 
might pray.)

Jump, jump, jump. My baby 
is oh so glad! (Bounce the 
doll as if it were jumping up 
and down.)

How does my baby feel? 
(Pause for your child to 
answer the question.)

Turn to God when you’re 
sad.

Y      our child learned to turn to God when he or she is sad (from 1 Samuel 1:1-28). Your 
child participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities 

with your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.
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A Happy Face
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Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 6 

God Speaks to Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-21

u Bible Point 
Listen to God.

Key Verse
“Put your hope in God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that they can 
listen to God.

W hen a baby recognizes the sound of her mother’s voice, a toddler looks up at the 
mention of his name, or a 2-year-old responds to an “I love you,” it is evidence 

of the child’s language development. Young children learn to respond first to the sound 
of a parent’s voice, then to tones of voice, and finally to the content of the message. 
Listening to God requires not the ability to process sound but rather an awareness of 
how God speaks through his Word and the works of people. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Wiggly Ears
Hear the story of Samuel, 
and discover their ears.

scissors
Teacher Pack: 
“Samuel” teaching 
picture

Cut the “Samuel” teaching 
picture as indicated, and 
insert the ears through 
the slits. Bring the strips 
on the ears together 
behind the picture so 
that you can move both 
ears with one hand.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Here I Am
Play Hide-and-Seek with 
the teacher, and hear 
about Samuel talking to 
God.

Get Up, Samuel
Experience a rhyme 
to act out the story 
of Samuel.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Slumber Party
Hear the story of 
Samuel while lying 
down like Samuel.

several pillows and blankets, 
scissors
Teacher Pack: “Samuel” 
teaching picture

Cut the “Samuel” teaching 
picture as indicated, and 
insert the ears through the 
slits. Bring the strips on 
the ears together behind 
the picture so that you can 
move both ears with one 
hand. Spread blankets and 
pillows on the floor.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

I’m All Ears
Play a listening 
game.

3 or 4 cardboard tubes of 
varying lengths, scissors

Collect cardboard tubes of 
different lengths, such as 
a paper-towel tube cut in 
two, a full-size tube, and a 
wrapping-paper tube.

Big Ears
Make ears to wear 
and look at.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the “Big 
Ears” page (at the end of the 
lesson), 3 chenille wires per 
child, scissors, tape, mirror

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book, 
and cut out a pair of ears 
for each child from the 
handouts. Twist three 
chenille wires end to end, 
making one long wire per 
child, and roll each end 
of the long wire into a flat 
spiral.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing 
With Jesus” page (at the end 
of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Night Noises
Hear the story of 
Samuel and some of 
the sounds Samuel 
may have heard.

Bible, CD player, 
several blankets and 
pillows, 1 felt square, 
glue, scissors, tape
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Samuel Hears God’s 
Voice” poster (from the 
Big Bible Poster Pack)

Remove the “Samuel Hears 
God’s Voice” poster from the 
Big Bible Poster Pack, and cut 
off and discard the margin 
pictures of praying Samuel 
and the footprints. Cut a 
small piece of felt (or other 
soft fabric) the size of Eli’s 
blanket, and glue it over his 
blanket on the poster. Hang 
the poster on a wall in your 
meeting area, and spread 
blankets and pillows on the 
floor opposite the poster.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Verse Rehearse
Play a listening game 
to learn how Samuel 
answered God. 

several blankets

Listening Ears
Add ears to a face to 
learn that children 
can listen to God.

1 paper plate per child, 
My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Big Ears” page (at 
the end of the lesson), 
scissors, crayons, tape

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book, 
and cut out a pair of ears 
for each child from the 
handouts.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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God Speaks to Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

Samuel Thinks Eli Calls  
Him in the Night 

Both Samuel and Eli had gone to bed for the night 
when God called out to Samuel. Perhaps Samuel was 
accustomed to calls for assistance from Eli, who was 
losing his eyesight (1 Samuel 3:2). At first, Eli might 
well have thought Samuel had been dreaming when 
he heard a voice calling his name. First Samuel 3:7 
explains that Samuel “did not yet know the Lord.” This 
doesn’t mean that Samuel didn’t understand who the 
Lord is or hadn’t really been serving him; he simply 
had never before received a direct revelation from 
God. So it is not surprising that the boy continued to 
return to Eli when he was called. 

When Eli realized that Samuel was hearing a call from 
God, he didn’t get up, go with Samuel, and hear what 
God had to say. He knew that whatever God wanted 
to say to Samuel was between God and the boy. 
The prophecy Samuel received echoed the words 
of a prophecy Eli had received from a “man of God” 
earlier. Because Eli’s sons had dishonored God in their 
priestly duties, that prophecy predicted the death of 
Eli’s sons and their replacement by a priest who would 
be faithful to God (1 Samuel 2:27-36).

Samuel Shares God’s Difficult 
Message With Eli  

The prophecy given to Samuel made it clear that Eli 
had not raised his sons properly and that Eli would be 
punished. As difficult as it must have been for Samuel 
to pronounce judgment upon the priest he served, 
Samuel faithfully reported to Eli what God had said. 

From 1 Samuel 3:19-21 it is clear that this was the 
first of many times God spoke to Samuel. Samuel 
grew up listening to God. The phrase “from Dan to 
Beersheba” (1 Samuel 3:20) was used to describe 
the entire Promised Land. Samuel became God’s 
mouthpiece to the nation of Israel. He listened when 

God appeared to him, and “Samuel’s word came to all 
Israel” (1 Samuel 3:21).

The Jesus Connection

In our relationship with Jesus, God sometimes speaks 
to us through the Bible or God’s people. When he 
does, he wants us to listen and obey.

What does it mean to really listen to God? What might 
God be guiding you to do? Pray that your ears will be 
open to hear God speaking to you. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime 
during the lesson. During the song, help baby clap hands to the words “in the Lord.” 
Raise baby’s arms overhead when singing “Praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “Hushaby” (not on CD) to the tune of Brahms’ “Lullaby” anytime during 
the lesson. Sing it to calm a fussy baby or to rock one to sleep.

 Hushaby and good night, (lay head on folded hands)
God called Samuel in the night. (Cup hands to mouth.)
Samuel woke and spoke with God, (stretch arms wide)
Happy God had called his name. (Place hands on ears.)

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Wiggly Ears  

What You’ll Do 
Show the teaching picture to a baby.

Say: This is Samuel. One night when Samuel was sleeping, God talked to him. 
Samuel listened with his ears. Wiggle the ears on the teaching picture. You have ears, 
too. Touch the baby’s hands to his or her ears. You can  LISTEN TO GOD, too.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Wiggly Ears  
Supplies

scissors
Teacher Pack
“Samuel” teaching 
picture

Wiggly Ears  
Easy Prep

Cut the “Samuel” 
teaching picture as 
indicated, and insert the 
ears through the slits. 
Bring the strips on the 
ears together behind 
the picture so that you 
can move both ears 
with one hand.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Here I Am

What You’ll Do 
Hold an infant on your lap so he or she is looking up at you.

Say: There was a boy named Samuel whom God called. Cover the baby’s eyes with 
his or her hands. Samuel? Samuel? Pull baby’s hands away from his or her face while 
you say: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening. You can  LISTEN TO GOD.

Repeat the game using the baby’s name instead of Samuel’s. 

Get Up, Samuel

What You’ll Do 
Do this action rhyme with a baby:

Say: Samuel went to sleep. (Lay baby on his or her back.)
He thought he heard his name. (Touch baby’s ears.)
He ran to the room from where the voice came. (Pedal baby’s feet as if running.)
Eli said, “No, (shake head “no”)
It was God who called your name. (Touch baby’s mouth.)
Listen and obey God, child!” (Touch baby’s hands to his or her ears.)
And [baby’s name] can do the same. (Gently tickle baby’s tummy.)

 LISTEN TO GOD.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, march in place. Jump up and down on the words “Praise God, 
praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “Hushaby” (not on CD) to the tune of Brahms’ “Lullaby” anytime during the lesson.

 Hushaby and good night, (lay head on folded hands)
God called Samuel in the night. (Cup hands to mouth.)
Samuel woke and spoke with God, (stretch arms wide)
Happy God had called his name. (Place hands on ears.)

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Slumber Party  

What You’ll Do 
Rest on the blankets with one or two toddlers.

Say: God tried to talk to grown-ups, but the grown-ups wouldn’t listen. Put your 
hands over your ears. Then God spoke to the boy Samuel while he was sleeping. 
God called, “Samuel, Samuel!” Hold up the teaching picture, and wiggle Samuel’s 
ears. Can you call Samuel’s name? Encourage the toddlers to call out to Samuel. 
Whenever a child says “Samuel,” wiggle the ears on the teaching picture.

Samuel used his ears to listen to God. God told Samuel he was special. Whisper 
into each toddler’s ear: You are special, too. Then say aloud: You can  LISTEN TO 
GOD, just as Samuel did.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Slumber Party 
Supplies 

several pillows and 
blankets

scissors
Teacher Pack
“Samuel” teaching 
picture

Slumber Party 
Easy Prep

Cut the “Samuel” 
teaching picture as 
indicated, and insert the 
ears through the slits. 
Bring the strips on the 
ears together behind 
the picture so that you 
can move both ears 
with one hand. Spread 
blankets and pillows on 
the floor. 
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

I’m All Ears

What You’ll Do 
Starting with the shortest tube, hold the tube to a toddler’s ear and softly speak a short 
message such as “You can listen to God.” Let the toddler take a turn speaking through 
the tube next to your ear as well. Be prepared for children who will speak loudly through 
the tube into your ear. Continue using the different sizes of tubes, varying the volume of 
your voice.

Say: God speaks to us. We need to  LISTEN TO GOD.

Big Ears 

What You’ll Do 
Work with one toddler at a time.

Say: Samuel used his ears to listen to God. Let’s make listening ears for you! Help 
the child tape a chenille spiral to each ear cutout. Then bend the wire, and adjust it 
over the child’s head so that the paper ears cover his or her own. Let the child look in a 
mirror.

You can use your ears to listen to Mommy. You can use your ears to listen to me. 
You can use your ears to listen to Daddy, and you can use your ears to  LISTEN 
TO GOD.

I’m All Ears 
Supplies

3 or 4 cardboard tubes 
of varying lengths

scissors

I’m All Ears 
Easy Prep

Collect cardboard tubes 
of different lengths, 
such as a paper-towel 
tube cut in two, a 
full-size tube, and a 
wrapping-paper tube.

Big Ears  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Big Ears” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

3 chenille wires per 
child

scissors
tape
mirror

Big Ears 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book, and cut out a pair 
of ears for each child 
from the handouts. 
Twist three chenille 
wires end to end, 
making one long wire 
per child, and roll each 
end of the long wire into 
a flat spiral.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during 
the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children clap on the words “in the Lord.” 
Encourage them to raise their arms over their heads on the words “Praise God, praise 
God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “Hushaby” (not on CD) to the tune of Brahms’ “Lullaby” anytime during the lesson.

 Hushaby and good night, (lay head on folded hands)
God called Samuel in the night. (Cup hands to mouth.)
Samuel woke and spoke with God, (stretch arms wide)
Happy God had called his name. (Place hands on ears.)

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Night Noises 

What You’ll Do 
Place the CD player in the story area, and invite the twos to come and lie down on the 
blankets together. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 3.

Say: Our Bible story is about a boy named Samuel. Let’s pretend to be sleepy 
Samuel, who lived in God’s house. At night he might have heard many noises. Listen 
to these noises and tell me what you think they are.

Play the “Night Noises” segment (track 8), and let the children guess what the noises are. 
Pause the CD after the first time Samuel’s name is called.

Say: Samuel thought his friend, Eli, had called his name. He got up and ran to Eli’s 
room. Walk across the room to where the “Samuel Hears God’s Voice” poster is hanging, 
and ask the children to follow you to “Eli’s room.” Have the kids form a line in front of the 
poster.

Say: I’ll bet it was really dark and hard for Samuel to see Eli. Let’s take turns closing 
our eyes and pretending it’s really dark as we look for Eli.

Help the first child in line close his or her eyes and feel on the poster for the flannel blanket 
covering Eli.

Say: Find the soft blanket covering Eli. Good job—now wake him up. Eli! Eli!

Give each child a turn looking for Eli in the dark.

Say: But it wasn’t Eli who called. Eli said, “Go back to bed!” Have the children return to 
the blankets. Continue the track to the next time Samuel is called, and then pause the CD 
again. Samuel was sure it was Eli this time. Have the children follow you back to Eli’s 
room. But Eli didn’t call Samuel. Eli told Samuel that God was talking to him. He told 
Samuel to go listen for God. Have the children lie on the blankets again, and play the last 
segment of the track. Samuel sat up and said, “Speak, God. I’m listening.”

Ask: 
 n  Who is listening to me? 

Say: I want to tell you something special. Whisper into each child’s ear: God loves 
you. Then say aloud: God talked to Samuel and told him special things. You can 
listen to me, and you can  LISTEN TO GOD, too.

Night Noises 
Supplies

Bible
CD player
several blankets and 
pillows

1 felt square
glue
scissors
tape
Teacher Pack
CD: “Night Noises” 
(track 8)

“Samuel Hears God’s 
Voice” poster (from the 
Big Bible Poster Pack)

Night Noises 
Easy Prep

Remove the “Samuel 
Hears God’s Voice” 
poster from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack, and 
cut off and discard 
the margin pictures of 
praying Samuel and 
the footprints. Cut a 
small piece of felt (or 
other soft fabric) the 
size of Eli’s blanket, and 
glue it over his blanket 
on the poster. Hang 
the poster on a wall 
in your meeting area, 
and spread blankets 
and pillows on the floor 
opposite the poster.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Verse Rehearse

What You’ll Do 
Have the children lie down again on the spread-out blankets. Have the children listen for 
you to call their names. When you call each child’s name, have him or her jump up and 
say, “Speak, Lord, I’m listening” and then return to a sleeping position. You may need to 
say the words with the child whose name is called. Repeat this process until every child 
has had a turn.

Say: You’re learning to listen as Samuel learned to listen. You can  LISTEN TO 
GOD.

Listening Ears

What You’ll Do 
Give each child a paper plate, and encourage the children to draw faces on their plates with 
crayons. Give each child two ears.

Ask: 
 n Where are your ears?

Say: Let’s tape these ears in the right place on our paper-plate faces. We can 
remember that Samuel’s ears were in the right place at the right time. Samuel listened 
to God. You can  LISTEN TO GOD, too. 

Help the children tape the ears to the sides of the paper plates.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Verse Rehearse 
Supplies

several blankets

Listening Ears 
Supplies

1 paper plate per child
My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Big Ears” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

scissors
crayons
tape

Listening Ears 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 6 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book, and cut out a pair 
of ears for each child 
from the handouts.

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Way to Grow

Young children learn 
to respond first to the 
sound of a parent’s 
voice, then to tones of 
voice, and finally to the 
content of a message. 
Spiritual awareness 
progresses in much the 
same way. First your 
child will learn from you 
what God is like, then 
he or she will form an 
impression of God’s 
Word, and finally your 
child will understand 
the content of God’s 
messages. Each step 
is crucial in the lifelong 
process of knowing God.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Help your child record his or her voice on a digital recorder. Record a message yourself. Play the 

recordings back, and ask your child to identify who is speaking. Tell your child you hope that he 
or she listens to hear God’s messages, too.

  n  Read a Bible story in a whisper. Remind your child that Bible stories help us hear God’s voice.

INFANT 

Here I Am

Hold your infant on your 
lap so he or she is looking 
up at you.

Say: There was a boy 
named Samuel whom 
God called. Cover the 
baby’s eyes with his or her 
hands. Samuel? Samuel? 
Pull baby’s hands away 
from his or her face while 
you say: Speak, Lord, 
your servant is listening. 
You can listen to God.

TODDLER

I’m All Ears

Collect cardboard tubes 
of different lengths, such 
as a paper-towel tube cut 
in two, a full-size tube, 
and a wrapping-paper 
tube. Starting with the 
shortest tube, hold the 
tube up to your toddler’s 
ear and softly speak a 
short message such as 
“You can listen to God.” 
Let your toddler take a 
turn speaking through the 
tube next to your ear as 
well. Continue using the 
different sizes of tubes, 
varying the volume of your 
voice.

Say: God speaks to us. 
We need to listen to God.

2-YEAR-OLD

Verse Rehearse

Have your child lie down 
on a spread-out blanket 
on the floor and listen 
for you to call his or 
her name. Then have 
him or her jump up and 
say, “Speak, Lord, I’m 
listening” and then return 
to a sleeping position. 
Repeat a few times.

Say: You’re learning to 
listen as Samuel learned 
to listen. You can listen 
to God.

Y our child learned to listen to God (from 1 Samuel 3:1-21). Your child participated in 
one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to 

help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.
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Lesson 7 

Saul Becomes King 
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24

u Bible Point 
God’s way is best.

Key Verse
“Put your hope in God” 
(Psalm 42:11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that God has a 
perfect plan for their 
lives and that God’s way 
is best.

Y oung children hold the patterns and routines of their families in very high regard. 
Many 2-year-olds will waste no time letting you know that you don’t serve the 

snack the way it should be served or that you should put the drink cup in the right 
compartment of the diaper bag. For children who come from loving, healthy families, this 
way of looking at the world will hold them in good stead. Unfortunately, some children 
come from dysfunctional environments in which it is “right” or normal to hit, yell, and 
practice disrespect. It is equally important for children from all kinds of homes to come 
to recognize that God holds high standards and that God’s ways are best.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD  

2

Bible 
Exploration

Crowning Baby
Wear a crown to learn about 
Saul.

mirror
Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Adjust the paper 
crown to fit a 
baby’s head.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Doll Coronation
Crown a doll king.

tape, doll
Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Adjust the paper 
crown from the 
Teacher Pack to fit 
the doll’s head. Tape 
the crown in place, 
if necessary.

Whatever God 
Wants You to Be
Do an action rhyme to 
review the Bible Point.

infant seat
Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 
7 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Coronation Cheers
Take turns being 
king or cheering for 
a classmate as king.

Bible
Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Adjust the paper crown to fit a 
toddler’s head.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Obeying Game
Make God happy by 
obeying him.

Shining Up the  
Gems
Decorate Saul’s 
crown and make it 
shine.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Saul’s Crown” page (at 
the end of the lesson), 
different colors of circle 
stickers, plastic plate, 
petroleum jelly, wet cloth

Remove the Lesson 7 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Tall King
Stand tall and be like 
a king.

Bible, yellow poster board, 
pen, scissors, tape, small 
stool
Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Use the paper crown 
as a pattern to make 
one crown out of 
yellow poster board for 
each child. Save the 
paper crown for use in 
Lesson 9. Place a small 
stool in the center of 
your story area. Use 
a stool that is made 
for children (usually 
plastic or wooden and 
specially designed to 
prevent “tip-overs”).

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Whisper a Plan
Follow a plan to move 
a beanbag.

beanbag 

Kingly Sparkles
Make Saul look and 
shine like a king.

brown or black yarn, 
glue, glitter glue, My Bible 
Snuggles or 1 copy per 
child of the “Saul’s Crown” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson), scissors

Remove the Lesson 7 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book. Cut enough 
5-inch pieces of brown 
or black yarn for each 
child to have several 
strands, and have glue 
and glitter glue on hand.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Saul Becomes King
1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9:1-2; 10:17-24

Samuel Resists Israel’s  
Demand for a King 

Samuel strongly objected to Israel’s desire for a king. 
His objections may have arisen partly from the hurt 
caused by Israel’s rejection of him and his sons, but 
Samuel was also deeply concerned by the people’s 
motives in seeking a king. Because the people already 
had trouble trusting God, Samuel knew they would lean 
toward trusting the king and his military might instead 
of God. 

God didn’t want Israel to have a king, but the people 
wanted a king so badly that they wouldn’t listen to 
Samuel’s warnings (1 Samuel 8:10-18). God decided to 
grant their request. God chose to use their demands to 
further his purposes, but he also continued to expect 
them to be faithful to him.

God Prepares Saul to Be King  

When God chose to give Israel a king, he proceeded to 
show Samuel exactly who that king was to be. Saul, a 
head taller than his peers, would be readily accepted by 
the people because of his dominating physique. God 
even told Samuel about Saul the day before Samuel 
met him (1 Samuel 9:15-16). And God “changed Saul’s 
heart” (1 Samuel 10:9), apparently to prepare him to lead 
Israel by relying on God’s power.

As Saul was being installed as king, Samuel used 
the situation to remind the people that they had 
rebelled against God when they asked for a king 
(1 Samuel 10:17-19). But he presented Saul to the 
people as the king God had chosen and admitted 
that there was “no one like him among all the 
people” (1 Samuel 10:24).

The Jesus Connection

Jesus doesn’t force anyone to follow him. He wants 
us to love him as he loves us. We can choose an 
abundant eternal life by following him in obedience!
When have you stubbornly demanded your own way 
as the people of Israel did? How did your situation 
come out? God loves us, cares for us, and wants us 
to live for him. God wants the best for you. 

Commit today to seeking his guidance and following 
it obediently in your life. Talk to God about your 
commitment. You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime 
during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with the infants. During the song, help 
baby clap hands to the words “in the Lord.” Raise baby’s arms overhead when singing 
“Praise God, praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “He’s Got the Whole Plan” (not on CD) to the tune of “He’s Got the 
Whole World in His Hands” anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play 
with the infants. Sing while holding a baby on your lap. Gently bounce baby on your 
knees to the rhythm of the song. Help baby spread his or her arms wide each time you 
sing the words “whole” and “big.”

 He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got a great big plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
God’s got big plans for my life. (Lift arms to heaven.)

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Crowning Baby

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap, and place the crown on his or her head.

Ask: 
 n  Who is wearing a crown? Is that King [baby’s name]? Baby may reach up to 

touch the crown or even remove it. Hold a mirror so the baby can see the crown.

Say: Saul wore a crown because God picked Saul to be the king. God had a big 
plan for Saul! God’s way was best for Saul.  GOD’S WAY IS BEST for you, too.

Save the paper crown for use later in this lesson.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Doll Coronation 

What You’ll Do 
Place an infant on your lap or on the floor in front of you. Encourage baby to play with 
the crown and the doll, taking the crown on and off the doll’s head.

Say: Even when Saul was just a baby like you, God knew that he would wear a 
crown. It was God’s plan for Saul to be king.  GOD’S WAY IS BEST.

Crowning Baby 
Supplies

mirror
Teacher Pack
paper crown

Crowning Baby 
Easy Prep

Adjust the paper crown 
to fit a baby’s head.

Doll Coronation 
Supplies

tape
doll
Teacher Pack
paper crown

Doll Coronation 
Easy Prep

Adjust the paper crown 
from the Teacher Pack 
to fit the doll’s head. 
Tape the crown in place, 
if necessary.
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Whatever God Wants You to Be 

What You’ll Do 
Adjust the paper crown from the Teacher Pack to fit a baby’s head. Seat a baby in an 
infant seat in front of you.

Say: You don’t live in a castle, (make a “tent” with your hands above baby’s head)
And you are not a king. (Place the paper crown on baby’s head.)
But you’re a special baby (touch baby’s tummy)
With your own song to sing! (Sing “La-la-la.”)

You can clap your hands, (clap baby’s hands together)
And you can kick with glee! (Move baby’s feet in kicking motion.)
God’s way is the best for you. (Touch baby’s tummy.)
Be whatever he wants you to be! (Clap baby’s hands together.)

 GOD’S WAY IS BEST, little one!

Save the paper crown for use in Lesson 9.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Whatever God Wants 
You to Be 
Supplies

infant seat
Teacher Pack
paper crown

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 7 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during the 
lesson. During the song, march in place. Jump up and down on the words “Praise God, 
praise God, praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “He’s God the Whole Plan” (not on CD) to the tune of “He’s Got the Whole World in 
His Hands” anytime during the lesson. Sing it with toddlers seated on the floor. Spread 
arms wide, as indicated in the parentheses.

 He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got a great big plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
God’s got big plans for my life. (Lift arms to heaven.)

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Coronation Cheers  

What You’ll Do 
Gather a few toddlers. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8.

Say: It was God’s plan for Saul to become king. Hold the paper crown in your hand. 
A king wears a crown. Here is a pretty crown. Would you like to wear it? Place the 
crown on a toddler’s head. When Saul was crowned, the people cheered. Can you 
cheer? Let’s say, “Hooray for King Saul!” Encourage toddlers to join you in cheering. 
Saul knew it was good to be king.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)

Coronation Cheers  
Supplies

Bible
Teacher Pack
paper crown

Coronation Cheers 
Easy Prep

Adjust the paper crown 
to fit a toddler’s head.



105

Infants, Toddlers & 2s Lesson 7 Summer Quarter

God has a plan for you, too! Let’s say, “Hooray for [toddler’s name]!” It’s good to be 
just who God made you to be. God has a plan for you, and  GOD’S WAY IS BEST. 
Let other toddlers wear the paper crown.

Save the paper crown for use in Lesson 9.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Obeying Game

What You’ll Do 
Select an area with open floor space so that you can move around. Draw a toddler close 
to you.

Say: God picked Saul to be king. God wanted Saul to obey him. God wants us to 
obey him, too, because his way is best. Let’s play a game about obeying. God says 
to love each other. I love you. May I hug you? Hug the child, and encourage him or 
her to hug you. God tells his children to be full of joy. Can you smile and clap to 
show joy? Lead the way in making a big smile and clapping. Encourage the toddler to 
follow your example. Continue the activity as long as the child is interested. You can 
pantomime praying, praising, and other activities God asks us to do.

Say: God is happy when we obey him because  GOD’S WAY IS BEST.

Shining Up the Gems 

What You’ll Do 
Gather one or two toddlers, and give each child a copy of the “Saul’s Crown” page and 
several different colors of circle stickers.

Say: Saul’s crown was probably very beautiful. Can you use your stickers to 
decorate his crown? Allow the children ample time to decorate their crowns on the 
handouts.

Set out a small plastic plate with a dab of petroleum jelly on it.

Say: The gems on a crown shine and sparkle. Let’s make our stickers shine. Guide 
children in dipping one finger into the petroleum jelly and then rubbing it on the “gems” 
to make them shiny. When children are finished, wipe their fingers with a wet cloth.

Shining Up the Gems  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of 
the “Saul’s Crown” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

different colors of circle 
stickers

plastic plate
petroleum jelly
wet cloth

Shining Up the Gems  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 7 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Great Hope” (track 5) to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” anytime during 
the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children clap on the words “in the Lord.” 
Encourage them to raise their arms over their heads on the words “Praise God.”

 I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
In the Lord, in the Lord.
I’ve got great hope in the Lord,
Praise God, praise God, praise God!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “He’s Got the Whole Plan” (not on CD) to the tune of “He’s Got the Whole World 
in His Hands” anytime during the lesson. Sing it with children standing in a circle with 
about two feet between each child. Spread arms wide on every “whole.” On “big,” have 
children reach up as high as they can.

 He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got a great big plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
He’s got the whole plan for my life. (Spread arms wide.)
God’s got big plans for my life. (Lift arms to heaven.)

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Great Hope” 
(track 5)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Tall King 

What You’ll Do 
Gather the twos, and open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8.

Say: The Bible tells us about a special young man named Saul. God chose Saul to 
be the king of his people. Hold a yellow poster board crown in your hand.

Ask: 
 n  What does a king wear on his head? 

Select a willing child, and ask him or her to stand by the stool. Adjust one of the yellow 
poster board crowns to fit the child’s head, securing it with tape. Place the crown on the 
child’s head. Say: The Bible says that Saul was very tall. He could see out over the 
heads of the people. Can you stand on this stool so that you can see far like Saul? 
Help the child stand on the stool, holding his or her hand. 

Ask: 
 n  What can you see standing up so tall? Encourage the child to name one or two 

things that he or she can see while standing on the stool. 

Say: Saul could probably see many things because he was so tall. All the people 
could see him just as we can see [child’s name] up on the stool. When the people 
saw King Saul, they cheered because they knew Saul was God’s choice. Can we 
cheer for this king? Cheer for the child on the stool.

Let each child take a turn on the stool, giving a crown to each one.

Say: It was God’s plan for Saul to be king. None of us will grow up to be king, but 
whatever plan God has for us is the very best.  GOD’S WAY IS BEST.

A Tall King  
Supplies

Bible
yellow poster board
pen
scissors
tape
small stool
Teacher Pack
paper crown

A Tall King  
Easy Prep

Use the paper crown 
as a pattern to make 
one crown out of 
yellow poster board for 
each child. Save the 
paper crown for use in 
Lesson 9. Place a small 
stool in the center of 
your story area. Use 
a stool that is made 
for children (usually 
plastic or wooden and 
specially designed to 
prevent “tip-overs”).
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Whisper a Plan 

What You’ll Do 
Seat the children around you in a tight circle on the floor. Hold a beanbag in your hand.

Say: God had a plan for Saul. God has a plan for all his children. A plan helps us 
know what to do. Whisper in one child’s ear directions for where to take the beanbag. 
Encourage the child to follow your directions and then be reseated in the circle.

Ask: 
 n  How did [child’s name] know where to take the beanbag? Allow time for 

children to respond. 

Say: [Child’s name] knew where to take the beanbag because I gave a plan. Let each 
child take a turn following your directions. Say: You did such a good job following my 
directions! We can follow God’s directions, too, because  GOD’S WAY IS BEST, 
always. 

Kingly Sparkles

What You’ll Do 
Give each 2-year-old a copy of the “Saul’s Crown” page.

Say: In Bible days a king was treated well. His hair was long and combed. Let’s 
comb this yarn before we put it on Saul. Hold just the ends of all of the strands of yarn 
in your hand, and give each child a turn to run his or her hands through the yarn. Now 
we’ll give Saul some beautiful hair. Put a line of glue at the edges of the crown on 
each child’s handout, and give each child some yarn to add.

A king’s crown was beautiful. Perhaps Saul’s crown sparkled. Let’s make Saul’s 
crown beautiful. Help each child add glitter glue to the crown on the handout. As 
each child finishes, set the handout aside to dry. God picked Saul to be king. It was 
God’s plan for Saul. Saul knew that God’s way was best. God has a plan for you. 
 GOD’S WAY IS BEST for you, too.

Whisper a Plan  
Supplies

beanbag

Kingly Sparkles  
Supplies

brown or black yarn
glue
glitter glue
My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of 
the “Saul’s Crown” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

scissors

Kingly Sparkles  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 7 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book. Cut enough 
5-inch pieces of brown 
or black yarn for each 
child to have several 
strands, and have glue 
and glitter glue on hand.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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! OK
 TO COPY

Y our child learned God’s way is best (from 1 Samuel 8–10). Your child participated in 
one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to 

help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

INFANT 

Whatever God 
Wants You to Be

Lay your baby on your lap.

Say: You don’t live in 
a castle, (“tent” your 
hands above baby’s 
head)

And you’re not a king. 
(Make a crown on baby’s 
head with your hands.)

But you’re a special baby 
(touch baby’s tummy)

With your own song to 
sing! (Sing “La-la-la.”)

You can clap your hands, 
(clap baby’s hands 
together)

And you can kick with 
glee! (Move baby’s feet.)

God’s way is best for 
you. (Touch baby’s 
tummy.)

Be whatever he wants 
you to be! (Clap baby’s 
hands together.)

TODDLER

Obeying Game

Sit on the floor next to 
your toddler.

Say: God wanted Saul 
to obey him. God wants 
us to obey him, too, 
because his way is best. 
God says to love each 
other. I love you. May I 
hug you? Hug your child, 
and encourage him or her 
to hug you. God tells us 
to be full of joy. Can you 
smile and clap to show 
joy? Show a big smile 
and clap. Encourage your 
toddler to do the same. 
You can pantomime 
praying, praising, and 
other activities God asks 
us to do.

God is happy when we 
obey him because God’s 
way is best.

2-YEAR-OLD

Whisper a Plan

Seat your child next to 
you on the floor. Hold a 
beanbag or soft toy.

Say: God had a plan 
for Saul. A plan helps 
us know what to do. 
Whisper in your child’s ear 
directions for where to take 
the beanbag. Encourage 
him or her to follow your 
directions.

How did you know where 
to take the beanbag? 
Allow time for your child to 
respond.

You knew where to take 
the beanbag because 
I gave a plan. You 
did such a good job 
following my directions! 
We can follow God’s 
directions, too, because 
God’s way is best.

The Best Way

Young children will 
come to accept 
whatever happens in 
their homes as the 
best way to do things. 
If a home is warm and 
loving, a child will learn 
to handle life in a warm 
and loving way. If a 
home is conflict-ridden, 
a child will assume 
that the accompanying 
stress is normal, right, 
or even best. It is a 
lifelong gift for families 
to acknowledge the 
wisdom of God’s 
directive to “Make every 
effort to keep the unity 
of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3). 

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Play a game in the pattern of Simon Says, substituting the words “God’s way is…” for “Simon 

says.” For example, say, “God’s way is to hug someone and show love” or “God’s way is to clap 
your hands and praise him.”

  n  Let your child help you make the plan for a day’s activities. Refer to your plan often throughout 
the day. Remind your child that God has a plan for each of us. We want to follow God’s plan for 
our lives because God’s way is best.
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Saul’s Crown

! OK
 TO COPY
Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 8 

Saul Makes a Big  
Mistake 1 Samuel 13:1-14

u Bible Point 
God says don’t worry.

Key Verse
“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that they can give 
their worries to God.

I n healthy children, stress is usually the result of external factors. Research indicates 
that stress produces a hormone that over time can shrink the area of the brain 

responsible for learning. Young children are especially sensitive to the effects of stress. 
But physical contact actually minimizes the damaging effects of stress. God protects 
young children through the caring hands of those who love them.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise 
songs.

CD player, rattle
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Don’t Worry, Be 
Happy
Learn that we 
shouldn’t worry.

mirror, craft stick, tape
Teacher Pack:
“Sad Saul,  
Happy Saul”  
teaching  
picture

Fold the “Sad Saul, Happy 
Saul” teaching picture on 
the dotted line, and tape 
the picture to a craft stick.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Crush Those 
Worries
Crumple paper 
“worries.”

pillowcase, rubber band, 
variety of papers

Fill a pillowcase with 
a variety of crumpled 
papers to make 
interesting sounds. Try 
using cellophane from 
a wrapped package, 
newsprint, foil, and junk 
mail. Close the pillowcase 
with a rubber band.

God Gives 
Happiness
Play a musical game.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing 
With Jesus” page (at the end 
of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 8 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

We Don’t Have to 
Worry
Learn that God 
doesn’t want us to 
worry.

craft stick, tape
Teacher Pack:
“Sad Saul, Happy Saul” 
teaching  
picture

Fold the “Sad Saul, Happy 
Saul” teaching picture on 
the dotted line, and tape the 
picture to a craft stick.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Knock Out the 
Worry
Play a game to see 
that God doesn’t 
want us to worry 
and be sad.

several paper-towel 
tubes, ball, marker

Draw sad faces on several 
paper-towel tubes, and then 
set the paper-towel tubes up 
like bowling pins, staggering 
them in two rows on the floor.

Don’t Be Sad, Just 
Be Glad
Do an action rhyme 
to see that we don’t 
have to worry.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 8 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

We Don’t Need to 
Worry
Discover that God 
doesn’t want us to 
worry.

Bible, craft stick, tape
Teacher Pack:
“Sad Saul, Happy Saul” 
teaching 
picture

Fold the “Sad Saul, 
Happy Saul” teaching 
picture on the dotted 
line, and tape the 
picture to a craft stick.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Toss Out the Worries
Find sad faces and 
throw them away.

1 or 2 ping-pong balls per 
child, permanent marker, 2 
baskets

Gather two baskets and 
enough ping-pong balls 
for each child to have 
one or two. Draw happy 
faces on half the balls 
and sad faces on the 
other half.

Turn a Frown Upside 
Down
Manipulate a mouth 
to show happy and 
sad.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the “Turn 
a Frown Upside Down” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson), 1 Velcro self-stick 
circle per child, scissors

Remove the Lesson 8 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book, and cut out the 
mouth shape from each 
handout.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Saul Makes a Big Mistake
1 Samuel 13:1-14

Worried Saul Takes Action, 
Disobeys Samuel 

As the Israelite army gathered to prepare for a 
counterattack by the Philistines, they began to fear, 
thinking of the thousands of chariots, horses, and 
soldiers the Philistines could muster. And as some of 
the Israelite soldiers began to desert, Saul panicked. 
Samuel had told Saul to wait seven days for him to 
arrive at Gilgal before taking action (1 Samuel 10:8). 
Samuel wanted to offer sacrifices to God and prepare 
the army spiritually for the battle that was to come. 

In his fear and anxiety, Saul overstepped his authority 
and proceeded with the sacrifices without Samuel. 
Saul was king, but he was not God’s appointed 
spiritual leader. Saul’s impatient actions demonstrated 
at least two flaws: He trusted his army more than he 
trusted God, and he thought performing a ritual could 
take the place of genuine faith.

Saul’s Disobedience Costs  
Him the Throne  

Saul could have prayed to God at any time, seeking 
God’s guidance and protection. He could have 
expressed his fears to God and asked for confidence 
to proceed at the proper time. Instead, he disobeyed 
a command of God that had come through Samuel, 
and he took matters into his own hands because of 
his lack of faith. 

The punishment for Saul’s offense was severe: Saul’s 
descendants would not inherit the throne of Israel. 
God had allowed Israel to have a king, but he wanted 
that king to honor and follow him. Saul sacrificed 
his dynasty through his willful disobedience. He was 
more concerned with consolidating his power and 
pacifying his people than with obeying God. Had Saul 
confessed his worries to God and trusted God to take 
care of him and win the battle for Israel, things may 
have been different. However, it’s impossible to know 

if Saul’s lack of faith and tendency toward fear would 
have emerged later even if he had waited for Samuel.

The Jesus Connection

It’s easy to get worried and fearful when things don’t 
look like they’re going our way, but because we have 
Jesus in our lives, we don’t need to be afraid!

How well does your life demonstrate the faith you 
have? In what areas does your trust fall short? Pray 
that you’ll show trust in your actions. You can write 
your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the 
Boat Ashore” anytime during the lesson. Play the song as you shake a rattle in a baby’s 
line of vision.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “God Takes Our Worries Away” (not on CD) to the tune of “John Jacob 
Jingleheimer Schmidt” anytime during the lesson. Bounce a baby on your lap as you 
sing.

 God takes our worries away.
He is in charge!
Whenever we have doubt,
We can trust and shout,
“We know God takes our worries away!”

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
rattle

Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Don’t Worry, Be Happy 

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap, and let baby look into a hand-held mirror.

Say: Look at this baby in the mirror. Can you smile at the baby? Turn baby to face 
you, and smile at the baby. I am smiling because I am happy. God makes me happy. 
Tickle baby. You can be happy in God, too. Make a sad face. We don’t have to worry 
and be sad. Smile and hug baby. We can be happy because God is in control.

Show baby the “Sad Saul” side of the teaching picture.

Say: Poor sad Saul! He was too worried to trust God. God wanted him to be happy. 
Show “Happy Saul.”  GOD SAYS “DON’T WORRY! Trust me.”

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Crush Those Worries 

What You’ll Do 
Place the “worry bag” you made earlier on the floor in front of a baby. Let baby squeeze 
and squish it. As baby plays, sing this song to the tune of “Alouette” (not on CD):

 Crush those worries; you can crush those worries.
Crush those worries; give your cares to God.
Don’t you worry day or night; trust God, things will be all right!
God’s Word says, “Faith, not sight.” Oh!
Crush those worries; you can crush those worries.
Crush those worries; give your cares to God.

Say: The Bible tells us that  GOD SAYS DON’T WORRY.

Don’t Worry, Be Happy  
Supplies

mirror
craft stick
tape
Teacher Pack
“Sad Saul, Happy Saul” 
teaching picture

Don’t Worry, Be Happy 
Easy Prep

Fold the “Sad Saul, 
Happy Saul” teaching 
picture on the dotted 
line, and tape the 
picture to a craft stick.

Crush Those Worries  
Supplies

pillowcase
rubber band
variety of papers

Crush Those Worries
Easy Prep

Fill a pillowcase with 
a variety of crumpled 
papers to make 
interesting sounds. Try 
using cellophane from 
a wrapped package, 
newsprint, foil, and 
junk mail. Close the 
pillowcase with a 
rubber band. 
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God Gives Happiness

What You’ll Do 
Place a baby on his or her back in front of you. Walk your fingers from baby’s toes to 
forehead as you sing each line of the following song to the tune of “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb” (not on CD). Pretend to wipe the baby’s forehead on the word “whew.”

 Smiles, laughs, grins, and giggles—whew!
Giggles—whew! Giggles—whew!
Smiles, laughs, grins, and giggles—whew!
Chase all worries away!

Say:  GOD SAYS DON’T WORRY! He gives us love, joy, peace, and patience—
things that make us smile, laugh, grin, and giggle. Gently tickle baby’s tummy.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 8 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Hold hands with a toddler during the song, and sway from 
side to side.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Takes Our Worries Away” (not on CD) to the tune “John Jacob Jingleheimer 
Schmidt” anytime during the lesson. When singing, throw your arms to the side on 
“away,” and raise your hands on “shout.”

 God takes our worries away.
He is in charge!
Whenever we have doubt,
We can trust and shout,
“We know God takes our worries away!”

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

We Don’t Have to Worry 

What You’ll Do 
Invite two toddlers to sit with you on the floor. Show them the happy side of the teaching 
picture.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)

We Don’t Have to 
Worry 
Supplies

craft stick
tape
Teacher Pack
“Sad Saul, Happy Saul” 
teaching picture

We Don’t Have to 
Worry 
Easy Prep

Fold the “Sad Saul, 
Happy Saul” teaching 
picture on the dotted 
line, and tape the 
picture to a craft stick.
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Ask: 
 n  Can you make a happy face like this? Smile at the toddlers, and encourage 

them to smile with you. 

Say: God wants us to be happy. Show the sad face.

Ask:
 n  Can you make a sad face like this? Frown at the toddlers, and encourage them 

to frown, too. 

Say: This is poor, sad Saul. Sad Saul felt worried. God doesn’t want us to worry and 
be sad. God wanted Saul to do the right thing. Show the happy face again. Smile at 
the toddlers. Let’s smile and be happy.

Say: God doesn’t want us to worry. God is in charge, and he wants us to be happy. 
 GOD SAYS, DON’T WORRY.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Knock Out the Worry 

What You’ll Do 
Have a toddler stand about three feet away from the tubes.

Say: God doesn’t want us to worry and be sad. Let’s knock down these sad, 
worried faces. Give a ball to a toddler, and let him or her “bowl” the ball into the tubes. 
(The larger the ball, the easier it will be for the child to knock down the paper-towel 
tubes.) As the child rolls the ball, shout: Don’t worry! Set the tubes back up, and let the 
child play again. Say:  GOD SAYS DON’T WORRY.

Don’t Be Sad, Just Be Glad

What You’ll Do 
Sing or say the following action rhyme with a toddler to the tune of “Where Is 
Thumbkin?” (not on CD). Begin with your hands behind your back.

 Why are you sad? Why are you sad? (Bring out one hand at a time while 
frowning.)

You have God. You have God. (Smile, and point upward.)
God is with us always. (Hug self.)

Knock Out the Worry 
Supplies

several paper-towel 
tubes

ball
marker

Knock Out the Worry 
Easy Prep

Draw sad faces on 
several paper-towel 
tubes, and then set 
the paper-towel tubes 
up like bowling pins, 
staggering them in two 
rows on the floor.
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We don’t have to worry. (Shake head from side to side.)
Don’t be sad. Just be glad! (Shake head; then smile and clap.)

Say:  GOD SAYS DON’T WORRY!

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children form a circle and 
march clockwise as the song plays.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Takes Our Worries Away” (not on CD) to the tune of “John Jacob 
Jingleheimer Schmidt” anytime during the lesson. When singing, crisscross arms back 
and forth in front of your body. Shake your head on the word “doubt,” and shout out the 
word “shout.”

 God takes our worries away.
He is in charge!
Whenever we have doubt,
We can trust and shout,
“We know God takes our worries away!”

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 8 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

We Don’t Need to Worry 

What You’ll Do 
Gather the twos, and open your Bible to 1 Samuel 13.

Ask: 
 n  Can you show me a happy face? Can you show me a sad face?

Show the “Happy Saul” side of the teaching picture.

Say: This is Saul. When he trusted God, he was happy. Show the “Sad Saul” side of the 
teaching picture. When Saul worried and didn’t trust God, he was sad.

I’m going to tell you a story from the Bible about Saul. When I show you Saul’s happy 
face, smile and look happy. When I show you Saul’s sad face, frown and look sad.

Saul was a king. God chose him. (Show the happy face.)
Saul trusted God and won many battles. (Show the happy face.)
Saul gathered many men to fight the Philistines. (Show the happy face.)
The Philistines gathered even more men than Saul did. (Show the sad face.)
Saul’s men became afraid and hid. (Show the sad face.)
Saul was worried, and he didn’t trust God. (Show the sad face.)
But God had a plan. (Show the happy face.)
Saul could have trusted God. He wouldn’t have been so worried. (Show the sad 

face.)
We can trust God and be happy, (show the happy face)
Or we can worry and feel sad. (Show the sad face.)

Show me the face that you want to have!  GOD SAYS DON’T WORRY.

Pray: God, we know you tell us not to worry. Help us trust you and be glad. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

We Don’t Need to 
Worry  
Supplies

Bible
craft stick
tape
Teacher Pack
“Sad Saul, Happy Saul” 
teaching picture

We Don’t Need to 
Worry 
Easy Prep

Fold the “Sad Saul, 
Happy Saul” teaching 
picture on the dotted 
line, and tape the 
picture to a craft stick.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Toss Out the Worries 

What You’ll Do 
Place the two baskets in the center of the room. Hide the ping-pong balls around the 
room in plain view of the 2-year-olds.

Say: I need you to help me find some ping-pong balls. When you find a ball, put 
it in this basket. Point to one of the baskets. Let the twos hunt for the balls. When all 
the balls have been found, seat the children on the floor in front of the basket with the 
balls in it.

Some of these balls have happy faces, and some have sad faces. We don’t want 
to keep the worried, sad faces. Let’s take out the worried, sad faces and throw 
them away. Let children take turns taking a ball out of the basket. If the ball has a 
happy face, say: This is a happy face. God wants us to be happy. Let’s keep this 
ball. Keep the happy-faced balls in the basket. If a child takes out a sad-faced ball, 
say: This is a sad face. God doesn’t want us to worry and be sad. Let’s throw 
this ball away. Let the child throw the sad-faced ball into the empty basket. When all 
of the sad-faced balls have been removed from the first basket and thrown into the 
second basket, say: God doesn’t want us to worry and be sad. He wants us to be 
happy. Let’s save these balls and make them happy. Remove the sad balls from 
the basket, and draw happy faces on the other side of them.  GOD SAYS DON’T 
WORRY.

Turn a Frown Upside Down 

What You’ll Do 
Work with two or three children at a time. Help each child attach the gripper side of a Velcro 
self-stick circle to the area below Saul’s nose in the picture. Help children attach the soft 
part of the Velcro circle to the back of the mouth you cut out earlier.

Say: Saul worried and didn’t trust God. 

Ask:
        n  How do you think he felt? Wait for the children to respond. Then show them 

how to attach the mouth upside down to make a frown on Saul’s face.
 n  When Saul trusted God, how did he feel? Wait for children to respond. Then let 

the children turn the frowning mouth around into a smile. 

Say: We don’t have to worry; we can be happy and trust in God.  GOD SAYS DON’T 
WORRY.

Toss Out the Worries  
Supplies

1 or 2 ping-pong balls 
per child

permanent marker
2 baskets

Toss Out the Worries  
Easy Prep

Gather two baskets and 
enough ping-pong balls 
for each child to have 
one or two. Draw happy 
faces on half the balls 
and sad faces on the 
other half.

Turn a Frown Upside 
Down  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Turn a Frown Upside 
Down” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

1 Velcro self-stick circle 
per child

scissors

Turn a Frown Upside 
Down 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 8 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book, and cut out the 
mouth shape from each 
handout.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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 TO COPY

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Y   our child learned God says don’t worry (from 1 Samuel 13:1-14). Your child 
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with 

your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Snuggle 
Breaks

While young children 
don’t worry in the same 
way adults do, they are 
still affected by stress. 
Research indicates 
that stress produces a 
hormone that over time 
can shrink the area of 
the brain responsible 
for learning. But there’s 
good news! Physical 
contact minimizes 
the damaging effects 
of stress on young 
children, so plan for 
frequent snuggle breaks 
as your child grows.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Make instant pudding with your child. When the pudding is ready, let your child finger-paint with 

it on wax paper. Trace a sad face, and let your child smear it away. Then trace a happy face. 
Remind your child that God says, “Don’t worry.”

 n  Use licorice ropes to make smiles. Remind your child that he or she doesn’t have to worry about 
anything.

INFANT 

God Gives 
Happiness

Place your baby on his or 
her back in front of you. 
Walk your fingers from 
baby’s toes to forehead 
as you sing each line of 
the following song to the 
tune of “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb.” Pretend to wipe 
the baby’s forehead on the 
word “whew.”

Smiles, laughs, grins, 
and giggles—whew!

Giggles—whew! 
Giggles—whew!

Smiles, laughs, grins, 
and giggles—whew!

Chase all worries away!

Say: God says, “Don’t 
worry!” He gives us 
love, joy, peace, and 
patience—things that 
make us smile, laugh, 
grin, and giggle. Gently 
tickle baby’s tummy.

TODDLER

Don’t Be Sad, Just 
Be Glad!

Sing or say the following 
action rhyme with your 
toddler to the tune of 
“Where Is Thumbkin?” 
Begin with your hands 
behind your back.

Why are you sad? Why 
are you sad? (Bring out 
one hand at a time while 
frowning.)

You have God. You have 
God. (Smile, and point 
upward.)

God is with us always. 
(Hug self.)

We don’t have to worry. 
(Shake head from side to 
side.)

Don’t be sad. Just be 
glad! (Shake head; then 
smile and clap.)

2-YEAR-OLD

Turn a Frown 
Upside Down

If your child hasn’t already 
done so, help him or her 
attach the gripper side of 
a Velcro self-stick circle 
to the area below Saul’s 
nose in the “Turn a Frown 
Upside Down” handout. 
Attach the soft part of the 
Velcro circle to the back of 
the mouth.

Say: Saul worried and 
didn’t trust God. How do 
you think he felt? Wait 
for your child to respond, 
and then show him or her 
how to attach the mouth 
upside down to make a 
frown on Saul’s face.

When Saul trusted God, 
how did he feel? Wait 
for your child to respond, 
and let him or her turn the 
frowning mouth around 
to be a smile. We don’t 
have to worry; we can be 
happy and trust in God. 
God says don’t worry.
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Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 9 

God Chooses David to  
Replace Saul 1 Samuel 16:1-13

u Bible Point 
God doesn’t care how 
we look.

Key Verse
“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that God doesn’t 
care about outside 
appearances but 
instead looks at the 
heart.

B y the time babies are a year old, they have already developed a sense of their own 
appearance. Parents whose children have suffered a disfiguring accident tell stories 

about how their children’s interactions with outsiders change and how children respond 
by withdrawing. While we can’t entirely shelter children from societal pressures related 
to appearance, we can emphasize that God values what’s in the heart above all else.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player, rattle
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

God Chose a New King
Hear a rhyme about the Bible 
story.

Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Adjust the paper 
crown to fit an infant.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

A Bunch of Babies
Look at babies with different 
physical characteristics.

Teacher Pack: “Baby 
Face” teaching picture

Mirror, Mirror, Look at Me!
Participate in an 
action rhyme while 
looking in a mirror.

mirror

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Sing or listen to praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

David Is the New King
Hear a rhyme, and wear 
a crown.

Teacher Pack: paper 
crown

Adjust the size of the paper 
crown to fit a toddler’s 
head.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

A Rainbow of Kids
Look at pictures of 
babies and identify 
them by their physical 
characteristics.

Teacher Pack: “Baby 
Face” teaching picture

My Heart
Fill in a heart with 
powdered gelatin for a 
sensory experience.

1 copy per child of the 
“My Heart” page (at the 
end of the lesson), glue 
stick, empty saltshaker, 
strawberry gelatin 
powder

Fill a clean saltshaker with 
strawberry gelatin powder. 
(Because strawberry 
gelatin powder can be 
messy and might stain 
clothes, you may wish 
to provide paint shirts or 
smocks for children to 
wear.)  

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their 
“Growing With Jesus” 
pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON
WHAT CHILDREN 

DO
SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

David Is God’s 
Chosen King
Do an action-rhyme 
Bible story.

scissors, tape
Teacher Pack: “David 
and His Brothers” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Cut out the Samuel figure 
as well as the crown from 
the Big Bible Poster Pack. 
Hang the poster on a wall 
close to your story-time 
area, and set the cutout 
figures near the poster.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

The Lord Looks at 
My Heart
Sing a song, and 
pass a heart.

1 large sheet of red 
construction paper, 
scissors

Cut a large heart from red 
construction paper.

Inside Is What 
Counts
Play a game, and 
do large motor 
movements.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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God Chooses David to Replace Saul
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Israel at War 

First Samuel 14–15 describes Israelite victories under 
the leadership of Saul and his son, Jonathan. The 
Philistines were routed (1 Samuel 14:22, 31). Saul then 
fought and won against enemies on every side, freeing 
Israel from the oppression it had been under (1 Samuel 
14:47-48). But Saul again made a big mistake. God 
directed Saul to attack the Amalekites and to destroy 
them because the Amalekites had resisted the Israelites 
when they came from Egypt toward the Promised Land 
(1 Samuel 15:1-3). The Amalekites were known for 
attacking defenseless villages in Israel, killing people, 
and taking everything—leaving those left alive without 
food. God wanted Israel to avenge the Amalekites’ 
cruelty and to destroy them entirely. 

Saul Again Disobeys God  

Instead of wiping out everything, Saul spared the king’s 
life and kept the best of the sheep and cattle. Once 
again, Saul disobeyed a direct command from God, 
doing what he thought would be most profitable for 
himself. As a result, God decided it was time to select 
another king. 

God again directed Samuel to the one who would 
be king of Israel. Samuel did what God told him to 
do and found himself looking over Jesse’s sons for 
the one who would replace Saul. Even Samuel was 
apparently expecting someone strong and tall, as Saul 
had been, but God had other plans. His statement 
should echo in our minds today: “Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” 
(1 Samuel 16:7).

God Leads Samuel  
to Young David  

Apparently, David didn’t look very kingly at this point in 
his life. The evidence suggests that he may have been 

only about 12 when he was anointed by Samuel to be 
the next king. However, he had apparently developed in 
strength and courage as he tended his father’s sheep. 
The fact that God chose David after emphasizing the 
importance of his heart tells us that David’s heart must 
have been right before God.

The Jesus Connection

Jesus isn’t most concerned that we look like “good” 
Christians—appearance really doesn’t much matter. 

God has done so much for us! Seek daily to keep your 
heart focused on God. Ask God to help you have a 
heart that seeks him. You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the 
Boat Ashore” anytime during the lesson. Play the song as you shake a rattle in a baby’s 
line of vision.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “The Lord Looks” (not on CD) to the tune of “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 
anytime during the lesson. Sing it as a lullaby to calm a fussy baby.

 The Lord looks at the heart.
God looks inside of me and you.
The Lord looks at the heart.
God wants a heart that’s always true.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
rattle
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God Chose a New King

What You’ll Do 
As you say the rhyme to an infant sitting next to you on the floor, place the crown on his 
or her head when indicated in the parentheses.

Say: God chose a new king, a ruler over all.
David would be the new king. He got the crown of Saul. (Place crown on baby’s 

head.)
David was just a young man, a bit older than you.
But David’s heart pleased God, and you can please God, too. 

 GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

A Bunch of Babies   

What You’ll Do 
Talk to a baby about the pictures in the teaching picture, pointing out various physical 
features of each baby.

Say: Look at this baby. This baby has brown eyes. God loves babies with brown 
eyes. Look at this baby. This baby has blue eyes. God loves babies with blue eyes. 
This baby has long hair. God loves babies with long hair. This baby is bald. God 
loves bald babies. This baby is dirty. God loves dirty babies. God loves you with 
your [describe a feature of the baby].  GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK! He 
just loves us all.

God Chose a New King 
Supplies

Teacher Pack
paper crown

God Chose a New King 
Easy Prep

Adjust the paper crown 
to fit an infant.

A Bunch of Babies 
Supplies

Teacher Pack
“Baby Face” teaching 
picture
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Mirror, Mirror, Look at Me! 

What You’ll Do 
Seat baby in front of a mirror so he or she can watch as you do the accompanying 
motions together.

Say: God doesn’t care if you have long hair. (Play with baby’s hair.)
God doesn’t care if your hair’s barely there! (Play with baby’s hair.)
God doesn’t care what we look like.
God looks at our hearts, that’s right! (Pat baby’s chest above his or her heart.)
God doesn’t care if your face is round or small. (With your fingertips, trace a circle 

around baby’s face.)
God doesn’t care if you’re short or tall. (Touch baby’s legs, and then pull him or her 

gently to a standing position.)
God doesn’t care what we look like.
God looks at our hearts, that’s right! (Pat baby’s chest above his or her heart.)

 GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Hold hands with a toddler during the song, and sway from 
side to side.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

Mirror, Mirror, Look 
at Me! 
Supplies

mirror

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)
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For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “The Lord Looks” (not on CD) to the tune of “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” anytime 
during the lesson. During the song, stand a toddler on your feet. (You may want to 
remove your shoes as well as the toddler’s.) Set the toddler’s back against your legs, 
and hold on to his or her hands. Walk slowly as you sing the song. Each time you sing 
the word “heart,” bring both of the toddler’s hands to his or her heart.

 The Lord looks at the heart.
God looks inside of me and you.
The Lord looks at the heart.
God wants a heart that’s always true.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

David Is the New King 

What You’ll Do 
Place the crown on your head. In the following rhyme, each time you say the word 
“man” or “king,” move the crown back and forth between your head and the toddler’s 
head.

Say: God spoke to Samuel. He said, “I’ve chosen a man,
A man whose name is David, and now I have a plan.
David will be the new king, a ruler over all.
David will be the new king. He’ll replace old King Saul.”

 GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK.

David Is the New King 
Supplies

Teacher Pack
paper crown

David Is the New King 
Easy Prep

Adjust the size of the 
paper crown to fit a 
toddler’s head.
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. 3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

A Rainbow of Kids 

What You’ll Do 
Place the teaching picture on the floor near a toddler.

Ask: 
 n   Where’s the baby with no hair? Give the toddler a chance to point to the 

picture. God loves babies with no hair. 
 n Where’s the baby who’s dirty? God loves babies with dirty faces. 
 n Where’s a baby who’s happy? God loves happy babies. 

Continue asking the toddler to identify baby pictures by specific characteristics, and 
reinforce that God loves each of the selected babies.

Say: We can tell some things about babies by looking at their pictures, but God 
knows all about every baby.  GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK. He loves us 
all the same.

My Heart 

What You’ll Do 
Give each toddler a copy of the “My Heart” page. For this lesson, don’t use the handout 
in the My Bible Snuggles student book so parents will have a clean copy of the handout 
to use with their children at home. If you’re not using the student book, make an extra 
copy of the handout for each toddler to use at home.

Working with one child at a time, use a glue stick to fill in the inside of the heart on the 
handout. Then let the child shake the strawberry powder onto the heart. Remind the 
child that  GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK on the outside but looks inside at 
our hearts.

A Rainbow of Kids 
Supplies

Teacher Pack
“Baby Face” teaching 
picture

My Heart  
Supplies

1 copy per child of the 
“My Heart” page (at 
the end of the lesson)

glue stick
empty saltshaker
strawberry gelatin 
powder

My Heart 
Easy Prep

Fill a clean saltshaker 
with strawberry gelatin 
powder. (Because 
strawberry gelatin 
powder can be messy 
and might stain clothes, 
you may wish to provide 
paint shirts or smocks 
for children to wear.)

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children form a circle and 
march clockwise as the song plays.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “The Lord Looks” (not on CD) to the tune of “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” anytime 
during the lesson. When you sing, have the children sit in a circle. Each time they sing 
the word “heart,” have them pat their chests above their hearts. Have children point to 
themselves on the word “me” and point to a friend on the word “you.”

 The Lord looks at the heart.
God looks inside of me and you.
The Lord looks at the heart.
God wants a heart that’s always true.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

David Is God’s Chosen King

What You’ll Do 
Gather several 2-year-olds to stand near the “David and His Brothers” poster. Say the 
following rhyme, and encourage the children to do the motions with you:

Say: God spoke to Samuel. He said, “I’ve chosen a man. (Cup hand behind ear.)
This is a very special man, and now I have a plan. (Stand up very straight and tall.)
Go now to Bethlehem, and you will find him there. (Pretend to walk in place.)
Don’t worry about his face or the color of his hair. (Pat face on the word “face,” and 

touch hair on the word “hair.”)
I don’t care how he looks or if he’s really smart. (Shrug shoulders on the words “don’t 

care,” and tap temple on the word “smart.”)
I’ve chosen from the inside first, for I look at the heart.” (Pat chest above heart.)
Samuel went to Bethlehem and found God’s chosen one. (Pretend to walk in place.)
He found the new king tending sheep. He was Jesse’s youngest son. (Pause at the 

word “sheep” and say “baa.”)
David was God’s chosen king to rule his people all. (Pretend to put a crown on head.)
David was the new king to replace the old king, Saul. (Pretend to put a crown on 

head.)

Give the paper crown from the “David and His Brothers” poster to one child, and point to 
the poster.

Ask: 
 n  Can you point to which brother is the smallest?

Say: That’s right, and that smallest brother is David. He is the new king! Can you hold 
the crown over his head?

Have the first child give the crown to one of the other 2-year-olds. Continue until each child 
has had a turn.

Say: David was young, but God saw his heart. God didn’t care what David looked like. 
God chose David because he knew David would serve him well.  GOD DOESN’T 
CARE HOW WE LOOK.

Pray: Thank you, God, for looking at our hearts. Help our hearts make you glad. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

David Is God’s Chosen  
King
Supplies

scissors
tape
Teacher Pack
“David and His 
Brothers” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster 
Pack)

David Is God’s Chosen 
King 
Easy Prep

Cut out the Samuel 
figure as well as the 
crown from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack. Hang 
the poster on a wall 
close to your story-time 
area, and set the cutout 
figures near the poster.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

The Lord Looks at My Heart 

What You’ll Do 
Have the 2-year-olds join you in a circle. Choose a person to be the “Looker” and to 
stand in the middle. As you sing the following song to the tune of “The Farmer in the 
Dell” (not on CD), pass the heart around the circle. Encourage the child in the middle 
to watch the heart as it is passed around, reminding the child that  GOD DOESN’T 
CARE HOW WE LOOK. Instead God looks at the heart. When the song ends, the 
Looker may tell the name of the child holding the heart. Then the child holding the heart 
takes a turn in the middle. Play until everyone has had a chance to be the Looker.

 The Lord looks at my heart.
The Lord looks at your heart.
God looks down inside of us.
The Lord looks at our hearts.

Inside Is What Counts

What You’ll Do 
Play this version of Simon Says to remind children that outward appearances are 
not important to God. Call out various physical characteristics and motions to fit the 
descriptions of your 2-year-olds. Use the following example:

Say: If you have long hair, jump up and down. Pause, and help the children follow this 
direction. God loves children with long hair.

If you have short hair, clap your hands. Pause, and help the children follow this direction. 
God loves children with short hair.

Play this game using many of the children’s attributes.

Say:  GOD DOESN’T CARE HOW WE LOOK. He doesn’t care about our hair or the 
color of our eyes or the color of our skin. God looks at our hearts.

The Lord Looks at My 
Heart  
Supplies

1 large sheet of red 
construction paper

scissors

The Lord Looks at My 
Heart 
Easy Prep

Cut a large heart from 
red construction paper.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.
 

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 9 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Y      our child learned God doesn’t care how we look (from 1 Samuel 16:1-13). Your child 
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with 

your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

INFANT 

Mirror, Mirror, 
Look at Me!

Seat your baby in front 
of a mirror so he or she 
can watch as you act out 
motions while saying this 
rhyme. 

Say: God doesn’t care if 
you have long hair.

God doesn’t care if your 
hair’s barely there! 

God doesn’t care what 
we look like.

God looks at our hearts, 
that’s right!

God doesn’t care if your 
face is round or small.

God doesn’t care if 
you’re short or tall.

God doesn’t care what 
we look like.

God looks at our hearts, 
that’s right!

TODDLER

My Heart

Fill a clean saltshaker with 
strawberry gelatin powder. 
Working with your child, 
use a glue stick to fill in 
the inside of the heart on 
the “My Heart” handout. 
Then let your child shake 
the strawberry powder 
onto the heart. Remind 
him or her that God 
doesn’t care how we look 
on the outside. Instead he 
looks inside at our hearts.

2-YEAR-OLD

Inside Is What 
Counts

Play a version of Simon 
Says. Call out various 
physical characteristics and 
motions to fit your 2-year-
old’s description, following 
the example below:

Say: If you have long hair, 
jump up and down. Pause, 
and help your child follow 
this direction. God loves 
children with long hair.

If you have small hands, 
clap your hands. Pause, 
and help your child follow 
this direction. God loves 
children with small hands.

Play this game using many 
of your child’s attributes.

God doesn’t care how we 
look. God looks at our 
hearts.

A Beautiful 
Baby—Inside 
and Out

Every baby is physically 
beautiful, especially 
to his or her own 
parents. Parents are 
the ones who have the 
first opportunity to see 
the inner beauty their 
children are developing 
as well. Take every 
opportunity to point out 
and affirm your child’s 
character growth. The 
internal strength this 
develops will help your 
child stand confident 
in the face of other 
insecurities he or she 
may one day face.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Look through a photo album with your child. Describe an inner attribute of one of the people in a 

photo. For example, say, “Someone in this picture loved a puppy named Spot.” Have your child 
try to guess who it is by appearance. Point out that God knew that fact about the person because 
God sees what’s inside.

  n  Say this prayer at bedtime so that your child can see you talk to God, too: “Dear God, thank you 
for looking at my heart and seeing inside me. I’m glad my heart—and not what others see—is 
important to you. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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Lesson 10

David Defeats Goliath 
1 Samuel 17:1-50

u Bible Point 
God can help you do 
great things.

Key Verse
“Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that God can help 
them do important 
things.

T oddlers are beginning to experience their own personal power as they learn that 
they are separate from their parents. It will be years before they learn that real power 

doesn’t come from being independent but rather comes from total dependence on God, 
who is far greater than we are. In the meantime, David’s story helps children understand 
that little people can conquer the biggest challenges with the help of a mighty God. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player, rattle
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Touchstone
Feel rocks, and hear the 
story of David.

4 or 5 rocks at least 2 
inches in diameter

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Water Play
Splash their hands in a pan 
of water and find “stones.”

shallow pan, water, 3 or 
4 oranges

Fill a shallow pan with 
water, place several 
oranges in it, and set 
aside.

Great Things
Experience an action verse 
that shows them God can 
use them to do great things.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Sing or listen to praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Tall Tale
Explore a giant figure 
of Goliath, and make it 
disappear.

poster tack
Teacher Pack: “Grisly 
Goliath” poster Place the “Grisly Goliath” 

poster on a wall, low enough 
for kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top to 
make it easy to remove 
without ripping it.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

The Harder They Fall
Throw paper “rocks” at 
Goliath.

poster tack, 
newspaper, laundry 
basket
Teacher Pack: “Grisly 
Goliath” poster

Place the “Grisly Goliath” 
poster on a wall, low enough 
for kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top to 
make it easy to remove 
without ripping it. Crumple 
newspaper into balls, and put 
them in a laundry basket.  

Rock Art
Add “rocks” to pictures 
of David’s sling.

1 copy per child of 
the “David’s Sling” 
page (at the end of 
the lesson), round 
crackers, glue

Set out some round 
crackers.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Sing or listen to 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Giant-Sized 
Adventure
Hear the story of 
David and Goliath, 
and pretend to gather 
stones from a stream.

poster tack, shallow 
pan, water, several 
rocks, newspaper
Teacher Pack:
“Grisly Goliath” poster

Place the “Grisly Goliath” 
poster on a wall, low enough 
for kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top to 
make it easy to remove 
without ripping it. Crumple 
newspaper into balls, and set 
them aside. Set out a shallow 
pan of water with several 
rocks in it across the room 
from the poster on the wall.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

A Little Stream
Make pictures of the 
stream that David 
gathered stones from.

1 sheet of green 
construction paper per 
child, several sheets 
of blue construction 
paper, glue, scissors, 
marker
Teacher Pack: “Heart/
Fish/Stone” stickers

Cut blue construction paper 
into 3-inch squares. Each 
child will need several. 
Use a marker to draw two 
wavy parallel lines, 3 inches 
apart, on a sheet of green 
construction paper. The 
wavy lines will be the banks 
of a stream. Prepare one 
sheet of green paper for 
each child. You’ll use the 
fish and stone stickers for 
this activity; save the heart 
stickers for Lesson 13.

Repeat After Me
Participate in an 
action rhyme to 
review the story.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Lesson 10

David Defeats Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-50

David Enters Saul’s Court

When David was asked to play the harp to soothe 
Saul’s troubled spirit (1 Samuel 16:23), Saul was 
completely unaware that David was to replace him as 
king. David served Saul faithfully, and Saul liked him 
so much that the king made David one of his armor 
bearers. This exposure to the workings of leading a 
nation was likely a great training experience for David, 
even though Saul had no idea he was training his 
replacement! 

In reading the story of David and Goliath, it may seem 
strange that two armies would occupy hills opposite 
each other and wait for 40 days without attacking. 
However, if either army rushed down its hill and across 
the valley and then tried to rush up the other hill to 
attack, that army would likely suffer tremendous 
casualties. So each army waited for the other to attack 
first. 

In ancient times, when “champions” such as Goliath 
were designated to fight as representatives of their 
armies, the outcome of the entire battle was to rest 
on that one fight. However, the results of that fight 
were thought to be controlled more by the gods of the 
warriors than by the strength or cunning of the warriors 
themselves. Saul apparently wasn’t confident enough 
in his God to face Goliath. Fortunately, David was! 

David’s Faith in God  
Carries the Day  

We tend to think of the “five smooth stones” as pebbles, 
maybe as big around as a quarter. However, each one 
was probably bigger than a baseball. The impact of such 
a stone, which could be slung at a speed of about 100 
miles per hour by someone skilled with a sling, would 
definitely be sufficient to kill a man. 

The mighty Saul, who stood a head taller than the other 
Israelites, was afraid to fight Goliath. But David, who was 

probably only 17 or 18 years old at the time, knew that 
God was with the Israelites and that God would defeat 
Goliath. 

The Jesus Connection

No matter who we are, when Jesus is our friend and 
our lives are devoted to following him, he can do 
exciting things through us. 

When have you done something for God that you 
didn’t feel qualified to do? What great things might 
God be waiting to do through you? Thank God for the 
chances given to you to do great things for God. You 
can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the 
Boat Ashore” anytime during the lesson. Play it as you shake a rattle in a baby’s line of 
vision.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing or listen to “God Uses Little Kids” (not on CD) to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me” 
anytime during the lesson. Sing it as a calming song for fussy babies.

 God can use someone like me,
Even though I’m small, you see.
Little kids can love God, too,
And serve the Lord with all we do.

God uses kids! God uses kids!
God uses kids—little kids like me.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Touchstone 

What You’ll Do 
Let a baby feel the rocks you gathered earlier.

Say: Rocks feel hard and rough. God helped David throw a rock to help his friends. 
We don’t throw rocks, but God can help you do other great things. God loves you, 
and  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
rattle
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)

Touchstone 
Supplies

4 or 5 rocks at least 2 
inches in diameter
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Water Play   

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby near the pan of water. While supervising closely, let the infant splash his or 
her hands in the water. Help the baby find an orange.

Say: Look what you found! A boy named David found stones in a stream. David 
used the stones to help God’s people.  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT 
THINGS, too.

Great Things

What You’ll Do 
Say the following words, and help a baby do the motions in parentheses:

Say: God can use your hands. (Touch baby’s hands.)
God can use your feet. (Move baby’s legs back and forth.)
God can use your eyes. (Point to baby’s eyes.)
It should come as no surprise. (Help baby shake head “no.”)
It should make you want to dance. (Wiggle baby’s feet.)
It should make you want to sing. (Touch baby’s mouth.)
 GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS! (Raise baby’s arms, and cheer.)

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Water Play 
Supplies

shallow pan
water
3 or 4 oranges

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
 
Water Play 
Easy Prep

Fill a shallow pan with 
water, place several 
oranges in it, and set 
aside.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Hold hands with a toddler during the song, and sway from 
side to side.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Uses Little Kids” (not on CD) to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me” anytime during 
the lesson. During the song, show toddlers how to march in place, taking high steps.

 God can use someone like me,
Even though I’m small, you see.
Little kids can love God, too,
And serve the Lord with all we do.

God uses kids! God uses kids!
God uses kids—little kids like me.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Tall Tale 

What You’ll Do 
Say: This is Goliath. He is a big, tall giant. He wanted to hurt God’s people. 
Everyone was afraid of mean Goliath. David came and saw Goliath. Lead a toddler 
to the wall, and let him or her explore the poster. David was angry with Goliath for 
being mean. David was brave. David got rid of Goliath. Would you like to get rid of 

Sing and Celebrate 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)

A Tall Tale 
Supplies

poster tack
Teacher Pack
“Grisly Goliath” poster

A Tall Tale 
Easy Prep

Place the “Grisly 
Goliath” poster on a 
wall, low enough for 
kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top to 
make it easy to remove 
without ripping it.
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Goliath? Walk with the toddler to the poster and help him or her pull down the poster 
without tearing or ripping it.

Goliath is gone! Where did he go? Walk over to the wall, and look for the giant. 
Everyone was happy because God helped David do a great thing.  GOD CAN 
HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS, too.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

The Harder They Fall 

What You’ll Do 
Put the poster on a wall. Encourage the toddlers to pick up a paper ball and throw it at 
the poster. When a paper ball hits the poster, remove it from the wall and let it fall to the 
floor to show a defeated Goliath.

Say: God helped David get rid of a mighty giant.  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO 
GREAT THINGS, too!

Rock Art 

What You’ll Do 
Give each toddler a copy of the “David’s Sling” page. For this lesson, don’t use the 
handout in the My Bible Snuggles student book so parents will have a clean copy of the 
handout to use with their children at home. If you’re not using the student book, make 
an extra copy of the handout for each toddler to use at home.

Show each toddler how to spread glue onto the pocket of the sling in the picture and 
then affix a round cracker to represent the rock David loaded into his sling.

Say: David used his sling to protect God’s people from the giant Goliath. That was a 
great thing!  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS, too.

The Harder They Fall 
Supplies

poster tack
newspaper
laundry basket
Teacher Pack
“Grisly Goliath” poster

The Harder They Fall 
Easy Prep

Place the “Grisly 
Goliath” poster on a 
wall, low enough for 
kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top 
to make it easy to 
remove without ripping 
it. Crumple newspaper 
into balls, and put them 
in a laundry basket.

Rock Art 
Supplies

1 copy per child of the 
“David’s Sling” page 
(at the end of the 
lesson)

round crackers
glue

Rock Art 
Easy Prep

Set out some round 
crackers.

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “We Don’t Worry Anymore” (track 9) to the tune of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” 
anytime during the lesson. Play the song on the CD. Have children form a circle and 
march clockwise as the song plays.

 We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!
We don’t worry anymore, hallelujah!

For our God is in control, hallelujah!
For our God is in control, hallelujah!
(Repeat 2x.)

Sing “God Uses Little Kids” (not on CD) to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me” anytime during 
the lesson. As you sing, encourage the children to point to themselves when they sing 
the word “me.”

 God can use someone like me,
Even though I’m small, you see.
Little kids can love God, too,
And serve the Lord with all we do.

God uses kids! God uses kids!
God uses kids—little kids like me.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “We Don’t Worry 
Anymore” (track 9)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Giant-Sized Adventure  

What You’ll Do 
Point to the poster on the wall.

Say: This is Goliath. He was a bad, bad giant who wanted to hurt God’s people. 
Everyone was afraid of Goliath except David. David wasn’t big, but he trusted God. 
David went to a stream and gathered several stones. Lead the children to the pan of 
water, and let them search for the rocks. Have the children return the rocks to the water. 
Lead the children back to the image of Goliath.

Give each child a ball of crumpled newspaper.

Say: David threw a rock at Goliath with a tool called a sling. Let’s pretend these are 
rocks and your arms are slings. Let the children take turns throwing a paper “rock” at 
Goliath. Goliath fell to the ground and didn’t bother God’s people ever again. Remove 
the poster and let it fall to the floor. God used David to do great things.  GOD CAN 
HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS, too.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

A Little Stream  

What You’ll Do 
Ask the children to sit at a table. Give each child a sheet of green construction paper. 
Show children how to glue the blue construction paper squares between the two lines 
to resemble water. When children are finished, help them each add five stone stickers to 
remind them of the stones David found in the stream. They can also add fish stickers to 
the stream.

Say: God used young David to do a great thing with a sling and some stones. God 
can use you to do great things, and  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS.

Giant-Sized Adventure  
Supplies

poster tack
shallow pan
water
several rocks
newspaper
Teacher Pack
“Grisly Goliath” poster

Giant-Sized Adventure  
Easy Prep

Place the “Grisly 
Goliath” poster on a 
wall, low enough for 
kids to touch it. Use 
poster tack at the top 
to make it easy to 
remove without ripping 
it. Crumple newspaper 
into balls, and set 
them aside. Set out a 
shallow pan of water 
with several rocks in it 
across the room from 
the poster on the wall.

A Little Stream  
Supplies

1 sheet of green 
construction paper per 
child

several sheets of blue 
construction paper

glue
scissors
marker
Teacher Pack
“Heart/Fish/Stone” 
stickers

(continued on next page)
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Repeat After Me

What You’ll Do 
Gather the children to stand in a circle. Ask the children to repeat after you the following 
words and motions:

Say: Goliath came to town. (March in place.)
He was looking for a fight. (Make a mean face and clench fists.)
God’s people were afraid. (Knock knees together, and pretend to bite fingernails.)
Would things be all right? (Lift arms and shrug shoulders.)
David was not worried. (Wag finger “no.”’)
David was not scared. (Wag finger “no.”)
David trusted God when no one else dared. (Point upward.)
David took a stone (pretend to place a stone in the palm of your hand) 
And put it in a sling. (Swing arm in big circles.)
Goliath hit the ground and made the earth shake and ring. (Bounce up and down.)
God used David to do a mighty thing, (make muscles)
And that is why kids today still clap and sing! (Cup hands around mouth and shout, 

“Yay, David!”)

Say: God used David to do a great thing.  GOD CAN HELP YOU DO GREAT THINGS, 
too.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 10 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

A Little Stream 
Easy Prep

Cut blue construction 
paper into 3-inch 
squares. Each child 
will need several. Use 
a marker to draw two 
wavy parallel lines, 3 
inches apart, on a sheet 
of green construction 
paper. The wavy lines 
will be the banks of a 
stream. Prepare one 
sheet of green paper 
for each child. You’ll 
use the fish and stone 
stickers for this activity; 
save the heart stickers 
for Lesson 13.



Lesson 10 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

156

! OK
 TO COPY

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  After church as a family, help pick up discarded bulletins in the sanctuary. Praise your child for 

doing a great thing for God by helping clean his house.
  n  Make a tape mark about 9 feet high on a wall. Pick up your child to show how tall Goliath was. 

Remind your child that it didn’t matter how big Goliath was because God was helping David.

Committed to 
Christ

Because God looks at 
the heart, any act of 
obedience to him is a 
great thing. Remember 
that your commitment 
to bring up your child 
in the way of the Lord 
leads you to daily acts 
of true greatness.

INFANT 

Water Play

Fill a shallow pan with 
water, and place several 
oranges in it. Put the pan 
on a table, and hold your 
baby near it. Let your 
infant splash his or her 
hands in the water, and 
help him or her find an 
orange.

Say: Look what you 
found! A boy named 
David found stones in a 
stream. David used the 
stones to help God’s 
people. God can help 
you do great things.

TODDLER

Rock Art

Set out some round 
crackers, and show your 
toddler how to spread glue 
onto the pocket of the 
sling in the “David’s Sling” 
handout picture. Then 
affix a round cracker to 
represent the rock David 
loaded into his sling.

Say: David used his sling 
to protect God’s people 
from the giant Goliath. 
That was a great thing! 
God can help you do 
great things.

2-YEAR-OLD

A Little Stream

Cut blue construction 
paper into several 3-inch 
squares. Use a marker to 
draw two wavy parallel 
lines, 3 inches apart, on 
green construction paper. 
At a table, have your child 
glue the blue construction 
paper squares between 
the two lines to resemble 
water. When finished, help 
your child glue on five 
M&M’s candies to remind 
him or her of the stones 
David found in the stream.

Say: God used young 
David to do a great thing 
with a sling and some 
stones. God can use you 
to do great things, too.

Y   our child learned God can help you do great things (from 1 Samuel 17:1-50). Your 
child participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these 

activities with your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.
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David’s Sling
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Illustrated by Nancy Munger.
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Lesson 11

Jonathan Warns David 
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

u Bible Point 
God wants friends to 
help each other.

Key Verse
“Live at peace 
with everyone” 
(Romans 12:18).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life
Children will begin 
to learn that we can 
each be a good friend, 
helping one another.

S tudies have shown that having strong friendships in the childhood years is a 
better indicator of happiness in adulthood than almost any other factor. However, 

observation of children from infancy to age 3 shows that exchanges between some 
children are warmer and more cooperative than others. Although children may not 
actually play together until well into the preschool years, they establish emotional bonds 
with peers very early in life.  

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Hide and Find
Play Peekaboo, and learn 
about David.

1 sheet of green 
construction paper, 
scissors

Cut a large leaf 
from green 
construction paper.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Toy Drop
Retrieve a soft toy to learn 
about helping a friend.

soft toy
Find a soft toy that a 
baby can easily hold.

Find a Friend
Watch Jonathan help 
David in a finger play.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 
11 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

A Friend With an Arrow
Learn how Jonathan 
warned David with an 
arrow.

Bible, masking tape, 
scissors
Teacher Pack: Jonathan 
paper doll

Remove the Jonathan 
paper doll from the 
Teacher Pack, cut out the 
pieces, and fit the base to 
the figure so that it stands. 
Put a loop of masking tape 
on the back of the arrow.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Hiding and Smiling
Play a Peekaboo game.

1 sheet of green tissue 
paper per child

Scaring Away Fears
Help a stuffed animal not 
be afraid.

stuffed animal
Bring in a stuffed 
animal that is new 
to the children.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 11 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: 
CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Arrow in the Pouch
Give Jonathan arrows.

Bible, scissors, 
tape, several 
sheets of brown 
construction 
paper, marker
Teacher Pack:
Jonathan paper 
doll

Remove the Jonathan paper 
doll from the Teacher Pack, cut 
out the pieces, and fit the base 
to the figure so that it stands. 
Cut a 2x3½-inch rectangle from 
brown construction paper, fold it 
lengthwise, and tape the edges, 
leaving the top open to form a 
quiver for the arrows. Then tape 
the quiver to Jonathan’s hand. 
Cut enough 4x½-inch strips of 
brown construction paper for 
each child to have one, and draw 
a simple arrow on each strip.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Bush Hide-and-
Seek
Play a game about 
the Bible story.

large box, razor 
knife, several 
sheets of green 
construction 
paper, glue, 
scissors

Locate a large box, cut a door 
in one side, and decorate it 
with leaves cut from green 
construction paper.

A Warning Arrow
Complete their 
pictures by coloring 
and gluing.

crayons, glue 
sticks, My Bible 
Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of 
the “Jonathan” 
page (at the end 
of the lesson), 
arrows from 
“Arrow in the 
Pouch” activity

Remove the Lesson 11 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book, and set out 
crayons and glue sticks on a 
table. Remove the arrows from 
the quiver that you used in the 
“Arrow in the Pouch” activity.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible 
Snuggles or 1 
copy per child 
of the “Growing 
With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the 
lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Jonathan Warns David
1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

An Unwavering Friendship

Jonathan and David became friends on their first 
meeting. At the time, Jonathan didn’t know that David 
had been anointed king after Saul, when Jonathan 
would have expected to succeed his father. However, 
when Jonathan learned that God had anointed David, 
his feelings for David didn’t change. Jonathan preferred 
losing the throne of Israel to losing David’s friendship. 

As David’s Fame Grows,  
So Does Saul’s Jealousy    

After killing Goliath, David apparently became part of 
Saul’s court, doing whatever Saul asked him to do. And 
he did everything so well that Saul gave him a high rank 
in the army (1 Samuel 18:5). Unfortunately, the people 
began to honor David above Saul, and Saul grew jealous 
(1 Samuel 18:6-9). Twice Saul tried to kill David by 
hurling a spear at him, but David managed to dodge the 
spear (1 Samuel 18:10-11).  

The remainder of 1 Samuel 18 records Saul’s continuing 
efforts to have David killed, but none of his schemes 
worked. Finally, Saul openly told his son and servants 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:1). At this point Jonathan 
demonstrated the depth of his love for David. He warned 
David about his father’s decree and cautioned David to 
go into hiding.

Jonathan’s Loyalty Torn Between 
His Friend and His Father

We have no reason to believe that Saul’s agreement not 
to kill David (1 Samuel 19:6) wasn’t sincere. But the evil 
spirit that had been tormenting Saul wasn’t finished. 
Saul again tried to spear David, and David escaped for 
good (1 Samuel 19:9-10). 

As revealed in 1 Samuel 20, Jonathan at first couldn’t 
believe that his father wanted to harm David. When 

Jonathan discovered how fervently Saul wished for 
David’s death, Jonathan was so troubled that he 
couldn’t eat (1 Samuel 20:30-34). The following day 
Jonathan warned David to stay away for his safety. 
David bowed before Jonathan to acknowledge his debt 
to his friend, and they sadly went their separate ways. 
  
The Jesus Connection

Jesus is such a loyal friend that he died on the cross 
for us. 

In what situation might you need to choose loyalty 
over something you desire? God wants us to be true 
to our friends—commit today to stay loyal to your 
friends in ways that honor both God and your friends. 
Pray about your commitment. You can write your 
prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of 
Prayer” anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with infants. As you 
sing, help a baby clap to the words.

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing or listen to “Hiding, Hiding” (not on CD) to the tune of “Sailing, Sailing” anytime 
during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with infants. Sing while holding baby 
in your arms. Help baby hide his or her head against your shoulder. While singing the 
words “Knowing he would lead David to a safer place,” hold baby and march around the 
room.

(Spoken) David was…

 Hiding, hiding, waiting for his friend. (Crouch with hand shading eyes.)
Jonathan would tell David when it was safe again!
Watching, watching, looking for Jonathan’s face,
Knowing he would lead David to a safer place! (Stand and march around room.)

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Hide and Find 

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap, and play Peekaboo with the leaf. Hide the baby with the leaf.

Ask: 
 n  Where is baby? Are you hiding? Remove the leaf. 

Say: There you are! Smile and hug baby.

David was hiding. He was glad when Jonathan found him. Jonathan told David to 
go because he wasn’t safe. Jonathan helped David. He helped keep David safe. 
 GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO HELP EACH OTHER.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Toy Drop  

What You’ll Do 
Seat an infant on your lap. Introduce the toy, letting baby hold it and then pass the toy to 
you. Drop the toy within baby’s reach.

Say: Oh, dear! I’ve dropped our toy. Can you help me pick it up? Guide baby in 
retrieving the toy. What a wonderful helper you are! You helped me get the toy.

Repeat this several times, praising baby for being a good helper.

Say: You are learning to help.  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO HELP EACH OTHER.

Hide and Find 
Supplies

1 sheet of green 
construction paper

scissors

Hide and Find 
Easy Prep

Cut a large leaf from 
green construction 
paper.

Toy Drop 
Supplies

soft toy

Toy Drop 
Easy Prep

Find a soft toy that a 
baby can easily hold.
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Find a Friend

What You’ll Do 
Sit with a baby on the floor. Sing the following finger play with baby to the tune of 
“Where Is Thumbkin?” (not on CD).

Begin by holding up one index finger. Hide the other behind your back.

Say: Here is Jonathan.

 Where is David? Where is David? (Wiggle the Jonathan finger.)
Here I am. Here I am. (Bring the other index finger from behind your back.)
Do you need my help, friend? (Wiggle the Jonathan finger.)
Yes, I need your help, friend. (Wiggle the David finger.)
Run and hide. Run and hide. (Wiggle the Jonathan finger, and hide the David finger 

behind your back.)

Say: Jonathan sent David to a safer place. Jonathan helped David because they 
were friends.  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO HELP EACH OTHER.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. During the song, hold hands with toddlers, and march in 
place.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 11 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Hiding, Hiding” (not on CD) to the tune of “Sailing, Sailing” anytime during the 
lesson. Sit on the floor with toddlers around you, and sing. Show toddlers how to put 
their hands over their eyes during the first two lines. On the words “watching, watching,” 
show them how to peek through their spread fingers.

(Spoken) David was…

 Hiding, hiding, waiting for his friend. (Crouch with hand shading eyes.)
Jonathan would tell David when it was safe again!
Watching, watching, looking for Jonathan’s face,
Knowing he would lead David to a safer place! (Stand and march around room.)

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

A Friend With an Arrow 

What You’ll Do 
Gather a few toddlers. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 20.

Say: David was hiding in the fields and bushes because he was afraid. He didn’t 
know how long he should hide. Here is David’s friend Jonathan. Show the Jonathan 
paper doll. He knows that it isn’t safe for David to come out of hiding yet. Place the 
arrow in Jonathan’s hand. Jonathan brought an arrow with him. He shot the arrow 
far in the air to tell David that he must stay in hiding. Can you pretend to shoot an 
arrow? Pantomime shooting an arrow, and encourage toddlers to imitate you.

Jonathan was a friend to David. He protected David.  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO 
HELP EACH OTHER.

A Friend With an 
Arrow  
Supplies

Bible
masking tape
scissors
Teacher Pack
Jonathan paper doll

A Friend With an 
Arrow 
Easy Prep

Remove the Jonathan 
paper doll from the 
Teacher Pack, cut out 
the pieces, and fit the 
base to the figure so 
that it stands. Put a loop 
of masking tape on the 
back of the arrow.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Hiding and Smiling 

What You’ll Do 
Gather a few toddlers, and place a sheet of tissue paper over your head so that it falls 
over your face.

Say: I’m hiding. I can’t see you. Quickly blow the tissue paper away from your face, 
and smile at the toddlers. Now I see you! I see my friends. Would you like to hide 
from me? Give each toddler a tissue paper. Put your tissue paper on your head. Hide 
like David. Come out, come out now! Help toddlers remove the tissue paper from their 
heads much like a Peekaboo game. Repeat as long as children are interested.

David hid. Jonathan found David and helped him.  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO 
HELP EACH OTHER.

Scaring Away Fears 

What You’ll Do 
Hold the stuffed animal on your lap.

Say: This is my friend Cutie-Pie. He is a little scared in a place that is strange to 
him. Move the stuffed animal as if it were hiding its face from the children. Can you 
think of a way we can make Cutie-Pie feel better and not be so afraid? Can we pat 
him on the back? Let children pat the stuffed animal. Then turn the animal around to 
face the toddlers. I think Cutie-Pie is feeling better already! What good friends you 
are to him! Can you think of other ways we can make Cutie-Pie feel better? Let the 
children try out other ideas, and have the stuffed animal respond to the children.

You are being good friends. You are helping Cutie-Pie when he’s afraid. Jonathan 
helped his friend David when David was afraid.  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO HELP 
EACH OTHER.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing on 
the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Hiding and Smiling  
Supplies

1 sheet of green tissue 
paper per child

Scaring Away Fears  
Supplies

stuffed animal

Scaring Away Fears  
Easy Prep

Bring in a stuffed 
animal that is new to 
the children.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 11 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.



Lesson 11 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

168

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. While playing the song, have children form a circle and hold 
hands. Encourage them to shake their heads on “no more fussin’, no more fightin’. ”

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Hiding, Hiding” (not on CD) to the tune of “Sailing, Sailing” anytime during the 
lesson. As you sing, crouch with children around you. Lead children in putting their 
hands over their eyes during the first two lines. Then on the words “watching, watching,” 
have everyone uncover their eyes and jump. March around the room on the last line.

(Spoken) David was…

 Hiding, hiding, waiting for his friend. (Crouch with hand shading eyes.)
Jonathan would tell David when it was safe again!
Watching, watching, looking for Jonathan’s face,
Knowing he would lead David to a safer place! (Stand and march around room.)

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Arrow in the Pouch 

What You’ll Do 
Gather a group of children, and open your Bible to 1 Samuel 20. Tell children the Bible is 
God’s special book.

Say: David was hiding in the fields and bushes because he was afraid. He was in 
great danger. He didn’t know how long he should hide. Show the Jonathan paper 
doll. Along came Jonathan. Jonathan knew it was still not safe for David to come 
out of hiding. Jonathan sent David a message with arrows. Give each child a paper-
strip arrow. Let’s gather Jonathan’s arrows and put them in his pouch. Guide children 
in placing their arrows into the quiver. Jonathan shot the arrows far in the air to tell 
David that he must stay in hiding. Jonathan’s warning helped David.  GOD WANTS 
FRIENDS TO HELP EACH OTHER.

Pray: Thank you, God, for giving us friends to help us. We want to be good helpers, 
too. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Arrow in the Pouch 
Supplies

Bible
scissors
tape
several sheets of brown 
construction paper

marker
Teacher Pack
Jonathan paper doll

Arrow in the Pouch  
Easy Prep

Remove the Jonathan 
paper doll from the 
Teacher Pack, cut out 
the pieces, and fit the 
base to the figure so 
that it stands. Cut a 
2x3½-inch rectangle 
from brown construction 
paper, fold it lengthwise, 
and tape the edges, 
leaving the top open to 
form a quiver for the 
arrows. Then tape the 
quiver to Jonathan’s 
hand. Cut enough 4x½-
inch strips of brown 
construction paper for 
each child to have one, 
and draw a simple arrow 
on each strip.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Bush Hide-and-Seek 

What You’ll Do 
Say: David had to hide in the fields and bushes and wait for Jonathan. Who will 
come and be David? Let a child hide in the box. After Jonathan warned David with 
his arrows, he looked for David in the bushes.

Gather the rest of the children around the box, and have them hold hands. Sing the 
following song to the tune of “London Bridge” (not on CD) as you walk around the box. 
Encourage the 2-year-old in the box to follow the directions in the song.

 David, David, don’t come out!
Don’t come out! Don’t come out!
David, David, don’t come out! It’s not safe.

David, David, come and play!
Come and play! Come and play!
David, David, come and play! Everything’s okay!

Say: David listened to his friend Jonathan like our friend [child’s name] listened to 
our song. David knew Jonathan would help him because  GOD WANTS FRIENDS 
TO HELP EACH OTHER. Allow several children to have a turn in the box.

A Warning Arrow 
What You’ll Do 
Give each 2-year-old a copy of the “Jonathan” page, and point out the picture on the 
handout.

Say: This is a picture of Jonathan. He’s on his way to find David. Can you color the 
picture? Help children select crayons and color their pictures.

Jonathan needs an arrow to warn David that he must stay in hiding. Let’s give 
Jonathan an arrow. Guide each child in gluing an arrow to the picture.

Jonathan was a good friend. He helped David know what to do. It makes God happy 
when we help our friends because  GOD WANTS FRIENDS TO HELP EACH 
OTHER.

Bush Hide-and-Seek 
Supplies

large box
razor knife
several sheets of green 
construction paper

glue
scissors

Bush Hide-and-Seek 
Easy Prep

Locate a large box, 
cut a door in one side, 
and decorate it with 
leaves cut from green 
construction paper.

A Warning Arrow
Supplies

crayons
glue sticks
My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Jonathan” page (at 
the end of the lesson)

arrows from “Arrow in 
the Pouch” activity

A Warning Arrow 
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 11 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book, and set out 
crayons and glue sticks 
on a table. Remove the 
arrows from the quiver 
that you used in the 
“Arrow in the Pouch” 
activity.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith at 
Home 
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Y   our child learned God wants friends to help each other (from 1 Samuel 18-20). Your 
child participated in one of the following activities today. You can do these activities 

with your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Best Buddies

Studies have shown 
that having strong 
friendships in the 
childhood years is 
a better indicator of 
happiness in adulthood 
than almost any other 
factor. Although children 
may not actually play 
together until well into 
the preschool years, 
they establish emotional 
bonds with peers very 
early in life. Provide 
opportunities for your 
child to be with the 
same children on a 
regular basis.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Cut out a flower center and individual petals from construction paper. Let your child glue a petal 

on the “friendship flower” each time he or she is a helper.
  n  Help your child make “helper” tickets to give to an elderly friend or relative as a way for your 

child to promise to help that person with something. 

INFANT 

Toy Drop

Find a soft toy that your 
baby can easily hold. Seat 
your baby on your lap. 
Introduce the toy, letting 
baby hold it and then pass 
the toy to you. Drop the 
toy within baby’s reach.

Say: Oh, dear! I’ve 
dropped our toy. Can 
you help me pick it up? 
Guide baby in retrieving 
the toy. What a wonderful 
helper you are! You 
helped me get the toy.

Repeat this several times, 
praising baby for being a 
good helper.

Say: You are learning to 
help. God wants friends 
to help each other.

TODDLER

Hiding and Smiling

Place a sheet of tissue 
paper over your head so 
that it falls over your face.

Say: I’m hiding. I can’t 
see you. Quickly blow the 
tissue paper away from 
your face, and smile at 
your toddler. Now I see 
you! I see my friend. 
Would you like to hide 
from me? Give your 
toddler a tissue paper. 
Put your tissue paper 
on your head. Hide like 
David. Come out, come 
out now! Help your 
toddler remove the tissue 
paper from his or her head 
much like a Peekaboo 
game. Repeat a few times.

David hid. Jonathan 
found David and helped 
him. God wants friends 
to help each other.

2-YEAR-OLD

A Warning Arrow

Make an arrow from a 
4x½-inch piece of brown 
construction paper. Point 
to the picture of Jonathan 
on the “Jonathan” 
handout.

Say: This is a picture of 
Jonathan. He’s on his 
way to find David. Can 
you color the picture? 
Help your child select 
crayons and color the 
picture.

Jonathan needs an 
arrow to warn David that 
he must stay in hiding. 
Let’s give Jonathan an 
arrow. Guide your child 
in gluing an arrow to the 
picture.

Jonathan was a good 
friend. He helped David 
know what to do. God 
wants friends to help 
each other.
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Lesson 12

Abigail Makes Peace
1 Samuel 25:1-35

u Bible Point 
God says get along with 
each other.

Key Verse
“Live at peace with 
everyone” (Romans 
12:18).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will learn that 
God wants us to get 
along.

B abies as young as a few weeks old show undirected anger when their needs are 
not met. By about one year of age, they have the ability to focus their anger on 

a specific person or thing. Young children typically express angry feelings either by 
withdrawing or becoming aggressive. As caregivers we must acknowledge children’s 
anger and be firm, caring, and consistent about limits on angry behavior. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Let’s Get Along
Learn how God used Abigail.

transparent tape, 
scissors
Teacher Pack: “Nabal, 
Abigail, and David” 
figures

Cut out each of the 
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures, and 
wrap transparent tape 
around the hands 
to reinforce them 
before cutting the 
slits as indicated.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

We Need to Get Along
Play a Tug of War game to 
see that God wants us to get 
along.

scarf

Hugs of Peace
Play a musical game 
about peace.

3 or 4 stuffed toys

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 12 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

We Can All Get Along
Learn that God wants us to 
get along.

transparent tape, 
scissors, Bible, CD 
player
Teacher Pack: “Nabal, 
Abigail, and David” 
figures; CD

Cut out each of the 
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures, and 
wrap transparent tape 
around the hands to 
reinforce them before 
cutting the slits as 
indicated.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

We Can Work Together
Do an action song about 
getting along.

Only Good Choices
Play a game to see that we 
need to get along.

sixteen 4x6 index 
cards, marker

Draw sad faces on one 
side of the 4x6 cards 
and happy faces on the 
other side of the cards. 
(To help the children 
more easily distinguish 
between the happy and 
sad faces, color the 
happy faces red and 
the sad faces blue.) 

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the Lesson 12 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

God Wants Us to Get 
Along
Discover that God 
wants us to get along 
with each other.

transparent tape, 
scissors, Bible, oyster 
crackers, glue, bowl
Teacher Pack: “Nabal, 
Abigail, and David” 
figures; “Abigail 
Shares Food” poster 
(from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Cut out each of the “Nabal, 
Abigail, and David” figures, 
and wrap transparent 
tape around the hands 
to reinforce them before 
cutting the slits as indicated. 
Place a handful of oyster 
crackers into a small bowl, 
and set everything aside.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

What Fits What?
Play a game to see that 
when we work together, 
we can get along.

5 different-sized 
containers with lids

Place the lids on one side of 
a table and the containers 
on the other side.

Get-Along Glad
Make happy faces 
to remind us to get 
along.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of 
the “Get-Along Glad” 
page (at the end of 
the lesson), glue, 
o-shaped cereal, yarn, 
1 star sticker per 
child, powdered drink 
mix, empty saltshaker

Remove the Lesson 12 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book. 
Collect o-shaped cereal, 
yarn, star stickers, glue, and 
powdered drink mix. Pour the 
powdered drink mix into an 
empty saltshaker. (Because 
the powdered drink mix can 
be messy and might stain 
clothes, you may also want 
to provide paint shirts or 
smocks for children to wear.)

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles 
or 1 copy per child 
of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Abigail Makes Peace
1 Samuel 25:1-35

David’s Travels

First Samuel 21–24 describes David’s movements as 
he gathered a band of loyal soldiers around him and 
roamed the countryside, seeking to evade capture by 
Saul and his troops. 

David and his men had apparently been in the area of 
Nabal’s home for some time. In those days it was not 
uncommon for bands of raiders to steal livestock from 
men such as Nabal. But instead, David had instructed 
his men not to take anything that didn’t belong to 
them, and David’s band must have also driven off 
raiders who had intended to steal from Nabal. David 
simply asked Nabal for some provisions in return 
for his men’s kind treatment. Common hospitality of 
the day would have dictated that Nabal give food to 
David’s men if he was able to do so. 

Abigail Intervenes Between David 
and Her Husband, Nabal    

Nabal’s rude response set off a natural human 
reaction in David. Fortunately, Nabal’s wife, Abigail, 
was not as foolish as Nabal. She knew she had to 
intervene or many lives would needlessly be lost. She 
took matters into her own hands, bringing to David 
and his men a generous offering of food (1 Samuel 
25:18). She then took the risk of confronting David 
and pointing out to him that taking revenge on Nabal 
would not please the Lord (1 Samuel 25:30-31).

When Nabal Dies, David  
Marries Abigail

It’s interesting to note Abigail’s injection of humor 
to lighten the conflict. She pointed out that Nabal’s 
name, likely a nickname, meant “fool.” Nabal 
embodied an Israelite’s description of a fool: 
insensitive, selfish, and disrespectful. Abigail’s 
diplomatic efforts helped David see that she was right, 

and he praised God for having sent her to stop him 
from reacting hastily. 

When Nabal found out what had happened, he had a 
heart attack and died 10 days later. David must have 
appreciated Abigail’s wisdom and initiative: After 
Nabal died, he took Abigail as his wife!
 
The Jesus Connection

As much as most of us dislike conflict, it’s inevitable. 
But with Jesus at our side, we can handle it in a way 
that honors him: peaceably! 

When have you responded in anger after someone 
insulted you? How could you have handled that 
conflict better? If we trust that God is in control, we 
can respond in gentleness when we’re wronged. Ask 
God to help you resolve a conflict that troubles you. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of 
Prayer” anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with the infants. As 
you sing, help a baby clap to the words.

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing or listen to “Troubles Don’t Bother Us” (not on CD) to the tune of “Shoo Fly” 
anytime during the lesson. Sing as you rock, feed, or play with the infants.

 Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
God helps us to get along.
God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace.
God gives, God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace.

Sing and Celebrate 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Let’s Get Along

What You’ll Do 
Place a baby in a position in which he or she can see you. Sing this story-song to the 
tune of “Miss Lucy” (not on CD). Show the Nabal figure first, and then join its hands with 
Abigail’s. On the last verse, join Abigail’s other hand to David’s.

 Oh, Nabal was not able
To make and keep friends.
Oh, Nabal, poor sad Nabal,
Your trouble never ends!
Oh, sweet, sweet Abigail,
She was so strong and wise.
She tried to help poor Nabal
Get along with all the guys.
Oh, David, good King David,
Listen! It is true!
Try to get along,
And God will honor you!

Say: God used Abigail to help others get along. Let’s hold hands and get along! 
Hold the baby’s hands, and interact spontaneously for a moment.  GOD SAYS GET 
ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

We Need to Get Along 

What You’ll Do 
Seat a baby on the floor across from you. Let baby hold one end of a scarf while you 
hold the other end. Gently pull and tug on your end of the scarf.

Ask: 
 n  Can you help me pull this scarf? Play Tug of War with the baby.

Say: We are working together and getting along. God is happy when we get along! 
 GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

Let’s Get Along 
Supplies

transparent tape
scissors
Teacher Pack
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures

Let’s Get Along 
Easy Prep

Cut out each of the 
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures, and 
wrap transparent tape 
around the hands to 
reinforce them before 
cutting the slits as 
indicated.

We Need to Get Along
Supplies

scarf
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Hugs of Peace 

What You’ll Do 
Have a variety of stuffed toys where a baby can see them all. Sing this song to the tune 
of “Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” (not on CD). Encourage baby to hug a different 
stuffed toy each time you sing.

 Greet your friends with hugs of peace.
Hallelujah!
Greet your friends with hugs of peace.
Hallelujah!

Substitute the names of particular stuffed toys for the words “your friends.”

Say: God is pleased when we learn to get along with others and live in peace! 
 GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Hugs of Peace  
Supplies

3 or 4 stuffed toys

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 12 
pages from each My 
Snuggles student book.
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 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. During the song, hold hands with toddlers, and march in place.

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Troubles Don’t Bother Us” (not on CD) to the tune of “Shoo Fly” anytime during the 
lesson. While singing, lead toddlers in shaking their heads on the words “don’t bother 
us” and clapping hands on “love, joy, and peace.”

 Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
God helps us to get along.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

We Can All Get Along

What You’ll Do 
Invite two toddlers to join you on the floor. Place your Bible on the floor beside you, 
opened to 1 Samuel 25, along with the David, Abigail, and Nabal figures.

Show the David and Nabal figures.

Say: David and Nabal couldn’t get along. Let one child hold the Nabal figure and one 

We Can All Get Along
Supplies

transparent tape
scissors
Bible
CD player
Teacher Pack
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures

CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)

We Can All Get Along
Easy Prep

Cut out each of the 
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures, and 
wrap transparent tape 
around the hands to 
reinforce them before 
cutting the slits as 
indicated.

Sing and Celebrate 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)

God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace.
God gives, God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace. 
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hold the David figure. Then show the Abigail figure. Abigail didn’t want David and Nabal 
to be mad at each other. She helped them get along. Connect Abigail’s hands to David’s 
and Nabal’s so that all the figures are joined together. Encourage toddlers to be very careful 
not to pull the figures away from each other. Look how hard you are working to get 
along and keep all the people together! God wants us to work hard to get along.  
 GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER. Have toddlers give you the figures.

Play the song “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) from the CD. Have children join hands 
with you and sway to the music.

Pray: God, thank you for giving us peace so we can all get along. In Jesus’ name, amen.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

We Can Work Together

What You’ll Do 
Sing the following action song with toddlers to the tune of “Ho-Ho-Ho-Hosanna” (not on CD):

 Work, work, work together. (Join hands.)
Smile, smile, smile at everyone. (Smile at each other.)
Love, love, love your neighbor. (Cross hands over chest.)
God wants us to get along. (Clap hands.)
God  SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER. 

Only Good Choices

What You’ll Do 
Spread the cards out on the floor with some happy faces showing and some sad faces 
showing. Work with two toddlers at a time.

Say: Look at these cards. Some have happy faces, and some have sad faces. Let’s 
say bye-bye to the sad faces and keep the happy faces. Show toddlers how to flip 
the sad faces to become happy faces. When all of the cards have been turned to happy 
faces, say: You worked together to turn all the cards right! God is happy when we 
work together and get along.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

Only Good Choices
Supplies

sixteen 4x6 index cards
marker

Only Good Choices
Easy Prep

Draw sad faces on one 
side of the 4x6 cards 
and happy faces on the 
other side of the cards. 
(To help the children 
more easily distinguish 
between the happy and 
sad faces, color the 
happy faces red and the 
sad faces blue.)
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. While playing the song, have children form a circle and hold 
hands. Encourage them to shake their heads on “no more fussin’, no more fightin’. ”

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Troubles Don’t Bother Us” (not on CD) to the tune of “Shoo Fly” anytime during 
the lesson.

 Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
Troubles don’t bother us.
God helps us to get along.

Sing and Celebrate 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)

God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace.
God gives, God gives, God gives, God gives,
God gives love, joy, and peace. 

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 12 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God Wants Us to Get Along  

What You’ll Do 
Gather the 2-year-olds, and open your Bible to 1 Samuel 25. Hold up the David and Nabal 
figures.

Say: Our Bible story is about David and Nabal. They were mad at each other and 
weren’t getting along. Repeat after me as I tell you about David and Nabal. Show 
the Nabal and David figures as you talk.

Nabal was grouchy and mad. (Have children echo the line.)
He wouldn’t help David; he was so bad. (Echo.)
David got mad, too. (Echo.)
He said, “I’ll surely get you!” (Echo.)
Show the Abigail figure.
Then Abigail quickly stepped in. (Echo.)
She said, “Hold it, men, let’s try to be friends.” (Echo.)
Join the hands of the figures together.
David changed his mind and calmed down. (Echo.)
He traded a smile for his unhappy frown. (Echo.)

Lay the “Abigail Shares Food” poster on the floor. Have the kids gather around the poster. 
Give each child an oyster cracker.

Say: Abigail didn’t want David and Nabal to get in a fight, so she shared some of 
their food with David and his men. Look, her basket has food in it. Let’s put some 
more food in it. Help the children glue the oyster crackers into and around Abigail’s basket.

God is pleased when we do all we can to get along.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG 
WITH EACH OTHER.

God, help us be like Abigail, who helped others get along. In Jesus’ name, amen.

God Wants Us to Get 
Along  
Supplies

transparent tape
scissors
Bible
oyster crackers
glue
bowl
Teacher Pack
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures

“Abigail Shares Food” 
poster (from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack)

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
 
God Wants Us to Get 
Along 
Easy Prep

Cut out each of the 
“Nabal, Abigail, and 
David” figures, and 
wrap transparent 
tape around the 
hands to reinforce 
them before cutting 
the slits as indicated. 
Place a handful of 
oyster crackers into 
a small bowl, and set 
everything aside. 
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

What Fits What? 

What You’ll Do 
Work with two children at a time.

Say: These containers are missing their lids. Can you work together to put a lid on 
each one? Allow the children time to work. 

I am so proud of how you worked together. God wants us to work together and get 
along.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

Get-Along Glad

What You’ll Do 
Work with one child at a time to make a happy face in the circle on the “Get-Along 
Glad” handout. Help each child glue on cereal for eyes and a string of yarn for a mouth. 
The star sticker can be the nose. Spread glue around the top of the circle. Let the child 
sprinkle the powdered drink mix on the glue for scented, colored hair.

Say: Getting along with others makes us glad, just like the glad face in your picture. 
It makes God glad, too.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

What Fits What? 
Supplies

5 different-sized 
containers with lids

What Fits What? 
Easy Prep

Place the lids on one side of 
a table and the containers 
on the other side.

Get-Along Glad  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Get-Along Glad” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

glue
o-shaped cereal
yarn
1 star sticker per child
powdered drink mix
empty saltshaker

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
 
Get-Along Glad  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 12 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book. Collect o-shaped 
cereal, yarn, star stickers, glue, 
and powdered drink mix. Pour 
the powdered drink mix into 
an empty saltshaker. (Because 
the powdered drink mix can be 
messy and might stain clothes, 
you may also want to provide 
paint shirts or smocks for 
children to wear.)

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

What Fits What? 

What You’ll Do 
Work with two children at a time.

Say: These containers are missing their lids. Can you work together to put a lid on 
each one? Allow the children time to work. 

I am so proud of how you worked together. God wants us to work together and get 
along.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

Get-Along Glad

What You’ll Do 
Work with one child at a time to make a happy face in the circle on the “Get-Along 
Glad” handout. Help each child glue on cereal for eyes and a string of yarn for a mouth. 
The star sticker can be the nose. Spread glue around the top of the circle. Let the child 
sprinkle the powdered drink mix on the glue for scented, colored hair.

Say: Getting along with others makes us glad, just like the glad face in your picture. 
It makes God glad, too.  GOD SAYS GET ALONG WITH EACH OTHER.

What Fits What? 
Supplies

5 different-sized 
containers with lids

What Fits What? 
Easy Prep

Place the lids on one side of 
a table and the containers 
on the other side.

Get-Along Glad  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Get-Along Glad” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

glue
o-shaped cereal
yarn
1 star sticker per child
powdered drink mix
empty saltshaker

! ALLERGY
 ALERT
 
Get-Along Glad  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 12 pages 
from each My Bible Snuggles 
student book. Collect o-shaped 
cereal, yarn, star stickers, glue, 
and powdered drink mix. Pour 
the powdered drink mix into 
an empty saltshaker. (Because 
the powdered drink mix can be 
messy and might stain clothes, 
you may also want to provide 
paint shirts or smocks for 
children to wear.)

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Y      our child learned God says get along with each other (from 1 Samuel 25:1-35). Your 
child participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities 

with your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

Take a Break

When you notice your 
child’s frustration 
mounting, try switching 
gears. For example, you 
can encourage some 
physical exercise such 
as running in place or 
jumping, offer a snack 
break, or hug your 
child and sing a song 
together. 

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Whenever your child gets along with a sibling or friend this week, provide immediate positive 

feedback. Reinforce that God is happy when we get along with others.
  n  Let your child assist you with simple tasks around the house such as unloading silverware from 

the dishwasher or picking up toys. Say that God is happy when we work together and get along.

! OK
 TO COPY

INFANT 

We Need to Get 
Along

Seat your baby on the 
floor across from you. Let 
baby hold one end of a 
scarf while you hold the 
other end. Gently pull and 
tug on your end of the 
scarf.

Say: Can you help me 
pull this scarf? Play Tug 
of War with your baby.

We are working together 
and getting along. God 
is happy when we get 
along! God says get 
along with each other.

TODDLER

We Can Work 
Together

Sing the following action 
song with your toddler to 
the tune of “Ho-Ho-Ho-
Hosanna”:

Work, work, work 
together. (Join hands.)

Smile, smile, smile at 
everyone. (Smile at each 
other.)

Love, love, love your 
neighbor. (Cross hands 
over chest.)

God wants us to get 
along. (Clap hands.)

God says get along with 
each other.

2-YEAR-OLD

What Fits What?

Gather five different-sized 
containers with lids. Place 
the lids on one side of a 
table and the containers 
on the other side. Bring 
your 2-year-old to the 
table.

Say: These containers 
are missing their lids. 
Can we work together 
to put a lid on each one? 
Allow your child time to 
work. I am so proud of 
how you and I worked 
together. God wants us 
to work together and 
get along. God says get 
along with each other.
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! OK
 TO COPY

Get-Along Glad

! OK
 TO COPY
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Lesson 13

David Spares Saul’s Life 
1 Samuel 26:5-25

u Bible Point 
God says love your 
enemies.

Key Verse
“Live at peace with 
everyone” (Romans 
12:18).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will begin to 
learn that they can love 
others and, with God’s 
help, love those who 
may seem unlovable.

Y oung children depend on concrete expressions of love such as hugs and kisses. 
Physical affection is important for emotional development. Without touching, babies 

fail to thrive and are more prone to all kinds of physical illness. As they grow, children are 
able to see other acts of caring as expressions of love. But during this critical time, it’s 
crucial to speak their love language with open arms.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

God’s Plan
Hear a rhyme about David 
and Saul.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Love Paints
Learn the Bible Point with 
body art.

baby lotion

Baby Loves
Do an action rhyme about 
loving family members.

Weaving Faith at Home
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson) 

Remove the Lesson 
13 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

We Can Love Our 
Enemies
Hear a rhyme about 
David and Saul, and look 
at faces on a punching 
ball.

permanent marker
Teacher Pack: punching 
ball

Blow up the punching 
ball, and tie the end. 
Use a permanent 
marker to draw a 
scowling face on one 
side and a happy face 
on the other.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Lots of People to Love
Stick hearts on people 
we can love.

1 copy per child of the 
“Lots of People to Love” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson), red crayons
Teacher Pack: “Heart/Fish/
Stone” stickers

 

If You Love
Do an action song.

Weaving Faith at Home 
Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 13 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate
Listen to or sing praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

David Loved His 
Enemy
Hear a rhyme about 
David and Saul, and 
look at faces on a 
punching ball.

Bible, permanent marker, 
1 star sticker per child
Teacher Pack: punching 
ball, “David Spares Saul” 
poster (from the Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Blow up the punching 
ball, and tie the end. Use 
a permanent marker to 
draw a scowling face on 
one side and a happy 
face on the other.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Because God First 
Loved Me
Walk and sing with a 
partner.

scissors, 1 sheet of red 
construction paper per 
two children 

Cut one large red 
construction paper heart 
for every two children.

I Love My Friends
Hear a rhyme, and 
name friends at 
church.

Weaving Faith 
at Home
Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles 
or 1 copy per child 
of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 13 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Summer Quarter

David Spares Saul’s Life
1 Samuel 26:5-25

David Passes Opportunities  
to Kill Saul 

This passage describes the second time David spared 
Saul’s life; the first is recorded in 1 Samuel 24. David 
and his men were hiding in a cave when Saul came 
into that very cave to relieve himself. Even though his 
men urged David to kill Saul on the spot, David refused. 
In spite of the events in the cave, Saul and his men 
continued to pursue David. 

David and one of his men, Abishai, sneaked into Saul’s 
camp at night, probably in order to spy on Saul’s army. 
Abishai was ready to kill Saul. Abishai’s feelings are 
understandable in light of the fact that Saul had unjustly 
pursued David and his men in an effort to kill them! But 
David again refused to kill God’s anointed king. David 
trusted that Saul would die according to God’s timing. 
David wasn’t about to force God’s hand!

Saul Promises (Again) to Stop 
Trying to Kill David, and Breaks 
His Promise (Again)    

When Saul learned that David had spared his life a 
second time, he promised to abandon his efforts to kill 
David. Saul’s response demonstrated his inner turmoil. 
At many moments such as this, Saul had made similar 
promises but then had hardened his heart and resumed 
his pursuit of David. Even Saul’s final statement to 
David in this passage (1 Samuel 26:25) is simply an 
acknowledgment of fact rather than an expression of 
good will. Saul simply admitted that David was blessed 
by God and would eventually prevail, a response that 
was almost forced upon Saul by David’s generous 
refusal to kill him when he had ample opportunity. 

In the story of Saul and David, we are shown contrasting 
ways of dealing with enemies. Saul pursued and 
deceived, seeking to kill. David consistently showed 
mercy and an unwillingness to harm his enemy. 

The Jesus Connection

Jesus loved even the people who nailed him to the 
cross. As we seek to be like him, we’ll be able to love 
even those who want to harm us! 

How do you feel toward those who make things tough 
for you? Do those feelings please God? With God’s 
love in our hearts, we can love even our enemies. Pray 
for God’s help loving a person who’s hard to even like. 
You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing or listen to “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of 
Prayer” anytime during the lesson. As you sing, help a baby clap to the words.

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing or listen to “Oh, Do You Have Someone to Love?” (not on CD) to the tune of “The 
Muffin Man” anytime during the lesson. Bounce a baby gently on your knees as you sing 
the first verse.

 Oh, do you have someone to love,
Someone to love,
Someone to love?
Oh, do you have someone to love?
Please tell me whom you love.

Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [mommy or daddy] so,
Her [or his] [mommy or daddy] so,
Her [or his] [mommy or daddy] so.
Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [mommy or daddy] so.
Her [or his] [mommy or daddy] loves her [or him], too.

Sing and Celebrate 
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

God’s Plan

What You’ll Do 
Sit on the floor next to an infant.

Say: David knew that Saul was not a nice man. (Show a scowl on face.)
But David loved Saul just as God planned. (Cross arms over chest, and then point up.)

 GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. God can help us love people who are mean 
and grumpy like King Saul.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Love Paints 

What You’ll Do 
Sit next to a baby, holding his or her hand.

Say: God wants us to paint the world with his love. God helps us love even our 
enemies.  GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

Let’s paint you with God’s love! Dip your index finger into baby lotion. Use the lotion 
to trace a heart on baby’s hand as you say: I love you; you love me; we can love our 
enemies! 

Continue painting baby’s exposed skin as long as baby enjoys the experience.

Baby Loves

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap.

Say: [Child’s name] loves her [or his] mommy. (Help baby clap hands.)
[Child’s name] loves her [or his] dad. (Help baby roll hands around each other.)
[Child’s name] can love enemies, (help baby clap hands)

Love Paints  
Supplies

baby lotion
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And that makes God glad. (Help baby roll hands around each other.)

 GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

Replace the word “mommy” with other names that are personal to the infant, and repeat 
the rhyme several times.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. During the song, hold hands with toddlers, and march in 
place.

It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Oh, Do You Have Someone to Love?” (not on CD) to the tune of “The Muffin Man” 
anytime during the lesson. Sit on the floor facing a toddler. Hold toddler’s hands in your 
hands. Sway back and forth for the first verse. Fill in the child’s name and a personal 
name for the “response” section in the second verse, and help the toddler clap as you 
sing.

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 
Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 13 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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We Can Love Our 
Enemies 
Supplies

permanent marker
Teacher Pack
punching ball

We Can Love Our 
Enemies 
Easy Prep

Blow up the punching 
ball, and tie the end. 
Use a permanent 
marker to draw a 
scowling face on one 
side and a happy face 
on the other.

 Oh, do you have someone to love,
Someone to love,
Someone to love?
Oh, do you have someone to love?
Please tell me whom you love.

Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [child’s response] so,
Her [or his] [child’s response] so,
Her [or his] [child’s response] so.
Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [child’s response] so.
Her [or his] [child’s response] loves her [or him], too.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

We Can Love Our Enemies 

 Tip If the punching ball breaks, please discard all pieces immediately 
to prevent children from choking on them.

What You’ll Do 
Say: David knew that Saul was not a nice man. (Show the scowling-face side of the 

punching ball.)
But David loved Saul, just as God planned. (Show the happy-face side of the punching 

ball.)
We can love our enemies, no matter what they do. (Show the scowling-face side.)
God will help us love them because he asks us to. (Show the happy-face side.)

 GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Lots of People to Love 

What You’ll Do 
Work with one child at a time. Give the toddler a copy of the “Lots of People to Love” 
page. For this lesson, don’t use the handout in the My Bible Snuggles student book so 
parents will have a clean copy of the handout to use with their children at home. If you’re 
not using the student book, make an extra copy of the handout for each toddler to use 
at home.

Say: God wants us to love others. We can love people in our family, people in our 
church, our friends, and our neighbors. God wants us to love people who might not 
be nice, too. God will help us love them.  GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

Show the toddler the pictures of the adults and children on his or her handout. Encourage 
the toddler to place a heart sticker on each person that he or she can love. When the child 
is finished, a heart should be on each person in the picture. If you run out of stickers, help 
toddlers use a red crayon to draw hearts or circles around the remaining faces.

If You Love

What You’ll Do 
Sing the following song to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It” (not on CD). Do 
the actions suggested in the parentheses with one toddler at a time.

 If you love a friend, clap my hands. (Offer your hands for toddler to clap.)
If you love a friend, clap my hands. (Repeat action.)
If you love a friend, and you’ll love till the end,
If you love a friend, clap my hands. (Offer your hands for toddler to clap.)

If you love an enemy, pat my knees. (Help toddler pat your knees.)
If you love an enemy, pat my knees. (Repeat action.)
If you love an enemy, God will be pleased.
If you love an enemy, pat my knees. (Help toddler pat your knees.)

Say: God wants us to be loving.  GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

Lots of People to Love 
Supplies

1 copy per child of the 
“Lots of People to 
Love” page (at the end 
of the lesson)

red crayons
Teacher Pack
“Heart/Fish/Stone” 
stickers
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Weaving Faith at Home 
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “It’s Peace We Need” (track 12) to the tune of “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” 
anytime during the lesson. While playing the song, have children form a circle and hold 
hands. Encourage them to shake their hands on “no more fussin’, no more fightin’. ”

 It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
It’s peace, it’s peace, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
No more fussin’, no more fightin’, no, it’s peace we need,
Peace to get along.
(Repeat all.)

Sing “Oh, Do You Have Someone to Love?” (not on CD) to the tune of “The Muffin Man” 
anytime during the lesson. Sit in a circle with several 2-year-olds. After singing the first 
verse, ask a child to give a name of someone he or she loves. Then use that child’s 
name and that child’s response to sing the second verse. Sing many times to allow each 
2-year-old to give several responses.

 Oh, do you have someone to love,
Someone to love,
Someone to love?
Oh, do you have someone to love?
Please tell me whom you love.

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson) Weaving Faith  
at Home

Weaving Faith  
at Home
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 13 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “It’s Peace We 
Need” (track 12)
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Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [child’s response] so,
Her [or his] [child’s response] so,
Her [or his] [child’s response] so.
Oh, [child’s name] loves her [or his] [child’s response] so.
Her [or his] [child’s response] loves her [or him], too.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

David Loved His Enemy

 Tip If the punching ball breaks, please discard all pieces immediately 
to prevent children from choking on them. 

What You’ll Do 
Gather several 2-year-olds on the floor with you. Have your Bible opened to 1 Samuel 26.

Say: Saul was a king, but he was not a very nice man. Saul did some mean things 
to David. But David loved him anyway because David knew God wanted him to love 
his enemies. Listen to this story about Saul and David.

Bring out the “David Spares Saul” poster and the star stickers. Place the poster on the 
floor, and have the kids gather around it.

Say: Saul was sleeping in a cave one night all by himself. David found him in the 
cave. David could have hurt Saul and paid him back for all the mean things he’d 
done to David. But do you think David hurt Saul? David loved Saul instead. Point 
to the poster. This is nighttime, but, look, there are no stars! How can David see 
without any stars? We had better put some stars in the sky so David can see where 
he’s going. Help the children stick their stars onto the night sky.

David knew that Saul was not a nice man. (Show the scowling-face side of the 
punching ball.)

But David loved Saul, just as God planned. (Show the happy-face side of the punching 
ball.)

We can love our enemies, no matter what they do. (Show the scowling face side.)
God will help us love them because he asks us to. (Show the happy-face side.)

The mean face I showed you is on a punching ball. Do you know what people 
usually do to punching balls? They punch them, don’t they? But I’m going to ask 
you to hold this punching ball gently and not punch it. Pass the punching ball around 
the group of children. Be ready to immediately take it from anyone who doesn’t follow 
directions.

David Loved His 
Enemy  
Supplies

Bible
permanent marker
1 star sticker per child
Teacher Pack
punching ball
“David Spares Saul” 
poster (from the Big 
Bible Poster Pack)

David Loved His 
Enemy  
Easy Prep

Blow up the punching 
ball, and tie the end. Use 
a permanent marker to 
draw a scowling face on 
one side and a happy 
face on the other.
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Ask: 
 n  How do people usually feel about others who are mean? 

Say: They don’t like mean people, do they? But God asks us to love people, even 
the mean ones, and to treat them gently, just as I asked you to treat the punching 
ball gently.

Ask: 
 n  Do you know someone who is not nice? 

Say: Let’s pretend this punching ball is the person you know who is not nice. Show 
me how you can be nice to that mean person. Pass around the punching ball again.

You showed that you can be kind and loving to someone who is mean. God wants 
us to love others, just as David loved mean Saul in our Bible story.  GOD SAYS 
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE 

Because God First Loved Me

What You’ll Do 
Group the children in pairs for this activity. Let each pair link one arm with a partner and 
hold the heart with their other hands, so that each pair is joined by the heart. Have pairs 
form a line. Then have the children walk around the room and sing this song to the tune 
of “This Little Light of Mine” (not on CD):

 I can love my friends
Because God first loved me.
I can love my friends
Because God first loved me.
God loves me, God loves me, God loves me.

Say: It’s fun to show love to our friends. God will help us love our enemies, too. 
 GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

I Love My Friends

What You’ll Do 
Have the 2-year-olds form a circle and be seated. Choose one child to sit in the middle of 
the circle. Say the following rhyme aloud:

Because God First 
Loved Me 
Supplies

scissors
1 sheet of red 
construction paper per 
two children

Because God First 
Loved Me 
Easy Prep

Cut one large red 
construction paper 
heart for every two 
children.
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Say: God wants me to love my friends
From the beginning to the end.
I can love my friends, and then
I’ll start to love all over again.

Say: [Name of child in the middle] loves…Have him or her point to and name each child 
seated in the circle. Let each child have a turn to be in the middle. Then say: We love all our 
friends in class.  GOD SAYS LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, too.

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  
at Home  
Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 13 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.



Lesson 13 Infants, Toddlers & 2sSummer Quarter

204

! OK
 TO COPY

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:
  n  Look through a photo album or pictures on your phone. Help your child say, “[Child’s name] loves 

[name of person in picture]” for each person your child knows.
  n  Purchase a bag of Hershey’s Kisses or Hugs, and help your child choose some people to share 

them with.

You’ve Got 
the Touch!

Young children depend 
on concrete expressions 
of love such as 
hugs and kisses. 
Physical affection is 
important for emotional 
development. Without 
touching, babies fail 
to thrive and are more 
prone to all kinds of 
physical illness. As they 
grow, children are able 
to see other acts of 
caring as expressions 
of love. But during this 
critical time, it’s crucial 
to speak your child’s 
love language with open 
arms.

Y   our child learned God says love your enemies (from 1 Samuel 26:5-25). Your child 
participated in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with 

your child to help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week.

INFANT 

Love Paints

Sit next to your baby, 
holding his or her hand.

Say: God wants us to 
paint the world with his 
love. God helps us love 
even our enemies. God 
says love your enemies.

Let’s paint you with 
God’s love! Dip your index 
finger into baby lotion. 
Use the lotion to trace a 
heart on baby’s hand as 
you say: I love you; you 
love me; we can love our 
enemies!

Continue painting baby’s 
exposed skin as long 
as baby enjoys the 
experience.

TODDLER

Lots of People to 
Love

Cut out heart shapes 
from sticky notes. Work 
with your child using the 
“Lots of People to Love” 
handout.

Say: God wants us to 
love others. We can love 
people in our family, 
people in our church, 
our friends, and our 
neighbors. God wants us 
to love people who might 
not be nice, too. God will 
help us love them. God 
says love your enemies.

Show your toddler the 
pictures of the adults 
and children on his or her 
handout. Encourage your 
toddler to stick a heart 
note on each person he or 
she can love. When your 
child is finished, a heart 
should be on each person 
in the picture.

2-YEAR-OLD

Because God First 
Loved Me

Cut a large heart from red 
construction paper. Link 
one arm with your toddler, 
and have him or her hold 
the heart with the other 
hand, so that you two are 
joined by the heart. Walk 
around the room and sing 
this song to the tune of 
“This Little Light of Mine”:

I can love my friends
Because God first loved 

me.
I can love my friends
Because God first loved 

me.
God loves me, God loves 

me, God loves me.

Say: It’s fun to show 
love to your friends. God 
will help you love your 
enemies, too.

 



205

Lesson 13Infants, Toddlers & 2s Summer Quarter

Lots of People to Love
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Illustrated by Nancy Munger.








