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A History of The Stained Glass Windows  
 
The stained glass windows that grace our First United Methodist Church sanctuary are of 
exceptional beauty. We enjoy 11 side windows, the four panel window at the Houston 
Street entrance, and the triple panel window at the altar end of the sanctuary. 
 

Church officials were able to find experts who could modify and use 5 of these works of art 
from the old sanctuary, including The Good Shepherd, The Ascension (both on the street 
side of the building), and The Reaper, The Wise Virgin, and Elijah in the Wilderness (on 
the pulpit or right side of the building). 
 

New windows created for our sanctuary are both end windows, and  Jesus Blessing the 
Children, Jesus in the Temple at Age 12, Jesus and the Woman at the Well, Jesus and the 
Rich Young Ruler, Garden of Gethsemane, and Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock, 
which was given by the Holland Porter family in memory of Mary Porter. 
 

The narthex end of the sanctuary, seen from Houston Street, has the four panel depiction of 
the writers of the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. This was also donated by the 
Holland Porter family.  
 
Above the altar of the sanctuary is the triple window entitled “Come Unto Me,” which was 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Nat B. Allen, in memory of their son, Nat Burlis Allen, Jr. This  
window panel beautifully depicts many of the symbols of our faith and creates a worship 
visual for the sanctuary. 
 



We see the Risen and Exalted Christ with outstretched arms, beckoning to all. A three-leafed flower 
represents the Trinity, and beneath there is a circle containing the Greek letters IHS, the first letters of 
“Jesus.” Next is a diamond shape containing poinsettia petals (blood of Christ), then a circle  
containing a triangle with the all-seeing Eye of God. The circle stand for the eternity  
of Christ, the equilateral triangle the Trinity, and the All Seeing Eye the omnipresence and  
omniscience of God. Below is Christ, saying, “Come unto Me.” 
  
The panel on the left shows a chalice with grapes, a symbol for the Lord’s  
Supper and for the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. We also find the Greek letter “alpha,”  
corresponding to the letter “omega” found on the right-side panel, representing the beginning and the 
end. Also, to be seen are poinsettia petals representing the blood of Christ. The right-side panel shows 
a crown of thorns representing Christ’s suffering, encircling the word “ENRI”, which  
abbreviates “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” These words were placed above Jesus’ head on the 
cross.  Both right and left panels show variations of the cross shape in their design. 



The window in the back of our  

sanctuary represents Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John—the authors of the 

Gospel writings in our Bible.  

Above the writers are the symbols for 

each evangelist found in Ezekiel 1:10 

and 1:14. 

The symbol of Matthew is the man  

(or angel), the lion stands for Mark,  

the ox for Luke, and the eagle is the 

symbol for John. 



Jesus in the Garden of  
Gethsemene, Mark 14:32-42. 
Jesus prays that the cup might 
pass from him, but   
nevertheless, that God’s Will 
might be done. At the bottom 
are Easter lilies and the  
descending dove.         

Jesus Blessing the Children, 
Matt. 19:13-15, Mark 10: 14-
16. This window recalls to us 
the scripture: “Let the children 
come to me, for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” Below is a 
basket of flowers. 



The Good Shepherd, John 10: 
11-18. This window refers to 
Jesus’ statement, “I am the 
Good Shepherd.” 
 
*From the previous church. 

The Ascension of Christ, Acts 
1:9. Luke is the only one of the 
Gospel writers who records 
Christ’s Ascension. 
 
*From the previous church. 



Behold, I Stand at the Door and 
Knock, Rev. 3:20. This is a  
visual representation of the 
scripture. At the window’s  
bottom is a crown with a cross 
through it, explained by Rev. 
2:10, “Be thou faithful unto 
death and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” 

The Boy Jesus in the  
Synagogue, Luke 2:41-51. Jesus 
learns from and questions the 
rabbis. At the bottom are Easter 
lilies, a scroll and the words 
IHS, the first three letters of 
“Jesus” in Greek.     
   



Ruth in the Wheat Fields, Ruth 
1:1-4; 4:22. Ruth is shown 
gleaning in the fields of Boaz.  
 
*From the previous church. 

  

Jesus and the Rich Young Rul-
er,  Mark 10: 17-22. Easter lilies 
and symbols of food and drink 
are seen at the bottom of the 
window, reminding us that life 
is more than wealth or food or 
drink.         



Elijah in the Wilderness, 1 
Kings 17:1-6. The ravens feed 
Elijah, bringing him meat and 
bread, morning and evening.  
 
 
*From the previous church. 

Jesus and the Woman at the 
Well,  John 4: 7-42. The bottom 
of the window shows Easter 
lilies, a descending dove (the 
Holy Spirit) and water pouring 
from a vessel. The water  
reminds us of the living water 
Jesus told the woman about, and 
the water plus the dove signify 
baptism. 



One of the Wise and Foolish 

Virgins, Matt. 25: 1-12. The 

women carried oil lamps and 

went to meet the Bridegroom 

(Jesus). 

*From the previous church. 
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A History of The Needlepoint Kneelers and Wall Hangings  
 

The altar of our sanctuary is graced by needlepoint kneelers designed especially for our 
sanctuary. They were designed by an ecclesiastical designer from Houston, Mrs. Littlejohn. 
Carie Marie Jones, (Mrs. Drahn) was in charge of this project, which was funded by several 
“Christmas in July” bazaars. 
 

The kneelers were designed to depict scripture found in the Old and New Testaments, and 
their colors complement our beautiful stained glass windows. These additions to our  
sanctuary were dedicated  on Sunday, May 5, 1991. 
 

Needlepoint wall hangings were also designed by Mrs. Littlejohn, and finished later. These 
depict a large cross in the center with a jeweled crown above and sheaves of wheat beneath,  
and a large cross with a chalice on the cross  and grapes beneath. The wall hangings were 
given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. John Black by Ella Marie McHaney and  
E. C. McLarty. The needlework was done by Florine Hendricks and Marjorie Wright. 
 
The pulpit chairs also have lovely needlepoint design inserts to match the kneelers. 
 

There are also 5 banners made by Verda Barron, King of Kings, Prince of Peace, Sun of 
Righteousness, True Vine, and Bread of Life. These lovely banners were dedicated on 
March 7, 2004.   



Gen. 1:1, The Universe. 
Needlework by Carol Maxson. 

Beginning on the left side of the altar,  
the kneelers depict scriptures from the Old Testament. 

Gen. 9:16, Noah’s Ark.  
Needlework begun by Juanita McCann, 

who passed away in October, 1980,  
and completed by Florine Hendricks. 

Gen. 22: 2-12, Abraham. 
Needlework by Florine Hendricks. 

Exodus 3:2, Burning Bush. 
Needlework by Mary House.  



Exodus 34:27-28,  
The Ten Commandments. 

Needlework by Betty Hogan  
and  

Florine Hendricks.  

1 Chronicles 19: 27-28,  
David Followed By Solomon.  

Needlework by Nettie Crenshaw.   

Gen. 23, Jacob and His Family. 
Needlework by Nettie Crenshaw.   

Isaiah 6:3, the Great Prophet Isaiah. 
Needlework by Donna Dee Chastain  

and  
Carie Marie Jones.  



The kneelers on the right side of the altar depict New Testament scriptures. 

Luke 2: 1-20, Nativity. 
Needlework  by Marjorie Wright.  

Mark 1: 10, Descending Dove. 
Needlework by Dorothy Miller.   

Matt. 26:26-27, Holy Communion. 
Needlework by Susan Clark.  

John 19:2, Crown of Thorns. 
Needlework by Susan Birdwell.  



Matt. 28:7, Butterfly,  
Symbol of Resurrection. 

Needlework by Camille Engelbrecht. 

Acts 27, Ship, Symbol of the Church. 
Needlework by Donna Lamar. 

Rev. 15:1-2, Seven Doves. 
Needlework by Florine Hendricks.   

Phil. 4:4, Open bible. 
Needlework by Donna Lamar. 



To God be the Glory 


