
The Daily Office 

December 25-31, 2022 
1st Week after Advent 

 

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading and study is no 
mere box to be checked off in a “daily Christian to do” list. 
We must not read God’s Word mindlessly. Rather, as we 
read the text, we should expect the Holy Spirit to teach us 
things about God, to show us how we have fallen short of 
His glory, and at the same time reassure us of how Christ 
fills that need in the gospel. As we learn to converse with the 
Holy Spirit about the glory of Christ in His Gospel, we will 
worship God and be better prepared to serve the Lord in our 
church and culture. So, we must ask God to engage our 
mind, will and emotions, in order for us to see the glory of 
God in Christ and to motivate us to take part in God’s 
mission of being a blessing to the world. To do these things 
here are some questions to ask yourself as you listen to God 
speaking to you through His Word: 
 

In the area of doctrine: 
 

What is God calling me to believe about Him? 
How should I praise God as a result of this teaching? 
 

In the area of character: 
 

How does Christ fulfill what God requires of me? 
What is God showing me about my heart in this passage? 
What sins do I need to confess? How do I need to change? 
 

In the area of community: 
 

Who does God have to help me grow as a Christian? 
How can I help the community? Build the church? 
 

In the area of culture: 
 

Am I a part of what God is doing in His Kingdom? 
 



Similarly, the spiritual discipline of prayer cannot be 
viewed simply as a daily entry on a “self-righteousness” 
ledger. Prayer is sweet communion with the Living God. The 
Holy Spirit applies His Word to our present circumstances and 
propels us to honor Christ in them. In response to God’s 
gracious speech to us in the gospel, we speak words of 
adoration and recommit our hearts to Him. 

As you use this devotional format, our hope is that you will 
keep these things in mind and expect to encounter God as He 
lovingly encounters and speaks to you as His child. 
 

OPENING PRAISE 
 

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 
for in you I trust. 

Make me know the way I should go, 
for to you I lift up my soul.  

Psalm 143:8 
 

O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Psalm 51:15 
 
 

CONFESSION       
 

Heavenly Father, save me entirely from sin. I know I am 
righteous through the righteousness of another; yet, I pant 
and pine to put myself in Your position instead of realizing 
that I am Your child who should simply bear Your image. 
Enable me to recognize my death to sin. Deliver me from the 
invasion as well as the dominion of sin. Help me to abhor 
my body of death—for I am indolent, envious, mean, and 
prideful. Forgive, and kill these vices. Have mercy upon my 
unbelief, on my corrupt and wandering heart. Grant me to 
walk as Christ walked, to live in the newness of His life, the 
life of love, the life of faith, the life of holiness. In Christ’s 
name I pray, Amen. 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

The following chart is a daily lectionary covering the whole Bible 
in one year. Each day contains readings from Psalms and 
Wisdom Literature, Pentateuch and History of Israel, 
Chronicles and Prophets, and Gospels and Epistles. 
 

Sunday, December 25 
Psalm 145; Job 34-35; 

Isaiah 58; Revelation 16 

Monday, December 26 
Psalm 146; Job 36:1-21; 
Isaiah 59; Revelation 17 

Tuesday, December 27 
Psalm 147; Job 36:22-37:24; 

Isaiah 60; Revelation 18 

Wednesday, December 28 
Psalm 148; Job 38; 

Isaiah 61-62; Revelation 19 

Thursday, December 29 
Psalm 149; Job 39:1-40:5; 

Isaiah 63-64; Revelation 20 

Friday, December 30 
Psalm 150; Job 40:6-42:6; 

Isaiah 65; Revelation 21:1-22:5 

Saturday, December 31 
Psalm 90; Job 42:7-17; 

Isaiah 66; Revelation 22:6-21 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 

(1) Opening Prayer 
 

O God, Eternal King and Father of all mercies, whose light divides 
the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning:  

To know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: 
Drive far from me all wrong desires, incline my heart to keep your 

law, and guide my feet into the way of peace; that I may do 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, and when night 
comes, rejoice to give you thanks;  

through Jesus Christ, my risen and reigning Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 



(2) Specific Prayers 
 

Pray for specific needs: 

 

Personal: your personal life 
Local: your family, friends, enemies, neighbors; your local 
church and other local churches; your neighborhood, 
town/city, state, and nation 
Incubator: de-churched, un-churched, un-saved 
Global: the worldwide church, other nations/cultures 
Consider using particular themes and words from the 
psalms, scripture readings, and other prayers, as well as the 
bulletin to guide the content and language of your specific 
prayers. 
 
(3) Closing Prayer 
 

Creator God, 
You fashioned the world to display your glory and your 

creation ever sings your praise; 
Open my eyes to the wonders of your work and lead me to 

use all things for good to the honor of your glorious name; 
through Jesus Christ, by whom all things were made, in the 

power of your Spirit. Amen. 
 


