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Grace Presbyterian Church (PCA) 
The Lord’s Day 

December 26, 2021 

Worship at Home 
 

—G O D  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P  H I M—  
 

Read Genesis 11:1-9 
 

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.  2 And as people migrated from the 

east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  3 And they said to one another, “Come, 

let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.  
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let 

us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  5 And the LORD 

came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built.  6 And the LORD said, 

“Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what 

they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.  7 Come, let us go 

down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech.”  8 So 

the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.  9 

Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. 

And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth. 
 

Pray Prayers of Adoration & Confession (followed by The Lord’s Prayer) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Read or Sing “Joy to the World” 
 

1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature 

sing. 

2 Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Ponder 
 

 Genesis 11 is not a typical Christmas text. However, upon closer inspection, it is 

full of the Christmas story. To begin, God’s mission for humans was to be fruitful and 

multiply and expand the Edenic order. Every time that mission got derailed (the Fall and 

the Flood), God restated the mission and put humans back on track. In the plain of 

Shinar, humans decided to settle and establish their own kingdom rather than expand 

and further God’s kingdom. In fact, God’s fallen image bearers decided they could 

make a tower to God to claim equality with God. They chose to make a name for 

themselves rather than hallow God’s great name. So, God came down. He came down to 

put His image bearers back on track to fulfill His mission as well as expose their sinful 

heart condition. 

 In the Christmas story, God comes down again. Although this time, He does not 

come down to put humans back on track by confusing languages. He comes down and 

does for humans what they were unwilling to do and incapable of doing. He comes to 

bring peace between a holy God and His sinful people. He does this through His atoning 

life, death, and resurrection. Jesus faithfully lived God’s original mission and 

established God’s heavenly kingdom in the heart of this present evil age. 

 Verse three of Joy to the World is not the typical Christmas verse of that hymn. 

However, upon closer inspection, it is the fullness of the Christmas story. Verse one is 

the one we focus on the most for obvious reasons. But verse three declares the good 

news that Jesus’ atoning and redeeming work extends “far as the curse is found.” 

Because God came down in the person of Jesus, God’s world mission is not only fully 

on track, but it can never be derailed again. Praise the Lord that He came down to right 

all wrong things far as the curse is found. 
 

Questions 

1. What other connections do you see between Genesis 11 and the Christmas story? 

2. What wrong things do you long for Jesus to make right? 

3. What areas in your life do you seek to build your own kingdom rather than 

God’s? 

4. In what specific ways have you seen God conquer sin in your life this year? 
 

Pray Prayers of Thanksgiving 


