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The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 

waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. You prepare a table 

before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.  
                     Psalm 23 (NRSV) 

Jesus said:             

 Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is 

a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate 

for the shepherd, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will 

not follow a stranger, but they will run away because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this 

figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.   

 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 

are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 

may have life, and have it abundantly.”       John 10:1-10 (NRSV)

 

A Shepherd’s Care 

It is important for everyone to learn how to distinguish wants from needs. For although our wants and 

our needs are different from each other by definition, people regularly confuse the two. Most often the 

case is that ordinary wants are mistaken for actual needs. As we grow in age and (hopefully) also in 

wisdom, the goal is that we become increasingly aware of the genuine needs that we have in life and 

we learn to direct our attention and orient our lives according to what we truly need rather than want. 

Some years ago, a five-year-old boy who learned the key difference of wants and needs in his own life 

proclaimed to his father, “Dad, I want you… but I need momma!” This boy understood that, when it 

came to having his needs met, his mother was truly essential. Many a man has learned to humbly accept 

that, whatever his value in the world today, in the end he is altogether quite expendable. Even more 

than a child needs his mother, people need to be in relationship with the one, true God. Or to employ 

the metaphor from the Scriptures, we must learn to humbly offer ourselves as subjects to God so that 

we may live under the care of the One who is the Good Shepherd. 

It is a constant problem in life is that people tend to refuse the care they need because they think they 

can adequately care for themselves. Generally, people want to be the ones in control of their day-to-

day lives and people often believe they can forge a life by their own power, independent from God’s 

help and sovereign leading. This old, sinful nature is not just the problem of rebellious youth. It is a 

problem for people of every age. Rather than humbly submit to God’s will, we expect and even dare to 

think that God should submit to our will and plans. But, if anything, this global health crisis has helped 

many people to recognize that nobody has complete control of their lives or livelihood. Not even close.  

We may foolishly believe that we can hold the Shepherd’s staff, but it is written: “Pride goes before 

destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18, NRSV). Similarly, the teacher in the 

book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that even the strongest among us grows weak and the most 

accomplished person passes away to nothing. Whether or not we understand or accept it, we need to 



be under the watchful keep of the Shepherd every day of our lives. We cannot do the shepherding 

ourselves. Listening to the voice in our head or the voices on TV may be appealing and even appear 

promising, but they do not properly orient us to the lives which God wants to give us—and, quite frankly, 

we desperately need to receive from Him. 

A pastor I know tells the story of a man whose son and daughter bought him a flock of sheep to help 

him cope with his loneliness after his wife died. He grew to care deeply for these sheep and they became 

fond of him. One day this man fell ill and had to be admitted to the hospital. While he was absent, the 

sheep grew sick and agitated. Eventually, the man recovered and was able to return home. When he 

arrived home and the sheep heard again the old familiar voice of their master, whom they had missed, 

they came running to meet him. Just as the voice of the shepherd consoled the sheep because they 

were once more under the watchful care of their protector and provider, the voice of Christ should 

console and lead us as long as we live on this earth.   

If we are to live under the Shepherd’s care, which is God’s desire, then we must tune our ears to hear 

His voice. This is not activity that is once and done. It must be repeated and acted upon with discipline 

every day of our lives. Insofar as we orient our lives to the voice of Christ, the Good Shepherd, we 

receive the abundant life God provides. He alone has the power to cover sin, overcome death, and 

defeat the evil one. As set forth in Martin’s Luther’s explanation of the First Commandment in the Small 

Catechism, a right relationship with God begins by a fear, love, and trust of God. St. John Chrysostom 

wrote, “If we have the fear of God, we want nothing, if we don’t have this, though we have royalty itself, 

we are the poorest of all.”  

These days, people around the world have become familiar with the dark valley of death. Without the 

presence of God with us, this would possibly become a place of perpetual pain and agony. Yet, the 

truth is that God’s people are only passing through it. They will not remain in the place of death forever. 

As you learn to recognize the voice of the Good Shepherd, you will come to learn like the psalmist that 

your Shepherd will lead you from death to eternal life. Listen to Him. Reflect on his word and his will for 

your life. Share that word with others. Praise be to the crucified and risen Christ who gives us salvation. 

 

Jesus Christ, the great and good Shepherd of souls, we praise you for your limitless power and your loving will to 

help those who are under your care. Forgive us when we have gone astray, seeking our own will above your own, 

and thinking we can care for ourselves better than you. Lead us back, o faithful Lord into your merciful arms and 

into the fold of those whom you have redeemed from the evil one. Guard us and teach us to follow in right paths 

for your namesake. Amen. 
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