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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the 

power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even 

if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being 

more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 

joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  1 Peter 1:3-9 (NRSV)

 

Leaving the Door Open 

On the day of the Resurrection, one of the first signs a miracle had taken place was the large stone no 

longer sealed Christ’s tomb. This stone, which may have weighed as much as five men, was rolled back, 

leaving it unsecured and accessible. As a result, everyone who sought to come into personal contact 

with the crucified Jesus never strained themselves to find Him. God saw to it that the angel left the door 

wide open, so they simply walked into sepulcher and, to their amazement, discovered Christ’s body 

was no longer lying there lifeless in the tomb. That is the way the first witnesses encountered the divine 

presence of the risen Christ and ultimately came to believe. Only an unwillingness to risk entering the 

grave would have prevented them from seeing the power of God to raise the dead. But the setting of 

that tomb in the garden was noticeably different from the scene at house in Jerusalem where Jesus’ 

disciples were staying.  

In his gospel account, John says the house was not only closed, it was locked (20:19). Even into the 

evening on day Christ was raised, they were not expecting nor accepting any unwanted visitors.  As 

people yet to understand, believe, receive comfort from the message of the risen Christ, the disciples 

were a helpless bunch overrun by fear for their mortal lives. With no knowledge and confidence in the 

Resurrection, deep feelings of grief and loss led them to lockup the house, like people hiding in a bunker 

for safety. The poor disciples were huddled together in that house trying to defend themselves, nothing 

more. Some might see argue their behavior was not only a natural response, it was being responsible.  

This reminds me of the story of a 15-year-old girl who was abducted in a small community nearly 25 

years ago. The residents of that town used to leave the doors to their home unlocked, but after that 

upsetting event everyone was sure to lock the doors to their house at night, to prevent their children 

from being taken in the dark of the night. In the mind of a loving parent, they could conclude that this 

was the responsible and caring thing to do. And yet, everyone knew that in the act of locking the house 

doors something was being voluntarily surrendered. A certain quality of life that was cherished in that 

community was given up for physical safety. The possibility of human connection and intimacy which 

comes through vulnerability was exchanged for security. 

Some of the insights from social scientist Brené Brown are helpful in thinking about this conundrum. 

She has observed that human connections throughout communities today are suffering because people 

have not been willing to be vulnerable with each other. Instead, people have sought safety and tried to 

desperately protect themselves, particularly by hunkering down in what she calls “ideological bunkers.” 

She points out people on all sides of various positions seem incapable of having caring, civil dialogue 



with others whose views are different from their own. Many are afraid to risk getting hurt and so miss 

out on the opportunity to forge new human connections and foster love. If we are to see how this applies 

to our faith (or lack of it) in God, we might recognize fear also has the effect of closing the door on 

opportunities where we can grow in our knowledge as well as our love for God and the world that God 

loves and seeks to redeem with the message of the Gospel.  

Guided by love and supported by trusting in God, believers in the crucified and risen Christ do not need 

to live imprisoned by fear and self-interest. Thinking back to the time when the disciples were hiding in 

fear, I can imagine the miserable shape and direction of their life. Perhaps one was looking out the 

window and another one was at the door listening to hear the footsteps of a Jewish guard coming to 

arrest them for the association with Jesus. Maybe they were mostly grouped together where they had 

enjoyed that special meal of the Passover, which we come to call the Lord’s Supper, wondering how 

the plot in their lives had suddenly changed and left them without any hopeful way forward. Whatever 

the case, we know that Jesus showed up and finally they came to believe in the risen Christ. Those 

difficult days in the life of the early church didn’t end there with the disciples hiding out from the threats 

that faced them outside the door. Jesus came to free them from their captivity. With his triumphal 

resurrection from the grave, Jesus inaugurated a jailbreak from the powerful grip of sin and death. Jesus 

freed his disciples from being forced to live out a sentence of everlasting imprisonment created by their 

grief, fear, and sense of utter hopelessness. He showed them they could leave the door open and not 

live in worry or fear, but fully trust in God. 

In her autobiography, Dorothy Day, the journalist who became a Christian social activist, related a story 

about an event from her childhood which led to her spiritual conversion. When she was a young girl 

living in Chicago, she went to visit her friend Kathryn Barrett. Bursting through the door of her friend’s 

apartment, she saw a stack of dishes that were washed and neatly placed beside the sink. In the front 

bedroom was Mrs. Barrett, her friend’s mother, on her knees in prayer. Noticing Dorothy, she told her 

that her daughter had gone to the store and then went on with her praying. As adult would reflect on 

this event and how it helped aid her spiritual conversion. Day wrote, “I felt a warm burst of love toward 

Mrs. Barrett that I have never forgotten, a feeling of gratitude and happiness that still warms my heart 

when I remember her. She had God, and there was beauty and joy in her life…All through my life what 

she was doing remained with me. And though I became oppressed with the problem of poverty and 

injustice, through I groaned at the hideous sordidness of man’s lot…in the midst of misery and class 

strife, life was shot through with glory.” 

Amidst this lingering presence of sickness and death in the world today, may God strengthen your trust 

in the Resurrection. May the open door that allowed you to see the glory of Christ who suffered, died, 

and was raised for you, give you courage to leave doors open to share the message of God’s salvation. 

Heavenly Father, we praise you in this season of Easter as we remember you raised Christ from the dead and you 

promise to raise to new life all who believe in you. Forgive us for the times we have doubted in what you have 

promised and for when we have sought earthly security and comfort more than the heavenly joy that comes to 

all who love and trust in you. Keep us steadfast in your Word so that we might face mortal threats with courage, 

possess patience in suffering, and live with an overflowing love for you which leads us to eternal salvation. Amen. 
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