
John 14:18, 25-27 (NRSV) 

I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you… I have said these things to you while I am still 

with you. But, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 

afraid.

 

O Lord, open our hearts to feel your Spirit’s presence and to hear your words, spoken from eternity, 

that echo through ages down to our own time and place. And give us your strength and encouragement 

these days in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

In spite of the circumstances in the world, and what we may be inclined to believe, and maybe especially 

today, Scripture reveals that God, the heavenly Father, will never abandon His children. 

As we look at our text from the Gospel of John, and we read these verses, it is good of us to bear in mind 

the context in which these words of Christ were spoken. Jesus spoke these words in an intimate setting 

to his disciples as their lives were about to be turned upside down. And rightly so, their hearts were 

troubled. They sensed fear within themselves. So, Jesus’ words took on powerful meaning to them. He 

reassured them, “I will not leave you as orphans.” This word orphan is one that does not appear so often 

in the New Testament. Bible scholars explain the word can also have the meaning of “alone” or 

“desolate.” I think it may be a common feeling these days for people. 

So, Jesus’ words that follow his address to his disciples, remind and reassure them that He will not 

leave them as orphans, alone, desolate, are promised with “I am coming to you.” He is not departing. 

He is coming to them in the mysterious form of the third person—the “shy person” of the Trinity—the 

Holy Spirit. “I have said these things to you while I am still with you,” he says. “But, the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything.” Their lessons were not 

over yet! And I think for us today, too, the time we are in, as disciples, is not over yet. In fact, I think we 

might just be beginning a new chapter… a chapter which will certainly have its challenges. But we have 

the assurance the Lord God remains with us to give His support through the Holy Spirit. 

The great English intellectual Samuel Johnson said that we need to be more frequently reminded rather 

than informed. How true. For how often has Christ spoken to us, but our minds were preoccupied, our 

consciences closed and insensitive to His words. Some years ago, a pastor related the story of a visit to 

a member of his congregation. He wrote: “Once in my congregation, there was an old woman, all but a 

hundred, quite blind, and three-parts deaf, who was alone in her cottage for long hours each day. ‘How 

do you pass the time?’ I shouted into her dulled ears. And she laughed and said, ‘My Teacher would not 

believe it, for I did my best to spoil her class. Yet though she has been in her grave for 80 years, I lie 

here repeating to myself the texts and psalms she taught me!” 

The Holy Spirit brings to mind all that Jesus has taught us. Now, in these days of our lives, when we 

sense our vulnerability, our weakness, our dependency—God’s words comfort and guide. “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled,” Jesus says, “and do not let them be afraid.” That word afraid also means lack 

courage… to be fear, to have a sense of weakness within one’s self. Courage comes not from a dismissal 

of one’s vulnerability; it is sensing in the moment of vulnerability that God is present and the Holy Spirit 

is strengthening us to fulfill our life’s calling. This is what the saints teach us in their lives, as we think 

of the men and women of God who endured suffering and challenges in their own day and yet 

persevered. 



A touching story was shared at the fall gathering for the synod pastors. The keynote speaker related a 

story of his five-year-old son who had difficulty walking. There was a day he wanted to demonstrate for 

his father a new ability he had achieved for himself. Walking over to a balancing beam, which he had 

fallen off of many times, he said to his father, “Dad, I am demonstrating perseverance.” 

As Christians this is a quality that we must gain for ourselves—perseverance in the face of adversity. 

And we can gain perseverance because God gives us the Holy Spirit to strengthen us in the moments of 

weakness and give us the fortitude which we need. Jesus makes a distinction that what He gives is not 

as the world gives. What God gives is His Word, which we are to faithfully trust. And if we trust in that 

Word then we may have hope and courage no matter how dark the times and no matter how difficult. 

As the people of God, we know that we stand together and that we are never alone. We are God’s chosen 

people who God deeply loves, ones He told us He would never orphan. 

On this day of March 25, nine months before we celebrate the birth of Christ, we commemorate what 

the church calls the Annunciation of Our Lord. This marks the day when this miraculous news was first 

announced by the angel Gabriel to the virgin Mary. On this incredible day, Mary believed in the news 

spoken to her—that she would bear the Son of God—and in true obedience she put her full trust in God. 

As she did so she was able to experience salvation and participate in God’s salvation for the world. 

I believe God calls us no matter what time we live, no matter what age, to experience this salvation that 

God has prepared and to trust in it. No matter what our surroundings may tell us or how they might 

challenge our beliefs. In those times, we must like Mary hold on in faith to God’s word and put our trust 

in this God of our salvation. According to the Governor’s announcement, we’ll be spending more time 

at home soon. Might that be a time for us to draw nearer to the One who has already drawn near to us. 

In the Scriptures, we may find God’s presence with us as did the forebears of our faith. In so doing, we 

will not lose hope, for we will join the ranks of Martin Luther and all our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

For they have run the race before us and overcome trials in their own day, demonstrating that God will 

have the final victory. Thanks be to God, for we are always supported. 
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